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Extract of General Litter to Bengal; dated i+tb February 
1783- 

P ar - $• W E *> not ** now tne Governor General 
** could confent to the refumption of fuch 
lands as the Company had engaged Ihouid remain in the 
hands of thofe who poflefled them previous to the execu- 
tion of the late treaty, Without ftronger proofs of the 
Begum's defection than have been laid before us ; neither 
can we allow it to be good policy to reduce the feverat 
Jaghiredars, and thus uniting tbe territory, and the troops 
maintained for the protection of that territory, under one 
head, who may by that means, at fome future period, be- 
come a very powerful enemy to the Company. 

6-- With refpeS to the refumption of the Jaghires pof- 
feflcd by the Begums in particular, and tbe fubfequent 
feiztire of the treafure depofited with the Vizier's mother, 
which the Governor General* in his letter to the board, 
23d January 1782, has declared he ftrenuoufly encourag- 
ed, and we hope and triift, fot the honour of the Britifh 
nation, that the meafure appeared to be fully jtifiified in the 
eyes of all Hindoftan. The Governor General has in- 
formed us " that it can be well attelted that the Begums 
" principally excited and fupported the late commotions ; 
" and that they carried their inveteracy to the Englifli 
" nation fo far as to aim at our utter extirpation." 

7. It muil have been publicly known, that in 1775 the 
refidcnt at the Vizier's court not only obtained from the 
Begum, widow of the late Sujah Dowlah, on the Na- 
bob's account, 30 lacks of rupees, half of which was to 
be paid to the Company, but alfo the forbearance of 26 
lacks — for the repayment of which (he had fecurity in 
land, on the Nabob's agreeing to renounce til further 
claims upon her j and that to this agreement the Company 
were guarantees. 

* Theft two Charges art thus joined together, on account of 
the clofe affinity between their fubjeSIs ; it wai tmpofftble com- 
pletely tofeparate the papers, tending to the refpetUve illujlrd- ' 
lion of each. Thofe however which feem principally to concern 
the Begums; have the precedence elhrned them. 



6 Papers rtlativi to Chargtt IV. and XVI. 

8. We find, that on the lift December 1775, the Be- 
gum complained of a breach of engagements on the part 
of the Nabob, folicitirig your protection for herfelf, her 
mother, and for all the women belonging to the feraglio 
of the late Nabob; from the diftreffes to which they were . 

"reduced : In con fequence whereof it was agreed, in conf. 
3d January 1776, t« remonftrate with the Vizier; the 
Governor-general remarking, " That as the re pre Tentative 
** of our government has become an agent in this bufi- 
*' nefs, and has pledged the honour and faith of the 
■* Company for the punctual obfervance of the conditions 
** under which the treaty was concluded, you had a right 
" to interfere ; and juftice demanded it, if it fhould ap- 
" pear that thofe engagements have been violated." And 
the Board at the fame time* refolved, " That as foon as 
" the Begum's engagements with the Nabob, to which 
** Mr. Briftow is a party, fhall be fulfilled op her part, 
■ •< this government will think themfelves bound to protect 
■' her again ft any further demand or moleftation." 

9. If, therefore, the difaffection of the Begums was 
not a matter of public notoriety, we cannot but be alarm- 
ed for the effects which thefe fubfequent tran fact ions null 
have had on the minds of the natives of India. The 
only confolation we feel upon this occafion is, that the 
amount of thofe Jaghires, for which the Company were 
guarantees, is to be paid through our Refident at the 
Court of the Vizier ; and it very materially concerns the 
credit of your government, on no account to fuffcr fuch 
payments to be evaded. 

10. If it fhall hereafter be found that the Begums did 
not take that hoftile part againft the Company which has 
been represented (as well in the Governor- general's nar- 
rative, as in feveral documents therein referred to; and 
as it no where appears, from the papers at prelent in our 
pofleffion, that they excited any commotion, previous to 
the imprifonment of Rajah Cheyt Sine, but only armed 
themfelves in confequenceof that tran faction ; and as it 
is probable that fuch a conduct proceeded entirely from 
motives of felf-defence, under an apprehenfion that they 
themfelves might likewife be laid under unwarrantable 
contributions) we direct that you ufe your influence with 
the Vizier that their Jaghires may be reftored to them ; 
but if they fhould be under apprehenlions reflecting the 
future conduct of the Vizier, and wifh our further pro- 
tection, it is our pleafure that you afford thofe ladies an 
•afylum within the Company's territories, and there be 

paid the amount of the net collection of their Jaghires, 
agreeably to the fecond article of the late treaty, through 
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the medium of our Refident, as may be afcertained upoa 
an average eftimate of fome years back. 

Minute of Mr. Haftings. 

Gheretty, 9th October 1783* 
1 SHOULD gladly acquiefce in tbe motion made by 
Mr. Macpherfon, if I thought it poffible to frame a let- 
ter to the Begums in any terms which fhould at tbe fame 
time convey the intimation propofed by it, and not de- 
feat the purpofc of it, or be productive of evils greater 
than any which exift in the confequences of the proceed- 
ings which have already taken place, and which time has 
almoft obliterated. The orders of the Court of Directors 
are conditional} they require nothing, but in the event 
of difcoveries made fubfequent to the advices which were 
before you on the 14th of February laft. In alleviation 
of the former conduct of tbe Begums, nothing has fince 
appeared in relation to them, but their refufal, or rather 
that of one, to fulfil her engagements for tbe payment 
of the remainder of the fum exacted from her by the Na-' 
bob Vizier in tbe beginning of laft year- Whatever 
obedience may be due to the clear afcertained fpirit of 
the orders of the Court of Directors, this obligation can- 
not extend to points to which neither the letter nor evi- 
dent fpirit of their orders apply. If I am rightly inform- 
ed, the Nabob Vizier and the Begums arc on terms of 
mutual good-will : It would ill become this government 
Co interpofe its influence by any act which might tend to 
revive their animofities, and a very flight occafion would 
be fufficient to effect it. It will be to little purpofe to 
tell them, that their conduct has, in our eftimation of it, 
been wrong, and at the fame time to announce to them 
the orders of our fuperiors, which more than vindicate 
the reverie ; they will inftantly take fire on fuch a decla- 
ration, proclaim the judgment of the Company in their 
favour j demand a reparation of tbe acts, which they will 
conftrue wrongs, with fuch a fentence warranting that 
conftruction ; and either accept the invitation to the pro- 
claimed fcandal of the Nabob Vizier, which will not add 
to the credit of our government, or remain in his domi- 
nions, but not under his authority, to add to his vexa- 
tions, and the diforder of the country, by continual in* 
trig ues and (editions; Enough already exifts to affect his 
■peace, and the quiet of his people. Jf we cannot heal, 
-let us not inflame the wounds which have been inflicted. 
If the Begums think themfelves aggrieved to fuch a de- 
gree as to juftify them in an appeal to a foreign juriidk- 
A 2 tion, 
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lion, to appeal to it agamft a man Handing in the rela- 
tion of fon and grand tan to them, to appeal to thejuf- 
tice of thofe who have been the abettors and inftruments 
of their imputed Wrongs— let us at teaft permit them to 
be the judges of their own feelings, and prefer their com- 
plaints ^before we offer to redrefs them ; they will not 
need to be prompted. I hope I fhall not depart from the 
Simplicity of official language jn faying, that the majefty 
of juftice ought to be approached with felicitation, not 
delcend to provoke or invite it, much lefs to debafe ttfelf 
by the fuggeftion of wrongs, and the promife of redrefs, 
with the denunciation or puniflunent befoie trial, and 
even before accufacion. 



Princes ofOude and Misdemeanors ik,Oupe, 

Extract of Letter from the Baboo BeguM 
to Mr. Hastings, received in Calcutta 
22 Dec, 1775; shewing the Number of Wo- 
men the Begums of Oude are under the 
Necessity of maintaining. 

Extraii of Letter /rem the Babes Bepart,' Mother ef the 
Nabob Ajhpb-ul-Dowlahy U Governor Haftingt ; received 
r j.nd December 1775. 

MURTEZZA KHAN is ftriving with all his might 
for the ruin of this ancient family, which he wifhes ut- 
terly to deftroy. If it is your pleafure that the mother of 
the late Nabob, myfelf, and his other women, and infant 
children, fhould be reduced to a ftate of dishonour and 
diftrefs, we muft fubmit; but if, on the contrary, you 
call to mind the friendfhip of the late blefled Nabob, you 
will exert yourfelf fo effectually in favour of us, who arc 
helplefs, as to remove Murtezza Khan ; he is the author 
of all the evil. I have no difpleafure againft the Nabob 
Afoph ul Dowlah ; let him be mailer of his own affairs. 
If you do not approve of my remaining at Fyzabad, fend 
a perfori here in your name, to remove the mother of the 
late Nabob, myfelf, and about 2,000 other women and 
children of the faid blefled Nabob, together with the wo- 
men of the Nabob, Burham ul Mulk, and thofe of 
Sufdar Jung, from this city, that we may refide with 
honour and reputation in feme other place. We cannot 

even 
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evenexift here. Whatever remedy- occurs to your wif- 
dom, let it be applied without delay, for we are now 
brought to the brink of difhonour. Jn the Nabob's life- 
time he was poiTefied of no more than this fingle Soubah, 
and the' dues to the Engliih chiefs were paid out of the 
revenues of.it, as alfo the cxpences of his <army, and his 
own. At prefent, that the Soubah is increafed to three 
times its former extent, what becomes of the revenues ? 
No one thinks of making this enquiry, but fums are con- 
tinually taken from us helplcfs women. 

Extraff ef a Letter from Mr. Nalbaaht MtdJttten U Mr. 
John Bri/ftw, Refident at tbt Fizitr't Court ; dated 
■ "Lueinnv, 23 0<3c«r 1782. 

I must beg leave to refer you to my correfpondence 
with the honourable the Governor-general for a full ac- 
count of the origin and nature of my tranfa&ions with 
the Begums at Fyzabad, and the letters which have patted 
between me and officers who have feverally commanded ; 
thefe will (hew you the progrefs and prefent Hate of that 
bulinefs. The balance due from the Bow Begum, upon 
her agreement made in January laft, after allowing her 
credit for the trifling articles lately fent here by Major 
Gilpin, will be about five lacks, which I apprehend may 
be realized, if you deem it expedient to continue the re- 
straints which have been impofed for that purpofe. She had 
indeed given Major Gilpin the mod fatisfaftoryafluranccs 
of an immediate liquidation of this long-depending account, 
in which I believe me was fincerej but, probably from 
an expectation of a change of meafures upon' my removal, 
Die has lately retracted thofe a flit ranees, and now declares 
her determination to make no further payment whatever, 
but upon the certainty of her Jaghyre being reftored to her, 
which I could give her no hopes of, as the propriety of 
its refumption has been fandtified by the approbation of 
the honourable she Governor-general; who further ex- 
prefsly enjoins me, in his inductions of the 27th Ja- 
nuary, to .exert my influence with the Nabob to prevent 
the conclufion of any final fettlement between -him and 
the Begums, until I mould be furnifhed with inftructions 
from him or the board on that head. Not having fihee 
the above date received any directions from the board or 
the Governor-general, relative to the Begums, I know 
not, what may be their willies in regard to them, but 1 
thought it at all events my duty, conformable to the 
fpirir of the orders I had received, to retain poffeifion of 
the Kittu of Fyzabad, and the perrons of the Bow Be- 
gum's two principal eunuchs, until the fumlhe had Itipu- 
. ' . A3 lated 
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lated to pay was fully liquidated, or the honourable Board 
fliould notify their further pleafure. 
A true copy. 
J. Neave, 

Affiftant to the Refident at 
the Vizier's court. 

Exttafl e/Btngal Sttrtt C$nfuttathns t tht zZtb Auguft 1783. 

MR. Whii.er having left the following minute with 
the fecrctary, in confcquence of reading the general letter 
of. the 14th February, at the laft meeting in the public 
department, it is now con fide red. t 

Mr. Wheler. — It always has been, and always will be, 
my wtfh to conform Implicity to the orders of the Court 
of Directors ; and I truft that the opinionwhich I fliall 
give upon that part of the Court's letter which is now be- 
fore us will not be taken up againft its meaning, as going 

- to a breach of them. The orders at prefent under the 
Board's confideration are entirely provifional- 

Nothing has paired, fince the conclufion of the agree- 
ment made by the Governor-general with the Vizier at 
Chunar, which induces me to alter the^opinion which I 
before held, as well from the Governor-general's reports 
to this Board, as the opinions which I have heard of many 

- individuals totally unconcerned in the fubject, that the 
Begums at Fyxabad did take a hoftile part againft the 
Company during the disturbances in Benares ; and I am 
impreued with a conviction, that the conduct of the Be- 
gums did not proceed entirely from motives of felf-defence. 
But as the Court of Directors appear to be of a different 
opinion, and conceive that there ought to be ftronger 
proofs of the defection of the Begums than have been laid 
before them, I think that before We decide on their orders, 
the late and prefent Refident at the Vizier's court, and 
the commanding officers in the Vizier's country, ought 
to be required to colled and lay before the Board all the' 
information they can obtain with refpect to the defection, 
of the Begums, during the troubles in Benares, and then; 
brefeot difpofition-to the Company. 

The Governor- general defires to record the following 
minute. 

The Governor- general. — I think that Mr. Wheler has. 
tnifconceived the intention of the Court of Directors, j 
have attentively read the fourth and fubfequent paragraphs, 
of the letter of the 14th February, but find no order ez- 
prcued or implied in them, which can warrant the enquiry 
propofed by Mr. Whelcr. The Court of Directors is, 

already 
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already in poffeffion of complete and legal evidence of the 
hoftile part taken by the Begums of Fyzabad againft the 
Company. I cannot directly object to the propofal for 
collecting frefh evidence on the fame charges, but I muft 
be informed of the object of it before 1 can affent to it ; 
I do therefore object to the queftion, in the prefent terms 
and flate of it. 

Extrm8 of Bengal Secrtt CtnfubatitHt, the i%d Stpttmbtr 

THE following minute having been received from Mr. 
Stables the 18th inftant, is now recorded. 

September 9th, 1783. 

The Court of Directors, by their letter of the 14th 
February 1783, feem not to be fatisfied that the difaftec- 
tion of the Begums to this government is Efficiently 
proved by the evidence before them. * 

I therefore think that the late and prefent reftdent, and 
commanding officers in the Vizier's country at the. time, 
flioulJ be called upon to called what further information 
they can on this fubject, in which the honour and dignity 
of this government is fo materially concerned, that fuch 
information may be immediately tranfmitted to the Court 
of Directors. 

In the enquiry propofed to be made, I wifh it particu- 
larly to be attended to, whether any hoftile intention, or 
mark of difaffection to this government, in the conduct of 
the Begums, appeared before the troubles at Benares. 

I think the Rendent at the Vizier's court fttould.be 
called upon to give information to the Board, whether the 
amount of the Begums' Jaghire has been paid to them* 
and by what channel the payment has been made. 

The Governor- general delires that the paragraph of the 
letter from the Court of Directors of the 14th February 
1783, which Mr. Stables alludes to in his minute, may be 
entered in this place, becaufe it does not appear to him 
that the Court of Directors had directed any enquiry to 
ht made fuch as is now propofed ; that it appears to him 
both too late and unneceflary at this time to renew it, as 
every ftrong and authenticated evidence of the difaffec- 
tion of the Begums has been collected, and tranfmitted 
to the Court of Directors, and as the reafons affigned by 
the Court of Directors, if thefe (hall be tranfmitted with 
the orders for the enquiry, will prove in their effect an 
order collecting evidence to the j unification and acquittal 
of the Begums, not for the investigation of the truth of 
the charges which have been preferred againft them, 

A 4 Tb». 
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The Governor-general thinks it unnecefiary to make 
any other comment upon the motion, or to give cither his 
aflent or diflent to it, but as the latter may be applied in 
the preceding-obfervaticuis. 

If evidence is to be collected, it Should be collected 
from all perfons capable of giving it, and not confined to 
official characters. 

Extraii of a General Letter from the Honourable Court ofDi- 
rtltersi dated 14/A February 1783. 

Par. 6. With refpect to the refumption of the Jaghires 
pofiefied by the Begums in particular, and the Subsequent 
Seizures of treafure depofited with the Vizier's mother, 
which the Governor-general in his letter to your Board 
23d January 1782, has declared he ftrenuoufly encouraged 
and Supported, we hope and rruft, for the honour of the 
Britiih nation, that the meafure appeared to be fully justi- 
fied in the eyes of all Hindoftan. The Governor- general 
has informed us " that it can be well attefted that the 
" Begums principally excited and fupported the late com- 
*' motions, and that they carried tbeir inveteracy to the 
" Englifh fo far as to aim at our utter extirpation." 

Par. 9. If therefore the dif affect ion of the Begums was 
not a matter of public notoriety, we cannot but be alarmed 
for the effects which thefe Subsequent tranfactions muft 
have had on the minds of the natives of India. The only 
confolatjon we feel upon this occafion is, that the amount 
of thofc Jaghires, for which the Company were guar ran tees, 
is to be paid through our Refidentat the court of the Vi- 
zier ; and it very materially concerns the credit of- your 
government on no account to fuffer fuch payments to be 
evaded. 

10. If it Shall hereafter be found, that the Begums did' 
not take that hoftile part againft the Company which has 
been represented (as well in the Governor-general's nar- 
rative as in feveral documents therein referred to ; and as 
it no where appears from the papers at prefect in our 
pofTeSfion, [hat they excited any commotion previous to 
the imprisonment of Rajah Cheyt Sing, but only armed 
themfelves in confequenceof that transaction ; ana as it is 
not probable that fuch a conduct proceeded entirely from 
motives of felf-defence, under an apprehenfion that they' 
themfelves might likewifc be laid 'under unwarrantable 
contributions) we direct that you. ufe your influence with 
the Vizier, that their Jaghires may be reftored to them - 
but if they mould be under apprehenftons refpeciing the 
future conduct of, the Vizier, and with our further prcc 
teiition, it is our pleafure that you afford thofe Ladies an 
afylum within the Company's territories, and there be 

paid. 
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paid the amount of the net collection of their Jaghire, 
agreeably to the 2d article of the late treaty, through the 
medium of out Refident, as may be ascertained upon an 
average eftimate of Tome years baclc. 

£xtra{i of Bengal Secret Confultat!ens t the iyh Gfleber 
1783. ■ 

MR. Macpberfon having delivered the following opi- 
nion upon the Company's orders of the 14th of February, 
refpe£ttng the Begums at Fyzabad, it was Sent in circula- 
tion, and is now entered. 

Received 3 October. 25 Sept. 

I have read the general letter from the Court of Di- 
rectors of the 14th of February with attention, When it 
was firil read in Council, I understood the paragraph 
about the Begums as directing an investigation of the 
grounds on which they were deprived of their Jaghires, 
and that we Should ule our influence with the Vizier to 
put them in poflerEon of the Jaghires, if there was not , 
Sufficient evidence of their rebellious conduct during the 
troubles of Benares. , On a clofe attention to the words 
and fpirit of the different paragraphs upon this Subject, 
I do not think that we ate directed to commence any new 
inveftigation of evidence ; indeed I do not well fee how 
fuch an investigation could be regularly undertaken, or 
V/hat Salutary purpofe it could produce: there has been 
no appeal from the Begums to this government ; and 
there certainly was Sufficient proof at the time, that thofe 
whs had the management of their concerns during the 
troubles at Benares were no friends, but real enemies to 
the caufe of the Englilh. The points which the Court 
of Directors feem to have moft at heart are, lit. That 
the engagement of the 3d article of the Benares treaty 
Should be faithfully fulfilled j and, 2dly, to guard againic 
(he future conduit of the Vizier, if he Should be difpofed 
to opprefs the Begums, We Should therefore afcertain 
whether the amount of the Jaghires of the Begums is re- 
gularly paid to. them through the Company's Refident, 
and give them notice that no future demands Shall be 
made upon them. This, I think, the Governor-general 
might do in a letter that would make the Begums fenfiblc 
•f their paSt mifconducr, yet inform them of the lenity 
and gracious intentions of the Company, in ordering them 
an afylum in Bengal, in cafe of future diftrefs. 

In confequence of the foregoing opinion from Itfr. 
Macpherfon, the following minute was delivered by the 
Governor- general, 

Gherctly, 
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Gheretty, 9th October 1783. 
I fhould gladly acqniefce in the motion made by Mr. 
Macphcrfon, if I thought it poffible to frame a letter to 
the Begums, in any terms which fliould at the fame time 
convey the intimation propofed by it, and not defeat the 
purpofc of it; or be productive of evils greater than any 
which exift in the confequences of the proceedings which 
have already taken place, and which time has almoft ob- 
literated. The orders of the Court of Directors are con- 
ditional 1 they require nothing but in the event of d if- 
coveries made fubfequent to the advices which were before 
you on the 14th of February laft, in alleviation of the 
former conduct of the Begums. Nothing has' fince ap- 
peared in relation to them, but their refufal, -or rather 
that of one, to fulfil her engagements for the payment of 
the remainder of the fum exacted from her by the Nabob 
Vizier, in the beginning of laft year. Whatever obe- 
dience may be due to the clear afcertained fpirit of the 
orders of the Court of Directors, this obligation cannot 
extend to points which neither the letter nor evident fpi- 
rit of their orders apply. If I am rightly informed* the 
Nabob Vizier and the Begums are on terms of mutual 
good-will.' It would ill become this government to in- 
terpofe its influence by any act which might tend to revive 
their animofities, and a very flight occasion would be 
fufficient to effect it. It will be to little purpofe to tell 
them that their conduct has, in our estimation of it, been 
wrong, and at the fame' time to announce to them the 
orders of 'our fuperiors, which more than vindicate the 
reverfe ; they will inftantly take fire on fuch a declaration, 
proclaim the judgment of the company in their favour, 
demand a reparation of the acts which they will conftruc 
wrongs, with fuch a fentence warranting that conduc- 
tion, and either accept the invitation, to the proclaimed 
fcandal of the Nabob Vizier (which will not add to the 
credit of our government) or remain in his dominions, 
but not under his authority, to add to his vexations, and 
the diforder of the country, by continual intrigues and 
(editions : enough already exifts to affect his peace, and 
the quiet of his people — if we cannot heal, let us not 
inflame the wounds which have been inflicted. If the 
Begums think themfelves aggrieved to fuch a degree as to 
juftify them in an appeal to a foreign jurifdiction ; to, 
appeal to it againft a man (landing in the relation of fon 
and grandfon to them ; to appeal to the juftice of thofc 
who have been the abettors and inftruments of their im-. 
puted wrongs j let us at leaft permit them to be the judges 
of their own feelings, and prefer their complaints before 
we offer to icdrefs them — they will not need to be 
promoted, 
r Google 
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prompted. I hope I (ball not depart from the fimplicity 
of official language in faying, that the majefty of }uftice 
ought to be approached with folicitation, not defcend to 
provoke or invite it, much lefs to debafe itfelf by the 
fuggeftion of wrongs, and the promife of redrefs, with 
the denunciation of punifliment before trial, and even 
before accufation. 

Mr. MacpherfoH.— T fee, with the Governor-general, 
the difficulty of writing a letter to the Begums that would 
not in fome degree extenuate their pail conduct, yet con- 
vey to them a knowledge of the proclftton tendered t6 
them, in the event of future diftrefles, by the Court of 
Directors. I wifhed to adopt an expedient to fhew the 
Company that we were ready to meet any wifhes they had 
on the fubject: I only fuggefted the idea, but do not 
move it as a queftion ; the majefty ofjuftice ought cer- 
tainly to be met with folicitation, and would not defcend 
to provoke or invite it; but from fome expreflions in the 
letter of the Court of Directors, I am led to think they 
had fome complaint before them, or a different reprc- 
fentation from the evidence fent by this government about 
(he rebellion of the Begums, when they wrote their di- 
rections of the 14th February laft, othcrwile they would 
Cither have approved or difapprored of the conduct of this 
adminiftration, upos the fa&s ftated to them, or have 
been filerrt till they received further advices. I agree with 
Mr. Stables, that the Reiident at the court of Oude 
fltould be called upon to ftate to the Board, whether the 
Begums have received the amount of their Jaghires. 

BxtfaSt tf G tr.tr al Letter from Bengal ; dated zotb Oftsbtr 

■783- 

THE directions which you have been pleafed to give, 
in your commands of the 14th February laft, concerning 
the Begums atFyzabad, have alfo produced different opi- 
nions upon them at this Boaad ; which being recorded, 
we mult beg leave to refer you to our proceedings, noted 
in the margin *, for a reply to that part of your letter. 

JExtrail ef Bengal Secret Confutations, 21J} Oflobtr 1783. 

READ the following letter from Mr. Briftow. 

* Conf. 28 Jug. Mr. Wbeler's Minutt.— Governor-gene- 
ra?* do. — nd Mr. Stables da.—GovtTnor-generaVs do.—* 
13 Ot3. Mr. Macphet fen's da.—Gsvtrnor~gtBerai*s dt. — 
Jtr.AfPberjen.4e. 
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Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I have received your commands of the 28 ultimo, and 
now rranfmit you a lift of the Jaghires refumed fince the 
agreement made by the honourable the Governor-general 
with b,is Excellency the Vizier, atChunar, in September 
1781, as furnilhed me by Hydcr Beg Cawn. The lift I 
had formerly the honour to forward to your honourable 
Board was the fum propofed to be allowed to the pro- 
prietors, in Heu of the income of their Jaghires, and not 
the actual amount : my alcertaining thefe particulars has 
occafioned the delay in my replying to your orders, 

I have only to obferve, in regard to the fituation of the 
Jaghiredars, that very few of them have received any part 
(if their allowances, and they are all indiftrefs. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

Luckriow, (Signed) John Bristow, 

25 Sept. 1783,. Rendent at the Vizier's court. 



Account of the Rsfumed Jaghires in the Fuffullee Tear 1 1 ! 

The Nawaub. Salar Jung, and his fons ■ 
'('he family and fons of the late Mirza 

Ally Cawn - 

The Bhow Beagum 
The Nawaub Beagum 
Sherof Ally Cawn, Lulf Ally Cawn, 
and the family of Bund Ally Cawn 
HuJTun Reza Cawn 
Nawaub Modar Ul Dowlah 
Iroaum ul Dien Cawn, - t 

Khaim Cawnd Hitigam Cawn - • 
Rajah Tipper Chund 

Holah Sing 

Sobah Sing - - - 

NuddeeSing 

Mooly Sing 

Newar Sing - - - 

Rowanny Sing - 
Miraa Ruftum Ally 
Bur Eea,r Sing T 

Mohim Sing - , , 

Behadre Sing - - 

Mahommed Ghofe 
Gholaum Cawn - -_ 

Umber Ally Cawn 
Auffrein. Ally Cawn " - ' - 
Khofh NusBzer Ally Cawn 
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Eofuph Ally Cawn - - 14,533 

Buflunt Ally Cawn - - 3,825 

Almafs Ally Cawn - - 30,000 

Mahomed Wudgee - 600 

Meer Umjud - - - 8,051 

Mahomed Shuffy - - ■ - 670 

Seyf Ulla - - 5,954 

Ally Achbus Beg - - 10,273 

Mahomed Fazil ... 301 

Mahomed Ecar Cawn - - 4,376 

Hubbee Beg - 12,000 

Bhamut UUa - - 51273 

Salaim Ulla Cawn -, " - - 7,*73 

Nader Hufiem Cawn - - 7,031 

Meer Zeah ul Deen - - 5,758 

Mungoo Beg - - , 9,670 

Buxhoor Nur - - - 1,501 

Mohim Gudgee - - 2,471 

Meer Fazil Ally - - 11*037 

Rajah Jao Loll - - 41,942 

Meer Maooah - - 1,211 

Hicmut Huflum Cawn - - 4,906 

Sufder Ally Cawn - 2,400 

Moda Buck . 450 

Meer Khys Ulla - - 13,000 

Mirza Rufte* Soudah - - 2,370 

Moonfliy Baifei - _ 425 

Rajah Belbim Sing - 16,500 

Roy Wholafs Roy - 1 1,500 

Khaujah Neamut Ulla - - 4,031 

Huflem Ally, and Bauher Ally - 2,263 

Mahomed Suddeah - - 14,000 

Mahomed Ally - - 2 » I 34 

Ruddre Miin Shoozul - - 13,202 

Mahomed Nur - 12,669 

Turhaud Ally Cawn - - 7,082 

Mirza Huflein - _ r 4» 1 30 

Mahomed Sand Cawn - • 4,015 

Jaghire Lutafut Ally Cawn - 1,15,805 

Jaghirc Rajah Goyend Ram - 22,000 

Rupees 3°>53.59° 
Errors excepted. 



"(Signed)'" JOHN BRISTOW, 

Refident at the Vizier's Court. 

Ordered, 
as,,!** oy Google 
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Ordered, That Mr. Briftow be directed to furnifli the 
Board with a particular account, fpecifyifig the amoent 
actually paid to the Begums at Fyzabad, fince the re- 
lumption of the Jaghires took effect in the year 1781, 
and tbe amount actually due to them ; and to inform the 
Board whether the payments have beea made id thCfti 
through him. 

Extras ef tbe Secret Litter from Bengal ; dated 2$tb Ai- 
vember 1783. 

Par. 1 1. IN our ad'drefs by the Nerbudda, we had the 
* honour of acquainting you, that a queftion had arifen at 
our Board on your letter of the 14th of February, re- 
fpefting the Begums at Fyzabad. We have now the plea- 
sure to acquaint you, that your withes in relation to their 
Jaghires have been Supported by the Vizier himfelf, who 
has defired that their Jaghires may be reft or ed to them. 
A copy of his letter to the Governor- general is tranfmit- 
ted for your perufal and information in this difpatch. 

From the Nabob Vizier : 
TJfual Introduction. Received 6th Nov. 178*. 

THE authority And influence of thejagierdas in tbe . 
Jageers diftrifts were formerly the caufes of fome dia- 
llers in tliofe of government, and the Aumils of the latter. 
were wont to make complaints. It had become an object 
»ith jne alfo to reduce the Jageers to their original value. 
.Moreover, during the disturbances at Benares, I sad en- 
iertajned fufpirions of the fidelity of fome of the Jageer- 
darsj and for the preceding reafons, when at Chunargar, 
J .propofed the feque(trat,ion of piy grandmother's and 
mother's Jageers, and of thole of the Nabob Saulaur 
Jung, and others of my relations and connections ; and 
on ray return to the Soubah of Oude, I carried the mea- 
sure into execution. In the courfe of the two years that 
their Jageers have been fequeftered (for the prefent is tbe 
third year of their fequeftration} the motives to that mea- 
fure have been anfwered, and my doubts fully fatiafied. 
There are now none who will prefume to difobey my 
will ; and the diftreffes which they individually fuffer are 
'beyond description : And on this account it is now my 
wifh to put my grandmother, my mother, the Nabob Sau- 
lur Jung, ana others of my relations, agreeably to the 
accompanying lift, again in poflelEon of their Jageers. 
1 therefore requcft that you will write to Mr. Briftow not 
to oppofe the meafure, but to allow them to be delivered 
vp. Conclude as ufual. 

v. 
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Lift »f yagetrs accompanying tbt preceding Letter, 

Jageers, and Names of Jageerdars, as follows t 

Jagier of my Grandmother* 

Jageer of my Mother. 

Jageer of the Nabob Saulaur Jung. 

Jageer of the fons and family of the late Nabob Iftikhaur 

a Dowla, Meerza Ally Khan. 
Jageer of the Nabob Jummaumdeen. 
jageer of the Jons of Bund Alii Yhhaun. 
Jageer of the Nabob Muddaur U'Dowla. 
A true Copy of the Translation. 

(Signed) E. HAY, 

, Airing Secretary to the Secret Department. 

Extraff ef Bengal Secret Cinfultathm, the 2$lh November 

1783- 

To Edward Hay, Efquire, Sub-Secretary. 

I AM favoured with your letter of the 21ft ultimo, 
•conveying the orders of the honourable Governor-general 
and Council, directing me to furnifh a particular account, . 
fpecifying the amount actually paid to the Begums at 
Fyzabad finte the refumption of their Jagbeers took ef- 
fect in 1781 — the fum actually due to them — and whether 
the payments to them have been made through me. 

As k will be fomc days before I fhall be able to obtain 
the accounts required by the Board, you will oblige me 
in representing this circumftance, that the delay may not 
be imputed to neglect, or inattention to their commands. 
I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 

Reiidest at the Vizier's Court. 

Mxtraft ef Bengal Secret Cotifultatians, \bth December 1 783. 

READ the following letter from Mr. Briftow. 

Edward Hay, Efquire, Sub-Secretary. 
Sir, 
As I have not yet been able to procure from the Minis- 
ter of his Highnefs the documents and accounts necelTary 
to enable me to furnilh the honourable Board with the 
explanation required from me in our letter of the 21ft 
ultimo, I muft beg, if any mention of this matter Jhould 
occur, that you will acquaint the gentlemen with the 

occaCon 
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occafion of the delay ; affiiring them I fhall obey their 
commands the moment the accounts are delivered to 
me. 

- 1 have the honour.to.be, &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 

17 Nov. 1783. Refident at the Vizier's Courti 



Letter /rem Mr. Haftingt te the Nabob Hydtr Beg Covin. 

WHEN I prevailed upon the Nabob Vizier to commit 
the entire charge of his revenues and the administration 
of his finances to his ministers, of whom you are the 
afting and refponfible perfon, with the concurrence of the 
Refident, Mr. Middleton, I had fo fure a reliance on your 
integrity, diligence, and abilities, which are universally 
known, and no lefs on the fame qualities of Mr. Middle- 
ton, that I departed with a mind perfectly at eafe, expect- 
ing that order would be reftored to the Nabob's affairs, 
capable and tru ft -worthy Aumils appointed to the fuper- 
intendance of the diftridts, the forces duly ftationed for 
the fecurity of peace and the confirmation of the autho- 
rity of the Sirkar, and that the paft and growing debt of 
the Company would be completely discharged in the 
courfe of the year, and that 1 would receive the thanks of 
the Nabob, your matter, for the effects of my Solicitude 
for the fupportof his dignity and eafe. The event lias 
proved the reverfe of thefe hopes;— an accumulation of 
diftrefs, debafement, and diftatisfadion to the Nabob, 
and »f disappointment and difgrace to me. — Every mea- 
sure which he had himfelf propofed, and to which he. 
had foliated my effiftance, has been fo conducted, as to 
give him caufe of difpleafure ; there are no officers eftab- 
liOied, by which his affairs could be regularly conduct- 
ed ; mean, incapable, and indigent men have been ap- 
pointed Aumils of the diftrifts, without authority, and 
without the means of perfonal protection ; fame of them 
have been murdered by the Zemindars; and tbofe Zemin- 
dars, tnftead of punimment, have been permitted to re- 
tain their Zemindarries with independent authority; all 
the other Zemindars Suffered to rife up in rebellion, and 
to infult the authority of the Sircar, without any attempt 
made to fupprefs them ; and the Company's debt, inftead 
of being discharged by the alignments and extraordinary 
Sources of money provided for that purpofe, is likely to 
exceed even the amount at which it Aood at the time in 

which 
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which the arrangement with his Excellency was con- 
cluded. The growth of thefe evils was early made known 
to me, and their effects foreboded in the fame order and 
manner as they have fince come to pafs. — 'Added to thefe, 
I ibis inftant learn, that Almafs Ally Cawii, to whom 
you had entrufted the greateft portion of the collections, 
without any pledge or fecurity for his fidelity, has thrown 
off his allegiance, and quitted the Nabob's dominions, 
taking with him an immenfe treafure, the fruit of his 
embezzlements and opprcfllons, and an army raifcd for 
its protection. This too was long fince foretold, and 
ought to have been fufpected. 

In fuch a ft ate of calamity and difgrace, I can no 
longer remain a paffive fpectator ; nor would it be becom- 
ing to conceal my fentiments, or qualify the expre/Eon 
0/ them. I have hitherto forborne to interfere, that I 
might not weaken your influence, and thereby difable you 
from fulfilling the refponfibility of the great truft which 
had been affigned to you. I now plainly tell you, that 
you are anfwerable for every misfortune and defect of the 
Nabob Vizier's government. You poffefs abilities, and 
the means of retrieving them ; nor is it yet too late, for 
the refourees of the country ftill remain : I expect it, and 
immediately. — And as the firft effect of your exertions, I 
require, that the balance, which is due to the Company, 
be fully cleared by the end of the year; fo that not an 
' anna fhall remain in arrears. I have a right to exact this 
return to the confidence which the world has feen me 
place in you, and to the good offices which the friendfhip 
of the Nabob Vizier has enabled me to afford you. If I 
a,m difappolnted, you will impofe on me the painful and 
humiliating neceffity of acknowledging to him, that I 
h.ave been deceived, and of recommending the examina- 
tion of 'your conduct to hisjuftice, both for the redrefs 
of his own and Company's grievances, and for the injury 
fiiftained by both in their mutual connexion. 

Do not reply to me, that what I have written is from 
the fuggeftion of your enemies, nor imagine, that I have 
induced myfelf to write in fuch plain and declaratory 
terms, without a clear infight into all the confe'quences 
of it, and a fixed determination upon them. 

Extrafi of Bengal SfiretConfuhaHons, yti September 1782. 
THE Governor' General having received a private let- 
ter from Major Palmer at Lucknow, which he has fent 
to Mr. Wheler, with a requeft that he will lay it be- 
fore the Board for their con fide rat ion ; it is now read, 
with the Governor General's fenuments upon it, as. fol- 
lows : , 
. Voi. 1^ B The 
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The papers now laid before_ the Board, contain infor-' 
mat ion, whether true or falfe, of Aieh an alarming na- 
ture, as to requre fome immediate and effectual meafure 
to prevent the poffible confequences of the ci re um fiance*; 
therein contained. In the prefent inftance, delicacy to 
Mr! Johnfon cannot be regarded ; a whole province mai 
be thrown into convulfions by it, and tliofe of the Com- 
pany be involved in the general confufion. The gover- 
nor-general himfelf has no doubt of the truth of the in- 
formation ( and if fuch violent meafures could be necef- 
iary to the interefts of the Company, it was Mr, John- 
ion's duty to have communicated that neccflity, and his 
• motives for futh conduct, together with the fteps he had, 
taken, to the Board ; — but fuch information has never 
been given Jo us by him, and he muft therefore thank 
himfelf for confequences ariling out of his own remifinefs 
and inattention to his duty. 

Sir, 

I have received your orders to quit Lucknow, and am. 
preparing to obey them. 

Hyder Beg Cawn called upon me yefterday morning, 
to acquaint me that he had heard of my recall from Mr. 
Johnltone, and to declare, that as my prefence was the 
only check upon that gentleman's violent defigns againft 
him, he would not remain in the Vizier's dominions a 
moment after my departure. I put in' his hands a copy 
of youHetter to him; he was amply' affected by the po- 
rufal, that for a conliderabte time he was incapable of 
utterance, and at laft was obliged to leave me abruptly* 
to defer the explanation of his conduct until his mind is* 
more compofed : Whatever may he his character and pro- 
ceedings, the injuries and infults which he daily fuftains 
at the hands of Mr. Johnftonc, are impolitic as well as" 
ungenerous, and are in their nature infuppor table.- Mr. 
Johnftpne's motive for a conduct fo diametrically oppW 
fite to that of his principal and friend, is either calcu- 
lated to imprefs a belief of his having had no fhare or in- 
fluence in meafure* which he fees universally condemned, 
or is more probably the refult of a concerted plan be- 
tween him and Mr. Middleton, to drive Hyder Beg Cawn. 
out of the country, that they may fix the entire blame' 
of mi (management upon him, ana fupprefs his evidence, 
which could not fail to criminate themielves: The de- 
lay of Mr. Middleton in returning to his ftation, ftrongly* 
warrants this fuppofltion. 

I endeavoured to encourage Hyder Beg Cawn to a re- 
liance on your juftice, by alluring him that you would 
nor. hold him refponfible for meafures which had been 
" '■ '• " ■ " "' .dictated' 
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dictated to him by an influence he could not oppofe, and 
by explaining to him your intentions re f pec ting the fub- 
jects contained in your letter to him. But before your 
protection can be extended to him, he may be ruined by - 
the power and malice of Johnftone, and I am afraid that 
his natural timidity will impel him to fome precipitate 
refoliitton of fatal confequence to the Vizier's affairs. 

I have been with the Nabob iince I begun my letterj 
he appears equally furptized and diftrcfTcd that you have 
recalled me without giving him intimation of it, and con- 
fide; s it as a plain indication of meafures to be adopted 
here, incompatible with the fentiments which you in- 
structed me to impart to him : He has loft all expecta- 
tions of deliverance from the usurpations of Mr. John- 
ftone, and regards his authority as annihilated for ever; 
a kind of fullen defpair feems to have pofTefTed his mind j 
he carnellly in treats me," as his laft hope, to wait for your 
fentiments upon the rep re fen tat ions which Mr. Davy 
will make to you, and declares that if thefc fhould not 
induce you to afford him relief, he will demand an afylum 
in Calcutta, 

Lucknow, I am, &c. 

2 4 th Aug. 1781. (Signed) W. PALMER. 

Xronjlation of a Letter /rem Hjder Beg Khawn it Major 
William Davy j received September bth 3 1782, at Calcutta. 

Ufual Introduction. 

I HAVE wrote you two letters previous to this, which 
\ hope are arrived. The former language and carriage 
of the acting chief here have again been received, and in 
fuch manner, that in confequence thereof we can no lon- 
ger know each other. . His conduft has turned out extra- 
ordinary indeed, and is all the offspring of artifice. I 
repeatedly hinted to you when at Lucknow, that he was - 
not un watchful of his object, and that be was meditating 7 
my ruin, inafmuch as every mark of favour conferred 
upon me by the Governor has been difpleafing to him ; 
and the circumftance I apprehended has now come to 
oafs, for he has caufed letters of reprimand to be written, 
to me by the Governor. I am on all occaiions ready to 
fulfil the Governor's pleafure : This declaration I have 
repeatedly made to you, and I fhould doubt not but you 
' will repre fen t the fame to him. With refpect to the ad- 
vantage be (Mr. johnftone) has taken in accufing me, I 
am now fileht ; 1 will firft pay off the balance due to the 
Company, and then, relying on the kindnefs of the juf-. 
tice of the Governor, I am ready.to uXwer to every par- 
It % tjcular. 
VjOOQIC 
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ticular. At the end of two days I will write you fully 
of the plan now in agitation for difcharging the debt. \X 
is well that he has taken the lead in accuiing me; I 
ftall now alfo do my duty in reprefenting my Of u at; ion ; 
as loon as the money Hue to the Company is paid, I will 
inform the Governor in the fulleft manner of his conduit 
with refpeet to me, and I will write particularly to you 
on the fame fubjeft from thence ; the propriety or impro- 
priety of my conduft will be made known. In fact he 
has, in order to render me contemptible, appointed the 
Aumils of his own choice, and in fuch a manner, that 
no one either attends the prefence of the Nawaub, or 
comes to vifir me. Sitting in his apartment, he fends for 
whatever Sunnuds or orders he thinks proper; without 
remedy I write and deliver them : He moreover directs 
the Sunnuds to be fent on his own part to the xefidence 
of the perfons for whom they are made out, as if fuch 
matters had no connexion with th« Sircar of the Navvaub. 
As fodn as the debt is difcharged every thing ftall be re- 
lated. His complaints alfo to the Governor, that by the 
continuance of Major Palmer the Company's affairs, fuch 
as the receipt of the balance, &c, are retarded, are all 
written for the purpofe of fecuring and eftablifting him- 
felf, for no fuch obftruc~tions to the Company's concerns 
have ever been produced by tbe prefence of Major Pal- 
mer ; on the contrary, in the confidence derived there- 
from, feveral affairs have been brought to a conclufion. 
After payment of the balance, when the Irate of things 
heije ftall be communicated at large, it will be under- 
stood that, owing to the encouragement and confidence 
given by Major Palmer, affairs have been concluded, and! 
that ho Impediments have ever arifeh therefrom. All thefc 
are the contrivances of Mr. Johnftone, who is the all- 
powerful here. The Vizier has no power in this place, 
nor' the Naib of the Vizier, nor Mr. Middleton; the) 
fole mafter of affairs is Mr. John/on : Whatever he writes 
to Mr. Middleton, that Mr. Middleton writes to Calcutta, 
otherwife it is nqt Mr. Middleton's difpofition to traduce 
any one without caufe. In a word, that which I fore- 
told to you 're'fpecling him has come to pafs ; by the blef- 
fing of God the whole will be known in a few days. 
Vou may fpeak on thefe affairs with confidence ; the Go- 
vernor's pleafure ftall be fulfilled; there ftall be no ne- 
glect upon me; and fome meafure be taken, otherwife I 
will not continue in this fociety. As loon as the Com- 
pany's money is paid I will wait upon the Governor. I 
nave in fuch manner continued to devote myfelf, both in 
life and fortune, to the fervice of the Company, that all' 
mankind here have become my enemies; but owing to 
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Mr. Johnfon my- endeavours hare been converted into 

mifdemeanors. 

In confequence of the above advices, and various other 
informations relative to the diftra&ed ftate of the Vizier's 
country, which evidently prove the neglect of the acting 
Refident, in not having made any communications what- 
ever regarding them to this government, the Governor- 
general gave it as his opinion to the members of the 
Board refpe&ively, that Mr. Richard Jbhnftone, who in 
the abfence of Mr. Middleton the Refident was left in 
charge of that office, mould be ordered immediately 
"down to Calcutta ; and that the commanding officer at 
Gawnpore fhould be directed* in cafe of the difobedience 
of Mr. Johnftone, to fee the orders of the Board en- 
forced : He further ex pre fled his opinion, that a copy of 
the orders of the Board mould be tranfmirted to Mr. 
■Middleton, who it may l>e fuppofed will by that time be 
returned to his Aation, that he may likewife affift in en- 
forcing his execution of. them. 

The Board, talcing the purport of thefe advices and 
communications into their more ferious con fi deration, and 
being fully fatisfied of the neceflity of recalling Mr. 
Johnftdne immediately from Lucknow, both to quiet the 
Vizier's apprehenlions, and to oblige him to anfwer for 
his paft conduct. 

Refolved, That the following letter be immediately 
difpatched to him. 

Mr, Richard johnrbn. 
Sir, 

You are hereby peremptorily ordered and commanded, 
within forty-eight hours of the receipt of this letter, to 
quit Lucknow, and repair without delay to the prcfidency 
of Fort William. , 

We have further to acquaint you, that the command- 
ing officer at Cawnpore has been directed to enforce thefe 
orders in cafe of di (obedience on your part , 

Previous to your departure, you will deliver over the 
charge of the Refidency, with all the treafure, accounts, 
papers, and other documents, of which you are in pof- 
feffion, to the next fenior affiftant on the fpot, if Mr. 
Middleton is not already returned to Lucknow. 

We are, &c &c. 

3 T. 
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To Mr. N. Middletom 

Sir, 

Having thought it neceflary to order Mr. Johnftone's 

immediate return to the presidency, we inclofe a copy of 

the letter we have Tent to him, to which you will require 

bis faithful obedience. 

Fort William, We are, ore &c. 

7th Sept. 1782. 

To Colonel James Morgan, commanding the Troops at 
Cawnpore. 
Sir, 
Having thought it neceflary to order Mr. Richard 
John ft on to quit Lucknow within forty-eight hours of 
the receipt of our letter to him of this date, and to repair 
immediately to the prefidency, we hereby direct you to 
enforce this order, by means of a military guard, in cafe 
of Mr. Johnfton&'s difobedience j for which purpofe you 
will write to the officer in command at Lucknow, or adopt 
fnch other effectual means as you (hall think proper. 
Fort William, We are, &c. 

7th Sept. 178a. 

ExiraS cf Bengal General Conftthal'ums, the 23d September 
1782. 

RECEIVED the following letter from the Gover- 
nor-general. 

Gentlemen, . 

A few days before my prfefent indifpofition commenced, 
I informed you, that I was forry to find that the Refident 
at the Vizier's court had evidently failed in hie duty to 
this government, in not having caFrted into execution the 
conditions and fpirit of the late treaty with the Vizier. 
I had farther thcmortification to be obliged to inform yon, 
that neither the "Refident, nor his deputy in his ah fence, 
bad communicated to me the confufions which had arifen 
in the Vizier's dominions from a neglect or violation of 
the treaty. 

The letters which I wrote, in confequenceof fuchmlf- 
managements, to the Refident and to the acting minifler 
of the Vizier, were laid before you and approved. 

Upon the fame occafion I obferved to you, that the 
obftacle which oppofed itfelf to the nomination of Mr. 
Briftow to the refidentfhip at Oude no longer exifted ; it 
was removed by my having vindicated what muft ever be 
efteemed one of the neceflary privileges of this govern- 
ment : I had the pleafure of finding, upon the moll im- 
partial enquiry, that the conduit of Mr. Briftow, during 

Coo* 
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lils former residence at the court of the Vizier, had been 
proper and attentive. I accordingly wifhed to recommend 
him to fucceed the prefent Refidenr, provided the Vizier 
■had no reafonable objections to his appointment. 

I have now great fat is faction in informing you, that 
my letter to the acting minifter of the Vizier has had the 
happieft effect, in realising the heavy balances due to the 
Company from Oude ; and it is laid, that the prefent 
Refident and his deputy are brought to a proper fcnfe of 
their duty to theCompany. 

But as in every act of my administration of the affairs of 
the Company, I never had an object in view but their per- 
manent intereft, as far as my judgment could direct me, 
and at prejudice in favour of thofe in whom I have con- 
fided, or againft thofe who oppofcd me, vanifh in my 
mind when the good of the fervice requires it, I now wim 
'you to recall Mr. Middleton from the court of the Vizier, 
and to appoint Mr. Briftow in his room. 

My weak ftate of health obliges me to dictate this letter 
from my bed ; yet I cannot but add, that your instructions 
to Mr. Briftow mould be ftrong and pofitive upon three 
points : rirft, that he Should always thew every poflibLe 
refpect to the Vizier and his family. Secondly, that be 
fliould take the moil effectual fteps for fecuring all that 
may remain unpaid of the Company's balances. Thirdly, 
that the Security and internal peace of the Vizier's domi- 
nions, and the happinefs of the people, fliould be conti- 
nually in his view, and that lie Should communicate fully 
and freely with this government upon tbofe fubjefts,— — 
The ftate of my health requires my proceeding farther up 
the river, and I Shall communicate to Mr. Briftow, with 
.your approbation, any more particular instructions that 
may occur to me, ana that I may be able to fend him. - 

Upon the Ganges, I am, with efteem, lie. 

near Sookfagore, (Signed) 

33d September 1783. Warren Hastings, 

-The Board, in conformity to the Governor- general's 
recommendation, and fenfible of the propriety of the 
meafurCj 

Refolve to recall Mr. Middleton immediately from the 
Vizier's court. 

The 'Board further refolve, That Mr. Briftow be ap- 
pointed to fucceed Mr. Middleton, and ordered to proceed 
with the utmoft difpatch to Lucknow, to take charge of 
that office. 
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The following letters are accordingly written : 

Sir, 
Having thought lit to recall you to the prefidency t and to 
appoint Mr. John Briflow to fucceed to your ftation, we 
hereby direct, that on Mr. Briftow's arrival at Lucknow, 
you immediately deliver over charge to him of the office 
of Resident, with all the treafure, accounts, papers, do- 
cuments, and dependencies thereunto belonging, and make 
the belt of your way to Calcutta ; for which place you 
will then fet out without further delay. 

We are, &c. 
Fort William, (Signed) 'Governor -general 

the 23d September 1782. and Council-; 



1 am directed by the honourable the Governor-general 
and Council to inform you, that they 'have been pleated 
to appoint you Refident at the court of the Vizier Afoph 
ul Dowlah, in the room of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, 
removed. You will therefore proceed to Lucknow with 
all poffible difpatch, and receive charge of that ftation, 
with all the treafure, accounts, papers, documents, and 
dependencies thereunto belonging, from Mr. Middleton. 
Instructions and credentials will be immediately prepared 
for you. 

I am, &c. 
Fort William, (Signed) J. P. Auriol, 

the 23d September 1782. Secretary. 

Mr. Macpherfon. 

I cannot but axprefs great fatisfaction at the Governor- 
general's recommendation of Mr. Briftow to fucceed to 
the refidency a't the Vizier's court; an office to which he 
was named by the Company, and to.which his abilities and 
experience are underftood to render him verv equal. 

The conduct of Mr. Middleton in .various inltances 
appears to-me highly reprehenftble. His negligence in 
nor informing this government of the confufions, if not- 
general rebellion, in the Vizier's country; and his dila- 
torlnefs in realizing the heavv debt due by the' Vizier to 
the Company, appear to me, in the prefent crifis of public 
affairs, as crimes again ft the ftate, and as fuch theyfhould 
be rigidly invefrigated. Mr. Johnfon's conduct as acting 
Refident appears to me to be fubject to a fimilar im- 
peachment ; but as I fhould be equally forry to condemn 
the conduct of any.fervant of this government, before be 
has every fair power for vindication given him — as I 

would 
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would be rigid in enforcing a juft puniftiment after con- 
demnation, fo I fliall move, upon the return of Meflieurs 
Middleton and Johnfon to the prefidency, that they may 
be called upon to account for their mi (management at 
' Oude, and that the complaints made of their conduct, 
both by the Vizier and his acting minifter, be taken into 
consideration. If ever there was a period in the diftrefs 
of any government, when neglect of duty or corruption, 
in fervants in high flat ion is fuperiorly criminal, it is the 
prefent crifis of the Company's difireffes ; critical fitua- 
tion, with their few allies and numerous enemies 1 
(Signed) 

John Macphekson. 

Extratl ef Bengal Secret Confultat'ioni, the iStb November 
17S2. 

READ the following letter from Mr. Richard Johnfon. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
I am honoured with your commands through your fe- 
Cretary of this date, requiring information upon the nature 
of bills received from Mr. Middle ton to the amount of 
L. K. Sa, 21,50,000. 

Thefe bills are a part remittance of the balance of his 
accounts for the year ngoj the remainder of which he 
will bring with him, or will fend down, upon receiving art 
an/wer to his letter of 4th' September, mentioning his 
having clofed the balances, and advifing that the Nabob 
bad oepofited the difference of balance claimed by the 
Board. 

■ This remittance was negociated in the following man- 
ner: 

The laft collections of the balances of the alignments, 
-annually granted to the honourable Company at Luck- 
now, ufually run two months into the new year, which 
time elapfes before the Aumils can adjuft their old ac- 
counts at the capital, and be ready to depart with their 
new agreement; in order therefore to prevent the Nabob 
from appearing to have failed in his part of the execution 
of the treaty of Cbunar, by which he was to liquidate 
his debt to the Company within that year, and to the 
performance of what this accuftomary delay would have 
given a falfe appearance, this argument joining in its 
iflue with an advantage to the honourable Company by 
a more fpeedy payment, it was mutually agreed to raife 
the amount of the outftanding balances from the Shrofts ; 
they to grant bills or pants, as wanted, for payments at 
Lucknow, or remittances to the prefidency, in exchange 

for, 

Dig* V^GOOglC 



30 Faptri ulativt to Cbargts W.aHdXVl. 

For, or in advance -upon,' the balances which thencefor- 
ward became payable to them [ the Nabob allowing the 
Shrofts intereft for their money, while they might be out 
of their money by the advance. The Shrofts, upon the 
Faith of the Englifh agency, accepted the propofal, and 
'accordingly iiTued the bills, and com pleated the whole 
balance, as brought to account in Mr. MiddletOn's ac- 
count, to the laft day of Auguft, now before the Board. 
The deed for the fecurity of the Shrofts was fealed by the 
Nabob, Minifters, and Refident. 

The balances thus realized by this advance, it was 
again p'ropofed by the Shrofts, whether they would alfo 
make a farther advance in like manner for 25 lacks, which 
was the Ann claimed by the Board as a difference of ba- 
lances in their accounts with the Nabob at your prefi- 
dency j the advance to he upon fimilar terms with the ne- 
gociation for the balances of the alignments. To this alfo 
they agreed pointedly, repeating that they were ftjmulated 
■fcy their faith upon the Englifh. The Nabob, Minifters, 
and Refident, figned this alfo, each party fatisfied with 
the refpective benefit arifing from it. The fecurity and 
funds far repayment of this latter was therefumed Jaghires 
or alienated eftates from the government lands, now re- 
fumed ; confequently they were funds, the alignment of 
which in no fhape curtailed the Nabob's former or ufual 
refources, or interfered with thofe lands upon which the 
alignments for the Company were granted \ which is 
proved by the fepai ate grant of the honourable Company's 
afligrumen ts for" the new year 1 190, nude at the fame time, 
and ifllied with the orders for the payment to the Shrofts. 

But left the prefent change of the presidency fhould 
alarm the Shrofts as any way connected with a difappra- 
bation of this loan, or advance upon the Nabob's refources, 
it would be very ufeful, if the honourable Board approve 
of it, to exprefs their approbation to the Shrofts, through 
the ufual channel, the Governor-general, aa an encou- 
ragement for fo bold and uncommon a flreteh of credit, 
unattempted and unexecuted before j and being the firft, 
jt well deferves the moil pointed and particular attention 
and encouragement from government. If they are well 
treated for this, they will always again be ready, when 
their .funds may be wanted. Near fifty lacks was no 
fmall exertion, and chiefly from one man, Gopal Dus; 
and if they are neglected, nothing can ever again be 
expected from them, or others, who may become informed 
ef the circumftances. From the nature of this bu fined, 
I muft hope the Board will pardon the intrufion of this 
.recommendation to them* The fupport of public credit 

inuft 
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jnuft ever be a prime object j every effort towards efta- 
bliihing it encouraged, and every agent in it fupported. 
I have the honour to be, 
Fort William, &c. &c. &c. 

aad October 1782. R.Johnson. 

Extrafi of Bengal General ConfuttatUns, i$thNovmber 1782* 

A D two letters, as follows, from Mr. 
>n : 

To James Peter Auriol, Efq. Secretary. 
Sir, 
I requeft you will, with the permiffion of the honou- 
rable the Governor-general and Council, be pleated to 
-furnilh me with a copy of the proceedings of the 7th of 
September laft, together with fuch other record as may be 
connected with or inductive to the orders of that day re- 
flecting me. 

.- Calcutta, I have the honour to be, &c. - 

20th Nov, 1782. (Signed) &, Johnson. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

In confequence of your orders of the 7th September, I 
arrived at the presidency on the 20th of October, and 
have, until now, watted in anxious hope of being honoured 
with your further commands ; but the delay that has 
arifen unavoidably rendering my Situation daily more 
irkfome, I am now impelled to folicit a communication 
of the grounds and. information upon which the honoura- 
ble Board proceeded in their orders to Colonel Morgan, 
and the late president at Lucknow, refpefting me, in Sep- 
tember laft, confidently trulting that I fhall be well able 
.to prove that the evident intentions of fuch parts of my 
conduct as may have brought upon me the difapprobation 
and difpleafure of the Board, too feverely exprefled and 
heavily damped upon me at that period, have been mif- 
reprefentcd. 

If the early difpatch of the Lively mould not admit of - 
my reply being fubmitted to you in time to accompany 
the packet, and I hope you will be pleafed to withhold 
the tranfmiffion of that part of your record which now 
Itands alone againft me, until it may be compleated for 
the next difpatch, with what I may be able to offer in 
my defence ; or fhould I have requeued that which. would 
be irregular to grant, permit me then to afk that this 
letter may be joined to the proceedings under difpatch, 
with an additional paragraph to induce the Court of Di- 
rectors to fufpend any judgment to my detriment, until . 

they 
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they fhall Be'come furniOted with my anfwer to the evi- 
dence upon which the Board have have ordered me to the 
prefidency. 

Calcutta^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

20th Nov. 1782. (Signed) R. Johnson. 

Agreed, thatthefecretary.be permitted to give a copy 
of the proceedings of the 7th September to Mr. Johnfon. 

Ordered, that the fecreury do inform Mr. Johnfon that 
the papers contained in the proceedings of the 7th Sep- 
tember do not fpecify every ground of accufatlon whicn ' 
has appeared again ft him; that, as foon as the lei Aire of 
the Board will permit, he will be made acquainted with 
the charges againft him, and allowed time to prepare his 
defence. 

Agreed, that the Court of Directors be requefted to 
fufpend their judgment on the cafe of Mr. R. Johnfort, 
until the proceedings (hall be completely before them. 

Exfraii »f ' Btngal Secrtt Caafuftatitms, the nth Jum 1783. 

THE fecretary having, in confequence of thereiblu- 
tion of the Board of the 21ft April laft, received from the . 
Governor-general the letters from Mr. Middleton and Mr. 
Johnfon to him, in order to draw up the charges againft 
tbofe. gentlemen, and having accordingly prepared the 
charges in conformity to the Board's orders, and circulated 
them, with the letters above mentioned, they are now 
recorded as follows, and ordered to be immediately Tent to 
Meflrs. Middleton and Johnfon refpeclively, that they 
may reply to. them. 

Charges againft Mr. Nathaniel Middleton. 

lft. For leaving unexecuted the feveral articles of the 
Govern or- general's peremptory orders and inftructions to 
you, dated at Chunar, the 20th September 178.1, not- 
withstanding thofe inftruftions enjoined and commanded 
your ftrictejt obedience, and were, both by the Vizier's 
formal agreement, on which they were founded, and by 
the tenor of them, intended to be carried into immediate 
effefl, the object of them being the reduction of the 
. Vizier's debt to the Company, which was in a conftant 
{late of accumulation, and a confeioufnefs of it feemed 
implied in your firft letter from Lucknow, dated 4th 
October 1781, which contained the following words; 
" We have not yet been able to enter on any buiinefs of 
" moment, but you may reft allured no time {hall be uti- 
" neceflarily confumed }" and in your letter of the I2th 
October, where you write in the moft preffing terms for 

the 
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the recall of the late temporary brigade, as being a part 
of the reform. Notwithstanding the Govern or- general, 
on the a6th December following, finding that you had not 
to that time taken any fteps towards accompiifhing the 
treaty, in the points in which the Vi?ier had engaged (he 
interference of our government, wrote to yog, " that the 
" reformation of the Vizier's army, and the new fettle- 
" ment of his revenues, were points of immediate con- 
" cern, and ought to be immediately concluded ;" and 
added, "I now demand and require you moft folemnly to 
" anfwerme, i\tt you confident in your own ability to 
*f accomplilh all thefe purpofes, and the other points of 
** my inftructions 1 If you reply that you are, I will 
** depart with a quiet and allured mind to the prcfidency, 
" but leave you a dreadful refponfibility if you difappoint 
*.* me. If you tell me that you cannot rely on your. 
,«* power, and the other means which you poflefs, for 
*' performing thefe fervices, I will free you from the 
** charge : I will proceed myfelf to Lucknow, and I will 
*' myfelf undertake them." To which you returned for 
anfwer, '.' I confidently reply, that I am fully compe- 
" tent to undertake and effect the completion of the 
',* reform, upon the grounds ftated in my anfwer to the 
" 4th paragraph, and therefore again repeat that youi 
*' coming here is unneceflary." Your anfwer to the 4th 
paragraph admits, that you have erred in fuppofing that 
the reform was not meant to take place that year; and 
adds, that " the inftant the Fyzabad buftnefs is finifhed, 
" which cannot take more than one fortnight from the 
« day of marching there, I fhall take fuch fteps, as the 
" means in my power will admit of, towards procuring 
** from the Nabob orders to each Aumil to pay his grofs 
** revenues to the Ministers, and to receive the pay of 
*' their troops, being reduced into regular muttered efta- 
M blifliments, from the general treafury; and would he 
** refufe, I will iffue my own, together with thofe of the 
U Minifters,tothatpurpofe." — And further, that*' thefe 
** three points complete the heads of your (the Governor- 
'_* general's) recommendation to the Nabob." Upon the 
ftrength of thefe a flu ranees, the Governor- general deufted 
from his intention to vifit Lucknow, as he hoped it would 
be unneceflary, and returned immediately to the prefi- 
dency, leaving upon you the icfponfibility he had de- 
nounced. 

adly. For giving not only precipitate and unwarranted 
afl'u ranees as above quoted, but contradictory information 
of faftsj for by your letters of the nth February 1782 
to the Govern or -general, you fay you inclofe one from 
the Vizier, " informing him of his compliance with the 
<••>■' ■ - H ■ ■ ■ •* only 
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** only points that remained unfinifhed of his part of the 
U late agreements," &c. and add, " I have, in confir- 
** mation of the above-mentioned letter, received one. ■ 
*' from the Minifter, informing me of the accomplifb,- 
*** ment of this reform, from which, with the total re- 
*« fum prion of all Jagheers which is now perfectly cora- 
'* pletcd, I have every reafon to hope for the moll bene-i 
« hcial refult, and that every part of this government 
** will now be in a Hate of regularity and tranquility 

V fcarcely ever before experienced." 

•* I alio truft, that you will now deem every with, 
*' expreffed in your inftrufttons to me, fully performed." 
, — Again, in your letter to the Governor of the 10th 
March following, you fay, " Having fucceeded in the 
*' imprefEon which I wifhed to make on the Minifters, 
*.* and the reduction which has been made in the Nabob's, 
" Mastejana troops ft lengthening the ground I had argued 

V on, I availed myfdf of this opportunity to propofe an; 
■ «* eftablifhment of the Company's troops."— In your 

letter to him of the 20th of that month, you fay," *' in 
s « order to complete the check you have directed over the. 
" Mooteyana and their payment, I have been neceffitated 
« to appoint an Aumeen to receive and remit to me the. 
*' collections of Litaput, Ally Cawn's Jaidads, &c." — 
And in your letter of the 25th March 1782, addreffed to,- 
the Governor-general, you defined the particular manner 
in which the feveral parts of your inftru&ions had been 
carried into execution; but by your letter of the 17th, 
September 1782, addreiTed to the Board, you only then 
declare, that you had Rationed an agent of your own in 
each Autnildarry throughout tbofe provinces, as mufter- 
mafter of the Mooteyana troops, and lay, that you " could 
«' not with propriety have taken fo deciftve a line in this, 
** bufinefs at an earlier period, as the Nabob and the 
"Minifters returning to the capitol fo late as tbe month, 
*' of October found, themfelves obliged to continue the 
" Aumils already in employ in their refpeclive trufts, or 
f riflt by the new appointments at that advanced feafon 
*• the lofs of the whole collections on the KierreefF or 
•■ firft crop, amounting to two-fifths of the annual re- 
** venue, and the fame circumftances involved the ne-. 
*■ ceffityof leaving their agreements nearly in the form 
** in which they flood in the preceding year. Hence it 
" became difficult and dangerous to take any immediate. 
*' fte'ps for the introduction of the Governor-general's 
"arrangements, beyond laying (he foundations of a fu- 
*« ture reform, which was duly attended to; and thefe 
" I can now fecurely build upon, as, by availing myfelf 
" of this early ferkd, every Aumil is apprized of the 
J 1 , terms 
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\* terms on which he embarks, and left without excufc 
*' for any failure in his engagements."— And thus de- 
ferring till September 1782^ what you thought it too late, 
in the feafon to carry into execution in October 1781, 
although you had urgent and pofitivc orders for doing it 
immediately, and although you had reported the actual 
performance thereof to have pafled. in your letters above 
quoted. 

3<lly. For thefe an.il other contradictions and inoon- 
fiitcncics, particularly pointed out to you in the Governor- 
general's letters^ dated [ft and 3d ofjanuary 1,782. 

4_th. For not reporting to the Governor genera), or 
to the Board, the-progrefs which you had made from time 
to time in your endeavours to comply with his inftruc- 
tions j and if you met with arj,y impediments in the exe- 
cution of them, for omitting to ftate thofe im pediments, 
and to apply for frelh orders upon them. 

5th. " For difobedience to the Governor-jrenerars pe- 
remptory or,ders of the 26th December 1781, contained 
in the following words :— " I approve the Nabob's refo- 
*' lution to deprive, the Begums of the ill-employed 
*' treafuies. In both fervices it muft be your care to. 
'* prevent an abufe of the power given to thofe that are 
*• employed in them. You yaurftif ought to be personally 
" prefent— Yau muft tiat allow any negotiations ar far- 
y bearance, but muft profecute both fervices until the 

V Begums are at the entire mercy of the Nabob," &c— • 
Whereas, by a letter from Major Naylor to the Governor- 
general, dated atcampKillaFyzabarj, 14th January 1782, 
j,t is declared as follows : — '* After my arrival, a couple af 

V days pajfed in negotiation^ but without effecl, and the 
** party in the town collecting and hourly gaining ftrength; 

V at length, after mature deliberation, it was refolved 
*.* that I Qiould, with my regiment and four guns, ftonn 

V the town j which I effected the iath in the morning." 
—And by this difobedience of the order which forbad 
any negociation. or forbearance, you allowed time for 
opposition, which evidently had been meditated, to take 
rts full effect, and for the concealment of the wealth 
which was in the Begums' pofleffion, as is acknowledged 
by your letter of the 18th January to the Governor- 
general. Your letter of the jth February is not a fuffi- 
cient exculpation from this charge, as the forbearance 
alluded to was before the attack of the Killa, and not 
" after the Begums were to be can fide red as entirely at 
" the mercy of the Nabob," which is the time it alludes 
to. — It might be good policy, after they were fo reduced, 
to obferve a temporizing conduct, becaiife the treafurea 
was then concealed, and none but the acceffarks to it* 
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concealment were acquainted with the places where it was* 
depofited. 

6th. For neglecting to realize the whole of the Vizier's 
debt to the Company at the end of the year 1 189, Fuffulle, 
notwithstanding your repeated affurances that it lhould 
be completely liquidated by that time, and in particular 
the affurances contained in your letter to the Governor-, 
general, dated 6th December 1781, " that from the Be- 
V gums alone you had no doubt of the complete liquida- 
" (ion of the Company's balance." 

7 tli. For neglecting to fecure the means, of liquidating- 
this debt, by only taking Tunkaws or alignments upon 
the country for the fum of rupees 76,37,458, when you, 
rouft have lcnqwn t^at the demand on the Vizier for that 
year (1189) would amount, to more than double that 
&m. 

8th. For omitting, according to annual ritftom, and 
the poi|tive orders of the Board, to fend down to them 
a regular account of the demands upon the Vizier for the 
year 118,9, and of the alignments taken to fatisfy thofe 
demands ; and for accepting the Alignments without the. 
authority of the Board, 

9th. For omitting to take any notice of the additional 
balance of rupees 26,48,571. 3. 8. ftated by the Ac- 
countant-general to be due from the Vizier to the Com- 
pany on the 30th April 1780, and not charged to him. 
by the Rcfidcnt, although fuch a formal intimation of it 
from the Accountant-general, as you received, was at 
lea it a fufBcient authority to have induced you to apply 
for the Board's orders concerning it, had you been other- 
wife dubious abbut admitting it; and although it arofe. 
from pofitive charges and demands upon the Vizier, which, 
ought to have been carried immediately to his account, 
and could not be in the- lcaft affected by any counter 
claims of the Vizier; which if allowed to be juft, he, 
might equally receive credit for, in account, at any fu- 
ture time after they had been fo allowed, ' 

10th. For anticipating the revenues, of the Vizier's, 
country, and burthening them with an enormous load of 
intereit, by mortgaging affignmerus upon them to the. 
Shroffs, at the ufury of 2 per cent, per menfem, in order; 
to accomplish a remittance of the above additional ba- 
lance to the prefidency, by the means of their bills,, 
within the year 11S9, after having omitted to include the 
(aid balance in the regular alignments. 

ittb. For loading the Vizier's revenues in like man-. 

ner with the further ufurious charge of 2 per cent, pet; 

rnenfem, in order to anticipate the liquidation of the ex-. 

cefs of difburfements beyond the amount which you had, 

received^ 
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»*cetved affignments Tor at the beginning of the year 1 1 89, 
by mortgaging to the Shroffs the balances of the affign- - 
menti uncollected at the end of the faid year 1189. 

12th. For endeavouring to conceal from us the know- 
ledge of the rebellion of Almas Ally Cawn t the Vizier's 
principal renter, by ftudioufly avoiding the mention of 
bis difobedience and night, which from the treafures and 
forces he carried with him, threatened to involve the Vi- 
zier's country in a ftate of warfare. 

13th. For afterwards purfuing meafures to encreafe the 
power of Almas Ally Cawn (already too formidable for a 
fubject) by procuring for him, on his return to Luck- 
now, a grant of additional diftrict;, on the condition of 
his becoming bound to the Shroffs for the payment of 
their Tunkaws or affignments in their favour, and thereby 
releasing your own iecurity to them for the liquidation 
of thofe Tunkaws. 

14.' For neglecting to advife us of the difturbance at 
Daranagur, when two of the Vizier's battalions were 
attacked and difperfed by a body of Fyzoola Cawn's . 
hoi fe ; and tbe confequerices might have been more feri- 
ous from this effect, although it appears to have proceed- 
ed from a private fray, and was unauthorized and un- 
known by Fyzoola Cawn. 

15th. For neglecting on every other occafton of difaf- 
feition or difturbance in the Vizier's Aumils, to report 
them to the Board, although confiderable detachments 
were made from the Brigade to quell fuch disturbances, 
by your own requisition, or that of your affiftant, Mr. 
Richard Johnfon. * 

1 6th. For concealing from us a knowledge of the ftate 
of the Vizier's dominions, and when you knew them to 
be under fuch precarious dependance as to require the 
con ft ant awe of a military force - to prevent a civil war, 
from the machinations of rebellious Zemindars; when 
you knew like wife that we were furrounded by enemies 
(the peace with the Marattas not having then been rati- . 
fied at Poona) ; for endeavouring at fuch a crifis to in- 
creafe the number of our enemies, and confequently our 
difficulties, by recommending an expedition, in concert . 
with the Viaier, to deprive Fyzoola Cawn of his Zemin- - 
darry ; although you acknowledge, in the fame letter, 
*-' that the pouemons of Fyzoola Cawn are fo fituated, 
" that there is no polfihility of cutting off his retreat, 
" whenever he might choofe to attempt it" — And again, 
that " there can be no doubt but Zabit-a-Cawn, with 
" whom he is clofcly connected, and keeps up a con- 
" ftant.iotercourfe, would feize any opening which might 
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"yield him the fairiteft brtpeJ of recovering ltts hcsedW, 
*' tary peflefljons in Rohikimd." 

Charges againft Mr. Richard Johnfon. 

ift. For affirming an unlicenCed authority in prejudice 
of the Vizier's government ; and interfering in the ma- 
nagement of his country, in opposition to nis will, and. 
to the endeavours and remon ftrances of nil minifter. 
The particular inftanccs allcdged are, " by appointing 
" Aumils of your own choice, and in fuch a manner 
*' that no one either attended the prefence of the Nabob, 
w or vifited his mintfter." 

zdly. " By exacting Summers, and orders from the 
'« prefence, at your own pleafure, and iffuing the Sun- 
'* nuds on your own part, as if his duty had been held 
■' independent of the Vizier's authority." 

jdly. For lending repeatedly to the Vizier, and to his 
miniiler Hydcr Beg Cawn, to advife them againft trani- 
ferring the ten lacks of rupees, intended as a prefent t» 
the Governor-general, to the- Company's account, as it 
would he a precedent for further demands, which, if the 
Vizier did not. refill, in the firft inftance, this govern- 
ment would never ceafe to harraCs him for money. 
. <lthly- For neglect of duty, in not having communi- 
cated to thjs government any meafures which the ftate of 
affairs in the Vizier's' country might render it neceflitry 
for you to adopt, if fuch neceffity prevailed, 
. 5thly. For further negled of duty, in not having writ- 
ten a Angle letter to this government during the ablence 
of Mr. MiddJetoh from his ftation at Lucknow, to re- 
port the ftate of the upper provinces, or of the Vizier's 
dominions) or to mention, any one occurrence of thofe' 
parts, notwithstanding the important, events which took 
place during that interval from the contentions which en- 
focd upon the deceafe of NudzifT Cawn, and the diftur- 
bances in the Vizier's country from the defection and 
flight of Almas Ally Cawn, one of his principal Zemin- 
dars, with a confiderable treafure and force ; from the 
refraftorinefs and di /obedience of other Zemindars, and 
from other caufes, which the Board have fince been in- 
formed of) and for not mentioning the ditafter which 
,. happened to two battalions of the Vizier's troops at Da*- 
ranagur; all which the Board obtained no knowledge of 
but' from private information. 

6th!y. For applying on different occafions to Colonel 
Morgan, commanding the brigade at Cawnpore, for mi- 
litary aid to enforce the orders of government, and quel? 
disturbances in different parts of the Vizier's dominions, 
without 
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without any reference, or even information, given to 
the Board of fuch applications, or the occafion for them. 
7th. But particularly for detaching, by the means of 
your application to the commanding officer at Cawnpore, 
one regiment from that brigade, to enforce the Vizier's 
demands upon the Nabob of Furruckabad, notwithstand- 
ing the pofitive prohibition of any interference from the 
Refident in the Vizier's daims upon that Nabob, and 
notwithstanding the further pofitive prohibition of de- 
tachments being required from the brigade, except in 
cafes -of extreme neceuity ; and on all thefe important oc- 
casions, fpr neglecting to make any communications to 
this Board* 

To Mr. Middleton. 

Chunar, aift November 1781. 

I KKOW not how to account for .the little attention 
jrhich you Acw to my orders, efpecially on a point which 
you know to be the moft important to my reputation. 
Before you left this place, I gave you a lift of papers 
which I fhould want both to explain and juftify the en- 
gagements which I had concluded with (he Nabob Vi. 
zier, and you promised' to fend them on your arrival at 
Lucknow. You obliged me to write preffingly, and I 
believe repeatedly forlthem* You then fent me accounts, 
which, had you but looked at their titles, you would 
bare known could be of no ufe, being the accounts of 
eirablifh merits, not of actual expenditures, and of eftab- 
lifljments of the year 1778, which arc either obfolete or 
much changed j and the account which I moll wanted 
you have not fent, which was the account of the Na- 
bob's prefent debt to the Company. I have been prevent- 
ed by your neglect of me from lending to the Board the 
report of this tranfaction, which of courfe will go home 
.only in private, and of courfe not the moft favourable 
accounts of it. 

I. now once more defire that you will inflantly fend me 
the following accounts : 

1. An account of the funis due to the end of the laft 
.month of the Fuffulce computation from, the Nabob Vi- 
zier to the Company, on account of each fcparate charge. 

2, An account of the dilburfements made and due for 
' the tail Fuffulce year for every different department paid 

by Mr. Wombwcll, viz. The temporary brigade, Major 
.Martin's, arfenal, Colonel Hannay's corps, body guard, 
;pejn£ons and falarjes, and the actual expei.ee of Captain' 
-Ctfb,&ijw's corps Cor the laft year, of his command. 
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To thefi; I muft add another equally neceflary with the 
foregoing, which I defire you to give me, as you can, but 
not to delay the foregoing for it ; viz. An account of the 
nominal value of each Jagheer ; And oppoled to it, Its real 
produce or its eftimatcd value. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 

The Honourable Warren Haftings. 

My dear. Sir, 

IT ts with the greateft concern that I haye to ac T 
knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21ft, ts you 
appear to be much hurt at the neglefl you accufe me with 
towards you. 

I really thought that I had fent you every account 
which you had afked me for at Chmiar. The eftablifh- 
ments of the troops under Britifh officers which I tranf- 
m it ted, although made, as you obferve, in the year 1778, 
are the fame by which the payments are at this moment 
made, excepting any extra diiburfement and contingency 
which cannot be provided for, and which but rarely oc- 
cur in the fervice. 

> And the revenue accounts were of the very laft year 
that had then been drawn out. The accounts of the new 
jear are not yet fettled or delivered in; and what have 
been transcribed has been lince my fending the accounts 
to you. 

However,- the accounts, as you now defire them, are 
tranferibing, and fliall' be fent you without a moment's 
lofsoftime. The receipts end difburfements of the laft 
year will not be quite complete, as the accounts of Gur- 
ruchpore and Furruckabad have not yet been clofed. 
- Sir Elijah Impey leaves us on Wednefday morning, af- 
ter which, I dare venture to aflure you, you will have 
much lefs caufe to tax me With want of punctuality. I 
have and mull neceilarily continue to be conftant in my 
perfonal attendance upon him, which I truft you will ad- 
mit as fome excufe for me. 

I am, &c. 
Lucknow,. NATH. MIDDLETON. 

25th Nov. 1 78 1. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings. 

My dear Sir, Lucknow, the 2d Dec. 1781. 

I had yefterday the honour of informing you of the 

meffag* I fent to the Nabob through the minifter, re- 

l>e&iflg the Jaghecrs, to which hit excellency this morn- 

tag 
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lag returned me a reply, purporting that if the meafure 
propofed was intended to procure the payment of bis ba- 
lance due to the Company, he could better and more 
expeditiously effect that objed, by taking from his mother 
what (he is very. able to (pare, and what he has an un- 
doubted right, as he conceives, to exad from her. .The 
prefent debt to the Company, as he with truth obferves, 
is a great part handed down from his father j and the 
funds from which he might have been enabled to liqui- 
date it, it is notorious, were withheld from him by the 
Begum, on the late Nabob's death. That according to 
the laws of the Koran, and the invariable, cuftom of the 
country, he is'juflly entitled to the whole eftatc and trea- 
sures of his father, and could legally demand their be- 
ing put in his pofleffion ; but that the fum he defires to 
take from his mother (about 60 lacks) bears no fort of 
proportion to the- immenfe wealth which fell into her 
hands on the death of his father, nor would it bear at all 
hard upon her, as he knows how much her treafures ex- 
ceed that fum. All therefore that he afks, is not to be 
interrupted in recovering a part of his hereditary right, 
by which" he will be enabled to difcharge immediately the 
whole of his debt to the Company. 

This, my dear Sir, is a flattering proportion ; and as 
to the point of right, admitting it to be lefs clear and 
defined than the Nabob chutes to conftder it, you may 
pojfibly be of opinion that the conduit of the Begums^ 
on the late disturbances at Benares, as fet forth in the 
Several testimonies laid before you, has forfeited any claim 
they might originally have had to the protection and me- 
diation of the Company ; and further, that it may not be 
political or yet perfectly fafe to truft them any longer 
with fucli powerful means of promoting an opposition to 
our jnterefls. 

For my own part I am fo well perfuaded of the difaf- 
'fe&ion of the Begums, particularly the prefent Nabob's 
mother, to our caufe, and of their promptitude to unite 
in any meafure to diftrefs us, that I could very eafily re- 
concile it to, my confeience to aflift the Nabob, inficad of 
obftru&ing him, in wrefting from them every benefit the/ . 
enjoy beyond a decent maintenance; however, this is 
only my own opinion, and by no means meant to influ- 
ence yours. The Nabob writes you htmfclf on this fub- 
jed, and you have his letter inclofed. Neither he ner I 
expedt that you fhould give a formal fanftion to the mea- 
fure propofed: It will be fumcient that you but hint 
Jour opinion upon it, and enable me to inform his Excel- 
ency whether you would or would not oppofe his de&gn. 
{.et me therefore entreat you, my dear Sir, to favour me 

C 3 £«**,, 
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with a line by 'the return of the Dauk ; and if your (eii- 
timcnts fhould happen to accord with my own, I doubt 
not but I fhould be able to congratulate you, in a very 
ftort fpace of time, upon the remittance of a handfomc 1 
fiirii to the presidency. ' ' 

(Signed) ' NAT H. MiDDLETC-N. 

P. S. Whatever may be your refolutlon upoti the fab- ' 
jeft of this letter, it will be expedient to keep it Secret 
The resumption of the Jagheers it is neceftary to Aifpehdi 
until I have your fentirnents on this letter. 

The Honourable Warren Bailings. 

My dear Sir, Lucknow, 6th Dec. 1781. 

, I UNDERSTAND, from a letter I have received 
from Sir Elijah Impey, that you are not yet fatisfied with 
the ftatenient tranfmiceed to you of the Nabob's debt to 
the Company; which induces me to trouble you. with a 
Jew .further remarks. 

In the Nabob's account current, dated and forwarded 
pp you the 30th ultimo, I pu'rpofejy particularized,- as 
far a5 my judgment could point but, any divifion or de- 
tail in it.. The /urn of rupees^ 32,78,613. ii. aftej- 
deducing 10,000 rupees for ah error, was the balance of 
the year 1187, agreeably "to Mr. Purling's account,, arij- 
ling from flibrt payments of the claims made upon, the 
"Nabob for : that year, and occafioned by 'he total collec- 
tions of the country not having proved adequate to the 
Nabob's own wants and our annual claims ; .arid upon 
thefe confide rations I found myfelf obliged, upon my ad- 
justment with his Excellency for the year 1188, to take a 
ich I duly informed the ho- 
lonation, rupees 19,50,600, 
larices, as the unavoidable 
if the eflablifhed troops, and 
nt's, fully engrofTed all the 
from the Nabob's abfolute 
a _ fu'al charges of collection. 

For this, therefore, I was obliged to accept a bond, the 
honourable Board being informed of it, and fanctifying 
"it by their concurrence. Both thefe bonds I feparately 
"particularized at the foot of the Nabob's account for 
.1 i88,and added the actual balance of rupees I2,0Q,87&.9. 8, 
for which new alignments were receiving. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, if this explanation does not 
"anfwer your purpofe, it is riot owing to tbe want of in- 
clination to take' any pains to afford you complete fatis- 
{a#ion., 
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facVion, but to my ignorance of any clearer mode of 
Hating it, or any other elucidation of which the account 
i* fulceptiblc 1 I muft therefore entreat you will do me 
the favour to inform me, what qucftion, unanfwered by 
ny explanation, can be afked upon it, and I will in- 
ftantly do my utmoft to make it more clear and explicit. 

I understand alfo from Sir Elijah's letter, " that you 
" approve of a iubfidy from Fayzula Cawn, and the 
" troops to be raifed upon it to be Rationed at Cawnpore 
" or Allahabad, bat not higher." 

The troops Fayzula Cawn offered through Mr. John- 
foB to hold in readtnefs upon his interpretation of the 
treaty, were 2,000 cavalry, and 1,000 infantry. If money 
inftead of thefe be required, he will probably propefe his 
owo rates of paying them* which are from 14 to 17 rm 
pees per month for each horfeman, with his Arms, accou- 
trements, and horfe, and 4 rupees each for the infantry j 
which would only amount together to little above 4 lacks 
per annum-Way 5 lacks, including Oadadars or officers ; 
a fum which I imagine you would conuder feared y worth 
the Company's acceptance, and at the races of our c-wtt 
fervice, the fame number of troops would' exceed twelve 
lacks, which I fuppofe is confiderably beyond what he 
will voluntarily pay. However, if it is your with that 
the claim thould be made, I am ready to take it up, and 
yds may be allured nothing within ray power Stall be Mi 
uatdone to carry it through. ' The tofeer or excels Of Fay-' 
zula Czwn's collections above the- valuation of his grant, 
. is laid to be equal to the laft-menttoned fum. 1 wait only 
your orders to proceed in this buunefs. ■ 

Finding the Nabob wavering in his determination about 
the lefnmption of the Jagheers, I this day, in prefence 
of, and with the miniltcr't concurrence, ordered the ne- 
eefiary Perwannahs to be written to the iereral Aitmils fof 
that purpofe, and it was my firm refolation to hare dif- 
patched them this evening, with proper people to fee them 
puaeoaarly and implicitly carried into execution ; but be* 
tore they were all tranfcrJbed, I received a meflage from 
the Nabob, who had been informed by the minifterof the 
Ktbfution I had taken, intreatMig that I would withhold 
the Perwannahs until to-morrow morning, when he would 
attend -me^ and afford me fatisfailic-n on this point. As 
the lofs'of a few hours in the difpatchof the Perwannahs 
appeared of little moment, and as it is poffiblethe Nabob* 
teeing that the bulinefs will at all events be done, may 
make it an a£t of 'bis own, I have contented to indulge 
himinnie requeft; but, be the refult of our interview 
whatever it may, nothing flnrfl prevent the orders being 
icTued to-morrow, either by him or tnyfelf, with the con- 
C 4 currcne 
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eurrence of the minifters. Your pleafure rofptding the 
Begums I have learnt from Sir Elijah; and the meafure. 
heretofore propofed will foon follow the refumptton at 
the Jagbeers. From both, or indeed from the former 
alone, I have no doubt of the complete liquidation of the 
Company's balance. 

I am, &c. 

NATH. MIDDLETON. 

The Honourable Warren Halting*. 

My dear Sir, Lucknow, 7th Dec. 1781. 

I HAD the honour to addrefs you yewerday, inform. 
ing you of the Heps I had taken in regard to the refump- 
tion of the. Jagheers. This morning the Vizier came to 
me according to his agreement, but reemingly without 
qny intention or defire to yield me fa tjsf action on the Tub- 
jjeft under difcunlon ; for after a great deal of converfa- 
tion, confining on his. part of trifling evafioh and paerile 
cxcufes for withholding his afient to the meafure, though 
at the fame time profeffing the moil implicit fubmiflion to 
your wi flies, J found myftlf without any other refource 
than the one of employing that exclusive authority with 
which I confider your inft ructions to veft me : I therefore 
declared to the Nabob, in prefence of the minifter and 
Mr. Johnfon, who I defired might hear witnefs of the 
converfation, that I con ft rued his rejection of the mea> 
{are propofed as a breach of his folemn promife to you, 
and .an unwillingnefs to yield that afiiftance which was 
evidently in his power towards liquidating his heavy ac- 
cumulating debt to the Company, and that I muft in 
eonfequence determine, in my own justification, to iflue 
immediately the Perwannahs, which had only been with- 
held in the fanguine'hope that he would be prevailed up<* 
on to make that bis own aft, which nothing but the moil 
urgent nccel&iy could force me to make mine. He left 
me without any-reply, but afterwards fent for his minif- 
ter, and authorized him to give me hopes that my requi- 
sition would, be complied with ; on which I exprefled my- 
fatisfaftion, but declared that I could admit of no fur- 
ther delays, and unlefs I received his Excellency's for- 
mal, acquiefcence, before the evening, I (bould then molt 
eflurediy iiTue my Perwannahs ; which I have according- 
ly done, not having had any aflurances from his Excel-. 
fency that could juftify a further ftifpenfion. I {hall, as 
foon as poflible, inform you of the effect of the Perwan- 
nahs, which, in many parts, I am apprehenfive it will be 
found necefl'ary to enforce with military aid ; I am not, 
however, entirely without hopes that the Nabob, when 

. he 
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be fees the inefficacy of further oppofition, may alter hit 
conduit, and prevent the confufion and difagreeabls con- 
fequences which would be too likely to refult from the 
profecution of a meafure of fuch importance, without his 
concurrence. His Excellency talks of going to Fayza- 
bad, for the purpofe heretofore mentioned, in three or 
four days: I wiw he may be ferrous in. this intention, 
and you may reft affured I fhall fpare no paine to keep 
him to it. 

I am, Ice. 
(Signed) NATH. MIDDLETON. 

The Honourable Warren Haftings. . 

My dear Sir, Lucknow, 9th Deo. 1781. 

I HAD the honour to addrefs you on the 7th inftant, 
informing you of the fonverfation which had patted be- 
tween the Nabob and me on the fubjeft of refuming the 
Jaghiers, and the ftep I had taken in confequence. — His 
Excellency appeared to be very much hurt and incenfed 
at the meafure, and loudly complains «f the treachery of 
his minifters ; firft, in giving you any hopes that fuch a 
meafure would be adopted ; and, fecondly, in their pro- 
miiing me their whole fupport in carrying it through : 
But, as I apprehend, rather than fufFer it to appear that 
the point bad been carried in oppofition to his will, he 
.at length yielded a nominal acquiefeence, and has this 
day iflued his own Pervvannahs to that effeiSr. ; declaring 
however, aft the fame time, both to me and his n)i- 
nifters,that-rt is an aft of compullion. — I hope to be 
able, in a few days, in .confequence of this meafure, to 
tranfmit you an account of the aftual value and produce 
of the Jaghiers,- Oppofed to the nominal amount at which 
they Hand rated on the books of the Sircar. 

I have the pleafure to inform you, the Nabob fli 11 ad- 
heres to his refolution of proceeding immediately to Fy- 
Kabad, for the purpofes already mentioned to you, and 
will, I believe, depart in three days from this date. I 
entertain the moil flattering and fanguine expectations 
from his fourney; and we uall not be kept long in fuf- 
penfe concerning -the -refult, as he is convinced of the 
danger and impropriety of delay. 

, Sir Elijah Impey has fignified to me your final com- 
mands reipe&ing the Nabob of Furruckabad, and Ifhmael 
Beg; in both which inftances reft allured they Jhall be 
implicitly obeyed. I wait only the arrival of Suftulla 
Cawn, whom Sir Elijah informed me you had difpatched 
to me, to withdraw every fliadow of interference in the 
government of Furruckabad. lfmael Bcg's accounts with 
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tlJC Ndbob fcall be Investigated in the manner you direct, 
and full information tranfmitted ypu the moment I can 
(pare time from the two important objects to which you 
have dire&ed my firft attention. 

. Under this date I have difpatched to you, at the Na- 
bob's defire, two Elephants, with art' Ambarry and 
Jlowdah, four Horfes, a Palcrnjuin, a Maiilah Seer peach', 
^nd Caulgah, appertaining to the drefs^ &c. you did him 
the honour to accept at Chunar. 

J am, &c. 
..(Signed} NATH. MIDDLETON. 

To^4r. Middleton. 

Sir^ -. Benares, 26th December 1781. 

M Y mind has been for fome days fufpended between 
Wooppefite impuHes ; one .arifing from the neceffity of 
my return to Calcutta ;. the other from the apprehennon 
of my prefence being more necefTary and more urgently 
wanted at Luc know. Your anfwer to this fball decide 
■my choice. 

I have waited thus long in the hopes of hearing that 
fome progrefs had been made in the execution of the plan 
which I concluded with the Nabob in September laft. I 
do not find that any fiep towards it has been yet taken, 
though three months are elapfed, and little more than 
that period did appear to me require to have accoeapliwed 
the rnoft cifential parts of it, and to have brought the 
whole into train. This tardinefs, and the ogpofition pre- 
pared to the only decided aft yet undertaken, have a bad 
appearance. I approve the Nabob's, refalutions to de- 
prive the Begums of their ill-employed treafures, Jn 
both fervices it muft be your care-to prevent an abufe of 
the powers given to thofe that. are employed in them, 
You yourfelf ought to be per fan ally pre lent. You mull 
not allow any negotiations or forbearance, but mull pro* 
fecute both fervices until the Begums are at the entire 
mercy of the Nabob, their Jaghires in the quiet pofleffion 
of his Aumils, and their wealth in fu.cn charge as may 
fecure it agauift private embezzlement. You will have 
a.force more than fufficient to effect both thefe purpofes. 

The reformation of his army, and -the new let clement 
of his revenues, are alfo points of immediate concern, 
and ought to be immediately concluded. Has any thing 
been done in either I , 

I now demand and require you rnoft folemnly to artfwee 
me. Are you confident in your own ability to accom- 
plifh all thefe, purpofes, and the other points of my in* 
fiiuflions? If you reply that you are* \ will depart 

with 

Digfeeooy GOOgle 
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with a quiet and ■affurt'd mind to the prefidency, but leave 
ydu a dreadful refponiibility if ydo difappoint mc. I? 
you tell me that you cannot rely upon your * power, and 

the other means which you poffefs, for performing tbcfe 
fervices , I will free you from the charge ; I will proceed 
myfelf to Lucknow, and I will myfelf undertake them j 
and in that cafe I defire that you will immediately order 
bearers to be ftatloned, for myfelf and two other gentle* 
men, between Lucknow and Illahabadt and I will fit oiit 
from' hence in three days after the receipt of your letter. 

I am forry that I am under the necelEty of writing in 
this prelfing manner ; 1 truft implicitly to your integrity t 
I am certain of your attachment to myfelf, and 1 know 
that your capacity is equal to any fervice } but I muft 
exprtfs my doubts of your firmnefs and activity, and 
tAbve all, of your recollection of my infl.rudr.ions, and of 
their importances My conduit in the late arragctnents 
will be arraigned With all the rancor of difappointed ra- 
pacity, and my reputation and influence will fuffer a 
inor'tal wound from the failure of them. They have already 
failed in a degree, fince no part of them has yet taken 
place, hut the removal of our forces from the Douab and 
Rohilcund, and of the Britjfh officers and penfioners from 
the fervice of the Nabob ; and the expences of the former 
thrown, without any compenfation, oil the Company. 

I expect a fupply of money equal to the difcharge of all 
the Nabob's arrears, and am much difappointed and mor- 
tified that I am not now able to return with it. 

Give me an immediate anfwer to the queftion which I 
■have herein propofed, that I may lofe no more time in 
■fruklefs inaction. I am, &cj 

(Signed) WAfcREN HASTINGS. 

From tbt Nabob Vi%itr tt tbt Refident. 
I have received the Governor's letter, directing me to. 
Withdraw my Naib from Nabob Mozuffer Jung, leaving 
the Bundebuft to be fettled by him ; I have accordingly 
hecn waiting for a refponfible perfon on that part of Mo- 
suffer Jung, to attend and account with you for the 
'Company's alignments, that I might then recall my fer- . 
"vant From thence, and after that addrefs the Governor 
refpefling my humiliation. Hitherto no one from Mo- 
cuft'er Jung has appeared for that purpofe. Mozuffer 
Tung, on receipt of the Governor's letter, fent a copy of 
It to Almas Ally Khan, which I now enclofe you. It 
being my wifh to give fatisfaclion in all refpects to the 
Governor, I relinquifh all interference with Mozuffer 

* A blank it left htrt in tht original. 

Jung's 



'48 Paptrt nlatht It Ckergts-lV. and XVT. 

Jung's dominions- The particulars rcfpecting Mozuffer 
Jung, from the beginning, are thefe :— On the death of 
Ahmud'Khan, the brothers and family of MozufFer Jung 
attempted to deprive him of the Mufnud, when my father 
lent his troops to. fuppoit him, who engaged with the 
Patans of Mhow, &c. who were in oppofition, and efta- 
blifhed MozufFer Jung in his acceffion. Since this, I 
have protected him againft his brothers, Meerbhaun Khan, 
&c. Houfehold flaves,- allotting, at my own charge, one 
th'oufand troops and artillery for his guard ; the truth of , 
which enquire of others : you will know in what manner 
he has made good, during thefe five years, the tribute 
promifed for tbefc fervices. From the beginning, when 
every thing was in his own power, by his indolence, and 
the knavery of bis fervants, nothing was received ; J 
therefore was reduced to the neceffity of appointing a ref T 
ponfible man ; and in the fame manner as I fettled the 
collections of my own country, caufmg engagements or 
bonds to be written by my Aumils for the Company's 
affignments, and payment of the fame, to you, fo MozufFer 
Jung took engagements on bonds from, his Aumils, to 
fecure the payment of the Company's affignments, 
to him; but from the ignorance of MozufFer Jung, 
and knavery of his fervants, the alignments have not 
been paid, which will appear from the ballance ac- 
cumulated during the collcctorthip of Mr. Shee. Thus 
circumstanced, I appointed Almas Ally Khan, that hav- 
ing adjufted every matter reipe fling MozufFer Jung to 
his fatisfaction, he might afrectually fettle the Bundebufi 
of the country,— Now the Governor writes me, not to 
have any one there — His pleafure is the line of my con- 
duct — There is. due .to me from Nabob MozufFer Jung, 
■to the end of the year rupees 1,58,456 ; — this I will affign 
to the Company towards the payment of my debt to them, 
which, if fatisfa&ory to be received from MozufFer Jung, 
,-you will give me credit for the fame in part of payment 
of the Company's claim on. me, and I fhall recall my 
fervant from thence, not meaning to offer any excufe. 
This being fettled, I fhall addcefs to the Governor on the 
fubjefl of my prefent and future humiliation. If I he- 
fitate, the Governor may deem it an oppofition to his 
will : if I recall my Aumil, it will be considered by Mo- 
zufFer Jung as a relinquishment of my claim. Do you 
therefore, my friend, take immediate fatisfactoryftepsfor 
the recovery of the debt, that 1 may withdraw my Aumil 
in obedience to the Governor's orders. It is notorious 
that his fr iendfliip and connexion with me exceeds that of 
any other prince of Hindoftan ; and in return for wh'cb, 
my life and fortune are devoted to him. The particular 
and declared object of my application for the removal of 
' rf Mr, 
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Mr. Shee, wis to obtain the uncontrolled management 
of Furruckabad, which was granted me accordingly, and 
made an article of my laft agreement. What has led 
the Governor to alter his fentiments on this point, I ant 
at a lofs to conceive. My humiliation will reach Dehly. 
When you ihall have taken the necefTary fteps for fecur-* 
ing payment of the claims from thence, let me know, 
and I will recall the Aumil, and then I will write the 
Governor. — My elevation or difgrace remain in his 
breaft. 

My dear Sir, Lucknow, 28th Dec. 178 r. 

I do myfelf the honour to inclofe you letters from Ro- 
man and Gofcman Sing, brought to me by one of my fer- 
vants, who was in thofe quarters. They conceive, or affect 
to conceive, that you have fome defigna upon Bundceleund, 
and volunteer thcmfelves to act in conjunction, offering 
to join with a large body of cavalry, in hopes of benefit- 
ing by any fuch expedition, or at leaft faving their own 
fcares of that country : I do not know whether you will' 
think them defcrving of any anfwer. 

Your letter of the 2+th is juft arrived, ordering the tem- 
porary brigade to be again put on the Vizier's lift, which 
the late treaty had juft eafed him of. Nothing lefs than 
blows can effect this ; for he is not even able to pay off 
the arrears ftill due to it for the laft year, which, with 
the 2} months ftipulated by the treaty, amount to nine 
lacks, by Mr. Day's ftatement. Upwards of twelve lacks 
have been paid to Mr. Wombwell, befides remittances 
made to the fecond brigade and Colonel Muir, and fcarce 
fix lacks have yet been collected : a hard ftrain of private 
credit alone has made thefe large extra payments, and 
total ruin muff inevitably be the confequence of any in- 
terruption in the recovery of the money advanced. How* 
ever, this is merely a private confideration, and therefore 
cannot weigh in public meafures ; but in a public light, 
the troops being all in arrears, and no poffibility of pre - 
fent payment, fo large a body affembled here, without 
any means in hand to check or controul them, nothing 
but diforder could follow. As one proof that the Nabob 
is as badly off for funds as we are, I may inform you 
that his cavalry rofe this day upon him, and went all 
armed to the palace, to demand from 13 to 18 months 
arrears due to them ; and with great difficulty perfuaded 
to retire, which was probable more effected by a body of 
troops getting under arms to go againft them, than any 
other confideration. Without troubling you with detail 
of arguments, 1 may venture to pledge myfelf to you, 
that the additional demand you propofc making cannot 

tbit ■ 



y> Papers rtktfa t t Chary* IV. Out XVI. 

this ytar be obtained without a total reform of his govern- 
ment, which, if brought about by a campaign againft 
him {by which alone it can be done) would, at the lame 
time, flop at once all refource* of collections; fo that, 
admitting fuccefc, our fituation, in point of finance, 
would be worfe than before. As I feel confident of your 
(all credit to this affertion, I {hall add nothing further 
upon the fubieci, excepting, that the troops hitherto called 
for by the Vizier have been folicited under that article 
of the late treaty which authorizes him to remove the 
fubfidiary brigade where he pleafes, with the concurrence 
of .the ReGdent; which power is ftill more fully ex- 
plained in the letter of inftru&ions: — Both papers can only 
allude to the troops which .they Itipulate to remain within 
the Vizier's dominions. Whenever you no longer may 
chafe to permit his detaching the brigade, he muft then 
of couife conduct his meafurcs by his own Sebundy, or 
be driven to make new propofals from hitnfelf for the 
' aid and pay of our regiments. 

As I have made ufe of the name of the temporary bri- 
gade in the firft part of my letter, it may be neceflary to 
remind you that one additional regiment is already paid 
by the Nabob, to which add 4 regiments, and a tc,ain of 
artillery, now propofed, makes ten battalions of 500 men 
eachjwhich is equal to feven battalions of 780 men, which 
formed the temporary brigade, as ftipulatcd to be paid by 
the Nabob. 

I itneerely hope, though I fcarcely .expect, to .avoid 
difplea&og you by the freedom, of this; lepreientation. 
But, as it is imporfible that you fhould poffefs fads with- 
out their being plainly ftated, and as you cannot act. upon 
any other grounds while aiming, as 1 know you do, to 
-do that which is beft, I muft run the rifque, orferve yon 
unfaithfully, which would contradict .what I ftull ever 
endeavour to prove, that I am, . upon all occafuuis, .your 
Xruly devoted, 

ice. &c. 
To the honourable Warren ,R. Johnson. 

, Haftings, Governor-ge- 

neral, &c. 4rc. ' 

Benaras. 

30th December lySi. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor- general, 
&c. Ace. . 
Sir, 
THE folemn call you have made upon me, in youf 
commands of the a6th inltant, with which I was honoured 
yefterday, demands from me-themoft unrcferved and de- 
cided 



ctcVJ *eply ; and that I might' not advance any thing 
haftily, I took all yefterday to deliberate upon my reply ; 
for the ftke of perfpkuity, I have thought it "beft to re- 
capitulate the fever al paragraphs of your letter, and ar- 
range my anfwers to them refpeftively in the fame order. 

■' ift. My mind has been 
fpr fomc days fufpended be- 
tween two oppofite impul fes; 
one anting from the necef- 
fity of my return to Cal- 
cutta, the , other from the 
apprehenfion of my pre fence 
being more immediately and 
more urgently wanted at 
Luclcnow ; your anfwer to 
this fliall decide my choice. 



- 2d. I have waited thus- 
long, in hopes of hearing 
(oat fomc progrefs has been 
made in the execution of the 
plan which I concluded with 
the Nabob in September 
left ; I do not find that any 
fttp towards i( bat yet been 



To this paragraph I freely 
anfwer, that your- prefenca 
is in nofhape neceflary here, 
but} on the contrary, could 
not fail of being of consi- 
derable retardment to the 
collections ; becaufe in thefe 
countries the motions of 
governors are looked upon tc* 
imply at intended exertions, 
and wi th them great changes; 
confequently all agents in 
public ftations, from the 
higheft to the meaneft, put 
an immediate flop to all their 
avocations, and gaze mott- 
onlefs for the refult. This 
is the height of the Ktaereiff . 
collection, and any impedi- 
ments now thrown in the 
way lofes the produce of the 
crop. The enclofed ftate- 
ment (hews what I have re- 
ceived, and what I havedif*- 
burfed i it will at firft fight- 
evince the importance of 
realizing every immediate 
refource. The current dif- 
burfements of the 2d brigade 
have not been made good, 
and the arrears due from the 
Nabob to the late temporary 
brigade and cavalry, agreea- 
bly to ftipulation, have not 
yet been liquidated. 

In reply to the fecond pa- 
ragraph, I beg leave to refer 
you to my former letters, 
ftatingthe turbulent-ftate of 
the country. Three months 
is a period in which the 
changes you allude to pro- 
bably might have been ef- 
fected 

, ..Google 
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taken, though three months 
areelapfed, and little more 
than that period did appear 
to me requifite to have ac- 
cqropliflied themofleifential 
parts of it, and to have 
brought the whole into train, 
* This rardlncfs, and the op- 
pontion prepared to the only 
decided a£t yet undertaken, 
have a bad appearance. 



fe&ed in times of perfect 

tranquility ; but when all 
the diftri&s acrofs the Go- 

Sra were in arms, and all the 
agheerdars (a very nume- 
rous and powerful body} 
we're very little fliort of the 
fame ftace in every diftrifl, 
and for the regulating and 
reduction of whom the Au- 
mils were principally to be 
applied to — could a general 
change or attack upon thofe 
Aumils with cafe have been 
undertaken ? I think not j 
but I put this argument of 
the practicability or imprac- 
ticability out of the quenion, 
as it was not that confede- 
ration which prevented me 
' from enforcing the meafures 
recommended by -you to the 
Nabob in the treaty ; — the 
fad is this : I did not un- 
derftand, at the period of 
executing the agreement be- 
tween you and the Vizier, 
that your intention was, 
that the whole of the reform 
propofed Was in its fulleft 
extent to take place (Am year, 
nor indeed at all, if the. 
Compan'ys debt became li- 
quidated ; I conceive your 
interference in the Nabob's 
government tended folely to 
cftablifh the means of the 
moll fpeedy payment pomblc 
of the Company's debt ; and 
that whenever this fhould be 
accomplifhed, every fhadow 
of interference was to be 
defifted from, which I ftated 
to the. Nabob and the mini- 
Hers — and I believe upon 
the faith of that afiurancc 

Jirincipally was bis Excel- 
ency's acquicfcence obtain- 
ed. For the profecutton of 
theft 

Digwiaoy GoOgle 
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thefe meaftires, I looked to 
the occafional afliftance of 
■ ' the regiments of the fub- 

fidiary nrigade, as permitted 
in the treaty, and your fub- 
fequentinftruftions, and in- 
tended employing the Au- 
inils and their Sebundy in 
the firft inftance for the re- 
duction of the Jaghcerdars, 
that I might not have the 
whole country to attack at 
once. This mode of pro- 
ceeding threatened no inter- 
ruption to the collections, 
but an immediate increafe of 
means in hand to defray the 
charges of the troops, and ' 
without which previous 
point even our own army 
rnuft be ufelefs. The meafure 
of refumingthe Jagheers in- 
volved many and ibme very 
powerful interefts, fubject 
to fuch odium, from the dis- 
appointment of the parties, 
deprived of their means of 
fubfiftence, and in fuch ex* 
tenlive dominions, under a 
government fo irregular in 
its conftitution, and fo 
ihaken as this is, it could 
not be effectually accom- 
plifhed in a day. — However, 
it is now effected nearly 
throughout with the Na- 
' bob's fanftion (which at the 

point of execution there was 
the moll alarming difficulty 
to obtain] and in a very few 
days I truft it will be .com- 
pletely enforced ; and, bad 
as the appearance of oppo- 
sition may be, I truft to be 
able to execute the whole 
reform, without delay, upon 
the grounds I (hall ftate in 
my anfwer to your para- 
graphs fucceffively. 
YdL, II. O 3d. J 

r. me, Google 
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3d. I approve the Na- 
bob's refolution to deprive 
the Begums of their ill- 
employed treafures. In both 
fervices it mult be your care 
to prevent an abufe of the 
powers given to thofe that 
are employed in them. You 
jrourfelf ought to be perfon- 
ally prefent. — You mull: 
not allow any negotiation 
or forbearance, but mull 
profecute both fervices until 
the Begums are at the entire 
mercy of the Nabob, their 
Jagheers in the quiet poffef- 
fton of his Aumils, and their 
wealth in fuch charge as 
may fecure it againfi private 
embezzlement.— You will 
have a force more than fuf- 
ficient to*effe& both thefe 
purpofes. 



4th. The reformation of 
his army, and the new fet- 
tlement of his revenues, are 
alfo points of immediate' 
concern, and ought to be 
immediately concluded. 
Has any thing been done in 
cither ? 



To the 3d paragraph 1 
(hall only fay, that I march 
to-morrow with the Nabob 
to enforce both the fervices 
you exacl in it ; and if I 
fucceed, as I have the (trong- 
eft reafons to hope, in ob- 
taining large ready money 
refources towards liquidat- 
ing the arrears to thetroops, 
which form a large pro- 
portion'of the- debt to the 
Company, I have not adoubt 
of accomplishing every end 
you have now declared yon 
look to the in ft ant perform- 
ance of ; but as troops alone 
can do it, their afliftance 
cannot be depended upon 
without previous 'pay, or 
the poffefEon of certain 
means in hand for that pur- 
pole ; as it follows, that an 
immediate flop to all col- 
lections mud enfue from any 
general military exertion. 

To the 4th lanfwer, that 
nothing has been done, for 
.the reafons affigned in tny 
anfwer to the fecond para- 
graph. If I erred in the 
judgment I had formed of 
your intentions, I can fay 
no more, as it is pafled, than 
that the inftant theFyzabad 
bufinefs is nniftied fucceff- 
fully, which cannot take 
more than one fortnight 
from the day of marching 
there, I (hall take fuch fteps 
as the means in my power 
will admit of towards pro- 
curing from the Nabob the- 
orders to each Aumil to pay 
his grofs revenues to the 
Minifters, and to receive 
the pay of their troops, be- 
ing reduced into regular 
muttered eflablilhuicnts, 
from 
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from the general treafury ; 
and ihould he refute, I will 
iflue my own, together with 
thole of the minifters %o 
that purpofe, as I did in a 
former instance when the 
Nabob refufed his Perwan- 
n.ahs for the refumption of 
the Jaghecrs ; and (hall fur- 
ther enforce the execution 
againft each difobeying Au- 
mil, by marching againft. 
him, and difplacing him. 
Thefc three points com- 
plete the heads of your re- 
commendations to the Na- 
bob, the Fourth Article, 
which was the reparation 
and limitation of his own 
difburfements to the me-. 
dium of his receipts for the 
1 aft three years, having al- 
ready taken place ; and then 
no alignments will remain 
upon the country, but thole 
of the Company, as ex pre f- 
fed in' the treaty- 
- 5th. I now demand, and To the 5th I confidently 
require you moft folemnly reply, That I am fully 
to anfwer me : Are you' competent to undertake and 
confident in your own abi- effect the completion of the 
lity to accomplish all thefc reform, upon the grounds 
purpofes, and the other ftatcd in my anfwer to the 

Joints of my inftrufiions? 4th paragraph; and there- 
f you reply that you are, fore again repeat, thatyour 
I will depart with a quiet coming here is unneceflary; 
and allured mind to the pre- and that, as far as regards 
fidency, but leave you a the duties of my ftafion 
dreadful refponfibility if towards the execution of 
you dtfappoint me. — — Tf your orders, you may de- 
you tell mc that yon cannot part, in conviction that nei- 
rely upon your power, and ther a&ivity or firmnefs 
the other means which you {hall be wanting in the ex- 
poflefs, for performing thefe ertion of every means with- 
fervices, I will free you in my power : And thofe 
from the charge, I will means 1 can forefee no defi- 
proceed myfelf to Luclcnow, ciency in, upon the per- 
and I Will myfelf under- miffion I have of calling 
take them ; and in that upon Colonel Morgan for 
D % aid, 
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cafe, I defrns that you will aid, and the receipt of afiets 

immediately order Benares at Fyzabad. — Fortheferea- 

to be ftationed for myfelf fons, therefore, I have ndt 

and two ether gentlemen, thought it neceflary to lay 

between Lucknow and II- the bearers that you condt- 

lahahid, and I will fet out . lionally ordered. 
from hence in three days 
after the receipt of your 

6th. I am ferry that I am 
under the neceflity of writ- 
ing in this prefltRg manner, 



In reply to the 6th para- 
graph, nothing need be of- 

„. ft , a fered by me but my ac- 

I truft implicitly to your knowledgments for thejuf- 
integrity, I am certain of tice you do to my fenti- 



towards your perfon 
and government. 



your attachment to myfelf, 
and 1 know that your capa- 
city is equal to any fervice; 
but I muft expre'fs my 
doubts of your fiimnefs and 
activity, and above all of 
your recollection of my.in- 
ftrudltons^ and of their im- 
port* tic*. 

7 th. My conduit in the To the 7th. If your con- 
late arrangements will be due) fhould be arraigned, as 
arraigned with all the ran- you fufpeft, I can at all 
cor of difappointosent, ra- times tefttfy that, upon the 
pwcity, and my reputation plan of die foregoing years, 
and influence will fuSer a the receipts from the Nabob 
mortal wound from the were only a deception, and 
failure of them. They have' not an advantage, but even 
already failed ia a degree,- an injury to the Company j 
fince no part of them has for by the accumulating en. 
yet taken place, but the re- create of the demands upon 
raoyal of our forces from him, and the proportionate 
the Doaub, and Rohil- - decreafe of his means, only 
chund, and of Brittfli offi- his debt to the Company 
cers and penfioners from encreafed, with a diminu- 
the fervice of the Nabob; tion of profpecl of its I 



and the expence of the for- 
mer thrown without any 
compensation on the Com- 
pany. 



quidatioti ; while the Com- 
pany's a&ual money or af- 
fets went to the payment of 
the troops fuppofed to be 
maintained fokiy at the Vi- 
zier's expence. In proof of 
this, it will fufHce to re- 
mark that the annual net 
remittances te the prefiden- 
cy ihould have bees the dif- 
ference 
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ference of the fubfidy, and 
the real expenses of the bri- 
gade ; fay, 12,00,000 
The money paid 
from the trea- 
fiiry at Calcut- 
ta, to Abdul- 
rahman Khan 3,30,000 
And the payment 
made in like 
manner to Mir- 
za Sadk Ally 3,00,000 
Bcfides the full 
payment of fuch 
fiores as the 
Company occa- ' 
fionally iffiied 
to the Nabob - 



n, Rup. 18,30,000 

or about 20,00,000 of cur- 
rent, which never yet hat 
betm the cafo from the an- 
nual Jaidads, or current 
collections — confequently 
the plan was a fallacy ; for 
the difference between this 
amount and the remittances 
-to the presidency was an 
actual lo& that the Com- 
pany annually fuftained, in- 
stead of a fuppofed advan- 
tage of a brigade of infant- 
ry and cavalry being total- 
ly defrayed by the Nabob ; 
from this therefore I may 
f/afely conclude, that the re- 
mtoion to the Nabob of this 
infufferable burthen was a 
profit to the Company 
whenever the extra troops 
paid by the Nabob fliall be 
diibanded or quartered upon 
other neighbours, who are 
protected by our power, and 
the debt put into a proba- 
ble flatc of fpeedj liquida- 
tion. 

J>3 Tp 
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8th. I expe£t a fupply of To the 8th paragraph. If 
money equal to the dif- the fupply expe&ed at Fy- 
charge of all the Nabob's zabad fhall prove adequate 
arrears j and am much dif- to the difcharge of all ar- 
appointed and mortified, rears due to the troops, and 
that I am not now able to afford an adequate fund for 
return with it. a liquidation of the Com- 

pany's debt, it will remain 
at your option to employ it 
as a remitance to the prefi- 
- dency, or the future pay- 

ment o£ the troops you may 
ftill think neceffary to keep 
up, to regulate the Nabob's 
internal government, in re- 
gard to which I fhall hope 
for your determination, when 
I can inform you of what 
means I poffefs. 
9th. Give me an imme- To the laft paragraph. I 
diate anfwer to the queftien truft you will find all my 
which I have herein pro- anfwers as explicit and de- 
pofed, that I may lofe no cifive as you could wifli 
more time in fruitlcfs inac- them, and that they will 
tjon. enable you to determine 

upon yielding with confi- 
dence to the itnpulfe atifing 
from the neceffity of your 
prefence at the prefidency. 
I have the honour to be, &rc. &c. 
(Signed) NATH. MIDDLETON. 

Lucknow, Refident'at the Vizier's Court. 

30th Dec. 1781. 



My dear Sir, 



' Lucknow, 30th Dec. 1781. 



I HAVE this day anfwered your public letter, in the 
ferm you Teemed to expect. 1 hope there is nothing in . 
it that may to you appear too pointed. If you with the 
matter to be otherwife understood than I have taken up. 
and ftated it, I need not fay I fhall be ready to con- 
form to whatever you may prefcribe, and to rake upon 
myfelf any fhare of the blame of the (hitherto) non-per- 
formance of the imputations made on behalf of the Na- 
bob ; though I do aflure you, I myfelf rcprefented to his 
Excellency and the miriifters, conceiving it to be your 
defire, that the apparent aflumption of the reins of his 
government {for in that light he undoubtedly confidered 
it at the firft view) as Ipccified in the agreement exe- 
cuted 
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rated by him, was not meant to bt fully and literally en- 
forced, but that it was neceflary you mould have fame- 
thing to {hew on your Tide, as the Company were de- 
prived of a benefit without a requital ; and upon the 
faith of this ailurance alone, I believe I may lafcly af- 
firm his Excellency's objections to figning the treaty 
were given up. If I have underftood the matter wrong, 
or misconceived your defign, I am truly forry for it j 
however it is not too late to correal the error ; and I am 
ready to undertake, and, God willing, to carry through, 
whatever you may, on receipt of my public letter, tell 
me is your final refolve. 

If you determine at all events, that the meafure of re- 
ducing the Nabob's army, &c. lhall be immediately un- 
dertaken, I lhall take it as a particular favour if you 
will indulge me with a line at Fyzabad, that I may make 
the necefTary previous arrangements with refpect to the 
difpofal of my family, which I would not wifh to re- 
tain here in the event either of a rupture with the Na- 
bob, or the npceflity of employing our forces in the re- 
duction of his Aumils and troops ; this done, I can be-, 
gin the work in three days after my return from Fyza- 
bad. j 

I am, &c. &c. 

NATH. MIDDLETON. 

The Honourable Warren Haltings. 

Camp, Kella, Fyzabad, Jan. 14th 1782. 
Honourable Sir, 
SOME buftnefs of importance, which the Refident 
had to fettle at Fyzabad, occasioned my Suddenly joining 
him there. After my arrival, a couple of days palled in 
negotiation, but without effect ; and the party in the 
town collecting, and hourly gaining ftrength, at length, 
after mature deliberation, it was refolved that I mould, 
with my regiment, and four guns, ftorm the town, which 
I effected the 12th in the morning. I very foon got pof- 
feflion of the Kella, in which is the palace and Zena- 
nah, and as there was not only feveral gates but open- 
ings in the walls, as I entered on one fide they efcaped at 
the other ; but Shortly after the party returned again, 
headed by the two principal Eunuchs, Bahr Ally Cawn 
and' Jewar Ally Cawn, and drew up oppoftte and within 
fixty yards of one of my polls, with' three guns, and ad- 
ded the molt aggravated behaviour) however, as they did 
_ not fire, or offer any other acts of hoftility, and when I 
reflected on the conlequence that would attend a contelted 
difpute in the ftreets of the town ; of the Zenanah, Sec. 
being fubject to.be plundered even by thcmfel-vcs, which 
D 4. ' would 
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would have been attributed to me ; and being lb fituated 
for the fafety of the female part of the family on one 
hand, who were under the mod dreadful apprehenuon , 
and for the fupport of his Excellency's authority on the 
other, who was waiting the refult on the outfide of the 
town, I was for a lhort time doubtful how to decide; 
however, as I had Mahomed Affrein Cawn along with 
me, a perfon in high favour with the. Nabob, and well 
acquainted with both parties, I defired to circulate le- 
nient advice, pointing out*how fatal an attack would be 
to them, and inevitable ruin to thofe they appeared fo 
zealous to fupport. It had the effeft ; the two Eunuchs 
immediately furrendered, their people inftantly left the 
town, and I ordered their guns to be dragged away. 

As Toon as the tumultuous noiie was over, and I had 
polled guards for the fafety of the palace, &c.. I directly, 
fen* a Chubdar to the Begum, and offered every affiihmce 
Ihe might want, and at the fame time confident with my 
■uftructions, which ihe accepted ; and how I have the 
fa.tis faction to inform you the {bops are all open, and 
peace and tranquillity prevail through the town. 
I have the honour to be, ice. 
(Signed) .Z. NAYLOR. 

To the Honourable Warren Mailings, &c, 

To the Honourable. Warren Haftings, Governor Gene- 
ral, itc. 
Sir, 
I HAVE had this day the honour to receive your 
commands of the 25th ultimo, and am extremely con- 
cerned that the mode of conducting the Fayzabad bufi- 
nefs, as fet forth in my addrefs of the 18th January, did 
jiot meet your entire approbation. Permit me to afiurc 
you, Sir, it is with the greateft rciu fiance I ever venture; 
to deviate from the exprefs letter of your inftructions ; 
and I cannot accufe myfelf of having done it on any 00 
cafion, where it did not appear to my judgment that the 
object and fpirit of them rendered it advifeable, and that; 
the apparent neceffity would juftify fuch latitude. 

In the prefect inftance, it was more in appearance and 
cxpregion, than in fact, that any deviation was made 
from your orders of the 26th December ; for although I 
was constrained, from my ftrict regard to the accomplifii- 
menc of what I confideted the firir object of this under- 
taking, to admit of a temporary forbearance, for the 
reafons affigned in my addrefs of the 18th ultimo, the 
Begums were at that time to be confidered as entirely at 
the mercy of the Nabob, their Jagheers were in the pot 
fefljoa of his Aumils, their troops difperfed, and the 
■;■• -'• lfelli, 
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Kellaof Fayzabad, which included aMbr the Bfaow Be- 
gum's own habitation, under the guard of his Excellency's 
and out troops. 

It remained only to get poffclKon of her wealth ; and, 
to effect this, it was then", and is ftill, my firm and un- 
alterable opinion, that it was indifpenfably neceffary to 
employ temporising expedients, and to work upon the 

}iopes and fears of the Begum her (elf, and more efpecial- 
y upon thofe of her principal agents, through whofe 
means alone there appeared any probable chance of our 
getting accefs to the hidden treafures of the late Vizier ; 
and when I acquaint you that by far the greateft part of 
fbe treafure which has been delivered to t,he Nabob, was 
taken from the moft fecret recefles in the houfes of the 
two Eunuchs, whence of courfe it could not have been 
CXtraCied without the adoption of thofe means which 
could induce the, di fee very, I (ball hope for your appro- 
bation of what 1 did. I mult alfo obfervc, that rio fur- 
ther rigour than that which I exerted could have been 
ufed againft females in this country, to whom there can 
be no accefs. The Nabob and Salar Jung were the only 
two who could enter the Zenanah : The nrft was a fon, 
who was to addrefs a parent, and of courfe could ufc no 
language or action but that of earneft and reiterated fo- 
licitation ; and the other was in all appearance a traitor 
to our caufe : Where force could be employed, it was 
not fpared. The troops of the Begum were driven away 
and difperfed, their guns taken, her fort, and the outward" 
walls of her houfe, feized, and occupied by our troops, 
at the Nabob's requifition, and her chief agents impri- 
foned and put in irons, — N© further ftep was left,— And 
in this Situation they ftill remain, and are to continue 
(excepting only a ramiffion of the irons) until the final 
liquidation of the payment; and if then you deem it 
proper, no poffible means of offence being left in her 
hands or thofe of her agents, all her lands and property 
having been taken, I mean, with your fanction, to reftore 
aer houfe and fcrvants to her ; and hope to be favoured 
with your early reply, as I expect that a few days will 
complete the final furrender of all that is further expected; 
' from the Begum. 

I have the honour to be, &o. &c. 

' ' NATH. MIDDLETON, 

Refident at the Court of the Vizier. 
Luoknow, 
15th February 1782. 

T« 
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To Mr, Nathaniel Middleton, Refident at the Court of ■ 
the Nabob Vizier, Lucknow. 
Sir, 
WHEN his hignefs the Vizier did me the honour of 
a vifit at Chunar, he made me a requeft, that we might 
have an interview once in every year, for the purpofes of. 
difcuffing and adjufting the mutual concerns of the Com' 
pany and himfelf, and of improving the harmony and 
confidence which fubfifted between the two governments. 
To this requisition I readily aJTented, and greatly lament 
that the Situation of affairs makes it impoiTible for me to 
effect a meeting at this time. The prefent important 
conjuncture demands the united and vigorous exertions 
of both governments for their common fafety and fuccefs ; 
and in this Situation, whilft the greateft cordiality is re- 
uiftte, you inform me that his highneSs is much diflatif- 
ed on many points contained in our late agreement, and 
which he made his own requeft. — To remove- his un- ' 
eafmefs on thefe fubje£ts, and to give him entire fatif- 
faction on others which may be the objects of his fears 
and Suspicions, and to give a tailing cement and encreafe 
of ftrength and reciprocal advantage to our alliance, 
would be impracticable by any other mode than verbal 
communication, explanations, and affuranccs ; and as, 
for the reafon above affigned, I cannot make thefe in per- 
fon, I think it indifpenfable to delegate the truft to ano- 
ther. — For thefe purpofes I have deputed Major Palmer 
to attend his Highuefs and his minifters at Lucknow. 
Major Palmer, as you know, has been my confidential 
fecretary for feveral years ; I have djfclofed to him, with- 
out referve, my fentiments on every point of the relative 
connexion between the Company and the court of Oude, 
«nd I can rely upon him for a faithful explanation of 
tbem. 

I have alfo inftruer.ed Major Palmer to give the moft ex- 
prefs affurances to the MiniHers, of my approbation of 
their conduit, and determination to protect and fupporC 
them, fo long as they preferve their attachment to this 
government, and purfue the real intereft of the Viaiei. 

Major Palmer has other public objects in charge, which 
he will perfonally communicate to you ; and I moft earn- 
estly require of you the ftrongeft co-operation of your 
authority and influence towards his attaining them. I 
think his fuccefs almoft certain, if he meets with your. 
cordial fupport and afliftance : whatever may be the event, 
a confiderable (hare in producing it will be attributed to 
you, and affect you accordingly. 

Such explanations as are intended Solely for the Satisfac- 
tion of the Nabob, and coming from myfelf, I have di- 
■ reded. 
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ic&ed Major Palmer to communicate fcparately to him, 
but in doing this,, to ufe every precaution to avoid any' 
dimunidon of your authority or influence. 

I have fent Major Davy as a confidential Afllftant to 
Major Palmer, and in cafe any accident fb.ou.kl happen, 
the latter to execute his commiuion. 

Fort William, I am, Sir, 

May 7th, 1782- Your obedient, &c. &c. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 

To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Refidcnt at Lucknow. 

Sir, Fort William, 10th Aug. 1782. 

I have had the mortification to hear that Almafs Ally 
Cawn has at length, as was long lince foreboded, fled 
from the Vizier's, dominions, taking with him an im- 
menfe treafure, the fruits of bis embezzlements and known 
oppreffioiis. Though this intelligence has not come 
through its authentic channel, ] have no dobt of its 
truth ; I am compelled to credit the reports which allure 
me that every point of the Vizier's administration is in 
the fame diforder. For this, and every other failure in 
the inftructions which I gave to you in writing on the 
30th September, at Chunar, you arc folcly refponfible to 
this government, as Hyder Beg Cawn is to the Nabob j 
for to your conjoint hands has the adminiltration of his 
affairs been from that time committed. 

I have received your repeated affurances, addrefied to 
tnyfelf and to the Board, that the Nabob's debt to the 
Company mould be completely difcharged by the clofe of 
the year. In my fears for a difappointment in th is ex- 
pectation, and in the contrary belief, that in its actual 
train the debt is more likely to exceed the amount at which 
it flood the 1 aft year, than to be paid, I hereby apprize 
you, that if at the end of the Fuuellee year any part of it 
fliall remain in arrears, I fhall move the Board to call 
upon you publicly to account for it; and, that you may 
know that this declaration is not made on light grounds, 
I {hall enter a copy of this letter upon the Company's 
records. It will do you no injury, if you difprove the 
juftice of my fufpictons by the effects of your exertions. 

I have written to Hyder Beg upon the fame fubjeft, and 
intended to refer you to his letter for my fuller fentiments, 
but I fhall not have it ready for difpatch for this poft. 
I am, Sir, &c. 
Patna, the 17th Aug. 1782, 
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f.x trails of Mr. Middleton's Defence, to the Governor-general 
and Council. 

THE current annual claims varied from 70 to 130 
)acks of rupees, which the revenues of the country, as 
will appear by reference to former accounts, never anfwered 
to, feldom yielding to the Refident's treafury beyond from 
60 to 8o1acks, the confequence of which was, that the 
balance was annually accumulating inftead of decreafing 
by the annual receipts. When I took charge of the of- 
fice of Collector of the Vizier's alignments to the Com- 
pany, this balance upon the Refident's book, ctofed to 
the- end of the Fuffulee year 1 187, was 32 lacks, exclusive 
of io| lacks army donation. In the year 1 188 it increajed 
12 lacks, making 44. lacks, when the Governor-generaf 
arrived at Benares the beginning of 1189. To discharge 
to much ef this balance as was due to the Company, 
therefore, was the object of the treaty ; and to etifure the 
sccomplithment of it in the fliorteft time poffible, a plan 
was laid down, one part of which was the fufpenfion of 
fundry current claims upon the Nabob; fuch as Mr. 
Wombwell's office, and the temporary and cavalry bri- 
gades, which together amounted to fo heavy an expence, 
that, with the continuance of them, even the current an- 
nual claim could not be anfwercd, much lefs the above- 
mentioned balance liquidated. Sut the year 1180, from 
unforefeen events, was already began ere the treaty was 
igned ; and tnefe large bodies could not be removed with- 
out fome previous notice. Between two and three months' 
were alBgned them for prepartion, in which time it was 
fuppoied fufficient funds would have been forthcoming for 
their difcharge. The paying them off involved another 
balance of arrears to them refpe&ivdy, not included in 
tot balance of 1187 and 1188 to the Company. Thefo 
arrears further fwclled in their amount, becanrc the ( 
monthly collections to the period of their difcharge Were 
not equal to their pay and arrears, and a provilion for the 
Other indifpenfable diiburfements of my office, which ob- 
liged me to devife other means of liquidating them ; ac- 
cordingly, after a long negotiation, attended with much 
difficulty, I accomplirhed a roan at the beginning of the, 
year, on myown credit, of iolacks ; without which ex- 
ertion, the refources of the whole year would have been 
logged with the increafing amount of thefe arrears. 
While the effeft of my negociation was yet in fufpenfe„ 
another balance, before we heard of, amounting to up- 
wards of 16 lacks, was fent up from the prefidency. Why 
this balance was unknown to the Refident, to the Gover- 
nor-gcfierid, and confequently not included at the figning 
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of the tint]', will be (hewn in its proper place. _ I had 
pledged myiilf to the Governor -general for realizing the 
Ctmpany't balance, which of courfe meant the balance in. 
agitation before us at the figning of the treaty which had 
this for its declared object. 

Not with Handing which I realised both, as well as the 
arrears, then alio unknown, and further replaced the 
failure of the alignment on Furruckabad, fcc. amounting 
altogether to 1 38 lacks of Fyzabad ficcas, near a crore 
and a half of current rupees, inftead of 60, 70, or ,8a 
lacks, which has been the utmdft exertions of the ma- 
nagement of former years. 

The following fliort (ketch of the grofs amount realized 
by me, will more clearly explain the foregoing. 

Amount aflignments for current claims, the 
firft initallments of which I was forced to an- 
ticipate by. an advance of 10 lacks - - 76,00,000 

Amount balance agitated at the figning «f 
the treaty, deducting army donation - * 44,00,000 

Amount further balance from the prefideocy 16,00,000 

Rupees of Sorts 1,46,00,000 



I (hall now ftate the circumftances of the balances which 
I am charged for not realizing., I have find that the ba- 
lance, as it flood on the R elide at' s books at the figning 
of the treaty, was the balance I flood pledged to the Go- 
vernor-general to realize. It afterwards appeared, that 
upon adjuftjng the general books at the prefidency, a se- 
parate balance, accumulated in a couri'e of fevet ysart„ 
was due from the Nabob for military ftores, &c. ftjppliedk 
from the Company's magazines* ddference of coinage, 
and other heads therein particularised, amounting to 26 
lacks to the 30th. April 1779.. But from circumftancea 
unknown to me, no intimation of any fuch claims had 
ever before been given to me or my predecelTors. 

Notwithstanding this, and its coming to me unaccom- 
panied by anyorder of. the Board, I propofed* in my let- 
ter of the 21ft February 1782, No. 8, to recover it, and 
did actually bring the amount to credit in my accounts 
for 1 189, as Hated in my addrefs to the honourable Board 
of the 7th September 1782, No. 9. 

But after this, when the general books at the prefi- 
dency were brought up another year, a further fimilar 
claim appeared for [4 lacks for the military ftores, &c. 
fupplied the Nabob to that period, the 30th April 1780. 
This came too late to be included within the year 1189. 
t had already exceeded my pledge, and accepted refponfi- 

bility 
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bitity from 44 to 70 lacks, above half as much again. I 
Could not venture, at Co advanced a period, or more pro- 
perly the clofi at the collections, to extend it to 84 lacks. 
The new refourccsi formed on new favings, could not 
operate without end, nor in fuch great proportions within 
the firft year. Moreover, had I been pofleflcd of re- 
fources to enable me to include it, I met a greater oppo, 
fition from, the Nabob and his minifters on the fecond 
claim, than I had experienced on the firft. Upon explain- 
ing the firft account to them, when (I came to the charge 
for military ft ores, they demand to have their deliveries 
of military ftores, and the charge of the Candahar horfe, 
with the Bombay detachment let againft it; when, after 
much difficulty, I prevailed fo far as to induce them to 
fufpend this claim -, alluring them that it would be duly 
and equitably coniidered in future account which the 
Governor-general's aflurances afterwards to the Nabob 
confirmed. This ferved once, but would not a fecond 
time, when the demand of 14 lacks became repeated on 
the fame grounds. So far from acquiefcing, they called 
upon me then to perform the aflurances I had given them 
on the former occasion, by fetting againft the account, 
the amount of their deliveries of ftores, &c. which they 
would be fatisfied to have eftimated by any mode of va- 
luation the Board would pvferibe. They argued that if 
I would not agree to this, they muft conclude, that their 
claims were not meant to be considered, in which cafe 
" I might .at once take the country, finer, juftice was out 
" of the queftion." This was their paffionate language. 
I for the prefent yielded to it, and referred the claim to 
the consideration of the Board, who alone could decide 
«pon it. . 

Let me here be permitted to obferve, that had the whole 
claims and expectations of the year been perfifted in, they 
would have amounted to near double the Nabob's net re- 



Current claims — — — ■ 

Chunar balance, including donation — 

Further balance to April 1779 — — 

Do. — — April 1780 — — 

Major Palmer's claims — — 



2,53,00,000 • 



Upwards of two crores and a half; befides arrears to 
troops recalled, and failures above explained, for which 
the Minifter raifed 25 or lb lacks more. 

Graft 

Digged oyGOOglC 
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Grofs fettlemcnt a,25;oo,ooo -ri. vt . .. 

ni a. w _ at The Nabob s net revenue, 

Deduct charges eo.oo.ooo * , . , , * 

, 6 ' ' to my knowledge, never 

.. . „ exceeded a crore and a 

Net rtwmtt - W .«V»o hlIf> but gener.il, fell 



. I had given the ftrongeft hopes of liquidating the Com- 
pany's balance, for which I flood pledged, from the fruits 
of this negotiation, and that I fhould be able to conclude 
it in fourteen days.-— —I performed it within ten days 
after my arrival at Fyzabad; and I trufl, when the 
nature of this bufmefs becomes duly coniidered, my 
conduct in the execution of it will not appear any more 
a criminal .difobe.dience of orders, than it was a breach of 
promife on thofe orders. As I under ft bod the. cafe, the 
Nabob had a claim of inheritance of his father's treafures 
upon the Begums. The public treafury was unqueftion- 
ably his right, with the dominions and government that 
devolved Upon him at his father's death ; however, from 
confederation of refpeft and attention to the Begums, the 
Company (upon their yielding up a part of the treasures 
of the deceafed, declaring it to be the whole) agreed to 
fland between them and any attack from the Nabob, and 
further guaranteed Jagheers for their fubfiftence,— The 
influence of the Company's Reftdent at the court of the 
Vizier became the pledge and fecurity of his Excellency's 
agreement with his family, and would probably have 
continued fo. to the prefent hour, - had it not appeared that 
thefe Begums and, their agents have ufed the property and 
power, thus encreafed and preferved by- our mediation, 
as instruments againft us. They fomented and joined in 
<he plan of a general extirpation of the Englifh. In re- 
turn for whjch, the Company's guarantee was withdrawn. 
I was no longer to yield to them the protection of my 
office, but leave, the Nabob to the recovery of his rights ; 
my part being to take effectual care, that i'uch recovery 
ihould be converted to the liquidation of. the Company s 
balance, and generally to affift the Nabob in effecting the 
object. All this I did. I arrived at Fyzabad the 10th 
January, in three days..— On the 13th, at day-break, I 
put the Nabob in full and quiet pofleffion of the Kella 
and palace of the Begums, wjio were confequently at 
bis entire mercy and devotion. In feven days more, on 
the zoth, the bufinefs was concluded. Under that date, 
I informed the Govern on-ge.ieral of my fuccefs ; to which 
to replied, in terms that encouraged me to hope my con- 
duit and complete fuccefs in that vefy delicate bufinefs 

had 
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had met his approbation, and that the juftification oF rrt^ 
firft proceedings, offered in my addrefs of toe 5th Feb- 
ruary, would be admitted. The whole bufinefs took up 
but 10 days. 1 had promifed 14 from the ... . day of 
March.' — "I fet out the 4th fr»m Lucknow, which carries 
me two days beyond my promife ; but had it taken twenty 
days* or even a month, it could not, I flatter myfelf, be 
termed a long or unwarrantable delay, when the import- 
ance Of the bufinefs, and the peculiar e m b a rr ailments at- 
tending the profecution of it to its defired end, are con- 
fidered. The Nabob was fori to the Begum we were to 
proceed againft: ; — a fon againft a mother mull at leaft 
fave appearances in his mode of proceeding. The pro- 
duce of bis negotiation was to be received by the Com- 
pany : receiving a benefit— accompanying the Nabob— ' 
withdrawing their protection*-*- were circumftances fum- 
eient to mark the Eiiglifh as the principal movers in this 
buiineut. At a court where no opportunity is loft to 
throw odium upon us, fo favourable an oecanon was not 
miffed to per f wade the Nabob that we inftigated him M 
dishonour his family for our benefit. The impreffions 
nude by fueh fuggeftions conftaritly retarded. the pro-i 
grofs, and mote than once actually broke off the bufineis* 
which rendered the utmoft caution on my part neceffary, 
especially as 1 I had no afflftance to expect from the minis- 
ters, who could not openly move in the bufinefs. In the 
Eaft it is well known, that no man, either by h'lmfelf 
or his troops, can enter the walls of a Zcnana> fcarcelt 
in the cafe of acting againft an open enemy, much leu 
of an Ally. — an Ally againft his own mother. The otlt- 
ward walls, and the Begum's agents, went all that were 
liable to immediate attack ; they were dealt with, and 
fuccefsfully, as the event proved. I therefore confidently 
trufh if it (hall appear to the honourable Board, as it 
does to me, that the fplrit arid main object of my orders 
were ftriftly adhered to and fulfilled, that they will not 
longer hold me criminal for a deviation from the piecife- 
letter of them. 

The 3d and laft divifion of my charge relates to the 
current "bufinefs of my office, unconnected with the im- 
mediate objects of the treaty. This includes want of 
political information, exemplified in the flight of Almafi. 
Ally Cawn — Employment of troops — Diibrders in the 
Nabob's country, Stc. 

In anfwer to this charge, I itiuft be permitted to oh* 
ferve, that befides the general information contained in 
my lift of my public correfpondence, hereto fubjoined, 
immediately after my arrival at Lucknow, on the 2d Oc- . 
tebcr 1 781, I gave a complete and particular detail of the! 
fpreadiog 
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Tprcaiiag of the rebellion (influenced by Rajah Cheyt 
Sing) throughout the country, with the tcftimony of 
Colonel Hannay, and other officers, whith was after- 
wards confirmed in fuller detail, by the dcpofitions taken 
on the fpot by Sir Elijah Impey. After this, nothing 
new in that line occurred, the rebellion every day, and 
ia every quarter, fubfiding, not increaiing. Thofe who 
rofe in fupport of the Begums, my letter from Fayzabad 
ftated ; but they rofe and fell with the bunnefs, except- 
ing one of die aids fought by the Begums in Bulbudder 
Sing, who, in fpite of all our efforts to crufh him, con- 
tinued his refinance, and fell only two months ago. 

• *•••*»**• 
P..S. I have thought it unneceffary to mention, that 
I have made no diftirittion, in quoting my public cor- - 
refpondence, between letters* addrefled to the Board, and 
to the Governor-general ; the orders of the honourable 
Board of die third July 1781 (never fince revoked). pre- 
cluding the ncceffity of fuch diitinclion. 

Extralti sf Letter from Mr. MiddUtou to Mr. Ha/iingt; 
dated Lucinvw, i$tb March, 1782. 

THE third Article, which includes the Jaguire of 
Fizulla Cawn, among the reft hitherto been deferred by 
the poftfeript to your general initru&ions, which for- 
bids it, until circumftances may render it more expedient 
and eafy to be attempted than the prefent more material 
purfuits of government make it appear. However, I beg 
leave to repeat, that a ftipend or allowance, in ready 
money, -to that chief, in lieu of his Jaguire lands, fituated 
and peopled as they are by his own tribe, in vicinity to 
three capital territories of the fame caft, would be far 
more conducive to the interefts and fecurity of this go- 
vernment, and as fuch permit me to recommend it to 
your confideratlon. 

Thefe compleat your inftru&ions, fince which you 
have directed, as an additional article, that the Nabob 
ihould be fupported in his claim upon the Bow Begum, 
for the inheritance of the late Vizier's public treafure — *• 
This has alfo been done; 45 lacks have been recovered, 
and the Begum's chief, agents are now under fevere re- 
straint for the remainder of what they engaged to pio- 
duce. - 

V01. II. E T 9 
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To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor-general, 

&c. he. he. 
Sir, 
THE Begum having finally agreed to furrrender to 
the Nabob the treafures of his late father, the Nabob 
Shujah tt) Dowlah, which the had hitherto retained in 
her pofleffion, his Excellency defired me to withdraw the 
troops from the Kills, that the Begum might return into 
it, in order to deliver trie treafure. To this I confented, 
as alfo to the re-delivery to the Nabob of the two Eu- 
nuchs, Bahar and Jowar Ally Cawn, without whofe 
prefence and affiftance nothing could be effected, as they 
were the only agents employed by the Begum in the fe- 
rreting and depofiting it ; they previoufly pledging them- 
felves to be piefent when called upon, to aniwer to the 
accufation which I have informed them was laid againft 
them. In the meanwhile, the Begum has delivered over 
her Chelah Shumfbcer Cawn, who was Phoufdar of Tan- 
da when Captain Gordon arrived there ; fo that I now 
hope the whole bufinefs, upon which I came here, is in 
the moft favourable train. 

I have the honour to be* 
With the greateft refpeft, 
Sir, 
Fayzabad, Your moft obedient and 

loth January 1782. Moft humble fervant, 

(Signed) NATH, MIDDLETON. 
True Copy, 
Nath, Middlcton. 

Sir, Baugulpoor, 27th Jan. 1782. 

I have received your letter of the 20th inftant. I 

thank you for the good news which it contains, and for 

the profpecl which it has afforded me of a complete and 

profperous termination of the meafures impending. 

I defire that you will endeavour to difTuade the Nabob 
from concluding any fcttlement with the Begums, until 
the Board, or myfelf, have been advifed of the amount of 
the treafure recovered from them, and of the balance due 
at the lateft period from, the Nabob to the Company. 

I hope to receive from you a report of the final iffiie 
.of this bufinefs, and of a Aim realized, and in your pof- 
fcfilon, for our relief, in time to fend advice of both by the 
packet now under difpatch ; and I lhall keep it open until 
the 7th of next month, but no longer, for that purpofe. 
I am, Sir, 

Your moftobedient Servant, 
■ True Copy, (Sighed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
Nath. Mtddleton. 

To 

■ ' n.r-^GoOgle 
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To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor-general, 
&c. ice, &c. 
Sir, . 

I have had this day the honour to receive your com- 
mands of the 25th ultimo ; and am extremely concerned 
that the mode of conducting the Fayzabad buunefs, as 
let forth in my addrefs of the 18th January, did not meet 
your entire approbation. Permit me to allure you, Sir, 
it is with the grcateft reluctance I ever venture to deviate 
from the exprefs letter of your inftructions j and I cannot 
accufe myfelf of having done it on any occafion where it 
did not appear to my judgment, that the object and fpi- 
rit of them rendered it advifeable, and that the apparent 
neceffity would juftify fuch latitude. 

In the prefent inftance, it was more in appearance and 
expreffion than in fact, that any deviation was made from 
your orders of the 26th December ; for although I was 
rohftraincd, from ftridt regard to the accqmplifhment of 
what I coniidered the firft object of this undertaking, to 
admit of a temporary forbearance, for the reafons aragn- 
ed in my addrefs of the 18th ultimo, the Begums were at 
that time to be confide red as entirely at the mercy of the 
Nabob i their Jagheers were in pofieflion of his Aumils ; 
their troops difperfed at the' Kella of Fayzabad, which in- 
cluded alio the Bhow Begum's own habitation, under the 
guard of his Excellency's and our troops. 

It -remained only to get poJTeflion of her wealth ; and 
to effect this it was then, and is ftill, my unalterable 
opinion, that it was indifpenfably neceffary to employ 
temporizing expedients, and to work upon the hopes and 
fears of the Begum herfelf, and more efpecially upon 
ibofe of her principal agents, through whofe means alone 
there appeared any probable chance of our getting accefs 
to the hidden treafures of the late Vizier: and when I 
acquaint you, that by far the grcateft part of the treafure 
which has been delivered to the Nabob was taken from 
the mdft fee ret recefles in the houfes of the two Eunuchs, 
whence, of courfe, it could not have been extracted, 
without the adoption of thofe means which could induce 
the difcovery, I fliaH hope for your approbation of what 
I did. - I muft alfo obferve, that no further rigour than 
that which I exerted, could have been ufed againft fe- 
males in this country, to whom, there. can be no accefs. 
The Nabob and Salarjung were the only two who could 
enter the Zananah. The firft was a fori, who was to ad- 
drefs a parent, and of courfe could ufe no language or 
action but that of earned and reiterated felicitation; and 
the other was in all appearance a traitor to our caufs. 
Where force could be employed, it was not fpared. Tb 
£ 2 troops 
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troops of the Begum were driven away and dlfpcrfcd ; 
their guns taken ; her fort, and the outward walls of her 
houfe, feized and occupied by our tropps, at the Nabob's 
requisition, and her chief agents imprifoned and put in 
irons. No further {rep was left ; and in this fhuation they 
ftill remain, and are to continue (excepting only the re- 
miffion of the irons) until the final liquidation of the 
payment ; and if then you deem it proper, no poffible 
means of offence being left in her hands, or thofe of her 
agents, all her lands and property having been taken, I 
mean, with year fan&ien, to reftore her houfe and fer- 
vants to her; and hope to be favoured with your early 
reply, as I expeft that a few days will complete the final 
furrender of all that is further cxpe&ed from the Be- 
gum. 

I have the honour to be, lie, ice. 
Lucknow, NATH. MIDDLETON. 

5th Feb. 1782. Refident at the Court of the Vizier. 

Lift of Mr. Mtddtetm'i Public Correfamitnce with the Ho- 
nourable Board, from the Period of figning the Treaty of 
Chunar to the 2$d of Otlober 1782, when he delivered over 
the Refidency to Mr. Brijlow, 

Of date 

17th Oil. 1781. To the Honourable the Governer-geV 
neral. 

Do. Do. 

1781. To the Honourable Board. 
' " Do. Do. 

To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. 
To the Honourable Board. 
To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. 

Do. Do. 

Do. Do. 

Do. Do. 

Do. Do. 

17 Do. 1781. To the Comptroller of the Offices. 
19 Do. 1781. To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. 
22 Do. 1781. Do. Do. 

24 .Do. 1781. To the Comptroller of the Offices. 
27 Do. 1781. To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. 

3° Do. 1781. Do. Do. 

Of 
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12 


Do. 


i 7 S.. 



Tapirs r&tfol U Cbtrgi, IV. «W XVI. 



To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. 

Do. Do. 

Do. Do. 

Do. Do. 

Do. ' Do. 

Do. Do. 

Do. Do. 

Do. Do. 

Do. Do. 
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781. 
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20 


Do. 


782. 
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782. 
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782. 
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782. 
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782. 
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782. 
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782. 


10 
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782. 


11 
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782. 
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782. 
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782. 


20 


Do. 


782. 


21 


Do. 


782. 


22 


Do. 


782. 


2 5 


Do. 


782. 


37 


Do. 


782. 
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Apr. 


782. 
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Do. 


782. 


Do v 


782. 


9 


Do. 


782. 


K> 


Do. 


782. 


IO 


Do. 


782. 


12 


Do. 


78a. 



Do. 



Do. 



Do, Do. 

To the Comptroller of the Offices. 

To the HonourabU the Governor-ge- 
neral. 
Do. Do. 



Do. 



Do. 



Do. Do. 

To the Comptroller of the Offices. 
To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. 



Do. 



Do. 



Do. Do. 

To the Comptroller of tlm Offices. 

To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. 
Do. Do. 

To the Comptroller of the Offices. 

To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. ■ 
Do. Do. 

To the Comptroller of the Offices. 
Do. Do. 

To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. 
Do. Do. 

To the Comptroller of the Offices. 

To the Honourable Board. 

To the Comptroller of the Offices. 

To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. 
De. Do. 

To the Honourable Board. 

To the Secretary to the Honourable 

the Governor-general and Council. 
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Of date 

12 Apr. 1782. To the private Perfian Interpreter to 

the Honourable Governor-general. 
15 Do. 1782. To the Honourable Board. 

26 Do. 1782. To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 

neral. 

I DoY '7 8 *' P* P* 

\l Do. 1782. Do; Do, 

12 Do. 1782. To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. 

17 Do. 1782. To the Comptroller of the Offices. 

ai Do. 1782. To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. 

21 -Do. 1782. Do. &c. Members of the Supreme 
Council. 

24 Do. 1782. To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. 

27 Do. 1782. To the Honourable Board. 
4 Tune 1782. Do. Do. 

18 Do. 1782. To the Honourable the Governor -ge- 

neral, Sec. Members of the Supreme 
Council. ' 
18 Do. 1782. To, the Honourable Board. 
15 July 1782. To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. 
17 Aug. 1782. Do. Do. 

2 Sept. 1782. To the Secretary to the Honourable 
the Governor-general and Council. 
7 Do. 1782. To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. 
7 Do. 1782. Do. &c. the Members of the Supreme 

Council. 
9 Do. 1782. To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral. 
12 Do. 1782. To the Honourable Board, 

14 Do. 1782. Do. Do. 

15 Do. 1782. Do. Do. 

16 Do. 1782. To the Secretary to the Honourable 

the Governor-general and Council. 

16 Do. 1782. To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
neral, 

16 Do. 1782. To the Honourable Board. 

16 Do. 1782. Do. Do. 

16 Do. 1782. To the Honourable the Governor-ge- 

' neral. 

17 Do. 1782. Do. Do. 

17 Do. 1782. To the Honourable Board. 
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Of date 

18 Sept. 1782. To the Honourable Board. 

19 Do. 1782. Do. Do. 

1° Do. 1782. Do. Do. 

32 Do. 1782. Do. Do. 

3 OSt. 1782. To the Secretary to the Honourable 

the Board of Infpe&ion. 
8 Do* 1782. To the Honourable the Governor -ge- 
neral. 
15 Do. 1782. To the Honourable Board. 
22 Do. 1782. Do. Do. 

22 Do. 1782. To the Comptroller of theOffices, &c. 

23 Do. 1782. To the Honourable Governor- genera], 

&c. the Members of the Supreme 
Council. 
(Signed) NATH. MIDDLETON. 

To the Honourable Board. C. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I have this day received confirmed information of the 
death of the Nabob Nudjiff Cawn. My opinion upon 
this fubjecl: I had the honour to fubmit to the Governor- 
general under date 24th February laft, upon a prema- 
ture information of the deceafe of that Nabob, which 
hitherto I find no reafon to alter; I therefore beg leave 
to refer your honourable Board to that, as containing 
every fentiment or information that I can at prefent offer 
upon the fubjeft. 

The Nabob Vizier fcems to think it probable, or pof- 
iiblf, that Mahadajee Scindia may be induced, either at 
the instigation of his own ambition, or at the king's fo- 
li citation, to proceed to Delhi upon this conjecture ; his 
alarms and apprehenfions upon this head, he ftates in his 
letter of this day's date to the Governor-general ; and in 
order to prevent the only one of the two afore- mentioned 
inducements which lays within his reach to attempt, he 
has written an Arzee to the King, alluring him of his 
attachment to his intereft, declaring bimfelf ready to 
march with his forces to fupport his views, and men- 
tioning your government as equally well difpofcd to his ' 
majcfty, and finally recommending to him to call in no 
other foreign aid. He has alfo written letters of cendo- . 
lence to the late Nabob's family, and others of encou- 
ragement to the principal commanders of his armies, ad- ■ 
vtfing them to continue firm in their duty and allegiance 
to the king, whom he tells them he is marching to Delhi 
to fupport. Moft of thefe chiefs were formerly the fer- 
■ £ 4 vants 
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vants of this court, and many of them connected by 
blood with the Viziei's family. His Excellency has alfct 
made an application to Colonel Morgan to move the 
fubfidiary brigade towards Etawa, to be in readinefs to 
aft in cafe any emergency fhould require it. I have fent 
his Excellency's application to The Colonel, but have 
only recommended his holding the brigade in readinefs to. 
march to that central ilation, either upon the receipt of 
your orders to this effect., or fome intermediate urgent 
neceflity occurring, which may preclude the propriety of 
making any delay whatever. This will, I hope, meet 
your approbation. 

I have the honour to be. 
With the greateft refpeft, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
Lucknow, Your moft obedient, 

loth April 1782. Humble fervanr, 

(Signed) NATH. MIDDLETON. 

To the Honourable Board. E. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
The contentions and party difputes which have pre- 
vailed at the court of Delhi fince the death of the late 
J\»bob Nudjiff Cawn, feem now to be taking a decided 
turn in favour of Mirza Snuffer Cawn, whofe pretentions 
to the chief rule hi the administration, although acknow- 
ledged and fecretly efpoufed by the King, have hitherto 
met with violent and fuccefsful oppofition from Affrafiab. 
Cawn ; but the latter having a few days ago found it ex- 
pedient to move with the main body of his army acrofs 
the Jumna, for the defence of his own pojleffions againft 
the threatened attacks of Mahomed- Beg (.awn Amdany, 
who is joined with the oppofite party; Mirza Snuffer 
availed himfelf of this conjuncture, to attempt by force 
the effectual eitab lift men t of his authority at the capital ; 
accordingly, on the nth inftant, he marched his whole 
army into the town, feized upon the principal gates and 
avenues, furrounded the houfes of Mudjud al Dowla, 
the Dewan Nudjiff Cody Cawn, and Luttauft Ally 
Cawn, all of whom were united in the combination. 
againft him, and fecured the perfon of the former, as he 
has alfo, probably, by this time that of Nudjiff Cooiy 
Cawn, who had, when my lad intelligence was difpatch- 
ed, loft all bis artillery, fever a I of his principal Sirdars, 
and was, reduced, as a laft refource, to the neceflity of 
defending himfelf with mufquetry only, within the walls 
of his private habitation. The capture of his perfon 
, will leave Mirza Snuffer Cawn without any competitor 

upon 
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upon the fpot capable of oppofing him, and enable him 
immediately to turn his whole force, in conjunction with 
Mahomed Bee Cawn, againft Affrafaib and his party, 
With the faireft profpect of fuccefs. 

There can, I apprehend, be no doubt but his Majefty, 
upon this turn of affairs, will cheerfully and openly ac- 
quiefce in the demands of Mirza ShufFtr Cawn, which it 
appears have never extended beyond the inveflitureof fuch, 
offices as he is univerfally allowed to have had an indis- 
putable claim to, upon the death of Nudjiff Cawn ; uai 
Jie is a perfon attached, both from ties of con fangui nicy 
and inclination, of the Vizier's government, as well aa 
the firft in rank and credit among the remaining chiefs 
of the empire. I prefume the honourable Board will con- 
sider his riling influM.ce as a favourable incident to the 
political inttrefts of the Company; being well allured 
that the fmalleft encouragement given to this chief, were 
it to confiff only in an acknowledgment of his title to 
the afcendancy he has acquired, with the bare name of our 
fupport, would fecure his attachment to the mutual in- 
terefts of our own and the Vizier's government ; and ren- 
der him not only a powerful barrier to thefe provinces, 
but a moft_ufeful partizan, fhouid motives of necefTity or 
expedience at any future period induce your honourable 
Board to extend your views beyond the limits to which 
(hey are at prefent confined. 

I have the honour to be, 
With the greateft refpefl, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Lucknow, Your moft obedient, 

14th Sept. 1782. Humble feryant, 

(Signed) NATH. MIDDLETON. 

gxtrafi of Letter from Mr. Middleton to the Honourable 
Board; dated Lucinsw, the ijtb September 1783. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
Conformably to the fpitit of the initru&ions given to 
me for my guidance by the Honourable the Governor-ge- 
nera], upon the conclufion of his agreement with the 
Nabob Vizier at Chunar, I have the honour to inform 
you with his Excellency's concurrence. I have {rationed 
in each Aumildary throughout thefe provinces an agent 
pf my own nomination, in the capacity of Daroga Taf- 
fuab, or M after- matter to the Mooteyna troops", whofe 
duty it is to mutter and tranftnit to my office, regular' 
monthly returns of thofe eftablifhments ; and upon whofe 
report and fignature alone their pay is to be iflued. This 
meai'uve will eftablifli a necelTary check upon the conduct 
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of the Aumils, and effectually obviate thofe abufes and 
in ifap plications confequent to the former irregular mode 
of conducting this branch of expence. I could not with 
propriety have taken fo decifive a line in this bulinefs at 
an earlier period, as the Nabob and mini Iters, returning 
to the capital fo late as the month of Oftober, found 
themfelves obliged to continue the Aumils already in em- 
ploy in their refpeclive trulls, or riik, by new appoint- 
ments at that advanced feafon, the lofs of the whole col- 
lections on the Khereif or firft crop, which amount to 
two fifths of the annual revenue, and the fame circum- 
stance involved the necejfity of leaving their agreements 
nearly in the form in which they flood the preceding year. 
Hence it became difficult and dangerous to take any im- 
mediate fteps for the introduction of the Governor-ge- 
neral's arrangements, beyond laying the foundations of 
a future reform, which was duly attended to> and thefe 
I can now fecurely build upon, as by availing myfelf of 
this early period, every Aumil is previoufly apprifed of 
tbe terms on which he embarks, and Hands without ex- 
c-ufe for any failure in his engagements. I fhall have the 
Satisfaction of laying before you very fhortly as correct a 
. return of the troops actually employed, as it may be 
poffible to make, after curtailing numbers every where, as 
far as it can be done confidently with the fecurity of the 
collections ; and out of the favings, which I am confi- 
dent of immediately producing, I have ftipulatedwith 
the minifter for the maintenance of four complete regi- 
ments of the honourable Company's troops, at the rate 
of 25,000 rupees per month each, as eftablifhed by the 
Chunar treaty. Should this meafure meet your approba- 
tion, and it be fuitable to your views to enlarge the plan, 
I have no doubt of being able, by degrees, to introduce 
as many more regiments as you may with to have em- 
ployed in Heu of the government troops now maintained 
for the fervice. 

I have the further fatisfaftion to inform your honourable 
Board, that I have at length prevailed on the Nabob 
Vizier to carry into effectual execution the meafure re- 
commended by the honourable the Governor- genera I, for 
the inltitution of courts of Adawlut,- under proper regu- 
lations, throughout his dominions. Molovy Mowbean, 
1 very refpe&able, learned, and diftinguiflied man of the 
law, has been appointed Sudder ul Huck, and a deputy 
on his behalf is going out with each Aumil, accompanied 
with a proper and competent eitablifliment for the due 
adm initiation of juftiee, independently of the Phoufdars 
-and collectors. This meafure will alio, I flatter myfelf, 
meet with your approbation. 

, ■ ,Googft 
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It is incumbent upon me to inform you of the improper 
conduct of Fyzulee Cawn, who for fome time paft has 
been carrying on a con ft ant corrcfpondence with the Ro- 
hilla chiefs, and maintains difcourfes yi his public Durbar 
of a very contrary tendency to the line of his duty, and 
profefled allegiance to the Vizier. 

It is not very likely he would be able to effect any thing 
that could materially endanger thefe provinces, yet it 
muft be obferved, that any attempt, however unfuccefsful 
to himfclf, would to a certainty occafion a very heavy lofs 
in the Vizier's collections. An advantage gained by his 
troops in a late unfortunate difpute with two of the Vi- 
zier's battalions at Darrangur, has had the natural effect 
of exciting infolejice and temerity, and make it now not 
very eafy for that chief, were he fo reclined, to reprels 
the turbulent fpirit of his followers. 

By the 3d article of the treaty concluded between the 
honourable the Governor-general and the Vizier at Chu- 
nar ( his Excellency is im powered to, place FyzulaCawn 
upon the fame footing With the other Jaghardars, giving 
him his allowances in money inftead of lands. But the 
honourable the Governor- general, though acceding to 
the Nabob's propofal, deeming it unadvifeable that the 
meafure mould be attempted in the then iituation of this 
government, and during the active fcene which occupied 
the Company's troops, I in confequence prevailed on the 
Nabob to fufperid it until a more convenient opportunity 
might offer. Thefe objections to the meafure being now, 
I conceive, removed, and this being the only Jagheer 
exifting under the Vizier's government, I would, if the 
honourable board are pteafed to approve, venture to ad- 
vife the refumption of it, as foon as the ccflation of the 
rains will permit. For this it will be neceffary the Na- 
bob mould obtain not only your previous fanction, but 
affurance of your fupport, in cafe, which I think very 
probable, his own ftrength fhould be found unequal to 
the undertaking. 

The pofTeflions of Fayzula Cawn are fo fituated, that 
'there is no poJEbility of cutting off his retreat, whenever 
he might chufe to attempt it ; and fhould ever it fo hap- 
pen, the great extra collections he has for fome years 
pall made beyond the amount for which the Jagheer was 
originally granted, now fuppofed to be accumulated to 
one crore and an half of rupees, muft prove a total and 
imparable lofs to this country : it feems therefore worthy 
the intention of your honourable Board, to co-operate 
with the Vizier in fuch meafures as may be moft effectual 
in obviating the mifchiefs which his Excellency juftjy 
apprehends from leaving Fayzula Cawn in his prefent 

unre. 
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unreftrifted fituation, efpecially as tbe propnfierl change 
cannot, in my conception, be considered as any actual 
innovation on the rights of that chiefs treaty with the 
late Vizier, which.fecure to him an annual income of 
fifteen lacks, and this the Nabob by no means defigni to 
deprive him of, but wifhes to pay it in money, inftead 
of allowing him to collect above thrice that fum from 
lands, by means which drain the other parts of Rohil- 
chund of their Recates and revenues, and enable him to 
maintain a large force ready upon all occafions to join 
any internal or foreign enemy, which might In op- 

pofition to his Excellency's government; and there can 
be no doubt but Zabilly Cawn, with whom he is clofely 
connected, and keeps up a conftant intercourfc, would 
fcize any opening which might yield him the fainte ft hopes 
of recovering His hereditary pofteflion in Rohilcund. 

Extracts of Letters from the Resident at 
Oude to the Governor-general and Coun- 
cil, respecting the Conduct of Fatzula 
Cawn. 

Extraft, dated ijlh December 1781. 

" I must alfo take the liberty to add my opinion, that 
*' unlefs Fazula Cawn, remotely fituated as he is, out of 
" reach of interruption, in the center of his own tribe 
*' and country, connected uninterruptedly with the other 
** two remaining Patan powers, becomes included in this 
** general reform of the Jagheers, or fome effectual check 
*' impofed upon him,, the whole may prove abortive; 
*' while, if truly enforced, may fave this country, and 
" with it poflibly much of our own blood and treafure." 

ExtraS of Ditto, dated tbe u^h February 1782. 

" In fuch an event, I fhould think it very probable he 
V would be joined by FyzoolaCawn, who, there is (Iron g 
** reafon to believe, is by no means well affected to' the 
•* Vizier's government, and who has of late made fuch 
*' preparations, and fuch a difpofmon of his family and 
" wealth, as evidently manifeft either an intended or ex- 
*■* pedted rupture." 

Extract tf Ditto, doted the 25'A March 1782. 

•* The third Article, which includes the Jaguire of Fy- 

" zulla Cawn among the reft, has hitherto been deferred 

** by the poftfeript to your general inftruflions, which 

*> forbids. 
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« forbids it until circumftances may render it more expe- 

«« dient and eafy to be attempted than the prefent more 

" material purfuits of government make it appear. How- 

** ever, I bog leave to repeat, that a ftipend or allowance 

" in ready money ,to that chief, in lieu of his Jaguire 

" lands, fituated and peopled, as they are, by his own 

** tribe, in vicinity to three capital territories of the fame 

" caft, would be far more conducive to the interests and 

" fecurity of this government ; and as fuch, permit me 

" to recommend to your confideration." 

Extras tf Ditto, dated the 15/A April 1782. 

" Zabitta Khan, at Ghous Gheer, is arming and en- 
" tering into alliances with the Seeks. The Nabob Fy- 
" zala Ca-wn, from the bell intelligence I am able to 
" procure, carries on a clofe and fecrct correfpondence 
*' with him ; he is gone fb far as to throw out fome very 
" inflammatory difcourfes in his Durbar j and by this 
** day's intelligence it appears, that fome ufual restraints 
*« have been impofed on my agent, who hitherto had free 
" accefs at his Durbar, to fend intelligence of what palled 
** there. I (ball be very watchful of his conduit and 
** motions, and not fail tQ give your honourable Board 
-" regular information of every thing that I may think 
*' worth your notice. I have the honour to be, with the 
w greatett refpecV' 

True; extracts 
(Signed) NATH. MIDDLETON 

Bxtra£}s of Mr. Jehnfon's Defence. 

3d Charge, Conf. 7th Sep- 
tember 1782. 

Major Palmer's Letter. ANSWER. 

FOR fending repeatedly Thisextraft, andthemat- 
to the Vizier and to his Mi- terof the remaining charges, 
miter Hyder Beg Khan, to are not in the copy of the . 
advife them againft tranf- proceedings of the 7th Sep- 
t erring the to lacks of ru- tember, lent to me in De- 
pees, intended as a prefent cember lail j I am not the 
to the Governor-general, to lefs ready to meet them here, 
the Company's account, as The aft of intention, as 
it wenld be a precedent for far as I Should limit them, 
further demands, which if inadmittingmyfelfthecaufe 
the Vizier did not refift in of preventing the 10 lacks 
the fir-ft inftance, this go- mentioned from being at 
Vernment-wottld never ceafe that. time paid to the Com- 
■*• kinafs him for money. pany axe true. The reafons 

affigne4 
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affigned for ftich preVentiort 
" left the Nabob fhould be 
" again harraffed, &c." are 
the Minifter's own words 
and objections made to me, 
transferred into my mouth. 
The mode alfo by meflage 
is likewife mifrcprefented, 
but that is immaterial ; fuf- 
fice it for me to explain the 
ad : I acknowledge 50 lacks 
Were due in balance: all the 
Nabob's rcfources not pro* 
mifing to prove equal to 
difcharge this balance, a 
new claim was at this fame 
inftant made of 82 lacks : 
60 A loan the refources in my hands 

12 for four additional the fole funds exifting to 
regiments anfwerboth; the means un- 

10 the fum in this equal to this end — the quef- 
- — charge. tion remained, which of the 

TotaJ 82 two claims, the new or the 

-— old, would be firft paid ? I 

did not hefitate one inftant 
to declare, that if any of the 
Affets placed in my hands 
. . . fliould be attempted to be 

eft ranged from the pur- 
pofes for which they were 
affigned, I fhould declare it 
a breach of treaty. They 
were to difcharge the ba- 
t lances of years. The fole 
objea of the late treaty, and 
all the meafures connected 
with it, had this finglc point 
, for their end:— could I, 

deeply pledged for the ful- 
filment of this treaty, fub- 
fcribe to the total fubverfion 
of thefe meafures, at the 
very moment of their com- 
pletion in the termination 
of the year prefcribed and 
allotted for their operation ? 
I could not} I ought not. 
Therefore I thus obftru&ed 
the whole, of courfe the 
parts 
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parts of that whole, for the 
lesions above affigned, and 
no other whatever. Whe- 
ther fuch preference, fo given 
to a previous claim, was 
criminal or meritorious, 
lefts with the honourable 
Board to declare, when they 
recollect that retarding nei- 
ther expunges or diminishes 
a claim. Hermit me hereto 
fubjoin, had the 10 lacks 
been un involved with the 72, 
or had the aggregate mm 
not been required within 
the period left for liquidat- 
ing the balances intruded 
to me, or had not the A fiets 
lodged in my hands for this 
purpofe been the fole funds 
from which fuch payment 
could be attempted, fo far 
from impeding even for a 
1 moment fuch a claim, I 
fhould have been the fiift to 
fupport and urge it to its 
completion. 



5th C H A R G E. 

For further neglect of 
duty, in not having written 
a fingle letter to this govern- 
ment, during the ablcnce of 
Mr. Middleton from his 
ftation at Lucknow, to re- 
port the ftate of the pro- 
vinces, or of the Vizier's 
dominions, or to mention 
any one occurrence of thofe 
parts notwithstanding the 
important events which 
took place during that in- 
terval, from the contentions 
which enfued upon the de- 
ceafe of Nudjiff Cawn, 
and the disturbances in the 
,Vi»ier's country; from the 
defection and flight of Al- 



ANSWER. 
Mr. Middleton left Luck- 
now the 18th June, and re- 
turned the kit of Auguft, 
The duty he intruded to me 
was limited and restricted to 
clofing the balances. In 
which he requefted Major 
Palmer, to whom he made 
over the political depart- 
ment, to alTift me with his 
fupport, if I called for it. 
The line was fpecially 
drawn. The political in- 
formation of courfe refted , 
with the political agent. He 
attended the Durbar, where 
my bufinefs never called me. 
In my line nothing -new or 
remarkable occurred during 
the 
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/mas Ally Cawn, one of his the period above mentioned* 
principal Zemindars with a The deathof Nudjiff Cawn, 
confiderabie treafure and with all its confcquences 
force ; from the refra&ori- actual and probable, had 
nefs and difobedience of been fully laid before the 
other Zemindars; and from Board; and the Governor- 
other caufes, which the general, in the Refident's 
Board have fince been in- letters of the gth ioth April 
formed of ; and for not to the Governor, the fame 
mentioning the difafterwhicti date and 15th to the Coun- 
happened to two battalions cil, and again in feveral Iet- 
of the Vteier's troops at ters immediately after his 
Daranagur, all which the return upon refuming the 
Board obtained no know- refpective charges intruded 
ledge of, but from private to Major Palmer and me. 
information. With refpeft to the Vizier's 

dominions, nothing new 
happened in the conftantly 
turbulent ftateof (he Ze- 
mindars of a country where 
the rents are collected at the 
point of the fword. Many 
rumours were fpread of the 
intended difafie&ion and 
flight of Almas Ali Khan. 
The ReJident immediatly 
after his return, informed 
the Governor-general (date 
7th September) that he had 
afcertained them to be 

roiindlefs reports.. While 
was a&ing, daring which 
time the rumour fira; began, 
I had always an agent with 
him. His chiefraauager and 
fflcft confidential agent was 
always with mfc, and with , 
the Mmifter ; who likewufc 
had an agent conuamtly with 
Almafs. TheMinifter'siaw 
telligcnce uniformly agreed 
with mine. I never ion aat 
opportunity, ao compare 
them ; and neither of us, I 
will confirm by oath, ever 
believed him beyond the 
Nabob's limits. What I 
offer to confirm and atteit, 
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is my own belief, with the 
Minifter's confonant decla- 
rations made to me j and I 
trull, that the united tefti- 
mony of Mr. Middleton, 
the Minifter, and myfelf, 
will be received by the Board, 
as equal, if not fuperior in 
weight, to that of others, 
who cannot have had chan- 
nels of information foniuch 
to be depended upon as thofe 
I have ftated. However, 
my belief, well or ill ground- 
ed, being what I have ftated", 
I could not have informed 
the honourable Board of an 
aft I difcredited. 



But ere I can call for their dcciiion, I mult proceed to 
explain a point with which I am not charged, but with 
which I muft now charge myfelf, as I End it folcly laid 
to Mr. Middleton. He is accufed with anticipating the 
revenues, and loading them with an ufurious in te reft upon 
an advance made to him, and brought to credit in his 
account. This crime originated with me. He only fanc- 
trfied it by bis authority. The greater (hare, if not the 
whole of the blame it may incur, muft therefore reft on 
ihe. The total fum confided of two parts, nearly halves, 
25 lacks each ; one was a negociation of the balances due 
from the different Aumils, agitated and fettled by the 
Minifter himfelf; the other, an anticipation of rents af- 
iigned to pay a banker for the advance he made of the 
amount required and negociated. The charge is or Ihould 
be therefore confined to this laft. The whole tranfa£tion 
will of courfu be fully ftated by Mr. Middleton, as it 
ftands included in his charges. All that I here mean to 
explain is, that the rc,nts anticipated by alignment to rf.ts 
banker, in other words, the funds upon which the ad- 
vance was made, were not the rents of lands upon which 
the Company bad ever received their aflignmenrs, or which 
had ever fuppticd the Nabob's treafury and wants, but 
the refomed rents of rebellious and other Jagucrdars 
(chiefly Letafuts, Begums, and Salar Jungs) forming an 
entire new fund, now, and never before, brought into 
the Nabob's and Company's coffers by this plan - t it be- 
came therefore in fo much a net gain to the Nabob. The 
plan, in other refpects, had it met with encouragement, 
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opened a new channel of re four ce upon emergent occafiqns 
to the Nabob and the Company. The Bankers, properly 
noticed and rewarded for an advance of 50 lacks (an in- 
ftance I believe never before equalled) would have beea 
ready upon a repetition of the call. The intereft termed 
Ufury by the Board was the ufual intereft of the country- 
where the loan was made. The eftabliihed intereft of a 
country is no ufury in that country, whatever it may be 
deemed in others. But had the intereft been ufurious or 
high, the' Nabob paid it, not from his own refourccs, de- 
ficiencies in which' could afterwards be felt by his allies, 
but from new funds. He would gladly have paid it from 
his own, to anfwer the great purpofes effected by it. It 
enabled him to fulfil a treaty, a treaty of thehigheft con- 
cern to him ; a treaty for the performance ot which him- 
felf, his Minifter, and the Refident, flood pledg'ed — the 
completion of which comprifed a great benefit to the 
Company. They were in want of money — the treaty was 
calculated to anfwer this want, and this plan to fulfil the 
treaty; therefore, had even the Nabob's own ufual re- 
fources, or even thofe ufually aMigned to the Company, 
been in reality anticipated, fuch anticipation would have 
been an advantage to the Company, by an advanced pay- 
ment, and not a detriment or injury, upon which alone the 
difapprobation of the Board can be grounded. 1 there- 
fore now hope that this explanation will induce the ap- 
probation inftead of cenfure of the Board upon this 
meafu re. 

(Signed) R. JOHNSON. 

ExtraS ef Bengal Secret Confultations, %\ji Ocltber 1783. 

THE. Governor- general delivers in the following mi- 
nute on Mr. Middleton's defence. 

I have not time to examine Mr. Middleton's defence 
on the charges againft him. My letters, which were writ- 
ten to him on the different occafions which drew on him 
the declarations of my di flat is faction with his conduct, 
and his in reply, ought to be read with his defence, and 
will afford both equally the ftrongeft evidence againft 
him. His defence appears to me rather an eluflon of the 
charges than an anfwer to them. This obfervation will 
particularly apply to the 5th Article, and his reply. I 
was pointed in my orders to Mr. Middleton, that ha 
fhould not allow any negociation or forbearance, when 
he had once employed the Company's influence or power 
in aflerting the Nabob's claims on the Begums for the 
recovery of his father's treafures. My principal, if not 
fule inducement for this order, which, with the instruc- 
tion* 
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tions following it, was as abfolute as it could be expref- 
frd, was to prevent the imputation, which is too fre- 
quently^ with whatever colour of reafon, caft on tranf- 
aitions of this nature, begun with demands of Turns of 
money to an enormous amount, fupported with a great 
military parade, and denunciations of vengeance for a 
refufal, and all relenting in,co the acceptance of perfonal 
fubmUBon and promife of amendment; In plainer words, 
I did not cboofe to be made the inlrrument of private ra- 
pacity, if any fuch defign cxifted ; nor to expofe myfelf 
to the obloquy of it, if fuch a defign did not exift. My 
order was abfolute, and allowed of no reafoning upon it. 
It required a rigid and Scrupulous obedience; and Mr, 
Middleton, without fcruple or hefitation, and even with- 
out a leafon afilgned, difobeyed it.— I perceive that Mr. 
Middleton has alluded, as Mr. Johnfon has alfo done, 
to certain, unexplained claims made on the Nabob Vizier 
by Mr. Palmer, amounting to 82 lacks of rupees : as 
neither explain them, but fpeak of them as points of un- 
doubted credit, I think it proper to declare rny doubt and 
diibelief of them, and to aflign my reafons* as far as I 
I can in remote recollection of the little which I have 
ever known concerning them. Ten lacks of this fum 
have been explained by me to relate to a provifion to 
that amount actually made, and, as I have ever under- 
ftood, delivered to the Refident for its deftined appro- 
priation. 

Fifty lacks are ftated by Mr. Johnfon as a loan pro- 
pofed to be received from the Nabob. Major Palmer bad 
no orders from me to exa<£t filch a contribution from the 
Nabob. It was the general belief that Hyder Beg Cawn 
and Almas Ally Cawn poffeffed much private wealth : 
and as the means of fecuring private wealth in India 
con lift only in two very hazardous expedients — Firft, by 
depositing it with ibroffs or bankers, who may fail, or 
fefufe to return the trull; and fecondly, by burying it 
in the bowels of the earth, from whence it never returns 
to its proprietors — I defired Major Palmer to explain to 
both the nature and currency of the Company's intereft 
notes, and perfuade them .to inveft their m«ney in thofe 
better fecurities. I have a very faint recollection of 
fomcthing like a propofal to unite the Nabob's name in. 
the tranfa&ion ; but it ended without effect, nor could 
it at any time have been coniidered as a fpecific demand. 
The remaining twenty or twenty-two lacks was, as I be- 
lieve, the eftimated expence of • an eilablifhment of Se- 
poys, prqpofed to be raifed for the purpofe of defending 
the Nabob's internal dominions, But neither was this, or 
could it, be a fpecific demand, for I difcouraged it as 
F 2 foon 

l ioogle 



88 Papers relative ta Charges IV. mi XVI. 

foon as it was made known to me, and it went no fur- 
ther than mere fpcculatiori. 

As Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnfon have fwtlled 
the amount of the current demands, by an excefs of 
82, 00,000 rupees, fo has Mr. Middleton added to his 
receipts 26 lacks which do not belong to them, being an 
anticipation of the revenue of the fuceeedtng year. lam 
unable to proceed further in- my remarks: hut I muil 
formally declare, that Mr. Middleton is, in my judgment, 
guilty of all the charges which have been preferred againft 
him. 

The Governor- general delivers i» the following obferva- 
tions on Mr. Johnfon's defence. 

Mr. Johnfon had no authority to recommend the per- 
fons for appointments to the office of Aumils ; my in- 
ftru&ions, which he quotes, allow htm only a negative 
power, and was well underftood by Mr. Johnfon to apply 
to the Nabob's ordcrliet, a mean and wretched crew, 
whom his difgraceful partiality had admitted to fuch> 
trufts. Mr. Johnfon, by acknowledging that he did re-* 
commend perfons for fuch appointments, and that he f up- 
ported his recommendations by urgent and reiterated im- 
portunity, proves the fubftantial part of thefe- charges 
againft himfelf. 

3d. — I am morally certain that Zaidads or Allots for 
K) lacks, cithei in afBgnments of land or in bills, had 
been prepared, and were in the charge or pofleffion of 
Mr. Middleton before Major Palmer's arrival, and left 
with Mr. Johnfon on Mr. Middleton's departure. This 
fum was declaredly given for my ufe, but never accepted 
by me; the only -advantage I made of the offer was to 
requeft the Nabob to transfer it, with the obligation ililr 
- retting with equal weight upon my gratitude for the ori- 
ginal deftination of it, to the Company, for the relief of 
their preffing neceffities. The rectitude of this tranfac- 
tion depends eflentially upon principles which every man 
feels and acknowledges in his own bread, hut can hardly 
be judged by the tefl of any official rule; it might in- 
deed have added to the Company's claims on the Nabob ; 
but 1 am not forry that Mr. Johnfon ehofe to defeat my 
intentions, fince it would have added to the Nabob's 
diftrefles, but with no immediate relief to the Company. 
If in his own breaft he can view the fecret motives of 
this tranfa&ion, and on their teftimony approve, I alfo 
acquit him, as I do acquit him of the charge on public 
ground. 

Mr; 
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Mr. Johnfon having involved this fubjeft with other 

Fretcnded claims, which I believe to be mifreprefented, 
cannot reply to them with a certain knowledge. This 
can only be obtained front Major Palmer, but their ob- 
ject, is not worth the trouble or delay of fuch a refe* 
fence* 

4th. — The fourth charge is proved by the known ftate 

- «f the country, the diuenlions that prevailed between 

Mr. Johnfon and the Nabob Vizier, and by the total 

neglect of all communication from Mr. Johnfon with this 

government during the period of his charge. 

5th.— The defeat and difperfion of two of the Nabob 
Vizier's battalions, which Mr. Johnfon acknowledges, 
but calls a fray j the notoriety of Alraafs'a defection ; the 
infolcnce of the treaty concluded by him with his maf- 
ter; the fears exprelTed by Mr. Anderfon for the iffue of 
his negociations, left they ftiould be impeded by the dif- 
trafled ftate of the Nabob Vizier's dominions, and the 
lengthened hoftilities with the rebel Bulbudder, which 
have but recently fubfided with his death, are all proofs 
of the truth of this charge. Of the inftructions left by 
Mr. Middleton to Major Palmer, invefting him with the 

folitical agency, I never knew, nor do 1 believe Major 
aimer accepted fuch a truft, if fuch a truft was ever of- , 
fered. 

6th.— I cannot examine this charge in its full extent 
by the military returns. He fays, he obtained two batta- 
lions from the ftation of Cawnpore to oppofe the rebellion 
of Bulbudder : but he never apprized the Board of this, 
and my orders were moll peremptory and explicit upon 
this fubjeft. It matters not that the terms of the charge 
reftrid it to the brigade of Cawnpore, His difobedicne* 
is equal, from whatever, command the detachment was 
withdrawn. 

7th. — Of this charge Mr. Johnfon is clearly acquitted 
wpon the whole : — Though I have ftrfdly delivered my 
opinion on Mr. Johnfon's defence, I muft add, that I 
think he has been fufficiently punifhed by the depriva- 
tion of his office, and by the feverity with which it was 
immediately effected. — " Nottobeworft ftands in fome 
*' rank of praife." — His faults fink to mere errors and in- 
advertencies, when compared with thofcof his principal, 
and are wholly loft in the contraft with thofe of the pre- 
sent Refident. 
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To Mr. Nathaniel Middletou. 
Sir, 
I am directed by the honourable the Governor- general 
and Council to acquaint you, that they have attentively 
read your anfwer to the charges prepared againft you, and 
that they are of opinion you have by no means acquitted 
yourfclf of the facts alledged therein j but as the whole 
will be in reference before the honourable the Court of 
Directors, they leave it to, them to decide, finally upon 
your conduct. 

Fort William, lam, &c 

aift October. 

Approved, The Governor General. 
Approved, M'P. 



Extras! of General Letttr from Bengal; dated Jpth De- 
cember 1783. 

Par. 6. Mr- Nathaniel Middleton has rcquefted to be 
mentioned to you refpe&ing his conduct and fer vices 
previous to his removal from Oude ; and the Gbvernor- 
general having given in a minute conveying his appro- 
bation of both to that period, we beg leave to refer you, 
to its^uid to add our favourable opinion of his abilities 
and temper. 



Two Letters from the Nabob V;ziee, 

Bxtracl of Bengal Secret Confutations, the i$th of February 
1781.. . 

- THE Governor-general lays before the Board the fol- 
lowing letter from the Nabob' Vizier. 

From, the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah : Received ift Feb. 
' 1781. 

All the officers (rationed with the brigade at Cawnpore, 
Futty Ghurr, Darunghur, and Furruckabad, and other 
places, write .Perwannahs, and give pofitlve ordersto the 
Aumils of all thefe places refpelting the grainy and from, 
which conduct the whole country will become depopu- 
lated. I an hopeful from your fHendftip that you will 
write to all thefe gentlemen not to iffueorders, &c. to 
the Aumils, and not to find troops into the Mahals of 
i;h'? Sitlcarj and for whatever quantity of grain, &c. they 
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may want, they will inform me and the Refident, and 
we will write it to the Aumils, who fliall caufe it to be 
fent them every month, and I will deduct the price of 
them from the Tuncahs ; this will be agreeable both to 
■me and thcRyotts. 

From the Nabob Vizier to Rajah Gobind Ram. 

I fome time ago wrote you the particulars of the con- 
duct of the officers, and now write them again. The of- 
ficers and gentlemen who are at Cawnpore, Futty Ghurr, 
and Darunghur, and other places, by different means aft 
very tyrannically and oppreffively towards the Aumils and 
Ryotts, and inhabitants; and to thofe who require a 
Duftuck, they give it with their own feals affixed, and 
fend for the Aumils, and punifh them, if they fay any 
thing; the gentlemen make ufe of but two words— One 
that ts for the brigade ; and the fecoud that is to adminif- ' 
ter juftice. The particulars of it are thefe, that the 
Bepparies will bring their grain from all quarters, and 
fell for their livelihood. There is at prefent no war to 
occafion a neceffity for fending for it. If none comes, 
whatever quantity will be neceflary every month, I will 
mention to the Aumils, that they may bring it for fale ; 
but there is no deficiency of grain. The gentlemen have 
eftablifhed Gunges for their own advantage, called Colo- 
nel Gunge, at Daranghur, Fut Ghurr, &c. The col- 
lections of the cuftoms from all quarters they have Hop- 
ped, and collect them at their own Gunges ; each Gunge 
is rented out at 30,000 or 40,000 rupees, and the collec- 
tions paid to the gentlemen ; they have eftablifhed Gunges 
where there never were any, and where there were, thofe 
they have abolifhed. 30,000 or 40,000 rupees is the 
fum they are rented at; the collections, to the amount of 
a lack of rupees, are flopped. Major Brifcoe, who is at 
Daranghur, has eftablifhed a Gunge, which is rented 
out for 45,000 rupees, and has flopped the Gauts round 
about the Bipparies ; and merchants coming from Cafh- 
mere, from Sehanabad, and bringing Shawls, and other 
goods and fpices, &c. from all quarters, he orders to his 
Gunge, and collects the duties from the Aumils, gives 
them a chit and a guard, who conducts thefe about 500 
cofs. The former duties are not collected. From this 
conduct at Cawnpore, Futty Ghur, Furrikabad, ice. the 
duties from the Zilla of Gora and Itchawa are deftroyed, 
and occafions a lofs of three lacks of rupees; and the 
loffes which are fuftained in Furrukabad may be afcer- 
tained by the Nabob Mozutter Jung, to whom com- 
plaints are every day made : exclufive of the Aumils and 
* . F 4' collec- 
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collectors, others lodge complaints. Whatever I do, X 
deli re no benefit from it. I am remedilefs, and jilent 
from what happens to me. I know that worfe will hap- 
pen in other places. The fecond word I know is from 
their mouth only : this is the cafe. In this country for- 
merly, and even now, whatever is to be received or paid 
among the Zemindars, Ryotts, and inhabitants of the 
cities, and poor people, neither thofe who can pay, or 
thofe who cannot, ever make any excufe to the Shroffs; 
but when they would pay, they did. In old debts of 
fifty years, whoever complain to the gentlemen* they 
agree that they (hall pay J, ahd fend Duftucks and Se- 
poys to all the Aumils, the Chowdries, and Canoonges, 
and inhabitants of all the towns; they fend for every 
body to do them juftice, confine them, and fay they will 
fettle the bufinefs. So many and numerous are thefe 
cafualties, that I know not how much room it will take » 
up to mention them. Mr. Brifco: is at Darunghur, and 
the complaints of the Aumils arrive daily. I am filent 
now Mr. Middleton is coming here ; let the Nabob ap- 
point him for the fettling all thofe affairs, that whatever 
he mall order thofe gentlemen, they will do. From this 
every thing will be fettled, and the particulars of this 
quarter will be made known to the Nabob. I have writ- 
ten this, which you will deliver to the Governor, that 
every thing may be fettled ; and when he has, underftood 
it, whatever is his inclination, he will favour me with it. 
The Nabob is mailer in this country, and is my friend— * 
there is no diftin&ion. 

Written the 12th Zekaida. 

Extrafl of Bengal Seerit Confultations, the 4th June 1781. 

.Extract ,of Letter from the Nabob Vizier to Mr. Middle* 
ton. 

1 HAVE received your letter requeuing leave for a 

battalion to be railed by Captain Clarke, on the fame 

footing as Major Olborne's was, agreeable to the requefts 

and complaints of Ifmael Beg, the Aumil of Iilahabad, 

and in compliance with the directors of .the council. 

You are well acquainted with* the particulars and nego- 

ciation of Ifhmael Beg's, and the nature of Mr. Of- 

borne's battalions. At the beginning of the year 1186 

(1779) the affairs of illahabadwere given on a leafe of 

3 years to Ifhmael Beg, together with the Purgunnahs 

Arreel and Parra ; and , I gave orders for troops to be 

. {rationed and raifed conformable to his requeft. Ifmael 

$eg accordingly collected 1200 Peons, which were not 

allowed 
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allowed to tbe Atttml of .that place m the year 1 185. 
The reafon why I gave permiflion for the additional ex- 
pence of 1200 Peons was, that he might be enabled to 
manage the country with eafe, and pay the money to go- 
vernment regularly. I befides fent Mr, Ofborne there 
to command in the Mahals belonging to Illahabad, which 
were in the pofleffion of Rajah Ajeet Sing, and he ac- 
cordingly took charge of Afterwards, in obedience to 



orders of tbe Governor-general, Mr. Haftings, Jella- 
dut Jung, he was recalled, and the Mahals placed, as, 
before, under Rajah Ajeet Sing. I never fent Mr. Of- 
borne to fettle the concerns' of Illahabad, for there was 
110 occaiion for him ; but Mr. Ofborne of himfelf com- 
mitted depredations and rapines within Ifhmael's Beg ju- 
risdiction. Laft year the battalion which, by tbe ner- 
tniffion of General Sir Eyre Coote, was fent, received 
orders to fecure and defend Ifhirael Beg againft the en- 
croachments of Mr. Ofborne; for the complaints of 
Ifhmael Beg againft the violences of Mr. Ofborne had 
reached the General and Mr. Purling, and the Governor 
and gentlemen of Council, at my requeft, recalled Mr. 
Ofborne. This year, as before, the collections of Areel 
and Parra remain under Iflimael Beg. In thofe places, 
ibme of the.Talookdars and Zemindars, who had been 
oppreffed and ill-treated by Mr. Ofborne, had conceived 
ideas of rebellion. I therefore fpoke to you, and wrote 
to Colonel Morgan, requesting that a battalion might 
be fent for a fliort time; but on account of tbe actual 
ftate of affairs, and in obedience to the orders of the 
Governor- general and Council, Colonel Morgan had 
collected his army in one ftation, and could not detach 
a battalion. 



Correspondence between Mr. Anderson anb 
Mr. Bristow, relative to Mirza Jungles, 
Brother to the Nabob of Oude, 

Extra a of a Letter from Mr. David Andtrfon to Mr, Jehu 
Bri/isw; dated Camp, near GuaUar, tjtb February 17*3. 

YESTERDAY Myraee Junglee, a brother of the 
Nabob's, arrived in this Camp ; it is faid that he left 
Myrza Snuffy in difguft — whatever objects he may have 
In view they will not long be concealed, and I imagine, 
I fhall be able in my next letter to give you an account 
«fft«Ht 
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.... Myrza Junglee, after (landing for fome time on 
punctilio with Scindia, regarding the compliments of the 
»rft vifit, has at length had an interview ; he was receiv- 
ed with fome marks of attention, and had a private con- 
ference of fome length. As far as I have been able to 
learn, he left Myrza Shuffle on a fudden, in djfguft, 
with a few followers connected with nim by the fimilarity 
cf their fortunes and difpofitions, and came to this camp 
without having concerted any plan, or taken any previ- 
ous meafures ,to infure a favourable reception ; the only 
object he fcems to have at prefent, is to obtain fome ef- 
tablifhment for his maintenance from Scindia. I believe 
as yet he has received very little encouragement; and his 
followers already begin to fpeak of advifing him, accord- 
ing to their different opinions, either to have recourfe to 
the Englifli government, or to fly to Nizar Ally, or fome 
of the princes of the Decern -, with whom it is fuppofed 
that the name of his father will ftill have fufficient weight 
to procure him a provifton for his fubiiftence; at all 
events it feems to be the opinion of his followers, that 
nothing will ever induce him to have recourfe to the Vi- 
zier, or to truft himfelf within his power. 

fxtrail of a Letter Mr. A. to Mr. B. ; da.ti Camp, near 
Bhtt, btb March 1783. 

Myrza Junglee fent yefleiday for one of my people, 
and (old him, that when he left Myrza ShufFy he in- 
tended to go directly to Calcutta, and throw himfelf on 
the generofity of the Englifh i but (hat fome of his fol- 
lowers fuggefted, that he would certainly be flopped by 
the officers commanding the troops, and delivered up to 
his brother the. Vizier ; that he therefore rcfolved to come 
here with a view of interefting Scindia and me to intercede 
with the Governor in his favour, or at leaft getting fuch 
letters from me, as would fcrve to protect him on the way 
to Calcutta; that accordingly, with thefc views, when 
he fit ft Came here he pitched his encampment clofe to 
mine, although it was then a mile and an half feparate 
from Scindia's ; but that foon after finding, that any in- 
tercourfe with me wduld not be very agreeable to - Scin- 
dia, he had removed the main encampment, and his ne- 
ceffities being extremely preflSng, he had thrown himfelf 
on Scindia, who had for the prefent given him 3 fcanty 
relief, arvJ had promifed to confer a cunilderable Jagheer 
' on him hereafter, if he would engage in his fervice, and 
raife a body of troops. Myrza Junglee added, that all 
m's followers were averfe to his going t0 Calcutta, as fuch 
a mcafure would infallibly cut off ail their profpects ; 
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fcut that for his part he was determined on it at all events, 
rather than truft to the promifes of the Marattasj and 
he declared, that if I would give him the fmalleft encou- 
ragement, he would quit all his followers, and come 
alone, and take up his relldence under my protection. 

Extrael of *d Letter from Mr. John Brijhw to Mr. David 
Andtrfon; dated Lutirmv, the 26th March 1783. 

■ I have in confequcnce of your letters of the 9th and 
aoth ultimo, and of the 6th inftant, folicited permiffion 
for Myrza Jungiee to return, reprefenting the difgrace 
attending his feeking for fubfiftence at foreign courts, and 
the numberlefs indignities he muftexpofe himfelf and the 
Vizier to from fuch a conduct. I hope I {halt be able 
to fuccced, but the utmoft allowance he can expect at pre- 
sent will be two thoufand rupees a month, being the fu.m 
allowed his Excellency's other brothers and filters, of 
whom there are now living at leaft thirty-three. I hare 
endeavoured to perfuade his Excellency to place them up- 
on a resectable footing, and pay their allowances regu- 
larly : fome payments have lately been made at my inter- 
ceffion ; and if Myrza junglee returns, I think he may 
depend upon regularly receiving the allowance I propofe. 
You will do me the favour to found him, and inform 
tee if he approves the propofal. 

..... I had the pleafure of informing you on the 
26th, of the terms upon which I propofcd that Myrza 
Junglee fhould return : I now enclofe you the Vizier's 
and my Dufcreechs, granting him permiffion : if he 
fhould want any moderate fum to bear his expenees on 
the road, oblige me by granting it, and I will anfwer 
your bill. 

The Nabob refuted his affent to my applications at 
firft, upon the plea that Myrza Junglee had not addrened 
him; he expected this mark of refpect, and exp relied a 
defire that Myrza Junglee fhould be confidered as depen- 
dant upon him felf, and not return upon the footing of 
Saadut Ally : this matter may be eafily fettled to his Ex- 
cellency's fatisfaction, by afking Myrza Junglee for an 
Arzee to his brother before you deliver him the Duftucks 
—his conduct before he left Lucknow was that of a 
wild young man, but I never heard any thing to his pre- 
judice in other refpects. He went to try his fortune at 
Other courts, in preference to itarving at home, which 
might have been his fate by all accounts at this place. 
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. David Andtrfen to Mr. yobn 
Briftovi i dated Camp, near Gualier, btb April 1 783, 

I am favoured with your- letters of the 26th and 28th 
March, and have communicated the contents of them to 
Myrza Junglee, intimating at the fame time, that as I 
bad underftood he : had formed fome connections here, fb 
nothing of what you propofed could take place through 
my interference, unlefs Scindia acquif'ced in his leaving 
oini> 

I have now the pleafure to inclofe a letter from Myrza 
Junglee to you, and an Arzee to the Nabob, which I hope 
will obviate all bis Excellency's fcruples in point of re- 
fped. Alia Reza Cawo, who has now the chief direction 
of Myrza Junglee's affairs, came to me this morning, and 
informed me, that Scindia had offered to fettle on him 
* Jagheec of the diftrids of Punchcmohal, amounting to 
40,000 rupees per annum, to be held in the name ,of his 
ion Bourhan ul Dien Hyder, as a provision for the fub- 
Gitenee of his Begum and family, to give him perianal ly 
an allowance for 60,000 rupees per annum, for keeping 
up a RjefliJlah of horfe three hundred horfc, and to put 

voder bi> command a battalion- of infantry, to be paid 
directly from Scindia's treafury. Alia Reza faid, that 
his mailer had hitherto declined to accept of thefe offers, 
being defirous of rather availing himfelf of tbe friendihip 
you have indicated towards him ; he feemed however to 
fee under fome apprehension left his brother Jhould have 
i©me treacherous intentions of either confining or killing 
Aim. I observed, that if you had not been very well af- 
f tired of the fairnefs of his Excellency's intentions, you 
would never have joined in inviting him to Lucknow, 
and that this confideration ought to make him perfectly 
fa.ti»fie<J. Alia Reza faid, thtt this was very juifc— he 
then objected w the fciallncfs of the taw. propofed for 
him, it was not only inadequate to his cxpences, but in- 
finitely left than what his Excellency had fettled nn many 
perfons ©f very inferior raak, who bare not fo good * 
claim to bis fupport. I anfwered, that from what you 
bad written there wat not the leaft reafan to expect at 
prefer t that the allowance would be entreated. He then 
laid, that what was propofed would not be fuctkient to 
enable bun to live at Lucknow, where ail his friends and 
relations were, and where -fo many of his inferiors lived 
in a greater degree of affluence ; in cafe therefore it could 
not be eaweafed, he. reque&ed that you would procure 
him permiflion to live at Etayah, Allahabad, or Patna, or 
W go down to Calcutta, or to continue h.ere with mej 



.ooite 



Papers relative U Charges IV. and XVT. ' tff 

in any of theft fit nations, lie faid, he could with lefs dif- 
ficulty regulate his cxpences, fo as to he able to live on 
his Excellency's allowance. I promifed to write to you! 
on this fubjefl, and Ally Reza faid, that on receiving 
your anfwer and his Excellency's, if this requeft was 
granted, he would immediately embrace the oner which 
you have made to him, and quit all his profpe&s here of 
Scindia's concurrence. Myrza Junglee items to have no- 
doubt. I am, however, apt to think, that Scindia will 
ufe every effort to detain him here ; but I mull make, his 
concurrence a neceffary condition, as it otherwife be will 
faid I had feduced away a perfon, if not actually engaged 
in his fervice, remained in his camp with that intention* 

If I may offer my advice, I would recommend that his 
Excellency fhould allow Myrza Junglee to refide at Ella- 
habad, and direct the Aumil (o pay him attention. X 
have feen him only once, but as far I can learn, he con- 
duces bimfelf with great propriety. He has lately dif- 
miffed the greater part of his followers. 

ExtrtS ef a Letter /rem Mr. Jib* Briftnu U Mr. David 
Anderfom dated Lucknow y i24 t Apfil 1783. 

I. have been favoured with your letters of the 6th 
intrant. 

The proportion relative to Myrza Junglee was not 
very well received ; the Vizier is difinclined to the grant- 
ing his permifiion for him to reflde at Ellahabad, or any 
frontier ftation. It is earneftly wifhed, that he fhould; 
return to Lucknow, as he Would then be considered en- 
tirely dependent on the .Nabob ; — his refidence at any 
place than the capital is confidered as Subject to many 
objections, from the influence a man of his birth muK 
unavoidably have in fuch a Situation. I yefterday had a 
final conversation with the Minifter on the fubject 1 and 
he at laft affured me, that I fhould be certain of the Vi- 
zier's approbation for Myrza Junglee to retire to any part 
of the Company's provinces, particularly Patna; which 
agrees with one of the alternatives you have propofed : 
the Minifter was particularly anxious, that you fhould be 
informed of the impoflibility of the encreafe of the pro- 
pofed allowance of two thoufand rupees per month -, and 
jrequefted that I would repeat what I had before advifed 
you of, in my letters on the fubjecl, that previous to his 
departure from Scindia's camp, you would be particular 
hi imprefflng on his mind, that if at any future period the 
Vizier's finances would admit of any further confldera- . 
tion, it fhould be confidered only as a mark of his bounty, 
and not of right. I have addreffed the Board for their 
permiffion 
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permiffion for Myrza Junglee to retire within the Com-' 
pany's provinces, provided you fhould, in confequence 
of his letter, obtain Scindia's confent, and fettle the 
natter in other refpcfts to the fatisfa&ion of all parties. 
True copies. 
(Signed) J. NEAVE, Affiftanc, 

Ta the Honourable Warren Ha/iingrj Efq, Governor-general, 
and the Members of the Supreme Council-, Fort William. 

' Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
I Have now the honour to inclofe you bills of ex- 
change, agreeable to the accompanying lift, of fifteen 
lacks of Calcutta Sicca rupees (Ca. Sa. Rs. 1,500,000) 
borrowed upon the plan propofed in my addrefs of the 3d 
inftant. Every exertion fhall be made to fupply you with 
the rhoft ample refources, but the certain and only mode 
of fecurirtg them, is to regulate the abufes of the Vizier's 
government, render the Nabob's fituation really affluent 
and dignified, and not fuffer a defigning minifter to ufurp 
his authority, and perpetuate a fyftem which is founded 
upon anarchy and a total want of oeconomy. .1 cannot 
now in any one inftance aft with confidence ; and I de- 
fpair, as'I have already, reprefen ted to you, of accomplifh- 
ing the great objects of my appointment, except by the 
immediate interpofition of your authority, and your fulleft 
fupport. The prefent critical feafon of the year, whea 
every arrangement ought to take place, makes me anxious 
for your fpeedy decifion, as a certain lofs will attend de- 
lay. I have great fatisfaflion in informing you, that fup- 
pofing I had the hearty affiitance of the Minister, the 
fituation of affairs is fuch, as would flatter me with every 
profpedt of fucccfs in reducing the Vizier's powerful 
Aumils, and reftoring the peace of the country. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
* Lucknow, JOHN BRISTOW. 

7th June 1783. Refident at the Vizier's Court. 

To the Honourable Warm Hajlings-, Efq, Governor ~gentral t 
t£c. Members of the Supreme Council at Fort William. 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
I am honoured with your commands of the 29th ultimo, 
containing violent complaints preferred again ft me by the 
Nabob Vizier and his minister Hyder Beg Cawn ; and 
(hall tranfmit as fpeedily as poffible my defence again!! 
each feparate allegation. 

I think i c my duty, Gentlemen, to repeat the fubirarice 
of my former reprefcntations, that fuch general diftiefs 

and 
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and opprcffion prevail throughout the country, and Such 
ruin attends upon every rank and clafs of men, owing td> 
Hyder Beg Cawn's mal-adminifrratiotl, that unlefs a re- 
form be vigoroufly enforced, the moft ferious con Sequences 
are to be apprehended, both to the Vizier's affairs and! 
the honourable Company's refources. This, Gentlemen, 
is the feafon of the year for regulating every abufe, and 
Hyder Beg Cawn's view, in thus urgently foliciting my 
recall at fo critical a period, needs no comment. 

I have the honour to be, ice. 
Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 

13th June 1783. 'Refident at the Vizier's court. 



Instructions from the Governor-general to 
Mr. John Bristow. 

Conf. 21ft April. 

To Mr. John Briftow. 
Sir, 

CONFORMABLY to the reference of the Board, I 
recommend and enjoin your rtri&cft attention to the fol- 
lowing instructions : 

ift. The balance due from the Nabob Vizier to the 
Company, partly from the negligence and inaccuracy 
with which the monthly accounts were drawn* out, and 
partly from the inattention of the late Refident, had bees 
fuffered to accumulate to an amount exceeding that at 
which it flood at the clofe of the laft year, notwithstand- 
ing the Special care which I myfclf had taken in my agree- 
ment with the Nabob Vizier, concluded on the 19th of 
September 1781, at Chunar, and my inftrucVions deli- 
vered at the fame time to the Refident, fmce enforced with 
very peremptory and repeated orders. This obliged me 
lately to write, in very Strong and unufual terms, both to 
the Refident and to the Minifter, and produced the -effect 
of an immediate exertion and con Sequent difcharge" of a 
part of the balance, and aUurances of the Speedy payment 
of the remainder. I do not implicitely rely on thefe af- 
fu ranees, but conclude that on your arrival you will find 
either a large balance ftill outstanding of the laft year's 
account, or that the whole has been paid off by encroach' 
ment on the current year's revenue. In either cafe, your 
attention will be equally required to the Settlement of this 
year's alignment, unlefs it Shall have b?en already accom- 
plished. Vou will be cartful to guard agaiuft fictitious 
eftimates ( 
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effimates ; and if any fucfa fhall appear in the alignments 
already formed, you will of courfe infill "upon their being 
exchanged for others, or their Jumma reduced to their 
real value, and others added, to complete the fum of the 
year's demands j that is to fay, the laft year's arrears, the 
two fubfidies of the current year, and the other fums for 
the payment of which our government has or OiaU have 
made itfelf refponfible ; fa that at the clofe of the year the 
whole fhall be entirely and completely difcharged. 

ad. You will obferve a very confiderable difference 
between Mr. Middleton's account and the corrected ac- 
count delivered to him by the Accountant-general, and 
now in the poflcflion of your accountant Mr. Womb well ; 
a difference nearly equal to thirty lacks of rupees. To 
the former, though made up with falfe calculations, grofs 
omiffions, and even balances falfely transferred from one 
month's account to the other, Mr. Middleton has perti- 
naciously adhered, affecting to call the' difference a new 
claim upon the Nabob. 1 fear this may render it an un- 
pleafant office to you to rectify his error, as I have no 
doubt that the fame declaration which he has made to this 

fovernment will have been made as a conceffion to the 
I a bob and his minifler, and of courfe your demand for 
the difference treated as unjuft, and formed on falfe pre- 
tences ; but the real account is fo clear, and the diffe- 
rence fo felf-apparent, that it will be impoffible for the 
M inifter to controvert or mifunderftand them, however he 
may affeft the latter. 

3d'. Endeavour to obtain an early and minute infor- 
mation of the ftate of the provinces of Owde efpecially, 
and the reft of the Nabob Vizier's dominions ; and re- 
port the refult of your inquiries to me, under the follow- 
ing beads, viz. 

I ft. Their government. , 

2d. Their military defence, and distribution of the 
Nabob's forces. . 

3d. Revenue. 

4th. Difpofition and actual conduct of the Zemin- 
dars, and the means taken for reftoring and 
preferving the quiet of the country. 

5th. The character and credit of the principal Au- - 
mils. 

6th, Under this general head, I muft alfo refer to 
your inquiry, and delire you will inform me, 
whether the fums lately levied, or affirmed to 
have been levied and brought to the Com- 
pany's credit by Mr. Johnfon, have been 
drawn from the revenue of lali year, or bor- 
rowed, 
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' . rowed, and alignments given for the repay- 

ment of the revenue of that year, or exacted 
by anticipations of the current revenue: one 
of which cafes I very much fufpect, becaufe 
they muft have been received at a feafon in 
which the regular collections are always at a 
ftand. 
7th. Alfo by what mode, and through what agents, 
thefe collections were made. 

4th. Immediately on your arrival found the'difpofltlon 
of Hyder Beg Cawn : his conduit, has for fome time paft 
been highly reproachable. Till within thefe three months, 
when Mr. Johnfon aflumed a large portion of his autho- 
rity, he pouefledt without controul, both the unpartici- 
pated and entire adminiftration, with all the powers an- 
nexed to that government, the Nabob himfelf being, as 
he ever muft be in the hands of fome perfon, a mere cypher 
in his, and the fanction by which he excrcifed his autho- 
rity; yet he has dared to ufe both the Nabob's name, 
and even his feal, affixed to letters, either dictated to the 
Nabob, or written from him without his knowledge, 
containing very improper demands on our government, 
find fuch as evidently tended to procure Hyder Beg's in* 
fiuence and intereft, and even to make him aflume a very 
unbecoming tone of refufal, reproach, and refentment, 
in oppofitioii to meafures recommended by me, and even 
to acts done by my authority, in literal conformity to the 
Nabob's own and earneft felicitations ; fuch as the re- 
fumption of the Jagheers, and the fejzure of his father's 
treasures, which had been fo long fufFered to remain, in 
the hands of the Begum his mother, and the other con- 
ditions of the engagements exacted from me at Chunar. 
On every occafion of this kind, the late Refident has 
been the faithful echo and fupport of the Minifter's pre- 
tenfions j 1 muft therefore have rccourfe to you for the 
introduction of a new fyftem in that government ; nor 
can I omit, while I exprefs my reliance upon you for this 
purpofe, to repeat the fentiments which I expreffed in 
the verbal inftructions which I gave you at your depar- 
ture, " that there can be no medium in the relation be- 
" tween the Refident and the Minifter, but either the 
" Refident muft be the Have and vafial of the Minifter, or 
-" the Minifter at the abfotute devotion of the Refident." 
Much as I amdifpleafed at the conduct of the Minifter, 
I impute it more to the fufferar.ee of Mr. Middleton -than 
to himfelf; and if he will fubmit to hold his office on 
fuch conditions as 1 require, 1 would certainly prefer him 
to any other man who could be nominated to his office, 
. Vol. II. G becaufe 
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becaufe he pofleffes abilities, and <* knowledge of bnfinefi. 
He exifts by his dependance on the influence of our go- 
vernment; and above all, becaufe a change- of admini- 
stration in a government fo loofe as that of Owde, where 
all the parts of it arc held together by the exertion of 
actual power, and not by the fprings of an rftablifhed 
constitution, would be unavoidably productive of confu- 
fion, and lofs of revenue : therefore it muft be advifeable 
to try him by the mode of conciliation, in your final con- 
verfation with him, at the fame time that it will be ne- 
ceffary to declare to him, in thejplaineft terms, the footing 
and condition on which he fliall be permitted to retain 
his place, with the alternative of difiniiKon, and a fcrcti- 
ny into his paft conduct, if he refutes it. In the firft 
place, I will not receive from the Nabob, as his, letters 
dictated by the fpirit of oppofition j bat fliall confidcr 
every fa«h attempt as the Mimfter's, and as an infult on 
our government : in the fecond place, I fliall expert that 
nothing is done in his official character but with yoar 
knowledge and participation ; at the fame time, the firft 
foate of the refponfibility will reft with you. The other 
conditions will follow dlftinctly in their places, becaufe 
I confider you as refponfible for them. 

5th.'" No ad mini fixation can be properly conducted 
without regular offices. In that of Owde then is not 
one, the whole being engrofled by Mr. Miniiter. Two 
are indifpenfably necciTary ; firft, an office of collections* 
frcondly, an office of treafury. I infift upon thefe efta- 
blifhments being formed immediately; and itmwftbe your 
care to appoint fuch checks to each, that whatever funis 
are paid from the revenue mail be duly entered, and credit 
given for their exact amount in the office of collections : 
and in like manner, that no fums fliall pafs the treafury, 
without a fimilar controul. The heads of thefc offices 
muft of courfe be under the general directions of the Mi- 
nifter in all points, excepting their accounts j for the 
fidelity of which they muft be folely refponfible, and made 
liable to the feveral punifhments if they fatflfy them. 
What other officers may have been in ufe in the time of 
the Nabob Suja ul Dowlah, and at this time nfcCeffary, 
you will enquire, and either cattfe them to be re-efta- 
blifhed, or not, as it fhall appear to be proper. 

In this laft defcription I include the Adawlets. Yoo 
will find them recommended but conditionally in my iir» 
-ftruetions to Mr. Middleton. It is certain that the want 
Of them,- and the univerfal and extreme lioentioufnefs ec- 
cafioned thereby, is one of the moft difreputable defects 
'in the Nabob's government ; yet I much doubt whether 
-introduced into fuch a ftatc at once and abruptly, they 

would 
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would not add to the mifchiefs which they were intended 
to rcdrefs; for perhaps there is fcarce an individual who 
would not become immediately obnoxious to their -autho- 
rity, and I fear fcarce an individual capable of difcharg- 
ing even a fmall portion of their decrees. While they do 
not exift, every man knows the hazard which he incurs 
in lending his money. Their cftablifh merit might tend 
to deceive, by holding out the appearance of falfe affur- 
ances j and with refpefi to oppreffions of every f pedes, 
unlefs each court was armed with a ftrong military force > 
it would not be in their power to prevent or puiiiih them; 
neither in that cafe is it certain they would not themfelves 
prove the greateft inftruments of opprefBon. The Aumils 
in the firil inftance, and the Munduls or chiefs of the 
villages ultimately, mult fupply this defect, as proper for 
your enquiry and conftderation, but cannot give you any 
inftructions concerning it. 

6th. Great care mull be taken in the choice of Aumils. 
I (hall not defcend to particulars, but enjoin one caution 
only, as indifpenfably neceflary, that no Aumil be ap- 
pointed to a frontier flat ion, without fuch pledge, or other 
fecurity, for compelling his perfonal appearance whenever 
required, as may infure, beyond a doubt, his obedience 
and fidelity; and both thefe and others, wherever (rationed, 
ought to have the means of felf- protection, and to be 
trufted and fupported. 

7th. The means by which Almafs Ally Cawn has 
been permitted to acquire independency have been long 
(sen, .and the effefts of it foretold by every perfon ac- 
quainted with the ftate of thatgovernment, except thofe 
immediately interefted in it. The late Refident has been 
his con ft ant advocate, and I lately underftand that, how- 
ever truly, the Minifter disclaims all concern in this im- 
prudent meafure. It is very extraordinary that his de- 
fection, his retreat to the frontier, the fubfequent ncgo- 
ciations which pafled between him and the Nabob, the 
engagements concluded between them, which refemble 
more a treaty between equal dates than a transition be- 
tween a fovereign and his vaffal, have all pafled without 
the lead communication or report of them made to me by 
the Refident, or his affiftant, or the Minifter ; and in a 
letter which I have lately received from the Nabob, the 
Minifter has had the prefumption to make the Nabob de- 
clare the whole to be falfe, and without foundation, and 
to affirm that every part of his dominion enjoyed the moft 
perfect peace and tranquillity. Upon this (abject, the 
behaviour of the Minifter is fo reprehenfible , th.it I think 
it incumbent upon me to let him know my fentiments of 
it : it will at leaft (hew him how thin the veil is by which 
G 2 TSoogfc 
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be covers his own acts, and thai fu eh artifices will only 
tend to make them the more criminal, from tiidfalfehood 
and duplicity with which they are affbeiated. As for 
Almafs Ally Cawn himfelf, the policy which has been 
obferved towards him has been fcandaloufly derogatory 
from the Nabob's dignity and intereft, and hurtful to the 
reputation of our government, as far as it is connected 
with it. If any engagement (hall actually fubfift between 
them at the time you have charge of the refidency, itmuft. 
However exceptional, lie faithfully obferved j but if he 
lias been guilty of any criminal offence to the Nabob his 
mailer, for which no immunity is provided in the engage- 
ment, or he fliall break any one of the conditions of it, 
I do moll ftrictly enjoin you, and it mull be your fpecial 
care to endeavour, either by force or furprize, to fecure 
bis perfon, and bring him to juitice: by bringing him to 
juftice, I mean that you urge the Nabob, on due con- 
viction, to punifli him with death, as a neceflary example 
to deter Others from the commiffion of the like crimes; 
nor muft you defift till this is effected. — I cannot prefcribe . 
the means : but to guard myfelf againft that obloquy to 
which I may be expofed by a forced mifconft ruction of 
this order, by thofe who may hereafter be employed in 
fearching our records for cavils and informations againft 
me, I think it proper to forbid, and proteft againft, the 
ufe of any fraudulent artifice or treachery to accomplish 
the end which I have prefcribed ; and as you alone are 
privy to the order, you will of courfe obferve the great eft 
fecrecy that it may not tranfplre : but 1 repeat my recom- 
mendation of it as one of the iirft and molt effential duties 
of your office. 

8th. From the practice which the late Refident and 
his deputy, and the minister, feemed to have prefcribed 
to therofclves of withholding all official information from 
me, I have been under the neceffity of forming my opinion 
of theftateof the Nabob's government upon private intelli- 
gence; but this, from its variety, from its concurrence, 
not withflan ding the various channels through which it has 
palTed, and above all from its notoriety, comes to me with " 
all the weight which the hrgheft authority could give it. 
For fome facts I have the teflimony of fworn evidence j 
fuch are the tranfactions of the rebel Zemindars of Goo- 
ruckpore and Bareach in the indirections of the laft year, 
which had for their immediate object the destruction of 
Colonel Hannay, and the officers of bis command ; and. 
Ultimately, the extirpation of the Englifh influence and 
power throughout the whole of the Nabob Vizier's do- 
minions. The Zemindars who diftinguifhed themfelves 
on this occafion were Zaletn Sini-, Genoo Roy, and Perly 
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Pall Sing. I am well informed that thefe men have per- 
fevered in their rebellious condu.fl, without deviation, to 
the prefent time, though the Nabob's, and not our go- 
vernment, is the object of it. — Reprefent to the Nabob, 
and effectualfy, the bad policy of fuffering fuch examples 
to pafs with impunity. Obtain his order for employing 
fome fure means for apprehending thefe Zemindars ; and 
if it fhall appear, on a fair and regular inquiry, that their 
conduct towards the Nabob (I pafs over that which re- 
gards ourfelves alone) has been fuch as it has been reported 
to be, he ought, and you muft infill: upon it, to punifli 
them with dea'.h, and to treat with the fame rigour every 
Zemindar, and every fubjedt who fhall be the leader in a 
rebellion againft his authority. Severe as this injunction 
may appear at firit fight, it will be mercy in its effect?, 
if the Nabob will adopt the policy, by infuring the tran- 
quility of his country, and faving the blood of his people; 
for the refolution, once published, and enforced in a 
fingle in fiance, will make it unnecefTary to profecute it to 
a fecond example. 

9th. I have been informed by the late Colonel Han- 
nay, that fome time before his recall was determined, he 
had agreed to a fettlement of 23 lacks complete, and with- 
out deductions, for the revenue of Goorookpore and Ba- 
reach for the prefent year, and that on his recall a new 
arrangement had taken place, in which a felection had 
been made of the moft valuable Talooks or portions of 
this diftrid, and that they had been diftributed among the 
domefiics and other favourites of the minifler, and that 
the reft had been farmed to one Aumil Abdool Beg, as I 
recollect, and the whole reduced to a Jummaof 18 lacks, 
from which a provifion of future remiffions was made for 
Seebundy anticipations, and Pymauly, or ravages com- 
mitted during the late infurrections. Thefe are facts of 
fuch a kind as will confirm themfelves by their own evi- 
dence ; and if you find them to be fuch, it mufl be your 
care to correct the abufe if you can, for the prefent, or 
at lead to apply the bell remedy in your power to it, and 
reftoie their future Jumma to its real value. I fhall not 
enter further or more minutely into the fubject of the 
general collections, b,ut I am particularly felicitous* to 
afcertain the real value of this diftricl, for a reafon which 
I will proceed to explain, 

From the nature of our connection with the govern- 
mant of Owde, from the Nabob's incapacity, and the 
neceflity which will for ever exift while we have the claim 
of a fubfidy upon the refources of this country, of exer- 
cifing an influence, and frequently fubflituting ic entirely 
In the place of an avowed and conftitutional authority in 
G 3 the 
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the adminiftration of his government, and from the con-* 
fequences inevitable in fuch a connected fyftem, dire&cd 
as it muff be under all the various changes and resolutions 
incident to our government by men of various character, 
and degrees of capacity and integrity, the time will come 
when that claim (hall accumulate to a fum exceeding the 
Nabob's ability to di (charge it, but by fome ancient mea- 
fures of accommodation, which may at the fame time 
. releafe him from an intolerable burden, and yield to us 
a more rational and fubftantial, though lets often fible in- 
come. Such a refource, and indeed in no other, would 
be afforded by aflignment in property, and in perpetuity, 
of the diftric"l of Goorookpoor and Bareach, in lieu of all 
demands whatfoever for fubfidy, even though the additio- 
nal charge of extraordinary detachments fum i fried for the 
defence of his dominions were added to it. Such an ac- 
commodation, if even it ihould take place, mull be pro- 
duced by a Itrong neceffity compelling it; for neither 
would the Nabob, weak as he is, fubmit to yield to it 
now, nor would 1, firmly convinced as I am of its ex- 
pediency, recommend the acceptance of it at this time, 
while fo ftrong an apparent difference between the produce 
of the alignment, taken at its higheft probable eftimatc, 
and the amount of the fubfidy, exifts as an objection to 
it. The annual claim of the fubfidy being 34,020,000 
rupees, and Colonel Hannay's Jumma of Goorookpore 
and Bareach, which muff be taken at its higheft rate, but ' 
at 23 lacks ; but as an argument for the meafure, if ever 
it Ihould become a fubject of immediate confideration, I 
will briefly add the advantages which will certainly accrue 
from it. 

1. Its fituation, bounded by a great and imp a Sable; 
river,, the Dava, connecting with the Ganges, the boun- 
dary line of the mod defenfiblspart of our dominions. 

2. The means which it would afford us of putting a, 
total flop to the continual inroads and ravages by which 
our own diftrift of Sircar Sarum has been, and will be 
continually infefled, from its open communication with 
the rude territory of the lawlefs Zemindars of Goorook- 
pore immediately adjoining to it. 

3d. A certain and improvcable revenue, inftead of a 
precarious demand on account, payable from a fund which 
I have faid mull at fome period prove infolvent. 

Having thus expofed to you my views, I now leave 
them a charge on your recollection, recommending it to, 
you to obtain all the infight which you can into the fub- 
jcift, both with refpeft to its p relent revenue, to the im- 
provement of which it would be capable in our hands, 

and 
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ami-t* the means by which the -alignment itfelf could 
at a proper fetfon he obtained. 

10th. On the information of the defection of Aitnafa 
Ally Cawn, of fymptoms apparent of the like difpofition 
In the Aumil of Rohilcund, and of the general anarchy 
which prevailed in every other part of the Nabob's do-r 
minions j the Board, though officially unapprised of 
thefe, as of every other fubject requiring their know- 
ledge of them, refolved and ordered that a ftrong detach? 
incut, under Colonel Sir John Cummings, mould march 
into the dominions of the Nabob Vizier, both for its in- 
ternal defence, and for the relief of the numerous der 
tachments which we understood (and this a!fo from pri- 
vate information only) have been made by the fole autho- 
rity of Mr. Johnfon, covered by the Nabob's formal re- 
quiiition, from the army Rationed at Cawnpoor : . you 
will receive an order from the Board to notify to the 
commanding officer of every detachment, that its fer vices 
are no longer required ; which, notification it will reft 
with your discretion to make on the inftant in which you 
{halt fee that it can be done with fafety; and a corref- 
pondent order will be Tent to Colonel Morgan, to com- 
mand the inftant return of every detachment within four- 
uid-twenty hours after the receipt of every fuch notifi- 
cation upon this fubject. I defire you to bear in mind, 
that the army at Cswnporc, or in whatfoever part of the 
frontier it may be Stationed, is appointed for the internal 
■defence of the Nabob's dominions, and for that only; 
that this was its original destination 'intended by the 
treaty of 1773, commonly known by the treaty of Bcna< 
res ; and that every deviation from this object, and every 
diminution of its force, are impolitic and highly danger- 
ous to our own exiftence, by the encouragement which it - 
will afford to foreign invafion. I undcrftand that at this 
time there are only two regiments of Sepoys left to fup- 
port the unall body of Europeans to which the ftrength 
of that Station is now reduced. 

Events may hereafter arife of fo fudden and urgent an 
emergency, as to require a temporary deviation from this 
maxim ; but it will be with the greateft reluctance and 
di Satisfaction that the Board will ever hear of fuch a 
difpofition, and therefore you muft be careful that the 
exigency be fuch from its urgency and neceffity, as will 
clearly j-uftify you in deviating from it, though but by the 
call of a fmgle regiment of that Station to any part of 
the Nabob's internal dominions ; and on every fuch oc- 
cafion you muft be careful to comply with every forma- 
lity enjoined by my instructions to Mr. Middleton, dated 
the 23d of September, and to tranfmit inftant advice of 
^ G4 it 
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it to the Board,, not waiting for the detail of your K3-J 
fons, which, to prevent delays, may follow as you fliall 
have more leifure to form them. 

I mull make it my particular injunction, that fuch it 
notification as I have mentioned above may be at all 
events inftantly tranfmitted to the officer commanding the 
detachment fent to Furruckabad, if my information be 
true, that fucb a meafure has been affumed by Mr. John- 
fon, for which no pretext can juftify him. 

nth. What I have to fay under this head is immedi- 
ately connected with the concluding part of the preced- 
ing. From a folicitude to guard againft any imputations 
to which the reputation of our government might be ex.- 
pofed by its interference in the Nabob Vizier's claims 
upon the Nabob Moxaffer Jung, I made ufe of my in- 
fluence with the minifter, enforced by ftrong injunction 
to theRefident, that no force mould be exercifed on that 
Nabob, nor any perfon fent to ufurp the charge of his 
government and collections, while he continued to pay 
his ftipulated annual tribute to the Vizier as it became 
due: the confequence of this recommendation was, if I 
may credit the reports of the Relident and the minilter, 
that from the inftant that the Nabob withdrew his inter- 
ference, the Nabob Mozeffer Jung defined from making 
his payment : you will know with certainty whether this 
report was true; if it was, you mull leave the Nabob 
and the minifter to act in this bufinefs in. what manner 
foever they plcafe, and entirely forbear from all interfe- 
rence in it. 

' i2th. Mr. Middleton has written to the Board that, 
Fyzoola Cawn has been making preparations for entering 
on open hoftilities with the Nabob Vizier, and combi- 
ning other perfons againft him ; I fufpect the informa- 
tion', but prudence requires to be prepared againft the 
■poffibilitj of fucb an event, It is pofliblc that the appa- 
rent weaknefs may have excited Fyzoola Cawn to form. 
fuch a defign j it is more probable thai he has been driven 
to it by the public declarations and menaces both of the 
Refident and the minifter. I have written a letter to him, 
fuch as I think belt calculated to divert htm from any 
fuch undertaking, by aflu ranees of the favourable difpo- 
fition of this government towards him, while he (hall 
not have forfeited it by any improper conduct, and by 
flating to him the fatal cpnfequences which mult attend 
his defection. That letter you will perhaps receive ear- 
lier than I fliall be able to put you in poffeflion of thefe 
infifuftions ; I fliall only add, upon this head, that you 
mull be guided by your own difcretion in whatfoever re- 
lates to it ; but be careful to prevent the Nabob's affairs 
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from being involved with new difficulties! while he has 
already fa many to opprcfs him. 

13th. The feverities which have been exercifed toward* 
the Begums were moft juftly merited by the advantage 
which they took of the troubles in which I was perfon- 
ally involved the laft year, to excite a rebellion in the 
Nabob's government, and to com pleat the ruin which 
they thought was impending on ours. If- it is the Na- 
bob's defire to forget and to forgive their paft offences, I 
have no objection to his allowing them in pennon the no- 
minal amount of their Jaghires ; but if he (hall ever of- 
fer to reftore their Jaghires to them, or to give them any 
property in land after the warning which they have given • 
him, by the dangerous abufe which (hey formerly made 
of his indulgence, you muft remonftrate in the ftrongeft 
terms againft it — you muft not permit fuch an act to take 
place, until this government ftiall have received informa- 
tion of it, and ftiall have had time to interpofe it% in- 
fluence for the prevention of it. 

14th. Study on every occafion to conciliate the good- 
will of the Nabob, and fbew him every oftenfible and 
external mark of refpect. I fhould hope that with due 
attention you would not find it difficult to make him 
himfelf the mover of every act neceflary, whether for the 
advancement of his own interefts, or the difcharge of his 
debts to the Company. But this can never be effected 
while the minifter maintains that afcendant over him 
which he at prefent holds by the means of a nearer and 
more private intercourfe, and by affecting to be the vin- 
dicator of his rights againft the claims of our government. 
In my late engagement with the Nabob it was ltipulated 
that a certain fum fhould be fee apart monthly for his 
private expences, and this made a part* of my inftructions 
to Mr. Middleton. The fum was afterwards fixed, as I 
recoiled, of 30 lacks. It was my intention and direction, 
that this appropriation fhould be made before any other, 
and this I make my prefent injunction to you ; requiring 
alfo that you do make it a part of immediate and ftricE 
inquiry, whether the Nabob has hitherto received the 
whole and punctual payment of the fum afligned to this 
account, or any patt of it has been withheld from him, 
whether with or without his concurrence. I mention 
this, becaufe, from fome private information which I 
have lately received, I have reafon to fufpe& that this is 
actually the cafe. Whatever foundation there may be for 
this report, let juftice be done to the Nabob; and if he 
has been deceived, undeceive him. 

t5th. The Nabob has repeatedly and bitterly com- 
plained of the indignity which he fuffers in his autho- 
rity, 
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rity, by the ufurpations of the Company's Refidents ; 
and has repeatedly demanded, that whenever the Com* 
pany's balance fhall be completely difcharged, he may bo 
freed from this vexation ; that he may be permitted to pay 
the fubfidy in ready money; and that the alignments 
which have been granted to Catisfy that demand may ba 
reilored him. I confefs that I did myfelf give encou- 
ragement, to this proportion, knowing at the fame time 
the quarter from which it came, 1 mean from Hyder 
Hyder Beg; and willing to exonerate this government 
from the trouble and refponfibility, and the Company 
from the difgrace of whatever might attend the adminis- 
tration of the Nabob's government. I thought too that 
it prefented a fure profped of the regular payment of the 
current demands, by the penalty which would attend the 
failure, in the refumption of the former fyftem of affign- 
mencs, and in the perfonal claims which it would lay on 
the rojnifter. But his mifconduct has fince man i felled 
itfelf in fo many particular inftances, befides the univer- 
fal diforder of the country, and this is fo alarming in its 
effects to our government, that I {hall hefitate, until I 
have the fureft and moil fatisfaclory grounds, to recom- 
mend an acquiefcencc in fuch a meafure. At prefent the 
plea on which it is grounded is probably yet at fomedif- 
tance; for while 1 am writing thefe inftruiSions frefh 
circumftances occur to my knowledge, which make me 
much fufpeft the real payment of the funis brought to the 
Nabob's credit for the laft year's balance. It may not, 
however, be amifs to talk with the miniiler on this fub- 
je£t, to let him know that it is well under flood to be a 
demand for fubftituting his authority in the place of the 
Company's, and to invert him with the fovereignty of 
the Nabob Vizier's dominions; — to afk him, whether in 
fuch cafe he ihall expeft the Company's protection ? and 
if he does, by what claim of right i And whether, in the 
event of his involving our government in*a new fcene of 
hoftilities, by thofe which his mal-adminiftration may 
produce, whether internally, or by invafion in that coun- < 
try, he (hall think himfelf in juftice exempt from the per- 
fonal vengeance which we may be difpofed to exa& from 
him ?■ — At all events the proportion muft be difcou raged 
till a fafer feafon for its acceptance; but the abfolute 
rejection of it eluded with the Nabob, if he fliall hittfelf 
renew it. 

16th. For the reft I refer you to my tnftruclions to 
Mr. Midtileton, to which, in every point not revoked or 
qualified by thefe inftruclions, I muft require your moft 
attentive and literal obedience, ' , 

17th. \ 
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17th. I do juftice to my fenfe of your character, in 
declaring my entire reliance on your prudence and inte- 
grity, and to thefe I truft for your deviation from any 
part of thefe inductions at your difcretion, in any, in- 
stance which fhalt appear to you neceffarily to require it ; 
and inftantly inform me, or the Board, according to the 
degree of its importance, that you have acted in fuca 
manner, with your reafons for it. 

Fort William, Sir, 

23d October 1782. Your moft obedient, 

Humble fervant, 
A true Copy. (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
E. Hay, 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Department. 



Coitfultatitm, isjth September 1783. 

THE Govern or- general delivers in the following mi- 
nute, containing his obfervaiions on Mr. Briftow's letter 
and defence : 

It is with great regret that he offers a compofition of 
fiich unufiial length for a place in the confultations. It 
was written with a ftronger regret, operating as a difcou- 
ragement on his mind, and no lefs mortification, from 
the reflection of the incongruity of fuch a drudgery with 
the cares and functions which ought to be the occupa- 
tion of the perfon filling up a ftation fo important as that 
which be holds, had he the power of attending to the 
firft, or difcharging the latter. He folemnly declares, that 
the powers of this government are not in his hands, nor 
exerciJed by the principles which he profeffes, Difarmed 
of the means of ■averting, by an inftant and decided act 
of authority, the evils which he has long fince feen im- 
pending on the Britifh character and interefts, he has 
devoted himfeif to the labour of difplaying. them for the 
view of higher authorities, on whofe wifdom and juftice 
he fecuredly depends for their due retribution, if this re- 
prefentation fhall arrive too late to produce the remedy 
which he hopes to derive from it — The ruin of a great 
dominion, the open violation of juftice and public faith, 
, the contempt, reflected on this government from its re- 
prefentation, and reproach from the acts done under its 
authority, merited at leaft the labour of a few days for 
the production of the only resource which remained for 
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(heir removal, even from the firft and executive member 
of the conftitution, if they have not interfered with mors 
urgent calls of his duty.-— To him it has been the fa- 
CTifice of a length of time which he reviews with pain. 
— He forefees the conferences to which it may lead, in 
the long interval which mult precede its effects, but is 
prepared to meet them ; and whatever may happen of the 
events which he dreads in the train of affairs now fuh. 
fifting, he fhall at leaft receive this confolation under 
them, that he ufed his utmoft exertions to prevent them, 
and that in the annals of the nations of. India which have, 
been fubjected to the Britifh dominion, he fhall not be 
numbered among their oppreffors. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 

Governor General. 

It would have been unjuft to have prefcribed to Mr, 
Briftow, either the mode or bounds of his defence. I 
fhall affume the fame privilege in my examination of it, 
and by throwing slide all the extraneous fubjects, rea- 
fonings of difficult or unimportant application, profef- 
ftpns of integrity, and founding declamation, which make 
u.p the bulk of the compofuion, endeavour to comprize 
all that is etfential of the general fubjeft in the following 
. remarks. 

On the lift 'of April I laid before the Board two let- 
ters from the Nabob Vizier, and three from his minifter 
Hyder Beg (.'awn, all filled with various complaints of 
the conduct of Mr. Briftow, the Refident of this govern- 
ment at the court of the Nabob Vizier ; as the oonftitu* ( 
tional channel of all political correfpondence I had no 
Option, had I been fo inclined, to fupprefs them.— They 
were as much the concern of the other members of the 
Board as my own ; but as they perfonaUy regarded an in- 
dividual highly pattonized, and then recently withdrawn 
from that dependance on my own authority, with which 
I had endeavouied to accommodate my fubmiflion to the 
orders of the court of Directors in his appointment to 
the ftation which he held, I forefaw at once all the dif- 
ficulties of the part which I had to act, both with re- 
fpeft to my immediate colleagues in office, and my fupe- 
riors at home.— -Under this impreflion I imparted the 
fubje£t with much delicacy to the other members of the 
Board, but thought I faw in its reception a temper that 
boded little eafe to my feelings in the profecution of the 
charges, or juflice in the termination of it.-rThe gentle- 
men of the Board mull not be offended at this declara- 
tion ■, I mean not to allude to what palled when we were 
in private at the Hrft communication of the complaints, 

but; 
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but to the firft minutes which were delivered upon them 

on the 19th and 2id of the month following. 1 had 

fuffered all the intermediate delay, from a fear of irrita- 
tion ; and on the iqth of May 1 fimply moved that the 
charges fhould be tranfmitted to Mr. Briftow, with or- 
ders to revoke all appointments made by him under the 
government' of Nabob Vizier, and not appertaining to 
the duties and rights of his office. 

On this queftion the members of the Board entered 
their Separate opinions, agreeing to tranfmit the charges 
for Mr. Briftow's defence; but objecting to any other 
confequent a£t until he fhould have replied lo them, as 
it appeared that he had not exceeded his inftru&ions, 
and that the complaints were founded on interested mo- 
tives. — Mr. Macpherfon added to his opinion a propofal, 
that the fitnilar charges fhould be drawn againft MefTrs. 
Middle tpn and Johnfon, on which the Board had been 
partly induced to remove thofe gentlemen from the truft 
fince committed to Mr. Briftow ; and Mr. Stables, with 
a decifion which feemed to preclude the necefHty of anjr 
enquiry whatever, delivered it as his opinion, that, " in 
** juftice and candour to the Nabob Vizier and his mi- 
*' nifter, the Board ought explicitly to declare, that they 
" could not on any account comply with the Vizier's 
" requeft, to grant him difcretional powers over his 
'* country, whilft fuch heavy debts remained due to the 
*' Company."*— I was filent, and the debate briefly doled 
without any refolutioa following it. 

On the 22d of May I laid before the Board another 
letter from Hyder Beg Cawn, with narratives of conver- 
sations held between him and Mr. Briftow. I recapitu- 
lated what had pafTed with relation to the former papers, 
remarked on the minutes of the preceding council, and 
renewed the fame queftion, which bad been left undeter- 
mined. The other members entered their opinions, which 
amounted to a refolution, formally pafTed, to fend to Mr. 
Briftow the charges, but not to revoke the appointments 
which he bad made.— I protested ; declared the instruc- 
tions to be annulled which I had given to Mr. Briftow, 
and which had been pronounced a valid authority for 
his acts ; requiring the other members to form other 
rules for his conduct more confonant to their own prin- 
ciples. ■ 

- In the mean time Mr. Briftow having intimation of 
the firft complaints againft him, which had been laid be- 
fore the Board on the 21ft of April, addrefled a letter to 
the Board, dated the 13th of May, and filled with gene- 
ral complaints againft Hyder Beg CaWn, and a fpecific 
charge of having impeded his endeavours to eftablifh a 
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new plan, which be had formed for- the administration 
of juftice for the city of Luclcnow and the dominions of 
Oude. This letter was received on the 29th of May, 
fcut the Board properly agreed to fufpend the confidera- 
tion of it till the receipt of his reply to the charges 
which had been preferred againit him, and thefe were 
accordingly tranfmjtted to him in a letter of that date, 
which was more than fire weeks after their firft deli- 
very. 

I {hall detain the narrative in this place but to make 
One brief obfervation of the difference of Mr. Macpher- 
fon's behaviour on this, from that which he dewed on a 
former occafion, not very diffimilar : — When Mr. John- 
fon, acting in the place of Mr. Middleton, was accufed 
of having appointed Aumils or collectors over the lands 
afitgncd »y the Nabob Viaier for the payment of the 
Company's balance and growing debt, and of having af- 
fumed other acts of authority which appertained folely to 
the regular administration of the Nabob Vixier, I moved 
the Board to order his immediate recall, deeming it im- 
proper to expofe a whole province to diforder, and the 
credit of the Englifh name to imputation, through a 
principle of delicacy to an individual, who might have 
time and freedom allowed for his defence, and, if inno- 



cent, might be both effectually acquitted by an act paned 
at any remote period of time, and receive full compenfa- 
tion by appointment to an equal or higher poft of Credit. 



I well remember with what promptness thefe fentiinenta 
were adopted by Mr. Macpherfon. My motion was de- 
livered on the 7th of September, in a written menage ts 
the Board, dictated from my bed, to which I was con- 
fined by a fevere indifpofition. It paned unanimously on 
tbe fame day, with orders corresponding, to Mr. Middle- 
ton the Reiident, announcing Mr. Jofanfon's recall ; to 
Mr. Johnfon, requiring his departure within 48 hours, 
on pain of arreit ; and to Colonel Morgan, the command- 
ing officer at Cawnpoor, commanding him to fend Mr. 
Johnfon a prifoner to Calcutta, if he exceeded the time 
prefer! bed. Little more ceremony was obferved towards 
Mr. Middleton, whole imputed mifconduct was thecaufe 
of his removal, though a fcruoulous attention to the or- 
ders of the court of Directors Vat; the ground of Mr. 
* Briftow's appointment to fucceed him. 1 hefe were offi- 
cers of my own nomination, and how favoured andfup- 
ported by me, while their conduct appeared to merit it, 
the world well knows. When I faw caufe to change my 
opinion of them, and thought their continuance in office 
of a pernicious tendency to the Company's interefls, I 
moved, and Mr. Macpherfon gave his moft hearty and 
unqualified 
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unqualified voice, For their difiriiffion, without allowing 
them an hour of grace for defence, or even for a reply. 
But when Mr, Brittow ftood charged with the fame acts, 
and other accumulated offences, Mr. Macpherfon, the 
patron of Mr. Briftow, recommended that, on a princi- 
ple of common juftice, he fhould be heard on his de- 
fence 1 difcredited the authority of the minifter, which 
had divulged them ; and intimated, I am fure not on * 
principle of common Juftice, that, during the procefs of 
the enquiry, Mr. Briftow's authority ihould be rendered, 
effectual, that isabfolute, and the minister's of courfe an- 
nihilated { yet the minifter's was the fame authority, and 
the chief, if not only authority, on which Mr. Johnfon 
was removed, though that of the Nabob Vizier is added 
to the accufation of Mr. Briftow, and both his oath and 
his minifter's tendered in fupport of them. . 

That I may not be charged with a mifconftrudion of , 
Mr. Macpaerfon's words* 1 will fubjoin them, in the fol- 
lowing extract of his minute : 

" It is my opinion, upon a principle of common juf- 
" tice, as well as from a regard to the Company's regu- 
" la t ions, that copies of the Vizier's letters, and of tbofe 
*' of Hyder Beg Cawn, containing complaints again* 
" Mr. Briftow, ihould be immediately fen t to him for hit 
** information, and to prepare his defence againft the 
** complaints."———*' And as the Refident is now un- 
" der heavy accufations, probably for a neceffary exercife 
*' of that power (the power of checking the influence of 
" the minifter) fo it is evident that our government will 
™ ftand in fufpen.ee, if it is not rendered * effectual at 
** the court of Owde, during thefe contentions between 
" the acting minifter and our Reftdent." 
. Oh the 23d of June the Board received a letter from 
Mr. Briftow, dated the 13th, and acknowledged the re* 
ceipt of the Board's orders of the 29th, with a promife 
of a fpeedy reply, and a declamatory recrimination of 
Hyder Beg Cawn. 

* I find, on comparing this extrafi with tht original minute, 
that the word effectual has been erroneoufty written for in- 
effectual, which is tht term vied in the latter. As my obftr- 
vatiun applied immediately te the word effectual, / cannot now 
<hamge it, and this note wilt fuffice to do jujlice to.the text; nor 
will it affcEl the fidelity of my obfervation, the meaning of both 
words being conftrutiively the Jome ; for Mr. Briftow bad 
required the removal of Hyder Beg Cawn, on the pita that he 
•Jbtuld be unable U difehargt the duties of hiijlatitn effectually 
without ft, and Mr. Macphtr&n's repetition of the plea is an 
mplkatien of the fame ioneluftan, or UJlandsfor nstbing. 

The 
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' The promife contained in this letter remaining unper- 
formed on the 04th of July, I complained to the Board 
of this difrefpect (hewn to their authority ; and, on the 
next council-day following, which Was the 28th, I moved, 
*' That Mr. Briftow, fot difrefpeet to the Board, and 
" difobedience of the orders written to him by the Board; 
*' on the 49th of May, and acknowledged, by him on the 
** 13th of June, in having to that time avoided or ne- 
" glected to reply to the fame, fliould be removed and 
" recalled from his ftation and office at Lucknow." 

I alfo moved, " That as the Nabob of Owd, in his 
* letter received on the 7th of April iaft» ahd laid before 
•* the Board on the 21ft of the fame month, had deured 
•* that Meffrs. Briftow and Cowper, the actual Refident 
" and deputy appointed for the tranfaction of the Com"- 
" pany's affairs at his court, might be recalled front 
" thence, and that he might be allowed the exercife of 
*' difcretional power for the management of his country, 
•' and the payment of the Company's money or debt ; 
** and had engaged, that on thefe conditions he fhould 
■* pay the full amount of whatever fliould be due to the 
" Company, both of the pad and growing debt, in fucfi 
" manner as the Board fliould prefcribe ; that the office of 
** Refident at the court of the Nabob of Owd, with 'that 
" of the deputy and other fubordinate parts of the fame 
" eltablifliment, excepting the office of Accomptant, 
*' fhould be diffblved, and the Nabob of Owd, and his 
** minifter Hyder Beg Cawn, made jointly refponfible, 
** according to the terms of their letters, as fet forth irt 
" the extract's fubjoined to my minute, for the payment 
*' of the fums due to the Company for the prefent and 
** enfuing^ear Fuffulee, ending in September 1784." ' 

Mr. Macpherfon being prevented by Jicknefs from at- 
tending at the Board, it was propofed, and I yielded, to 
defer the deciuon of my queftion to the next meeting. 

It rnuft be remarked that, on the- 7th of July, the 
Board received a letter from Mr. Briftow dated the 23d 
June, mentioning that he had been lick:, and confined to 
his bed fince the 20th of the fame month ; and this was 
pleaded as an excufe for his not having yet replied to the 
Board's commands of the 29th of May ! and on. the 28th 
of July the Secretary informed the Board that he had re* 
ceived another letter from him, dated the 16th, repeating 
the fame excufe, with a promife that his reply fliould fol- 
low on the morrow, or next day at furtheft. 

On the 31ft July the Board being fully ailembled, 
palled a decided negative oh my queftion, in both the 
terms of it. I was a little furprifed to find fomething 
like aii accufation brought againti myfelf by Mr, Whejer, 
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irt an obferration made by him in a minute produced at 
the Board, fitting, " that it was improper to Ibtft the 
" ground of the original charges to drfrefpedr. ;" adding* 
that " this was of all others the moft improper time to 
•* leare the Nabob and the Company to the mercy of his 
** minifters." 

I think' the remark uncandid* Nine weeks bad now 
patted fince the Board had tranfmitted to Mr. Briftow a 
feries oF accufationi amounting to the general charge of 
his having ufurped the fbvereigii authority of the Subah- 
lhip of Owd, and required his anfwer to them. — Under 
a pretext of a few days of ficknefs he had evaded the re. 
' ply, and it yet remained a doubt whether he meant to 
make one. From the rumours which had arifen in the 
intermediate time, of approaching changes in this govern- 
ment, and the advantage which Mr. Briftow was laid in 
bis imputed conversations with Hyder Beg Cawn to have 
made of them, I did believe, and do believe, that his 
object in the delay was principally to allow time for the 
rumours, if true, to be verified by their effect., and the 
enquiry, or the feverity of it at leaft, precluded by* my 
removal from the government ; though it might ferve for 
another purpefe, which I mall fpeak of hereafter. It is 
certain that a fumcieht time had palled for Mr. Briftow to 
have made his defence* and for the Beard to have received 
it, had his ficknefs been fuch as he reprefented it. In the 
mean time he retained the powers which he had ufurped j 
the credit of bis influence was cftablifbed, to the difcou- 
ragement both of opposition* and of any evidence which 
might have been -produced agatnjt hjm; he was in pof- 
feffion of the privilege which forbids that a man acculed 
(hall be convicted unheard, with powerful advocates to 
maintain it ; far even in the debates of this day* it was 
afferted in his favour, and on the ftrength of it he might 
maintain his ground unmolefted to any indefinite period. 
I have understood it to be in many cafes a, maxim of law, 
that if a man acculed before a, tribunal competent for his 
trial fltall refufe to plead to the accufation, his refufal 
fhall be afliimcd to be equivalent to conviction : it is cer- 
tainly contumacy, and as fuch, applied to the occafion 
and confequencea of it, it merited both the punifhment 
of the offender, and-- that remedy for the public diforders 
attendant on it which the Board could apply; and theCs 
Were the united principles and objects of my queftion. 
'Was this a fbifting of the original charges f or when thefe 
were evaded, and the only alternative which remained 
was, either to let a criminal cic&pe with impunity, and 
deride the authority which had called on him for his 
■ Vol.. II. H . defence;, 
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defence'; or to proceed to judgment xgainft him*— was it 
not ftrictly regular in me to propofe tbe latter, and thus, 

Jy a decided act of government, to remove ' at once both 
be evil and its author r. 

Mr. Macpherfon's objections to the queftion were, that 
he could not condemn Mr. Briftow unconvicted ; that 
Mr. Briftow had' been Gck, and might have had other 
reafons for the delay ; that he could not content to the 
abolition of the residency, and " leaving to the Vizier 
" and his minifter the powers which they required," — 
without full fecurity for the Company's interefts, and the 
peace " of our frontiers ;" adding a fuggeftion, which I 
do not well comprehend, relating to the re-eftablifhment 
of "tbe French in India. - 

I (ball only, take notice of that part of his minute Which 
relates to Mr. Briftow's plea of ficknefs.— 1 am impelled 
by a fenfe of duty, fuperior to the cordtderation of per- 
fonal tendernefs, to declare, that tbe plea, even in the 
terms of it, is inadmiffible, and that I believe, it to be 
almoft wholly without foundation. Mr. Briftow acknow- 
ledged the receipt of the charges in a letter dated the 1 3th 
of June.— On the 13d of June he wrote to the Board, 
that he had been lick, and confined to his bed fince the 
20th, that is little more than two days ; and on tbe 16th 
of July he wrote to the fecretary, that his indifpofition 
had. prevented him. — Surely his indifpofition was not fa 
violent in all that long period, but that, with the acknow- 
' ledged benefit of one entire week of health, he might have 
found intervals of eafe to nniftt that part of his defence 
which required his perfonal labour ; for, abftracted from 
the copies of the original papers with which he has con- 
nected it, and which were the work of his official affiftants, 
bis defence alone- might, in the judgment of any unbiased 
reader, be rated as the composition of a very few days. — 
The expreffion of Mr. Briftow's letter to the fecretary 
does not convey the idea of fevere ficknefs ; . and I am glad 
of it, becaofe I am morally certain that his licknefs, what- 
ever it waS) was not of liicb a kind. as to ierwe for the 
excufe to which he has -applied it. 1, will. give. my. mfon 
for this concluuon: — when Mr. Briftow's laft plea ar- 
rived," I aflttd Rajah Gobind Ram, .the Vakeel of tbe 
Nabob Vizier, whether he had heard that Mr. Briftow.-w&f 
very ill ? He anfwered me with fuch an air and tone of 
voice as ufuslly accompany the expreffion of common in- 
formation, that he had not} and.- that if .Mr. Briftow had 
been very ill, he fhould furely have known it-^-As rny 
reply feemed to. mark a doubt of hisjbeing truly informed, 
he brought me, I believe the. ne*t daj% .an extract of a 
letter from his correfponrJeru at Lucknow, which ad si fed 

him 
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him of a flight diforder with which.Mj. BrijftftW appwed ' 
to have been affefled in February .or M||Kfe;lftft.i infer- 
ring from thence, that if Mr, Brillpw had been feriqufly. 
ill at a later period, bis coirefpondent could, not have 
failed to inform him of it, which he had no* done. — Let 
not Rajah Gobind Ram be the object of difpleafiire to 
any one for the ufe which I have made, of b(8.,e««ien«e ;" 
for to this hour he knows not the purpofe. for which it- 
was exacted, nor has, I am certain, a fulpiciunj that in' 
a plain anfwer to an unimportant quefttfV),: he was fur*, 
nifliing an argument of perfonal confequence to .the gentle-; 
man to whom it related. 
...On the nth of AuguftMr. Briftwf's long^eapecfcid de~ , 
fence arrived, with a letter, dated the 30th of July. . 

It may not be unufeful, in this place, (9 recuc to the 
documents which contain the charges- agaiijfl him : thefe 
will be found at large in the Nabob Vizier's letters, and 
in the letters and other papers of his minifter, Hyder Beg 
Cawn, which were entered in the confutations of the 
, aift'oi April, and 226 of May. Thofe of the Nai»b 
Vizier I (hail here enter at large, referring for the others- 
to the places in which tbey regularly iland, arid, to Mf.' 
Briitow's tranfeript of them, annexed to bisdefeoce. 

Prm the Nalob Vitxtr U the Govtrnar-girural, Litter the' 
. \Jl ; reieived the ^&tb March 1 783. 

Dfual introduction. ...-."• 

From the commencement of the friendibip between the 
late Nuvvaub and you, and the gentlemen of the Council, 
on this Tide there has been no deficiency. In con-1'equence. 
of the interchange of Turbans between you and the law 
Nuvvaub,, I look up to you as the brother of my father. 
My country and my dwelling are yours. I have on all. 
occasions ft died your pleafure, and the fatisfaction of the 
gentlemen of the Council ; you on your part have ftili 
afted with the duties of friendship and affection, and I 
feel and acknowledge the obligation. 

The difpofition and conduct of Mr. Britlow were for- 
merly known to you. You lately wrote to me, tbat har- , 
ving included him in the number of your chofen and felect . 
friends, you had fent him here; and Major Palmer,' 
agreeable to mftru&iohs from you, returned from Cawn- ' 
pore to Luckhow to advife and encourage me. This he 
did, recommending attention and regard to the inclination 
and fatisfafiion of Mr. Briftow. 

Mr. Briitow, at his firft interview, aflumed thedifguife 

of affability- and kindnefs. His firft prppofal was, that 

I fllould cntruft him with- the management of my houfe- 

H % hold ; 
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bold : if I would; lie faid, he would conduct the bufmefs 
of that department in fuch a manner as would give infi- 
nite fatisfittion.— I replied, that for the- intereft of the 
Company's Surcor he had full public powers, and that I 
approved of them from my heart, as the means of con- 
firming and ftrengthening the friendship between the 
Company and me, and that I would comply with every 
thing be might propofe for the benefit of the Company's 
Surcorj but that in my houfehold concerns there was not 
any thing of fueh importance as to render it neceflary to 
troublehim. 

In a few days he affirmed a line of conduct corref- 
pondent to bis difpofeion — lo attempt a particular and 
minute account of it would be in vain and fruitlefs. Not 
one' circumftante which could be productive of indignity, 
contempt, »r the annihilation of my authority, has be 
left unperformed. Shoccahs refpecting the regiments and 
other matters he has caufed to be written through Hyder 
, Beg Khan, without my knowledge ; he hat fent a Suzza- 
wm to Furf uckibad contrary to my inclinations ; and is 
preparing to 'tend Suzlawuls to other places. He has 
ftrictly forbid twy sniniftert from writing to you on the 
flate of things, declaring that if any prefumed'to write 
a (ingle circumftance of the transitions here to Calcutta, 
he would call him to s fevere account. He fent a menage 
to me directing me to appoint a tfeafurer and comptroller 
of his chufing i that the monies from the Mahalauts* 
affigjied for the expence of my houfehold eftabliihmcnts 
and domeftics-lliould be paid in to the above-mentioned 
treafurer-and comptroller, and kept in a feparatc houfe 
allotted to *h»t purpofe— that people fent by him Ihould 
be 1 Rationed there for its protection, and that what was ne- 
ceflary fhbuld be expended with his knowledge and under 
his direction. 

I replied, that every one throughout the whole empire, 
from the hfgheft to the loweft, had the direction of his 
own houfehold eftablifhraents and domcfUcs; and defired 
toknow whether he would deprive me of that authority 
aHb. He aiifwercd, that fuch were the orders of the gen- 
tlemen of the Council, and he would execute them. I 
reprefented to him, in the m'oft earneft and forcible terms, 
by menage, that this meafure would be of no benefit to 
him, but that it would cover me with indignity and dif- 
honour in the eyes of all mankind ; that it would be faid, 
the Nuvvaub Vizier was fo completely divefted of all 
power and authority, that by the appointment of a trea- 
surer and comptroller, he had no longer any command 
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nver his own boufehold eftafclifhment and. djJtnfcftic Ser- 
vants. This meflage hail no eft'eft : ha came to vifit me, 
and afked why I entertained apprehension*. 'from the ap- 
pointment of a treafurer and comptroller \ that iepropofed 
it with a view to the regulation of my -affairs : (he had 
fuiii, at fir ft, that neither he nor Hyder Beg flwuld have 
any concern in the appointments Qf .dm treafurer and 
comptroller, but that I fhould appoint wbosn I thought 
proper) I replied, that the appointment* of treafurer and 
comptroller of my houfehohi would be .» d ifgrace to me : 
after that be propofed, that I ntyfelf fitauld take upon 
me the management of all my affairs, and that the mini- 
fters fltould be difmiffed. At I knew that this propofal 
for the diimilTion of the ministers was made with a fecret 
view to the full eiiabliihment of his owp authority, in 
order to found his intentions I ohferved, tbjrt in Ate timet 
of Moktaur ul Dowlah fimilar coaverfatjew had. pafled 
between us, and that when I wanted to .do it be himfeif 
protected him. He replied, that I might aejW do what I 
thought proper with refpect to the miniiters, that he would 
give it under his hand and tea], that they &o_uld not re- 
ceive protection either from him or from ;tbe gentlemen 
of the Council. 1 fa id, that the minivers had, hitherto, 
committed no crime worthy of difraiulpn u hut that I 
wiflicd he would give up the intended appointments of 
Comptroller and treafurer. . Be replied, ; tb«:he had Ofdcrf 
to that purport, and that it was not in his power.. Here 
the conyerfation ended,.. . ■, ■. ; -: v-., .. 

Again he repeated.. hi* otcflage-for the appointment «f 
the treafurer and comptroller j- .1 fa.id, in anfwer, that the. 
Jagheers of my parents, my relations, :rny. feiends, and 
my officers, were all fequqftered, that they twd nomcana 
of fubfiftence, and that it was- my with to admit, them all 
to a participation in the little whh:h remained to me, but 
that he would not permit even tha.tj that be, threw a cord 
about ray neck to prevent my eating my mc-rfcl in .eafe • 
and comfort} that the miferies of my. friends,, relations, 
and Jagheerdara, filled rne with the deepeft diftrcJi ; to 
that he added thefe dikjuietudes ;■ and I in created him fo* 
God's fake to leave me at reft. 

He again vifited me in porfon, faying, :" I. defire yott 
'* to appoint a treafurer and comptroller, your Highneft 
" refutes to acquiefed To-day I tell you> plainly, that 
" my orders are" peremptory j that whether you may be 
" pleafed or difpleafcd, I will at all events appoint a 
** comptroller and a treafurer, will call in the money 
'.' fiom the Jauidauds*, and will iflue it under my own 

* Littraily JJfeU, Ishtn moat pj/tgnmtntt. 
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** authority, for the expences of your houfehold,," I re- 
','- plfedy "-"Whatever you may prcpofe for the benefit of 
"the Company's Surcar, I am ready to acquiefce; but 
** to, an aTrsngfirneht of my houfehold, fodi (graceful and 
*' pernicious, 1 alfo will' never agree: I will not confent 
** to be -deprived ■ of my proper authority, an* Co receive 
*' from- your- hand the fubfiftence for my demeftic fer- 
*' vants,! and- the animals of my houfehold."— "If your 
ii orders ape peremptory, give to me a copy of the orders 
V of the gentlitsen of' the Council — my feal is forth- 
M comings 1'wiu lend it -to you, and you may do by 
" violence! Whatever you may "think proper.— I will Quit 
" up tbe-dao« of my houfe— there I will fit, and. fe- 
**- elude myfe-lf from all -fociety." He replied, it was 
well— "he 1 would give me a written copy of the orders 
from -the ^geWtienwm of the Council, I might fend my 
feal i .hewoattatall events execute the meafure. — He then 
rofe, and 'retired. ■■■ 

. For two Stys repeatedly I fent my feal to him by the 
Mewl avee> (hat %e might do whatever be thought proper; 
and then he (aid,- that if I would not affix my feal volunta- 
rily, r»y feal w*a9unneceffary : he would fend letters under 
J»is own fialj and would himfelf appoint a treafuier ; to 
»vhk;h I' returned' no anfwer. • 'Accordingly the Tu nhaw 
monies which time in he delivered to Mr. Cowper, and 
Mr. Cowper appointed * man named Decbait to the office 
Df.tieataiof^, ■•-:■■ - - - ■" ' Ji '■- ■ ( 

Whatever he chufes to have written- to any onej he 
ettufet drafts-. of the Sho65lh»*b be 1 made out by his own 
Moaofhee, and- fends -Aierri 1 ey°"Snrileh Shuffirr Ullab. 
Sheikh- Sh»ffe^DltahVKhY(ffc.iigir;eaurn them to be 
written by IW fclOoilflwfe ^'flnffttaVihg caufed my lea) alfo 
ttr be. affi»te**o ''th'eiri", "carrWs 7 fhenraway. Hence' you 
- antdy fornP* ^adgfflWt w (Se-^eJfteiW'of ■ my authority^ and 
«f«hM«f(H*ymiirffters/ >- n-'« , '- ! ■'■- ' 
j .iie-brougw fe-flvaj* aftdCftuVJeo' into" execution a re- 
duction- ot^&e^ttdpps, 4md ; that' too without confulting 
Blexwma»>a:osyfHnon:Sfl'HftrtHdar*.- He threatens my 
lnmifters,"WHlng ihsni te-i€i %f'Hc directs, 'btherwife he 
will caufe them to be turned-out of their offices. The 
minifters, ihnueoceil byithe 1 te>rors of this menace, obey 
him ; and 'this; be conftruea^into the management of affairs 
with the advice-ami approbation of the minifters' of my 
fiurcor, .,;.<,.,. 

The, whole oity t ami many of the gentlemen here, are 
acquainted witb the indignities I fuffer. ' My fituation, 
my friend, although 1 am- every way devoted to your 

* She bead tf em office. 

i '' ' pleafure. 

Google '* 



fytvirrbtttl trChargi* IV.WjCVfi 123 

ptatfure, is wretched beyond meafure. My friend* and 
my relations, the'Jagheerdars, and the officers of my go- 
vernment, are ftarving. By enquiry inform yourfclf of 
the actual fituafions of thefe people. Such is my own 
condition, that Mr. Briftew throttles me, as it Were,, ia 
order to force the morfel from my mouth.. 

! am made wretched to extreme by this conduit of Mr, 
Briftow. If you will give me leave, and write to me to that 
purport, I will come to you. Allow me not to be ren- 
dered contemptible in this country, where we have lived 
for three generations in honour and profperity. I will 
come to you, and I will make no complaints; either do 
this, or deliver me from the hand of this man. I am de- 
voted to your pleafure : I will not object to any thing. 
Whatever you may direct, agreeably to that I will act. 
If you are felicitous to promote my profperity, confer 
upon me difcretional potter over my country, and for the 
payment of the monies to the Company. By heaping 
thefe miferies and indignities upon me, Mr. Briftow has 
engaged' for the payment of certain Aims. After obtain- 
ing a perfect knowledge- of my fituation, whatever may 
be the mode on which you flail determine, be pleafed to 
inform me thereof, and I will caufe'the monies to be paid 
to you through the hands ofr my minifters. If any de- 
ficiency or default- of payment (hall arife,' do, on.the in- 
ftant, whatever 'you fliall think proper. ■ In freeing' me 
from thefe indignities, you will procure a lifting reputa- 
tion to yourfelf, ' .... 

Concludes « fcfuali ' " 

P. S. Inihe'N»vvaub Visiej'«,o*AhaDd.. 

.., My diftrefles^. my frjend, exceed,,all bounds. This, is 
the .time for kindnefs and generous affection. , I entreat 
that I may cither obtain my requeft, or that you will call 

m^toyou, 

Trm the Nabob Vizier it the 'Govtrtm^gihtraU Stand Litter; 
t " Received the -jtb April 1783. 

Ufual-introdu'clion-; 

I have already informed you fully of the persecutions 
and' indignities I have 1 fuffercd from the hands of Mr. 
Briftow. The contumely and deprivation of authority 
which I experience at his hands, are redoubled daily, f 
grti every way difpofed to fulfil your pleafure. The pay- 
ment of- the Company's demands I confider as an object 
fuperior to all others, and wiflj to difenarge them in pre- 
ference to every other- appropriation. 

H 4 X entreat 
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' I entreat you, by enquiry to tnaTcc-ybnrfcaf acwu faf t 
with the conduft of Mr. BrrftW. Tha metfort* on 
which he has determined, and which be tit carrying into 
execution, cannot, 1 am certain, corfcfpond wit* -yowr 
ftntiments and intention* towards me, or with theft of 
the gentlemen of the Council. 

He declares that the government of this coantry-is bis 
by right, for that he has brought orders Or authority front 
Europe ; that he will take the entire management of it 
into his own hands, and with his own hand give what it 
to b« given, ft is his intention to reduce me to the ftate 
of a fcrvant dependant upon him. I am opprcflcd to the 

laft extremity* and my life is become a burthen tome. 

I am ready and willing to pay the Company** monies. 
I entreat, as a favour,' that you will recall Mr. Bnflow 
and Mr. Cowper, and permit nc the exercife of difcre- 
tional power for the management of my country, and the 
payment of the Company's monies, I will caufe pay- 
ment of thofis [ponies to be made through the hands of 
rny.minifters, >n the manner hereafter mentioned ; '.''., 

That is to fay, WhereaB Mr. Briftow has declined, 
taking bills from the f Mahajcns, for the balance of 
Teep*\. for 26 lacks given -by them ; and has taken 'the 
Jacodauds alfened tothofe Mahajens into his own. hands, 
and. declared mat he bimfelf will -cc41e& the amount, and' 
remit it to the Company's treafury j the, truth of which 
you may afcertrfin! from the Mahajcns, who 'have given 
Tceps, and' who declare them (elves ready to grant bills 
for the lkme,if -put *si poffcflio* of tbe.Jaeedaufis origi- 
nally afligned to, them, When Your orders, eftablifliing 
my authority 'for the management' of my country, and the 
payment of the monies, -mall arrive;' and Mr. Briftow' 
and Mr. Cowper be recalled t/onrhenee, I will procure 
bills to be granted by tbofe Mahajeeris, to the amount of, 
the balance of the Teeps, and tranfmit them to you ;'and 
whatever funis may remain due on the bills for 26 lacks, 
granted by Gopaul Dofs DjShoo, 'from whom Mr. Briftow 
has taken, by 'violence, my minifter's Tunjmuflbok *» 
and fubflituted his own in the place thereof, I will fake- 
back Mr. Briflow's Tummufibok from the Gomaftahs of 
the afore-mentioned Sanoo, and caufe it to fee" returned; 
to, Mr. Briftow ; and for what flull remain, due to the 
fjid Sah,oo, I wilt caufe fuch good and fubfta'ntial fc- 
ccrittesto be given to his (aid Gomaftabt on the fpot, that 
no caufe for fufpicion of doubt thall remain 5 and with' 
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ptop&ta the j>rc(ent year Fuflely* 1103, and the Jaee- 
daudsy>r't&,e Company's money Tetdedand received by 
Mr. Briftow, and for die amount of which he has taken 
Tummuflooks from the Au'mils of the faid Jaeedauds, let 
him be directed, to deliver up the Tummu#ooks of the 
faid Aumils to me," and whatever ' fums, may remain, due: 
from the laid Jaeedauds, and payable by the faid Aumils, 
the fame toll be remitted to you in bills, kift by 'fciiL: 
|y my minifters} and whatever fums you fliall direct 
to be paid, here' from the amount thereof, for the u,fe of, 
the. Company'* troops the fame fhall' be paid here 
montHlT) to the commanding officer of the troops. 

And ftw the enduing year'Fuflutee Viai, whatever plan, 
<jr mode you fhs.lt pleafe to dictate and' determine, that 
Alan or mode, 0/1 your 'informing me thereof, fliall be je- 
ceived, and frVi&ly followed. I will not ob}f& to or he- 
jftajte to fulfil your pleafure'm any refpeft whatever,. If 
you will pieafe,.:ag a mark of your friendfliip, 'to recall 
Mr. Briftow.and Mr. Cbwper, and confer o». me difcre- 
rjonal authority for the management of, ray country, and 
for the payment of the Company's monies, withj <j*„od's 
affiftaifte, 1 will, caufe thofe monies to be furriiraed and, 
wmitted by my minifters.' Agreeably to what I have . 
written,,, if any defect or deficiency fliall happen, you. 
will, en the iuilant, take whatever rneafures 1 you fhall 
think proper. , '"■■■-■ . , 

Concludes as ufuaL . 

Jn the Nawaub Vizier's. own hand. 
I hope my friend, from your krndnefs, that I fhsli be 
delivered, from theft diftrefles, and obtain my requeft. 

The allegations of the preceding letters, and of thofe 
of the Hfiniftor, Hyder Beg Cawn, in which they are 
more fully .detailed, if reduced to diftinct and formal 
Charges, will ftand as' follow*. ■ 

1 ft. That Mr. Bftfbsw had (flunwd an abfolute .power 
in the adminiftuation of the affairs of the Nabob Vizier, 
appropriating, or endeavouring to appropriate,, to him- 
felf all the offices of government ; taking all the publia 
accounts under his own charge ; difmiifing and appoint- 
ing the Aumils or officers of the collections j receiving 
and ifluing the public money of the Nuvvaub'i ftate; 
and performing other acts appertaining folely to the fove- 
tfslgMy of the Nabob Vizier, or to the authority dele- 

* Tht Pujfukt ytar begins 0* tht itfb a/ SepUmber'. 
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gated by him, fome without the knowledge, and fomtf 
againft the confenr, of the Nabob Vizier. 

2d. That tie had aflumed the infpedtion and controut 
of the Nabob's private expences and domeftic arrange- 
ments, not only without his confent, but againft his en- 
treaties and vehement proteftaticns. 

3d. That he had demanded and attempted, by threats 
of diftniffion from office, to extort from the minifter, 
Hyder Beg Cawn, a contribution of 25 lacks of rupees 
from, his private forturte.- 

4th. That he bad compelled the minifter to write and 
iffiie Shookas, or mandates, under the Nabob. Vizier's 
priyy feal, without the knowledge of the Nabob Vizier. 

5th. That he had treated the Nabob Vizier with •per- 
fonal indignity and infurf., vifu'mg him for the declared 

{inrpofe of making declarations to the Nabob of his re- 
blution to alTume the controul of his attrrfiniftratien, and 
ofing harfb. and unbecoming language hvhts pretence j 
anil treating, in conversation with the minifter,- the N*» 
bob Vizier's remonftrances and fears with derifion, call- 
ing them tricks and artifices. 

6tH. That he had forcibry affemMed the Nabob Vi- 
zier's Mutteleddies, or offjeia! fef vannr, r at his own 
hoqfei' detaining them there eight days, and compelling 
them to prepare .rhufter-rolls of the- Nabob's Mutayena, 
or militia forces ; that he had afterwards difbanded 4,000 
horfe and 7,000 foot of the faid troops, declaring his in- 
tention of raifing Sepoys for theNabpb's ferviee in their 
room : and' that there ads and declarations were made 
srithout ithe authority'. of Lthe Nabob Viaier either ob- 
tained c? folicited. , - ' - . :. . 

7th. That he had appointed a trooper, named Maho- 
med Beg, a Sazawcl or comptroller of Ferrudkabad, in 
•tireft opposition to the ..'Nabob's .Tiprefenutions, and 
compelled the. minifter to.iffuc tbe.&hooka, or Viziw's 
mandate, for the appointment. ■■■,..■- t. ' 

8th. That, cxclufiye of the revenues affigned for the 
debt "of %hc Company, Mr- Briftow had prohibited- the 
difpofal Of the remainder, thereby precluding the pen- 
sioners; jagheerdars, officers, troops, and' for v ants of the 
Nabob Vizier from the means of fubliftence, to the dif- 
grace pf the Nabob Vizter, and the danger of- his" ftfttai 

gth. That for all the preceding and- other afls, per- 
formed or attempted' by Mr. Briftow* he had affirmed 

poHcflcd 

that he had written orders from myfelf, and front- the 

Governor-general and Council, * 

toth. That 
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10th. That on the demand made by the Nabob Vizier 
for a copy of Mr. Briftow's orders for aflltming the con- 
troul of his houfchold, be promifcd to deliver to the Na- 
bob the fame in writing, which promife he never per- 
formed i and that he had in 1 ike manner promifed to writs 
to the Governor- general the Nabob Vizier's objections to 
that interference, and requeft to be freed from the fame, 
which promife he never performed. 

nth. To there charges Mr. Briftow has himfelf ad- 
ded one more in his letter to the Board, dated the 13th 
of May, namely, that he had attempted to carry into 
execution a plan for the adminiftration of juftlce, and had' 
inverted Mr. Cowper with extraordinary and undefined 

Sowers for receiving complaints from the fubje&s of the 
labob Vizier, and fuperfcribing them with orders in the 
ft ile of mandates from the Nabob Vizier for the redrefa 
of the complainants. ' 

I pars over other charges which are either in themfelvet 
left culpable,' or fuch as may derive their criminality 
from the claims which I poflefs to Mr. Bri'ftow's refpect 

of my authority, or' to hi* perfonal gratitude The 

liberties which have been taken with my character by my 
former opponents in office, the contumelious terms which 

... ,-nM 
have been taken by the court of Directors in almoft all 

their letters written in a long, coawfe of years to this go- 
vernment, the wounds which- h*« been inflicted on my 
official influence, even by the fame men, the truftees' of 
the Company, and of the national intcrefta in India, and 
even in the moft defperate ft a to of their affairs, while they 
called on me for my particular exertions for their retrieval, 
will afford Mr. Briftow afandion in the opinion of many, 
for every declaration or artifice ufed by him, or imputed 
to him, which had the deflrucrjon of my influence or au- 
thority for its object. — —On thefe points I fhall let the 
original charges and Mr. Bnftow's defence ftand uncom- 
mented, and make their own imprefiion. 

I regret that the mode in which* the charges preferred 
againlt Mr. Briftow were tranfmitted to him, renders it 
difficult to follow the order in which I have arranged 
them, or any other, in the examination of his defence, 
—I could not prescribe a better mode, nor could I have 
propofed it without expofing myfelf to mifconft tuitions. 
1 — I muft therefore follow Mr. Briftow's defence, as he 
has applied it to the correfpondent parts of Hyder Beg 
Cawn's firft letter, which appears to me to comprize the 
foe whole of it.—Qflt thing I own A1rpri7.es me - % which 

is, 
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is, that though the 'Nabob Yisier, Jw been loud in hi* 
complaints, and is the only relative. fubject. of Mr. Btif- 
jow's guilt or innocence, in the immediate effe&s of the 
acts op which they depend, Mr-, Briftowpaflis them either 
wholly without reply, or with jenurk* which arc wholly 
foreign from bis own acquittal, and confines bimfelf 
with a ftud.icd adherence to (he- %ft letter of Hyder Beg 
Cawn. 

Perhaps it will be cxpefted, that I Should .firft take po- 
lice of Mr. Br i flow's letter which accompanios his de- 
fence.— Upna this I can fay hut little : when it was read. 
at the Board, I liftened to i< with more than common at- 
tention, expecting it to, contain the principal ground of 
nis juftifieatiorii and was a. little mortified, that in the 
firft pages of it I could catch nothing which I couid fub- 
ftanttaJTy apply either to h.is acquittal or cpndemnatiop j 
nothing that 1 could cither admit or refute ; but an, ele- 
gance of ftyle exceeding by infinite degrees the talents of 
^ttoftenfiblp writer j a characWiftic prudence and deli- 
cacy of expreffion, which, avoiding -the terms both of 
affirmation and denial, .gently touched on both,, and, left 
i\ich an impreffiun on my mind as, had I not wholly con- 
fined my attention to the expectation -of .information, 
would M«,diCumedmeof- the tnoft painful of ihefenta- 
tions which had been excited by what I already knew too 
w*ll of the general fubjeft..- i - ; ■ ■ "■!''•' 

To whomsoever Mr. Briftow ip indebted for this com- 
pofition, it it certainly sfljrfaisiown. — Combining the date 
of bis Tetter to the Board,' which befpoke the forbearance 
of his delays, with the length of time rcqi#£tc cot; hi* ori- 
ginal draft, 6r whatever materials were furniJhed fox the 
fubftance of the letter, to arrive in Calcutta; for the 
compofkion of the letter, or for its' cornelian t" and for. 
its tranfmiffion to Luck now, and final difpatch' to Cal- 
cutta, altogether comprehending the exact fpace of thirty- 
feven days j— I believe it co have been the work- (J mean 
either in the composition or corre&ioh)«f a very diftant 
hand.— I owe it in candour to the perfon on whom my 
conjectures have fixed it, to declare that J, attribute it to 
M r - Macpberfon. 

I (hall now examine Mr. Briftow's repttei to the firft 
letter of Hyder Beg Cawn, received the 18th March. 

Jn the firft paragraph he ufectbis exprctuon : M I have 
** unremittingly perferered in exerting my services for 
" the benefit of both Sircars." 

Profeffions of this kind are feldom taken literally ; but 
Mr. Briftow frizes it as ah ihftrament for discrediting 
Hyder Beg Cawn's evidence in all his aflenions, becaufe 
he fays, *' the articles of the treaty of Chunar arc with- 

« out 
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" out exception to this tout in the fame forwaidnefs, 
41 with rclpcft to their accomplishments^ as they were on 
** the 23d of September 1781, or on the day of the ra- 
**' ti neat ion."—! do not know what article of the treaty 

of Chunar- does remain unaccomplifhed. It is certain 

that the principal articles, which related to the refump- 
tion of the Tagheers, was'accotnpliihed ; for the Jagheers 
-were hot only refumed, but they are inferted in Mr. Brif- 
tow''S own accounts as making part of the lift year's af- 
iign merits, granted or taken for the difcha'rgc of the Com- 

E any's balance. — It is certain, therefore, that Mr. BriSrow 
as in this infonce hazarded an aQertion which his own 
evidence has refuted: yet I do not think. that even his 
own example would warrant his opponent in. calling it 
*' a declaration that carries falfehood in the face of it," 
in applying to it the terms of " the moll unblushing 
•* confidence,"— and, " an utter contempt of truth," or 
in affirming that " it is Sufficient to deftroj at once all 
*' opinion of his veracity." 

While Mr. Briftow yields to the ioipulfe of fo un~ 
guarded a malevolence, in arraigning the character of 
another, he ought at'leaft to be careful not to furniSb. 
weapons for wounding his own. I Should not have caft 
away a moment's attention on fo frivolous an argument, 
but that Mr. Briltow Teems to have reded upon it as the 
principal ground of his defence ; aficrting univexfally, on 
the Strength of it, his right to implicit belief, 00 the cre- 
dit of his own veracity, and the aflumed falfehood of 
Ryder Beg Cawn. 

£d Par?.;— In the fecond paragraph, Hyder Beg Cawn 
accounts for his pafi filcnce on the Subject of bis actual 
Complaints, by afcribing it to " tbe Strict injunctions of 
" Mr. Briftow, that no one Should pre fume to inform 
" this government of the ftate of affairs here," that is, 
atLucknow; — to this charge Mr. Briftow applies tbe ■ 
full force of the pofition eftablifhed in the preceding pa- 
ragraph. His words are fo remarkable, that any comment 
upon them would but weaken their imprcSfion :. I Shall 
therefore quote them at large.—" This, gentlemen, is 
" alfo an aucrtion without proof; I crave permission to 
*< oppofe it by a flat denial ; and in addition to what I 
•* have Said in the preceding article, I beg it may be re- 
" membererl, that I have never yet been convicted of 
" deliberate falfehood." 

With refpeft to the charge itfelf, it mult be admitted, 
that it is, if true, capable of pofitive proof, were there 
any power on the Spot competent to collect the evidence of 
it ; and that Hyder- Beg has not offered to produce any 
proof of it. But neither does it appear that it was "in- 
tended 
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tended as a criminal charge, but rather. as an excufe for 
forbearance ; nor that it was a flefign either of themini- 
ftcr, or of bis mailer, to convey in their letters more than . 
the representations of facts ■ the proofs in' this, as in 
every inftance of the like nature, were regularly to follow 
In the proceft of enquiry, instituted on tie reception ot 
the charges. Yet I can myfelf afford a preemptive proof 
in fupport of it, which is, that all intertourfe between 
the Court of Lucknow and myfelf had certainly ceafed 
fince Mr. Briftow's arrival, unlets it may be affirmed to 
have fubfilted in a very few letters of mere form, or in an 
application for Bramins to be feiit to the Nabob, whd 
were fkilled in the ait of innoculatirig. 1 can pofitively 
vouch for the effect, Whatever caufc may have produced 
it ; nor can I devife any other, unlefs it can be fuppofed 
that the Nabob and his minifter bad early concerted this 

Slan of referVe, for the purpofc of afcribihg it to Mr» 
iriftow ; .a fuppofition incoriliftent with itfelf, as it flaws 
an effect of refentment preceding the ground of injury ■ 

3d Para.— This paragraph confifts of profefllon- on one 
fide, and denial and invective On the other. They require 
no other comment. * 

4 th Para. — This claims a different notice. Hyder Beg 
Cawn accufe's Mr. Briflow, firft of an early declaration, 
of his intention to aflume the immediate and entire charge 
of the Nabob's admin titration, in moft of the terms com-, 
prehended in the tit article of the charges which I have 
prefixed to this examination; and, fecondly, of attempt- 
ing to extort from him 25 lacks of rupees of his own 
private property, which is the 3d article of my charges. 
To the firft point Mr. Briltow replies, that " it is a vague 
" and unfupported anertion, marked by its abfurdity, 
** contradicted by fact, and requiring no other refuta- 
" tion."— I mult differ in this concluuon : if the charge 
is contradicted by fact, it is capable' of refutation ; and 
the fact ought to have been produced with its evidence* 
to refute it. Plain alTertion and denial are not refuta- 
tion. 

On the 2d charge he dwells with a ftronger emphafij, 
affirming it to be an abfolute falfehood in terms, ftating 
the fact to which it relates in contradiction of it ; and 
concludes with a declamatory ahtithefis on the defeat of 
his antagonist, a commendation of his own moderation, 
and an expreffion of regret, that the public interests had 
fuffered by his too fcrupulous adherence to it. I Hull 
only examine the fact which he calls " a molt iimple 
" tranfaction." Hyder Beg Cawn's ftate.of the claim 
made an him by Mr. BriftoW, is expreffed in rhefe words : 
*' Therefore I muft give five -and- twenty lacks of rupees 
i" from 
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" from my own private property, to enable him to-pay 
41 the troops, houfehold eftabliftiment, and Jagheerdars." 
Mr. Briftow affirms it to be " abfolutely falfe," or, in 
other words, that he did not require of Hyder Beg .Cawn 
*' that he muft give five-arid- twenty lacks of rupees from 
" his own private property," Sec. " I propofed," fays 
he, "to the minifter, to affift government with a loan 
*■ from his own fortune, or upon his credit} obferving, 
" that it was incumbent on thofe who derived advantages 
" from their public ftation to prove their zeal for the 
" ftate, by uniformly exerting them Selves to relieve its 
'* diftrefles." — The palliating terms, / proofed, and u 
affijl government, will not change the quality of identity 
of the fait. A propofal to affiit with a loan, connected 
with a declaration that it was incumbent on him to yield 
to it, is a demand , and is exactly the fame in Substance, 
though differing, and but little, in expreffion, from Hy- 
der fieg's ftate of the fact, which Mr. Briftow affirms to 
be " abfolutely falfe." As to the qualifying offer, which 
Air. Briftow fays he made, employing his influence with 
the bankers to procure a fum equal to what it might be 
in his power to advance, I do not comprehend either tire 
generofuy or objeft of it. If Hyder Beg Cawn was able 
to advance the fum which the bankers were to be influ- 
enced to lend, there feems to be little occafion for the.ufe 
of any influence for futh a purpofe, Since there would be 
in that cafe no occafion for the loan ; and in whatever 
ferrie the offer was made, it was certainly meant that 
Hyder Beg was to make the advance. Therefore it is 
fully proved, that Mr. Briftow did require of Hyder Beg 
Cawn " that he muft give five-arid- twenty lacks of ru- 
•* pees from his own private property." Mr. Briftow ■ 
will not, I hope, avail himfelf of the diftinction which 
the forms of fpeech will afford him, between the terms 
of gift and loan, fince it is as notorious, from the ilate 
of the Nabob Vizier's resources, and the demands upon 
them, as it evidently fallow's, from the reafon affigned 
for the demand, that they were in that cafe fynonymous. 
As Mr. Briftow has affigned no other ground for this ex- 
traordinary tranfaction, but that 'Hydcr Beg, as a fervant 
of the ftate, ought to prove his zeal for it, and that it 
had for. its Sole object the Service of the public; and as 
there is not a Syllable in my inftructions that can warranty 
by the molt distant con ftr action, fuch a violation of the 
principles of common juftice, I do pronounce it to be a 
moll flagitious abufe of bis public truft, aggravated by his 
concealment of it from the knowledge of the Board. 

Paragraph 5th. — This contains the fubftance of the 4th 

and 9th charges. Hyder Beg Cawn affirms, that Mr. 

Briftow 
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Briftow required htm to write and iflue a Shooka or man* 
date, m the name of the Nabob Vizier, Without the 
Vizier's knowledge ; " afferting-, that he had it in com-' 
** tnand from die Governor-general and Gentlemen of 
" the Council 1 , to act a« he fhould deem proper, without 
" wafting to inform the Nabobs or allowing his meafures 
•* to depend en his Highneff's pleafu're or difpleafure." 

To this Mr. Briftow replies, that .'** it is moll true, 
** that the Shooka in queftion was written Without the 
" knowledge of the Vizier : but that it is as true-, that it 
*' was written by the minilter alone ;". and adds j that in 
the inftance of the affignrfient of the Toorkfuvvaiirs Hy- 
der Beg had praftifed the fame forgery, and had iflued 
Shookas unknown to the Vizier. What follows muft be 
repeated in Mr. Briftow*! own words ; " When I under- 
** flood this to have been the cafe, I feverely cenfured his 
** -behaviour j explaining to him withal the abhorrence 
** with which ads of this nature were regarded by the 
** natives of Europe; and warning him, that fhould you 
" ever beadvertifcd of the tranfacTion, he would aflu redly 
14 fall under your heavieft difpleafure; and that my fi- 
*' lence would depend upon his rcligioufly obferving my 
" injunctions againft a repetition of fueh unwarrantable 
** conduit." Had Mr. Briftow flopped here, fo pointed 
a denial would at leaft have left the Credit of the faft in 
nilpence; and the prejudice with which every Englifh- . 
man views a conteft with one of bis own countrymen, 
and a native of Hindoftan, would have affixed to it a ge- 
neral impreSon equivalent to a full refutation. But Mr. 
Briftow, unfortunately for his own fafety, purfues bit 
victory with too great precipitation into a field of argu- 
ment which turns the defeat on himfdf. ** Ypu, how- 
•* ever, gentlemen (he adds) will judge how well this af- 
** fetted delicacy, with refpeft to the application of the 
*' Nabob's feal, accords with his having been in aftual 
** potTeffion of it for years, with a difcretionary power 
" alfo, as he pretends, frtely granted him by his matter, 
■* to ufe it as he fhould think fit. Under this fanflion 
" he has fince reigned with the mod unbounded authority 
*' over the territories of AlTof ul Dowlah, and in com- 
** manding he has ruined them." But if this is a faft of 
fuch notoriety, as is implied by the allufive conftruftion 
of the fentence which introduces the mention of it, nor 
is it eafy to conceive how fuch a fact could have exiflcd 
for years without notoriety, and if under this fanftion 
(that is by ufing the Nabob's feal without his knowledge) 
the minifler had reigned with the moft unbounded autho- 
rity, and ruined the country, it will feem very extraor- 
dinary that Mr. Briftow fhould have felt fuch lentunenn 
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of abhorrence on. .the detection of,.a,fe.w recent inftances 
of it, and ilTued fuch peremptory injunctions againft a 
repetition- of it, on. pain of the-heavieft difpleafure of our 
government. If Mr. -Briftow believed that the minifter 
poffefled the Nabob '^authority for the difcretionary ufe of 
his feal, it was an.abi'utdity in terras to charge him with 
Criminality for ufing.it. If he knew that the minifter 
did , not poffefs that authority, but kn^w*, as he certainly 
muft have known, that the. mini fter had been in the prac- 
tice of this guilt for years, his indignation would have been, 
excited by the falfehood of the minifler's plea of the ne- 
ceffity of applying to the. Vizier for bis authority to ufe 
his. feal., and to iflue the, S hooka. As. -a corrector of 
armies, he could not have failed to make, this the firft ob- 
ject of bis reformation ; but by his relation of the cafe, 
he appears to have fuffered. the long and uninterrupted 
continuance of it without reproach or notice, and fud- 
denly (it appears not on, what provocation) reprobates it 
as a crime, regarded with abhorrence by all the natives of 
Europe, and denounces, the fevereft judgment and penal V 
ties againft the repetition of , it. 

But.wr bat, were the occafions in which the Nabob's feal 
and mandates were thus .fraudulently, ufedj — It appears 
from ...Mr. -Bnilow's own account, in. various parts of his 
correspondence with Hyder Beg C awn and the Nabob Vi- 
zier, andjeven his iettefajotfis Board, that -i^ was for 
the purpofe or carrying two points,' which. Mr. Briftow 
himfelf had. at heart,. and firft .urged to the: minifter ; 
namely, , to call for the affiiance of regiments of the Com- 
pany's forces, and to conftitute new aftignmcnts for the 
payment of $be Nflbflb's. hqufehold troops; two, points* 
to which, he knew the-NabiJp Vizier, woujd object, if they 
had been proppfed to hioi ; Sjand, which form part of th? 
charges preferred by Mr. Briftow hirhfelf agajnft Hyder, 
Beg Cawn,. for his op.pofiiion to them. Is it poffibje that 
Hyder Beg, Cawn, charged by Mr. Briftow with fo per- 
fevering a determination to thwart him in alt his nicafures, 
and availing Jiimielf -of his afcendency over the Nabob 
Vizier, to. that effecty fhould have committed fo flagrant 
an encroachment. on the Nabob's fovereign rigbtsj for 
the fake of .carrying into execution the meafmes of Mr, 
Briftow, ,of which he himfelf djfapproved, and which he 
faad himfelf oppofed ; that he fhould hazard the' ccramif- 
fion of .an act fp repugnant to his intereft and credit with 
his rnafter, and,, yet fuppfefs. the knowledge of it from 

Mr. Briftow himfelf, without lie had an" undoubted title! 

to fome merit in the factifice? It is iirtpoiBble; for 1 
Vol; lit " - I affirm 
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affirm that fii'ch a eonduft is without example in the 
whole hiftory of human nature. Were extraneous proofs 
wanting, in default of inherent convr&ion, the letters 
written to Mr. Briftow by Hyder Beg Cawn, in which 
repeated allufions are made to his having, in obedience 
to Mr. Briftow'* orders, ifltied Shookax with the Nabob's 
feal, unknown to the Nabob, are of themfclves undeni- 
able evidences of the faft, for Mr. Briftow admits them 
without a denial ; though it will appear, on the perufal 
of his letters, that he dwells with repetition on other 
matters of infinitely lefs relative moment, and pafles, 
without a word of exculpation or reply, the imputation 
of an aft to which he affixes every idea of horror in his 
application of it to another. 

Paragraph 6th.— This paragraph contains the particu- 
lars of the fecond charge, ft ftates, that Mr. Briftow 
began by an order to me minifter to deliver to bim the 
accounts of the Vizier's Kitchen, his Horfes, Elephants, 
and Camels ; that on the minifter's hefitation to comply 
with a demand Co unufual and offenfive to bis mafter, 
Mr. Briftow infifted, with anger, and laid, " I have or- 
'* ders to take poffeffion of all papers;" that the minifter, 
on this information, complied ; that Mr. Briftow pro- 
ceeded to the appointment of a treafurcr and- comptroller 
of the Nabob Vizier's houfehold, firft propofing it to the 
Vizier himfelf by menage, and afterwards in perfon ; 
that the Nabob Vizier objected, and protefted againft the 
appointments, and agatnft Mr. Briftow's interference it? 
his private expences ; that the Nabob, unable to prevail ' 
or? Mr. Briftow himfelf, deputed the minifter to entreat 
bim to defift from his purpofe, " to alk him why he thus 
** perfecuted and deprefled- him ;" adding, ** the little 
11 which fails to my lot, even that he will not allow me 
" to eat in peace and qutetnefs ;" that " this declaration 
'* was accompanied by tears'of anguHh." Mr. Briftow's 
anfwer to this menage, and his refle&tons on the ftate of 
mifery and humiliation to which he had reduced the Na- 
bob, if thej have been fairly ftated, are equally an out- 
rage to decency and humanity. I will not debafe my 
mind with the drudgery of tranferibing fo foul a fubject, 
nor attempt to abridge what ought, for our national credit, 
to be alike conligned to oblivion'. The readers of this 
minute will be fun.'ifhed with the fame means of reading 
both the original reprefentation, and Mr. Briftow's re- 
ply; and it will not l-c difficult for a mind accuftomed 
to reprcfentations, written under the influence of inte- 
rclt, pride, or malevolence, to decompofe the fubftance 
of each, and feparate the truth from the grofler matters 
Which invelope it. It is fuKHcient to my fubj<& to men- 
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tion, that both the Nabob's prayers, and the interceffiott 
of the minuter, were alike unavailing. Mr. Briftow not 
only infixed on the appointments which he had recom- 
mended* but went himfelf to the Vizier for the purpofe, 
as he is faid to have declared, of " telling him fo face to 
" face, and in plain terms ;" laying, " that his orders 
" from the gentlemen of the Council were peremptory." 
The Nabob is afierted to have demanded a written copy of 
the orders ; to' have bidden htm to take his feal, and do 
by force what he thought proper j and to have declared, 
in the agony of his feelings, and the confcious fhame of 
his -degradation, that he would confine himfelf within 
his apartments, and exclude htmfelf from all fociety. 
Mr. Briftow promifed to give the Nabob a copy of his 
orders ; but remained inflexible to his point, declaring 
his refolution to iffue his own orders to the Aumib for the 
delivery of their collections, if the Nabob continued to 
refufe the authority of Shookas ; and that he would keep 
the treafury, that is, the treafury of the Nabob's private 
expenccs, in his own hands, I again refer to the original 
letter, and add my earneft in treaties, that the candid rea- 
ders of'this minute will take their information from that, 
and not from this brief and very imperfect flare of it, or 
rather allulion to it, 

I proceed to Mr. Briftow's reply. — By the introductory 
'quotation of my inftructions, it would appear, that he 
avows the charge, and juftifics it by his prefcribed duty. 
This quotation confifts of extracts from my inductions 
to Mr. Middlecon, the preceding Refident, and from thole 
which were perfonally directed to Mr. Briftow on his ap- 
pointment. 

The plain defign and exprefs charge of both was, that 
the fum allotted for the Nabob's private expenccs fhould 
W paid in equal monthly inftallments, and be allowed a 
preference to every other demand : it was dictated with a- 
fpirit as oppolite to Mr. Briftow's application, as the 
wideft extremes of nature. It made a part of a general 
injunction to treat the Nabob with every poflible deli- 
cacy, conciliation, and attention-, and was written purely 
from the apprehenlion in the deficiency of the public 
funds not admitting the full payment of the Company's 
juft claim, and the calls of bis perfonal and neceflary 
wants; and may I add, without the hazard of drawing 
on myfelf a fevere cenfure from fuch of my conltituents 
as fhall think that, in the time of the'r diftrefles, my ftrlt 
and exclufive care fhould be given to their relief, than 
that of having authorized the deprivation of an unhappy 
prince, who/e alliance had fubjected him to a fertile de- 
pendance on the power of this government, that it was 
I- 2 my 
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my intention_to preclude the operation of fuch a plea, by - 
directing "that the Nabob's perioral (hare of his own fi- 
nances Siould be fully allotted to him, although the Com- 
pany's debt remained wholly in balance ? Let me be 
judged with candour. Our alliance has proved the ex- 
tinction of his fovereignty, and the impoveriihment of 
his country and revenue, and it was but juft to allow him 
the means of fubfiftence, if no more remained of the re- 
fources of his inheritance. 

I cannot fupprefs a fpark of refentmefit in repeating 
Mr. Briftow's application of my inftruclions in the words 
immediately following his quotation of them : — " Thefe 
" are the grounds, gentlemen, upon which I recom- 
"' mended to the Nabob the feparation of his public and 
■* private funds," and for that purpofe, as he afterwards 
explains it, " the eftabliftiment of an office of treafury," 
which he calls " the execution of an article fo explicitly 
** provided for by the treaty ;" that is to fay, that be- 
caufe I had enjoined to Mr. Briftow a particular care that 
the Nabob Vizier would, again ft every other exigency, 
receive the full amount allotted to his private expences, 
Mr. Briftow fliouIJ iiTue Shookas, or mandates, in his 
own name and feal, if the Nabob refufed the fanction of 
his, to the Aumils, for the aflignment of their collections 
for a fund of his own appointment ; that he fhould him- 
felf, or Mr. Cowper for him, or.a treafurer for both (for 
the arrangement has never been well defined) receive the 
money of thefe aflignments ; iflue them as he pleafed, not 
to the Nabob, but to the menial officers of his houfehold ; 
difpofe of his fuperfluous horfes and other cattle ; deter- 
mine how many elephants were neceflary to the ftate of 
the Vizier of the Empire, and the number of domefiics 
for his attendance j^md pry into his kitchen, for the pur- 
pofe of afcertaining the quantity of victuals which ought 
to be drefied in it; that Mr. Briftow fhould controul the 
accounts of thefe difburfements, and appropriate to his 
own ufe (for the confequence is inevitable, if he chofe 
it) the refidue produced by thefe (Economical retrench- 
ments.' Yet Mr. Briftow has pretended that he acted by 
inftruclions from me, and in the execution of a treaty 
made by me with the Nabob Vizier j and he has had the 
boldnefs to affirm, that it was " the only meafure that 
'*' -could prevent the Nabob from continuing a cypher." 
—I know not what Mr. Briftow means by his allufion to 
the treaty, which molt afluredly docs not contain a fylla- ,, 
ble which can juftify his conduct ; but by the unexampled 
latitude which he afTumes in his constructions, he may, 
if he pkafes, extort this or any other meaning from any 
part of it. 

I ft all 

Dig.! ::,GOOgle 



Papers relative to Charges IV. and XVI. 137 

I {hall make no other comment on this ttanfadion than 
to obferve, that the controul which Mr. Briftow has af- 
firmed .over the Nabob Aflof ul Dowlah is fuch as no 
man living, however mean his rank in life, or dependant 
his condition in it, would permit to be exercifed hy any 
other, without the want or forfeiture of every manly 
principle; and can only be equalled in infolence with his 
abetting a young fervant of the Company, his affiftant, 
in dictating to the fovereign of the country the written 
drafts of his own mandates. 

Such is the ftate to which the Company's influence 
has reduced one, and the firft of its allies, and fuch the 
example held out to other princes of India, who may be 
attempted to enfnare themfelves m the fame connection. 

7th Paragraph. —This contains the fequel of the fame 
iran faction, with the particulars of the 6th Charge, 
namely, " That he had forcibly aflembled the Vizier's 
" Muttefidies, or official fervants, at his o'wn houfe, 
** detaining them eight days, and compelling them to 
" prepare mutter rolls of the Nabob's Mutayena, or mi- 
" litia forces ; that he had afterwards difbanded 4,000 
*' horfe and 7,000 foot of the faid troops, declaring his 
** intention of railing Sepoys for the Nabob's fervice in 
" their room ; and that thefe acts and declarations were 
** made without the authority of the Nabob, either ob- 
•' tained or folicited." 

Mr. Briftow avows the defign, but affirms that it failed 
through the oppofition of the minifter, and that the reft 
of this article " as. detailed by the minifter, is an abfo- 
" lute romance." — What part of this article Mr. Briftow 
means by " the refi" does not appear, fince no part of 
his reply exprefsly applies to any part ef the charge; but 
if he was really concerned in any part of the conduct 
attributed to him, it will not be eafy to feparate it from 
the reft, and the whole was unwarranted by his instruc- 
tions. 

Paragraph 8.— I have not included this in the lift of 
analyzed charges, for I do not underttand it. It alludes 
to an attempt made by Mr. Briftow to remove the minif- 
ter from his office, and toobfeure converfations held with 
the Nabob Vizier upon it. — And Mr. Briftow's reply 
feetns to have been dictated by fome ftrong provocation 
of anger, the caufe of which is not apparent ; for he be- 
gins it with faying, " I am new fully convinced, and I 
" have told your honourable Board fo, that the falvation 
" of Owde depends upon the difmifiion of the minifter." 
There the fentence clofes. — I can make nothing of it, 
a,nd leave it. 

X 3 Paragraph, 
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Paragraph Qth. — This is general, both in charge and 
defence; yet there is in both an allufion which 1 muff 
not permit to be loft. Hyder Beg Cawn fays, •*. Such 
" is Mr. Briftow's difpofkion, that he outwardly pro- 
*'* feffes and careiTes, while in reality he u endeavouring 
*' to expel me from my office, and then frequently de- 
" nies or contradicts his own declarations. In the re- 
" prefentation which I have made, I have not in any 
" one inftance deviated from the truth ; and it is a pofi- 
" tive proof of the reality of many of the particulars, 
'* that Mr. Briftow did not reply to ihofe which are 
*' ft a ted in my anfwer to his letter, but at our next in- 
" terview aflumed appearances of affability and good- 
" will." 

This paflage relates to the Shookas which were iflued 
without the knowledge of the Nabob Vijierj and of 
thefe the hiftory, as related by Hyder Beg Cawn, is as^ 
follows : 

The firft inftance occured early, the time is immate- 
rial, and therefore I do not trace it. Mr. Briftow thought 
it neceflary to call for the atfiftance of the Company's 
troops from the detachment commanded by Colonel Sir' 
John Cummings, at Fatty Ghur. He applied to Hyder 
Beg Cawn for the Nabob's Sboolca or letter, under the 
Nabob's private feat, requiring them, fuch being the, 
form prescribed for fuch occanons : Hyder Beg Cawn. 
anfwered, that it would be necefTary to communicate this 
affair to the Nabob Vizier. Mr. Briftow auenced, and,' 
laid he would fpeak to him himfelf ; but changing his 
mind, reproachingly ordered Hyder Beg Cawn to'caufe 
the Shooka to be written, without making any mention 
of it to the Nabob Vizier; faying, that fuch was. the 
pleafure of the Governor-general arid the gentlemen of 
the Council. Hyder Beg Cawn, awed by this implied 
menace, fubmitted, and gave him the Shooka, with the 
Nabob's feal furtively affixed. This account is' thus de- 
tailed in the 5th preceding paragraph. 

The latter inftance is thus related : — When Mr. Brif- 
tow aflumed to himfelf the controul of the Nabob Vi- 
zier's houfehold expences, he found the Nabob's body- 



guard of horfe, which are mentioned by the name of 
Toorkfawars, greatly in arrears: he, in like manner as 
before, compelled Hyder Beg Cawn to caufe S hookas to 
be written, with the feal, and in the' name, of the Na- 
bob Vizier, but without his knowledge, to certain Au- 
mils or collectors of the public revenue, commanding 
them to pay their collections in affignment, for the dif-', 
charge of thofe arrears. The Vizier, having 1 notice of 
it, was very much offended -, and when Mt.' Briftow 
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prcfled him on the fubjcelof the appointment of a trea- 
furer and comptroller of bis houuold, he, after long re. 
fillance, yielded* being, as be (aid, without remedy; but 
exacted, as a coadition, that tbe Shoolcas which had been 
iffueti by Mr. Briftow fhotild be at the fame time with- 
drawn, aid others iflued by bimfelf in their ftead. As 
it feems to have been Mr. Briltow's practice, whenever 
he found a difficulty in carrying any of bis mcajuret into- 
execution, to lay his disappointment to the account of the 
mintfier, imputing it either to his lecret opposition, or 
to want of due exertion ; the minifter, in return, justi- 
fied bimfelf againfl thefe imputations, by appeals to in- 
ftances of his obedience, yielded even at the hazard of 
forfeiting the Nabob's favour, and efpccially to thefe in, 
queftioo. Thefe appeals from tbe fubftanc* of his let- 
ters to Mr. Briftow, which Stand on record of the fol- 
lowing dates ; vtz. 

ntb of Rubbe ul Owel, or 14th February 1783. 

16th •— Ditto — . 19th Ditto. 
Tbe fame fubje&s are alfo mentioned in a Shooka or let* 
ter written by the Nabob Vizier to Mr. Briftow, and re- 
turned by Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg Cawn, with a let- 
ter dated the 20th Rubbe at Owel, or 23d of February. 
The following extracts from tbe preceding correspon- 
dence will illuftrate the exposition which 1 have given 
of it, bat cannot add to the proofs which have been al- 
ready exhibited in my remarks on tbe 5th paragraph, 
which relate particularly to tbe fame fubjeft. 

Extract of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. Brif- 
tow, dated the nth of RubbeaPul Owel, or 14th 
February 1783. 

• *' From tbe moment of your arrival I have not in any 
" manner been deficient in obedience, but have in every 
* '• bufinefs, and without hefitation, fulfilled your com- 
" mxnds ; as in the important bufioefi refpsfling tbe re- 
" liments at Futty Gbur, which you were pleated to 
" direct Would not be fufpended by attention to the Na- 
u bob's permimon, or by the neceffity of informing them 
w thereof." * 

To this letter Mr. Briftow made no reply. 

Extracts of a Letter from Hyder Beg Cawn to Mr. Brif- 
tow, dated the 16th of Rubbeal Owel, ox- 19th February 
1783. 

" And refpeeting the Tunkhaw, which, by the con* 

V tents of the Shoolcas which you have caufed to be 

I a *' written 

r 'Goode 
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'*. written to the Aumils, is- included in the Tunkhaw 
*' of the Company, and the fu per in tendance of which 
'* has been given to Mr. Cowpcr, and a feparate trea- 
(< furcr appointed for the fame, that you will withdraw 
" this meafure, and return thefe' Shookas, and that 
** Shookas, refpeiiing the Tunkhaw of die Tobrkfuwais, 
M may be written, dire&ng the monies to be tranfmit. 
lt . ted to his Highnefs."—— ' — *'• His Highnefs replied to 
*.* me in a paffion, and faid, -you firft caufed Shookas to 
" be written, including the Td-nlcaw of the Turkfawars 
" in that of the Company, and delivered them without 
*,', my knowledge; and now that it has been agreed to 
" return thofe Shookas, you again counteract it. — I will 
<* not confent.— Let that which has been agreed to be 
** performed." ■ ■ - '■' I reprefented to you in reply, the 
W things which I had done, both in affairs of import- 
** ance, and in concerns of lefs moment, both with and 

V without the knowledge of his Highnefs, in compliance 
" with your directions, and likewife the caufes'<of the 
** delay which had occurred in certain particular affairs ; 
" and I furthermore remarked, that my having wrote 
11 and delivered to you the Shookas refpeQing the Tun-. 
" kaw of the Toorkfawars, in the manner or to the 
" purport which you had directed them to be written, 
<' without the knowledge of his Highnefs, muft Hand 
" as an incontestable proof of my obedience to your com- 
*' mands. . Arid on this account his Highnefs has repeat - 
*' edly upbraided me, demanding to know how I prefum- 
" ed to caufe Shookas to be written and delivered without 

V his knowledge. ^ I informed you, of the Nabob's 
•* difpleafurc, and you told me to be under no apprehen- 
" (ion ; that what I had done I had done by your orders." 

" Notwithstanding fuch proofs and demonftra- 

V* tions, the written evidence »f which ftill cxift, you 
" fay that profeflions of duty and obedience, unattended 
*' by the execution of bufinefs, are of no avail." 

I muft take notice that Mr. Briftow, in the Appendix 
to his defence, gives a different tranflation of this letter 
from that which is entered on the confutations, and 
which was not received when the charges againft him 
were fent to him. — In his tranflation, which' is exceed- 
ingly faulty throughout, the paflages which I have quot- 
ed are fo mutilated, and warped from the real meaning, 
as to render, the tranfaftion, of which they are. in exi- 
gence, either too obfcure.for'application, or almoft inno- 
cent. I £hall inftance only one Sentence of Mr. Briftow's 
tranflation, anfwering to that above bearing this mark $4 
and I will add the Perfian text in the margin*. 

* la the margin of the original are certain PtrJJan charac- 
ter:'. ... -v * . „ j ftvcr ^ 
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. f ' I feveral times informed you of the Nabob's dif-j 
** pleafure on this head, and your commands were, that 
*f I Jhould take no heed of if, fince the bufinei's mull be 
*' fettled as you had ordained." 

There is a wide difference between a declaration faid 
to be made by Mr- Briftow, that an aft already done 
" mult be fettled as he had ordained," which, by the 
bye, js not reconcilable to common fenfe, and his ac- 
knowledgment, that " it had been done. by his Orders :" 
And if th*s fop hi ft i cation was not an error unintended, 
it will be very obvious why it was made, though not 
yet eafy to reconcile it with the horror with which Mr. 
Briftow pretends to have been affefted, when he obtained 
the Br ft information of the aft. 

I myfelf vouch for the fidelity of the firft translation, 
having compared it with the original ; and if it is dif— 
purid, I will put it to proof. t 

To this letter alfo Mr. Briftow made no reply, align- 
ing as a reafon, V that he had already explained to him 
** in the plainest language his intentions, which he dill 
** wilfully mifundcrrtopd, and invariably mi (Ye pre fen t- 
*' ed ;" and '* that, having every thing of importance 
«« yet to do, he did not chufe to engage in a filly and 
" endlefs war of words, or to fit down ferioufly to anfwer 
" fables, becaufe he chofc to dignify them with the name 

" of facts." This is a very eafy refutation, but not 

fuch a one as the magnitude of the charge deferved, or 
as would commonly iumce to a mind confeious of its 
integrity, and feofible to the feelings of wounded honour. 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Briftow to Hyder Beg 
Cawn,' dated the 10th of Rubbe al O.wal, or 23d 
February 1783. 



" His Highnefs defires that the monies may be kept in 
«' the Pungmahla, under the charge of the Mutt a fed dies 
f ' of the Sircar, and that I will return the Sbookas which 
" were formerly iffued concerning the Tuncaw of the 
" Toorkfawars, agreeably to his Highnefs's commands. 

4* —I confent to both. P. S. I fend back his High- 

** nefs's Shookas addreffed to me, and Sheikh Golaum 
" Surroor." 

Copy of a Shooka or Letter from the Nabob Vizier to 
Mr. Briftow, which was returned by Mr. Briftow to 

Hyder Beg Cawn with the prcceeding Letter. 1 

cannot extract it. 

It may afford, a triumph to Mr. Briftow to have fuch, a 

groof of " the unprincely ftyle of "the unhappy Affof ul 

" Dowlah, 
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*« D«wlah, oppofed to tile dignified idei of infulted lb- 
«* vereignty ;" bat if (here it a fpork of generous vir- 
tue in tn,e breafts of any of my countrymen Who (hall be 
the reailers of this compilation, this letter (hall ftand 
for an instrument to awaken it to toe call of vengeance 

inft fo flagitious an abufe of authority, and reproach 

the Englifh same, 

" Y»B defired that a treafurer and comptroller might 
'* be appointed, over the dilburfernents of the * Dowaub, 
*.' domefties, &c. of my houfehold ; I rejected, becaufe 
** it would reflect difgrace upon me in the eyes of the 
** whole world, fince it would be apparent that I had 00 
1* longer any authority over my own houfehold, my Do- 
4* waub, and my domefties, &c. at the fame time that; it 
*' would be productive of no advantage whatever to. the 
*-* Englifh nation.-rr — You infift u,pon the appointments 

V being made from the higbeft to the lowed i it has ftill 
*?. been cuftomary for every pne t whatever income bis fit 
1* tuation afforded him, to manage the expences of his 

V own domefties and Dowaub at his d if? ret ion ; — yet, 
**■ fuch are the events which my fate has brought for- 
*.* wards, that a new treafurer and comptroller are about 

V to be appointed over my houfehojd, domefties, and 
*,' Dowaub. — The infant that has aught in his hand, wilt 

.** weep if it is forced from him. — -l alfo underftan<t what 

¥ is and what is not for my advantage ; and I now with 

" humility tell you, that if for my fatisfaction, and out 

** of friendship for me, you will defift from this meafure, 

" you will confer a favour upon me; but in cafe it is 

*' your pleafure that it (hall be fo, I am without refource 

** — make the appointments. — — Y et > ** **fl* ' ct t K u ' 

'.* much of appearances be preserved, that the monies for 

*' the Jaidaud Mahals, for the Dowaub. domeflics, and 

" houfehold tiifbuifements, and for the Tunlcaw of the 

** Toorkfawars, may be tranfmitted to the place where 

«' I refide, and feparatcly delivered into, the charge of 

** my people. The monies on account of the Dowaub, 

" and houfehold expences (hall be ifTued by Dawaugau- 

** dafs the treafurer, and Mahomed Harlan, comptroller, 

•■ and Tahakoordafs the comptroller's Paifhkot," under 

•■ my directions or authority; and the T-uncaw of the 

" Toorjtfawars, correfponding to the regulations and 

V practices of this Surcor, wall be iflucd to them as, 
•» formerly by Rajah Tippar Chund ; and that you will 
*' return the Shookas, which you caufed to be written 
** without my knowledge, concerning the Tuncaw of. 

* This ward muft tut hi confounded with the province tf 
the/ami name. It meant only cattle of different kinds. 
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*' the Toorkfawir?, directing the monies to be include* 
*.* in and remitted yritji ihc Tuncaw of the Company; 
" and that yo^ will hereafter, as my friend, write to tM 
*.* Governor-genera^ and requeft his orders to abolifli 
*.' the appointments of the new treafurer and comptroller 
,c which are about to be 'made."' 

10th Paragraph.— —This contains th * ?*H Charge j 
namely, the appointment of Mahomed Beg, a trooper, to 
the Setawlee of Furruckabad., by Mr. BriftoWs order, 
againft the remonftrance of the minifter, and the Nabob 
Vizier**, djfitpproval. — I pafs the reft, which ij bu,t a. re* 
petition, o( former charges. 

"* Mr. f'riftow, in ant'wer, refers the Board let his ad* 
drefs of the 30th January 1783^ for proof "I that he al- 
*' ways conkdercd the appointment Of * Sexawel to Fer- 
** ruckhabad, as a defperate alternative, 'but it was the 
V only one 1* that he thereiore atquiffced in it when 
*.' urgently recommended by the mimiter, and was happy 
** to find that acquiefccnce honoured and confirmed by 
** our approbation;" 

It is very true that Mr. Briftow did inform the Board 
of this appointment, and obtained their approbation of 
it ; and fo he might of any other tranfaction, however 
unexceptionable, oy fuppreffing every information which 
could render it fuch. He represented this appointment, 
arid his participation in it, as the effect of the defperate 
slate of the Company's alignment on the Nabob Mozuf- 
fer Jung, the oppressions exercifed by the former Naib 
Mahomed Saced Cawn, the complaints of the Nabob 
Mozuffer Jung, and the urgent requeft of the Nabob 
Vizier and' his minifter. My inftru&ions to Mr. Briftow 
were, to abftain entirely from all interference in the 
tranfaflium of the Nabob Vizier and his minifter with 
the Nabob Muzuffer Jung ; but neither could I nor the 
Board take any -reasonable offence at his interference, 
when he apologized for it, grounding it not only on ab- 
solute necemty, but on the .united and urgent wifhes of 
the Nabob Vizier, his minfter, and the Nabob MozufFur 
Jung, whom it principally regarded. 

The Nabob vizier and Hyder Beg Cawn, both repre- 
sent it as an aft of Mr. Briftow's own choice, and exe- 
cuted by his own authority, and againft the will both of 
the Nabob Vizier, and of his minifter. Thefe are ftrong 
contradictions'; but I cannot trace them to any proof, 
except the following paflage in a letter from Mr. Briftow 
to Hyder Beg Cawn, dated the 8th of Setter, or 13th 
January 1783, which I think a ftrong one :— " Considering 
" the bad flaw of affairs at Furruckhabad, it is neceflary 
'* that Mirza Mahomed Beg Qiould receive his difmiffion 

Coogf? 
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" as foon as peifible. He will be introduced to you by 
" this letter. You will give him his difmiifion to-day, 
*' and in fuch a manner that it may be known to every 
* c one," 

This letter, urging the dtfpatch of the new Sezawall, 
giving him bis introduction as if a ft ranger to the mini- 
fler, and prefcribing the mode of his. appointment, does 
pot very well agree with the paffive and reluctant part 
which Mr. Briftow afcribes to himfelf in the t ran faction ; 
put is more likely to be underftood by an uninformed 
reader- as the addrefs of a> principal urging a point to ano- 
ther lefs inclined to the acceptance of it : and with this 
contraction I mull leave it until Mr, Briftow can furnifb, 
a better. 

nth Paragraph.-rrThis requires no comment on either 
fide. 

1 2th Paragraph. — This is not a charge, but a prayer to 
be freed from the oppreffions of the Rcfident, with the 
acceptance of t,he Nabob's offer of the fecurity of credita- 
ble bankers for the punctual difcharge of the Company's 
demands. This, by a, molt extraordinary perverfion of 
reafoning, is feized by M,r. Brjftow as a clear refutation, 
of all the charges y/hich had been preferred by Hyder Beg 
Cawn againft him ; but the Nabob Vizier has himfelf 
propofed the offer, and has complained againft Mr. 
Briftow, in language exprefljve of as much keener fenfi- 
bility, as his funerings exceed the vaxations exercifed on 
his minifter. 

It is natural for a man labouring under any grievance 
to wim for the removal of the caule of it ; and it is pro- 
vcrbialj that even the poor worm will turn with the im- 
patience of anguiih on the foot that crulhcs it; but it 
was never before inferred, that a defire to be delivered 
from the power and prefence of an oppreflbr, was an evi- 
dence againft the exiftence of the oppreffion. 

I fhall here clofe my observation on. Mr. Briftow's rc- 
. plies to Hyder Beg Cawn's firft letter, and proceed to the 
examination of Mr, Briftow's letter, add re fled to the 
Board, of the 13th May, which contains the particulars 
of the 1 ith charge, namely, " that he had attempted to 
" carry into execution a plan for the adminiftration of 
" jullice, and had invefted Mr. Cowper with extraordi- 
" nary and undefined powers for receiving complaints 
" from the fubjects of the Nabob Vizier, and fuperfcribT . 
" ing them with orders in the ftyle of mandates from (he 
" Nabob Vizier, for the redrefs of the complainants." 

I have already faid, that I conftdered this letter as an 
anticipation of the complaints which Mr. Briftow knew 
had been made againft him, but which he had not receded, 

nor 

„,.,,, Googl? 
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nor indeed were they fent to him till the 29th of the 
fame month. Whatever advantage may be derived from 
the title of having been the firft complainant, it has cer- 
tainly Pome in its influence oh common judgments,' and 
this perhaps arifes from the conftruction which every man 
i nftin ft ivcly affixes to recriminated accufations, as being 
the effects of a vindictive principle, and therefore liable 
at leaft to exaggeration. This letter has very much this 
appearance, for it has all the charactcriftic forms and qua- 
lities of a fyftematic attack. It begins with an accu- 
mulated, though general, reprobation of the conduct and 
character of Hyder Beg Cawn — it proceeds to the circum- 
Itantial detail of a fpecific fact,- and concludes with a 
prayer for his difmiffion from office. Mr. Briftow's mode 
of writing renders it an attempt of difficulty to reduce the 
fubftance of his unconnected and often unapplied periods 
to precife facts or proportions, on which I can depend 
for their certain relation to them. If, therefore, I lhall 
err in my conduction of them, the fault is' not inten- 
tionally mine, but the effect of the obfeurity of the text, 
which lam compelled to explain before I can make the 
proper ufe of it. 

Of the letter, which confifts of four fmall flieets of 
paper, the two firft, and part of the third, contain only 
general pofitions, which may be comprised within the 
two following brief articles : 

ift. That Hyder Beg Cawh had rejeftefd all Mr. 
Briftow's " frankeft offers of friehdfhip and confidence," 
and 2d, had obftinately and contumacioufly oppofed all 
his " innovations," which he is pleafed to call in his firft, 
though not the moft refpectful application of my offi- 
cial title, the wife fyftem prefcribed by the honourable 
*' the Govern or- general." The means by which the 
minifter is enabled to maintain fo powerful an oppofitioti, 
are fummarily afcribed to " the influence of his power, 
■•* his talents, and his wealth," and in a more large de- 
tail to his afcendency over the mind of the Nabob Vizier 
his mailer. His account of this effect is curious, and 
contradicts every phyfical as well as moral principle, 
which is fuppofed to regulate the actions or Simulate the 
paffions of mankind. The Nabob, he fays, detefts this 
minifter from a declared conviction that the minifter has 
reduced his provinces to defolation, and his court to a 
*' fpeaking picture of penury, nakednefs, and famine." 
Yet that the Nabob fupports his minifter againft all Mr. 
Briftow's endeavours to free him from fo abject a thral- 
dom, to give peace, order, and plenty to,his country, and 
to adminjfter an abundance for the relief of all his perfori- 
al wants— becaufc the minifter is yet in poffeffion of his 
finances, 

Digged oyGOOglC 
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finances, and by dealing them to bis mailer with a fparing 
and artful ceconomy, which Mr. Briftow calls " alter- 
*' nately exerting his hopes and fears," he " prevents the 
*( Nabob from adopting any firm and dignified rcfolution •" 
and this philofophicai (olution he concludes in the follow- 
ing words : " Thefe paffibris {i. e. hopes and fears) whilft 
** in equilibrium over the mind, keep it neutatihg and. 
•* undetermined, the refolutions of defpair alone are-uh- 
« qualified and decilive." I fhall leave this doctrine to 
work its own effefl, and proceed to the fpecific inftxnee, 
which fcems introduced to prove the general Charge of 
Hyder Beg Cawn's oppofition to Mr. Briftbw's innova^ 
tions. . 

This, as I with difficulty collect it from the letter and 
its. enclosures, of which the letter is little more than * 
comment, is as follows : 

In my inftruttions to Mr. Middleton, I directed him 
to urge the Nabob Vizier to endeavour gradually, if it 
could not. be done at once, to dUblifh courts of juftice 
throughout his diftricls., Mr. Middleton, who had Ihewp 
Utile attention to any article of my inftructions, appears 
to hare taken not the loaft notice of this, till a fhort time 
before h>s recall, and when he moft probably expected it- 
It w^s then, and not till then, that without any recent 
ground aJftgned for it, or advice given to me or the Board, 
of the meauire, or of his intention preceding it, he pre- 
vailed upon the Nabob Vizier to appointed a nun named 
Morolevy Mcbein to the office of S udder u) Stuck, or 
chief adminiftrator of juftice to the city of Luc know, -md 
the dominions of the Nabob of Owd ; but without any 
aJBgnment of power, local office, or (alary ; and the poor 
man himfelf terns to have felt the humiliating cojiciouf- 
nefs of his infufficiency for fo elevated a dignity, to which 
the laft ftep of his promotion was the profcfSon of a 
fcheol mafter, which bad occupied the greateft part of a 
life already far fpent. To this feeble inftrument Mr. 
Briftow had early refource, for the eftablifhment of a new 
regulation for the general adminiftration of juftice through- 
out the Nabob's dominions ; although it does not appear, 
from the letters either of Mr. Briftow or of Mr. Cowper, 
to whom Mr. Briftow appealed for the explanation of his 
inftruftions, that he had ever formed any precife or de- 
fined plan refpecting it,' for both allude to it as intended 
for the inftltution of " proper courts of juftice," yet both 
ftyle it " a Fowjdarry Adawlet," which is a court infti- 
tuted for the trial of criminal offences ; and Mr* Briftow 
in his correfpondence generally confounds it with the 
office of " police of the city," which is commonly the 

charge 
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charge of Cutwall, and never affigned to the court -of 
jultice cither civil or criminal. 

The means ufed by Mr. Briftow to carry this plan intt 
execution mark no great extenlion of defign, or effort of 
invention ;-»-the account which he himfelf gives of hit 
progrcffive afts in thisbufmefs is, that very early after his 
arrival he defired the minifter to eftabiifti the F owjdarry 
Adawlet upon a refpecliul footing ; that he next applied 
for the appointment of a houfe to hold the court : that all 
the Nabob Vizier's houfes being occupied (for Mr. Brif- 
tow fays, that the minifter had purpofely filled them with 
lumber, to ferve as an excufe for withholding them) the 
minifler allotted 2 tent for the ufe of the Mowlevy. At 
length a houfe was allowed him, but he did not like it, 
becaufc it was " fituated in the center of. the palace, 
** where his proceedings would be fubject, to reftraiat, 
*' the place itielf too confined," and fome of the Nabob's 
effects remaining in it. The correfpondencc enclofcd by 
Mr. Briftow ttews that he too thought the houfe too fmall, 
and that the minifter maintained a contrary opinion, but 
Would apply for another ; that both concurred in. opinion 
of the urratnefs of the tent for a court of juflice — the 
mini tier praying for time to get a houfe : that Mr- Briftow 
required the court to be held in the city— and the minifler 
pleaded the Nabob's orders for its being held in the palace, 
With other queftions of the like moment ; but that on a 
firm declaration made by Mr. Briftow, that he would appeal . 
to the Governor-general and Council, the minifter impli- 
citly fcibrrritted, affirming, at the fame time, that he had 
never tbfpatod Mr. Briftow's order. In the fame period 
of time another fource of difference arofe, which is moft 
imperfofilv-connected with' the fame fubject, and is thus 
explained by Mr. Cowper, in- reply to an appeal made to 
him. by:Mr. Briftow for that pufpofe. That Mr. Briftow 
** recommended to the Nabob Visier, the immediate in- 
** ftitution of a Fowjderry. Adawlet at Lucicuow ;"— 
that Mr; Briftow's Hfijie motive in this, recommendation 
" (if Mr. Cowper had not utterly mifunderftood him) 
*'■ was *o reftore peace and order to the capital t and fe- 
11 curity to its inhabitants;" — that as the Governor- 
general had himfelf mentioned the want of proper courts 
of juflice, as a caufc of great evils, but advifed much 
caution in their introduction ; and as both Mr, Briftow 
and Mr. Cowper apprehended "danger from the abrupt 
*' application of the remedy, when the evil was universal," 
Mr. Briftow, whofe " attention was engaged by objects 
"1 of more immediate importance," reouefled, " that Mr. 
" Cowper would enquire and endeavour to afecrtain how 
" far a reformation, fo neceflary to the profperity and 
« happiaefs 
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■* happinefs both of the prince and people, might be ef» 
■* fefled with the kali poffible inconvenience and delay." 
—That " in conformity to Mr. Briftow's wifhesj he fent 
** for Mowlevy Mobein, who bad received his (Mn 
*' Briftow's} imtructions to affift him, proposing to enter 
" with him into fuch explanations as " might afford him 
*' an idea of the fyftem of jurifprudence then eftablithed 
" there ;" but the Mowlevy amired him, that " there 
" was not, nor had been for years, even the fliadow of a 
** police i" that his appointment was " a mockery, and 
•• himfelf a pageant."— — ■ After much difcuffion of the 
unfttnefs of fuch a man as the Mowiavy (a fchoolmafter) 
** to .difpenfe law to a whole people, and to unite, in his. 
** pcrfon, the civil and criminal j urifdiclion of fuch ex- 
** tenfive countries," which he fays was an indication of 
the difpofition of the miriifter, too plain to be miftakcn j 
he adds, **. 1 mufl: confefs, I drew a conchifion from it 
*' that at once induced me to augur very ill of .our un- 
" dertaking, and determined me to proceed in it with all 
M warincfs and circumfpec-tion." The iffue was, that 
after very: mature deliberation, he advifed Mr. BriQow 
*■ to confine his views for the prefent to the inftitution of 
" a Fowjdarry court for the capital only" (which I muft 
©b'ferve.hc .had, before mentioned as ttieoriginaLinftitutiorij 
and actually .formed)— that Mr. Briftow took his advice, 
and obtained the Nabob's aflfent* and his appointment of 
Mowlavy Mobein to prefiide in the court, now-limited, to 
the capital ;." and here," fays he, "the matter. ftillrefts 
" to this hour t and to this hour the inhabitants «f Luck ■* 
" now are ieft-in a condition of licentioufnefs, very near 
" approaching to aflate of nature." 

1 have recapitulated Mr. Cowper's account o/.hii com- 
minton, but 1 .profeis that.l:do not undotftaad :the drift 
either of. the: appointment, or of his. explanation of it. 
What gave occasion for the latter, was this :— Mr. Cow- 1 
per, by fome commiwon from Mr. Briftow", received pe-* 
titions from the inhabitants, to which he affixed orders* 
in the foxmatityle of mandates from the Nabob Vieier, 
for the redrqfs- of the petitioners. This, -Mr. Briftow 
laid, had been mifreprefenteJ as a fuperin tendance of the 
court of Adawlet, and an ufurpation of his Excellency's 
right of fovereignty ;— and he therefore called upon Mr. 
Cowper, In writing, to " ftafe the inftru&ions. which he 
" had received . from Mr. Briftow oh this occafion, and 
** his proceedings in confequence ;" and " explain his 
f* conduct relative to fuch petitions as Mr. Briftow might 
" have referred to him." The fum of Mr. Cowper's 
explanation is, if I conceive it rightly, that he received 
, from 
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from Mr. Briftow neither appointment hot fnftruflion, 
nor performed any act relative to either. 

With reipeft to the petition, he fays, and prefaces what 
he fays with calling it " the undifguifed ftate of the cafe," 
'« that as the petitions were referred to him he had them 
'« read, and directed Hoffein Alia Cawn to write upon. 
*« the face of them fevcrally an order, fuch as, had it 
** finally relied with him to fettle them, he (hould have - 
«* iflued upon the occafion, and then bade him carry 
" them to the minifrcr ;" " not," he adds, " that the 
" Vizier's zeal fltould be affixed," but " that the mi'ni- 
" fter lhould decide upon the propriety of his ideas, and 
«* ultimately reje£t or adopt them, as he faw fit." This 
theminifter was to know inftinQively, as it appears from 
what immediately follows : *' and I chofe this mode of 
" communicating them rather than by letter, becaufe it 
" was the fimpleft and readieft, &c." He then refers to 
one of the petitions, which he inclofes j and I will infert 
it here, with two others furnilhed by Hyder Beg Cawn, 
for their curiofity. 

[Mr, Cowper's Superfcription.] 
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The renowned Nuvvaub, the Difperifer of Juftice to the 
. A S e - 

Buddim Sing is Kannoongo, of the Purgunnah of Dur. 
reaabad, Mania Sing, Jemadar of the Mouza of Sha- 
poor, has confined the brother of your flaves for thefe 
eleven months pail unjuftly, and without caufe, and will 
not fet him at liberty ; the reafon is, that during the Au- 
mildarre of Setul Chund, the difmifled Aumil of the 
Jagheers, he entered into an agreement for the above 

Voj.. II. K . Mouza 
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Mouza or diftricl, under the fecularity of the faid Kait- 
noongo: he has moreover plundered our property, and 
razed our habitation. We hope from your goodnefs and 
favour that'our brother may obtain his liberty, and that 
we may, agreeably tojuftice, receive back the property, 
goods, grain, &c. which he has plundered. 

Concludes as ufual. 

Erzee of Lelilc Sing 

and Derbaud Sing. 

[Mr. Cowper's Superfcription, in the Hand Writing of 
his Moonfby.] 



% % % X \ % 

% ft \ V ^ . 



Erzee to the Nuwaub the Difpenfer of Juftice, &c 

Sets forth, That Jauni Beg unjuilly, and by force and 
violence, hath feized upon the dwellings of certain widows. 
You are the protestor of the poor. Whatever may be 
your determination in behalf of the widows, be pleafed 
to declare it. We have no other refuge but you, Sic. 
He formerly pulled down four or five houfes, and he has 
now prohibited water from being carried to four or five 

Signed, Erasee of the Widows. 

[In the Hand Writing of Mr. Cowper's Moonche.J 
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Sets forth, that the fons in law to Hajec Aukau Ma- 
hummed have been confined in prifon during the whole 
of the laft year : from the time of Fakur Chund's appoint- 
ment, he has treated them with the utmoft feverity, even 
to the prohibiting their food from being brought to them. 
— We had rented thePurgunnah of Aali Gunge for three 
years. — four months of the FufTull of Hurref remained 
when we were turned out : all that was received to that 
period was paid ; and if we had continued through the 
Hurreef Fuffiil, the remainder would have been paid. 
Wcare in no flrape guilty ,— We hope from your favour 
and goodnefs, that in your kindnefs to the poor and the 
helplefsyou will fct them at liberty, &c. 
Signed, 

The Erzee of the family of 

Hagee Auka Mahummed. 

Let thole who will, comment on this tranfaction. It 
was a grofs and moft indecent attempt to dictate "to the 
Vizier of the empire the words of his own mandates, which 
the Vizier was to copy from Mr. Cowper's draft, and 
iffue without a knowledge of the fubject. It is an infult to 
common fenfe to impofe any other construction upon it, 

Mr. Briftow's motives for giving thefe extraordinary 
authorities, and enforcing them with fo many angry 
movements, is more extraordinary than the acts themfelves ; 
and I muft own that I firil read them with an idea which 
no confequent aft has effaced, that he wrote them under 
the conviction that he might write what he pleafed, in 
the affirrance of its being favourably accepted. 

I have already mentioned the inftru&ions which I gave 
to Mr. Middleton, relating to the introduction of court! 
of juftice in the Nabob Vizier's dominions, which will 
- be round, on a liberal examination of them, to have been 
dictated under doubts of its expediency. In my in.lt ruc- 
tions to Mr. Br i flow, written with a fuller and recent ex- 
perience, I expreffed thofe doubts in terms, affigning 
many ftrongreafons for entertaining them, and concluded 
with recommending the fubject to his enquiry, but with- 
out venturing to give him any inftructions concerning it. 
Mr. Briftow, in a letter which he wrote on the 12th De- 
cember, profefledly intended as a detail of his t ran factions 
and intentions refpedting the execution of my inftructions, 
adopts all my conclufions ; and adds to them other ar- 
guments, much ftropger, againit the inftitution of Adaw- 
lets ; and fo mueh\ftronger, that thefe alone ought to 
have deterred him from attempting it. He clofes the 
fubject with the following words : 

■ . K a "I would. 
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" I would, howeveJ! propofe, that Moulavy Mobcin, 
" the man recommended by Mr. Middleton, mould con- 

" tinue with the name of Suddcr ul Huck ; and when 
" regularly (hall be introduced into other branches of the 
" government, the extenfion of his power will form part 
*' of the plan," 

Thefe are the authorities which Mr. Briftow quotes 
from his attempt to introduce the eftablifhment of his 
plan, whatever it was, for the administration of juftice ; 
and- they are inferted at full length in the third number of 
the appendix to his letter. I appeal to the fame authori- 
ties, for the proof that I gave him no instructions to in- 
ftitute courts of juftice; and that he had therefore no 
authority to attempt' it ; that he himfeif declared it to be 
improper; and by his own interpretation of my inftruc- 
tions, gave them the force of orders prohibiting any fuch, 
attempt ; that by fuch a declaration, concluding with a 
recommendation to fuffer the nominal appointment to fub- 
fiit, without any fubftantial application of it, he certainly 
intended to convey to me the affurance inevitably implied 
by it, that he would himfeif attempt nothing beyond the 

' appointment; and that, by attempting it, he has confe- 
quently been guilty of the double charge of difobedience 
of orders and deception. 

I have now gone through the examination of the charges 
againft Mr. Briftow, and of his anfwers to them, accord- 
ing to the order in which he has himfeif arranged them. 
1 lhall not attempt, by any recapitulation of them, to 
point out the ftrength of the former, or the infufficiency 
of the latter. I lhall leave both to make their own im- 
preffion ; and doubt not that they will necefiarily produce, 
in the minds of others, a conviction which they have 
produced in my own, that the truth of every charge 
againft Mr. Briftow is either pofi lively or preemptively 
eftablifhed, even by the authorities which he has himfeif 
produced to refute them. 

I myfelf am perfonally aggrieved by Mr. Briftow's con- 
duct and pretentions. Every accumulation of his guilt 
is doubled by the attempt to fix the original charge of it 
upon me. In his declarations to the Nabob Vizier, to 
the Miniftef, and even in his addreffes to the Board, he 
appeals to my inftructions, as the rule and warrant of his 
actions. Todifprove this, I need only to appeal to my 
inftructions themfelves : thefe had one effential object,— 
the difcharge of the arrears due from the Nabob Vizier 
to the Company, with his growing debt ; and every article 
of them had a regard either to the means of rendering, 
this effectual, or to the cautions requifite in the exercife 
of an unavowed influence, in the place of a lawful autho- 
rity. 
agnized by Google 
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rtty. The means by which our government acquired this 
influence, and its right to exercife it, will require a pre- 
vious explanation : both originated in our connection with 
the Nabob SujaDowla. I found him a dependant on the 
Company, or rather on the Commander in Chief of the 
army. Under the authority of the Council of which I 
was the president, in the year 1773, I concluded a treaty 
with him, which left him optionally free, but virtually 
dependant on our government, by the reciprocal obliga- 
tions of it, which on our part confined in military aflift- 
ance whenever he demanded it ; and on his, the payment 
of a monthly fubfidy for the expences attending it. He 
remained the abfolute fovereign of his own dominions -, 
and whenever he found the prefence of our army, or the 
afcendant of our alliance, too powerful for his eafe or 
dignity, he might free himfelf from both, by the difmif- 
&on of the former. But the neceffity of his affairs ren- 
dered it unfafe or inconvenient to part with it, as was 
evinced by the experiment of a few months, in which 
the army was remanded to our frontier, and again re- 
called for his fervicej and thus its attachment to htm, 
and the kind of tribute which he paid for the ufe of it, 
were rendered permanent, but in fuch a mode, as con- 
duced to his intercft and fafety, without a diminution of 
perfonal confequence. He was himfelf the inftrument 
of forming this relation ; he left the advantages of it j he 
experienced nothing humiliating in the fuperiority of the 
part alfigned to our government in it ; and in the more 
interval which followed the conftruftion of it, two rich 
and extenfive members were added to his paternal domi- 
nions, befides that which he acquired with it. Let me 
add, without the imputation of afluming too much felf- 
confequence, that my perfonal behaviour to him was {in- 
variably marked by a ftudied refpect. In public, I ad- 
drelTed him as my acknowledged (uperior ; in private, for 
only one perfon was ever privy to our conferences, I made 
my demands in firm but decent language ; exacted his 
compliance, by ftating the grounds of our mutual neccf- 
fities, without either concealment or exaggeration ; and 
obtained, with his chearfu! and moil willing conceffion, 
the beft accewon of a new dominion, a portion of the 
wealth of a valuable and remote territory, without the 
burthen of its adminiftratjon. He parted from me con- 
tented j and if I may trull to thofe'aflurances which my 
ftation may be fufpe&ed to have extorted from private 
adulation, he publicly and frequently acknowledged the 
obligations which he owed to me ;•, and even in his 
laft moments recurred to tbem, in (he line of conduct 
K 3 which 
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which he recommended to his fon and iucceflbr, the pre- 
fent Nabob Aflbf u' Dowla. 

With his death a new political fyftem commenced, 
and Mr. Briftow was conftituted the itiftrument of its 
formation, and trutlee for the management of it. The 
Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah was deprived of a large part of 
his inheritance, I mean the province of Benares, attach- 
ed by a very feeble and precarious tenure to our domi- 
nions ; the army fixed to a permanent ftation in a remote 
line of his frontier, with an augmented and perpetual 
fubfidy ; a new army, amphibioully compofed of troops 
in his fervjce and pay, commanded by Englifti officers of 
our own nomination, for the defence of his new con- 
quers ) and his own natural troops annihilated or alie- 
nated by the ini'ufficiency of his revenue for all his dif- 
burfements, and the prior claims of thofe which our au- 
thority or influence commanded ; in a word he became a 
vaffal of the government : but he ltill poflefled an often- 
fible fovercignty, his tilulat rank of Vizier of the empire 
rendered him a confpicuous object, of view to all the 
ftates and chiefs of India ; and on the moderation and 
juttice with which the Britifh government in Bengal ex- 
ercifed its influence over him, many points moft elfential 
to its political ftrength, and to the honour of the Bntiih 
name, depended. 

This is not a place, nor have I room in it, to prove 
What I fhall here content myfelf with affirming, that by 
a facred and undeviating obfervance of every principle of 
public faith, the Britiih dominion might have by this 
. time acquired the means of its extenfton, through a vir- 
tual fubmiffion to its authority, to every region of Hin- 
doftan and Deccan. 1 am not fure that I thou Id advife 
fuch" a delign, were it practicable, which at this time it 
certainly is not ; and I very much fear that the limited 
formation of fuch equal alliances as might be ufeful to 
our prefent condition, and conduce to its improvement, 
is become liable to almoft unfurmountable difficulties. 
Every power in India muft wilh for the fupport of ours, 
but they all dread the connection. 

The fubje£tio* of Bengal, and the deprivation of the 
family of Jaffier Ally Cawn, though an effect of inevi- 
table necefiity, the prefent ufurpations of the rights of 
the 1 Nabob Wafla'r Jau, in the Carnatic, and the licenti- 
ous violations of the treaty exifting between the Company 
and the Nabob Nizam ul Dowla, though checked by the 
remedial interpofition of this government, (land as ter- 
rible precedents againfl us. The effects of our connec- 
tion with the Nabob Aflbf o Dowla had a rapid tendency 
tp the lame conferences, and it has been my invariable. 
' ' ftudy 
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ftudy to prevent it, by the removal or reftriftion of every 
authority or influence derived from our government which 
interfered with his, and by the promife of whatever means 
I might poffefs for withdrawing chat interpofition of it in 
the internal management of his affairs, which we exer- 
cifed in the alignments made of portions of his revenue 
for the payment of the Company's debts, whenever he 
mould either have difcharged them, or could afford a fe- 
curity for their payment. It is not unknown to the 
members of the Board, who compofed it in the beginning 
of the year 1781, how much it was my wifli, even then, 
to return on a new commiffion to the refidence of the 
Nabob of Owd, provided I could beentrufted with powers 
to make fuch an accommodation, for his finances were 
daily diminishing; the prefence of the reprefentative of 
our government enfeebled that of the Nabob in its exe- 
cutive acts, and all the provinces of his dominions were 
gradually finking into decline, the leproach of which, 
even from our own countrymen, was call upon our go- 
vernment as the caufe of it. 

Unfortunately, the Nabob Vizier wanted the requifite 
talents for bufinefs. His underftanding, though far un- 
der-rated in the common opinion of it, was deficient ia 
many other requifite qualities of government j but it was 
united with a gentlenefs of manners, a fufceptibility of 
kindnefs, and a pliancy of will, which might, in proper 
hands, conftitute an equivalent to them. It was in my 
reliance on the effect of thefe qualities that I folicited, 
and in their effect obtained from him, in return for my 
conceflions, his agreement to the admiffion of the affift- 
ance-of the Refident, in the charge then fpecially given 
to his minifter, of his finances and public d i (bur fern ents, 
Diflatisfied with the conduct of Mr. Middleton, the Re- 
fident to whom this charge was firft committed, and of 
his deputy, Mr. Johnfon, to whom he delegated it, I ■ 
formed the refolutioir of naming Mr. Briftow to it in 
■ their (lead. To this I had various and powerful induce- 
ments. The firft and principal was, the reiterated order 
of the court of Directors for his appointment : fecondly, 
the wifli of the other members of the Council urging it : 
thirdly, their declarations of uniting to fupport my au- 
thority, and other concurrent circumitances removing the 
objections which had hitherto oppofed it : fourthly, a re- 
liance on the perfonal gratitude of Mr. Briltow, for my 
optional nomination of him to fo important a truft : and, 
fifthly, his aflurances, and a pledge given me for the 
performance of them, in which I then repofed a religious 
confidence : — I propufed, and the Board agreed to bis ap- 
pointment, leaving it to me to give his instructions. Thefe 
£ 4 were 
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were accordingly delivered, firft verbally, but accompa- 
nied with heads in writing for his remembrance, in a dif- 
courfc which occupied four hours of my time, when I 
was yet too ill to write, and they were afterwards dictated, 
for I continued unable to write them j And having receiv- 
ed the approbation of the Board, they were tianfmitted 
to him on the 24th of October. I have detailed the pre— 
cefs of this affair to (hew, at leaft, the Improbability of 
Mr. Briftow's mifunderftanding my intentions reflecting 
the line of conduct which he was to purfue, if thefe were 
really contrary to that which he did adopt. Hitherto the 
Refident had never interfered beyond advice and perfua- 
fion. 1 myfelf never affected a higher claim ; nor had I 
a fufpicion that Mr. Briftow would go beyond it ; it 
therefore never occurred to me. to guard againft it. On 
the contrary, I will freely confefs, and I am afhamed of 
it, I yielded to him an implicit confidence. As to my 
inftructions, and their real objects, I affirm, that they 
have been wholly neglected j nor has jny ufc been made 
of them but to pervert them to defigns of which I know 
not the authority, nor can devife any other end but pri- 
vate rapacity. In one inftance, indeed, he may appear to 
conform to them, which is in his difagreements with the 
minister, with whole conduct I was certainly much offend- 
ed on the occafions which had afforded me fomuch offence 
againft Mr. Middlcton ; and I therefore warned him to 
keep a watchful eye on Hyder Beg Cawn, and I fpoke of 
him in terms which marked great diftruft of his princi- 
ples, and diftike of his character. Whether I was right 
or wrong in my judgment, I will not now attempt to de- 
termine: I certainly erred in the unreferved manner in 
which I communicated it, fince it has been fo frequently 
and powerfully retorted upon me : but Hyder Beg Cawn 
is not the object of this difcuffiom. Let his former con- 
duct have been what it would, it will not. juftify Mr. 
Briftpw in acts done confequent to. it, and independent 
of it. Let his prefent conduct be what it will, it will 
not warrant Mr. Briftow's ufurpation of an authority 
which was never entruftcd to him, and irt.the commiffion 
of infults and indignities to a foyereign prince, united 
by treaty to the Company and to the Britifh nation. 
There is not a fyllabje of my inftructions which will ad- 
mit of a conftruction of a power to affume any authority 
whatever in the administration of the Nabob Vizier. The 
only paflage which I find, in a recent fearch, t,o bear any 
thing like a tendency to it, is the clofe of the 13th Ar- 
ticle; iq which, fpeaking of the dangerous abufe which 
the Beegums had made of their Jagheers, I direct him to 
rempnftrate in the ftrpngeft terms againft their reftoration, ; 

and, 
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and I add, that he " muft- not permit it until this govern- 
*' ment (hall have information of it j" but how far even 
this exprcffion was from conveying the idea of his exer- 
cising an authority over the Nabob, will be demonftrated 
by the expreffecr purpofe of the communication, in the 
words immediately following ; viz. " and /hall have had 
*' time to intirpofe its influence fcr the prevention of it." 
This extraci will (hew, that in a cafe which I deemed of 
the utmoft confequence to the fafcty of the Nabob's do- 
minions, and of our political interefts, in this inftance 
more nearly than any other connected with it, I did not 
conceive that even the Governor-general and Council, in 
their collective capacity, had a right to interfere with 
authority ; but could only make ufe of the means of per- 
fu all on, or, as it isexpreflbd " to interpofe their influence," 
for preventing the evils which we fuppofed ; and can it 
be believed, that I fljould invert Mr. Briftow with powers 
of which I difavowed the ufe myfelf, and denied the 
exercife of them to the adminiilration of which I was the 
fir ft member ? 

The article refpecting the Nabob Vizier begins with 
an injunction " to fhidy, on every occasion, to conciliate 
*' his good-will, and to fhew him every oftenflble and 
** external mark of refpeCt." 1 exprefled " my hope, 
*' that he would not find it difficult to make the Nabob 
** himfelf the mover of every aCt neceiTary, whether for 
** the advancement of his own interefts, or the difcharge 
** of his debt to the Company." I recommended to him 
to endeavour to win the Nabob's confidence from Hyder 
BegCawn; and I remember ufmg this, or a very like 
exprcffion, in my verbal inftrucrions . — " Be you his mi- 
" nifter, and make yourfelf his advocate, and the vindi- 
** cator of his rights, if his prefent miniiter (hall injure 
" them." And I ftriCtly enjoined a preference of the 
Nabob's claim to the fum allotted to his pcrfonal expences 
before any other, little imagining that this claufe would 
be perverted to a virtual but effectual deprivation of the 
ufe of it. 

The advice which I thus pointedly recommended to 
Mr. Briftow was fuch as I fhould have purfucd myfelf, 
had I been in his fituation, and with a well-grounded 
expectation of fucceeding in attaining the prefcribed ob- 
jects of it; for I have myfelf experienced what might be 
effe£ted by conciliation in Situations the fame as his, and 
in others not diffimilar from it, and on minds more diffi- 
cult than the meek fpirit of the Nabob Afoph u Dowlah ; 
for I never found either the acute ap pre hen lions and quick 
fufceptibiljty of Mcer Coffiru, nor the pride and manly 
(enfe of the Nabob Suja Dowla, unpenetrable to argu- 
ments 
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mentsa pp lied to their interefts, and delivered with truth 
and plain dealing, which were all the arts I ever ufed in 
my political negociations. 

But I have a further proof, and an unanfwerable one, 
that I never had, nor could have had, any defign in any 
commiffion given to Mr. Briftow, either hoftile to the 
Nabob Vizier, or offenfive to his feelings, without fuch 
a proflirtacy of character as muft have Deen marked by 
the whole tenor of my life according with it. When \ 
mentioned, to Mr. Briftow my intention of appointing 
him to the tendency of Lucknow, I at the fame time in- 
formed him, that I could not yet effect it, until I had 
an aflu-rance that it would be acceptable to the' Nabob. 
Vizier, not knowing whether, from former tranfaSions, 
the Nabob might not have a perfon a) exception to him ; . 
and I therefore directed him to apply by letter totheNa- 
feob himfelf for his cogent. Mr. Briftow did write to 
him accordingly. I alfo caufed Govind Ram, the Nabob's 
Vakeel, to apprize his mafter that the- application was 
made with my knowledge, and with my wifti that it might 
prove effectual, if the Nabob had not the objection which 
I had apprehended ; and left he might-be induced, by his. 
remembrance of the intercft by which Mr. Briftow's for- 
mer appointment had been before made, to object to it 
on a principle of delicacy to myfelf, I defired Rajah Go- 
vind Ram to allure him, that Mr. Briftow fhould receive 
his appointment from my own choice, not by the impo- 
sition of any authority contrary to if; but I abftained 
from any Hired communication of thefe fentiments, that 
the Nabob might be the freer in his decifton upon the 
propofition fubroitted to him. I have already alluded to, 
this tranfaction in a minute, dated the feventh of March 
1 783, and dictated on a different occafion, and with other, 
particulars, which are here omitted. — Mr. Briftow will 
not deny tbe fact, as I have related it; and Mr. Mac- 
pherfon will poffibly recollect it. 

Is-is poflible that I could have ufed fo much delicacy, 
and affected fuch a tendernefs towards the Nabob, if I 
meant to fend a tyrant to rule over him ? 

I fliali forbear to fpeak my apprehenfions of the con- 
fequenccs, if it lhall be finally refolved by the njembers 
of this Board, that Mr. Briftow (hall be formally vefted 
with the power of ruling the dominions appertaining to 
the Nabob Afoph u Dow! a, and guaranteed to him. againft 
all invaders, by a facred treaty, by which the faith and 
honour of the Britifh nation, and not the Company alone, 
are pledged to maintain it. A fyftem of fuch controul 
cannot lubfift on constructive powers; and if the Board 
do not notify to Mr. Briftow the declaration which I have 
. made, 
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made, *f the revocation of thofe which he received from 
me, and which he has grofsly abufed, I ifca!l ; and at 
bis peril let him dare hereafter to quote them, as contain- 
ing the authority for his actions. Thofe wbo abet him 
in his conduct ought to prefcribe to him the rule of it. 
When I am made acquaintd wi^h that rule, I will record 
my opinion of it.— Would to God I could prevent it, and 
the dreadful confequences which, however qualified, muft 
attend the exercife of any dominion built on fuch a foun- 
dation, and committed to fuch a ruler ! 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
A true Copy. 

E. Hay, 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Department. 



Fort William^ 7.0tb Ofloler ijSy 

To the Honourable Court of Direflvri of tht Honourable, 
United Beft India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 

I HEREBY make my appeal to your honourable 
Court, from the ails of this government, on an occafion 
which highlv concerns the interefts of the Company, and 
the honour and faith of the Britifh name. The fubje& 
is two-fold, and confifts, firir, in a feries of charges, 
preferred by the Nabob Vizier, and his minifter Hyder 
Beg Cawn, againft Mr. Briftow, your Refident at the 
Court of Lucknow : and, fecondly, in an offer made by 
the Nabob Vizier of the fecurity of creditable Bankers, 
for the difcharge of his paft and growing debt to the 
Company; and accompanied with a conditional prayer, 
to be freed from the prefence and oppreffions of Mr. Brif- 
tow, and his affiltant Mr. Cqwper. 

MeflYs. Wheler, M'Pherfon, and Stables, have feve- 
rally acquitted Mr. Briftow of all the charges which were 
all edged againft him; and they have feverally rcfufed to 
accept the offer of the Nabob Vizier, and to comply with 
the prayer accompanying it. My opinion, on both points, 
Hands in direft contradiction to theirs. 

The proceedings on this affair have been already fwel- 
ed to fo enormous a fize, and I. have myfelf contributed 
fo largely to it in my examination of Mr. Bri flow's de- 
fence, that I Ihall deem it moft confident with the refpeel 
which I feel for the value of your time, to refer you to 
ttic minutes of Council which comprehend this fubjefl, 

and 
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and for that purpofe to enumerate them in the order la 
whi^h they may afford you the moft conne&ed informa- 



Treaty of Cbunar, dated 19th 
September 1781. — Vide Governor-general's 

narrative of the infur- 
icftion at Benares. 
Inftruflions to Mr. Middleton, 

23d September 1781 Do. 

Mr. Johnfon's recall from his of- 
fice at Lucknow — Secret Conf. 7th Sep- 
tember 1782. 
Mr. Middleton's recall, and Mr. 

Briftow's appointment — Public do. 23d Scpteiiib. 
Governor General's notification 
to the Board of his inftru&tons 
to Mr. Briftow ■ , Secret do. 24th October. 

N. B. Thefe inftruclions are entered on Secret Confuta- 
tions of 21ft April 1783. 

Governor General's minute, on 
the appointment of Mr. Fowke 
to the Refidentfliip at Benares 7th March 1783. 
Complaint againft Mr. Briftow 21ft April 1783. 
12th May. 
19th. 
aid. 
29th.- 
13th June. 
7th July. 
24th. 
28th. 
310. 

1 ith Auguft. 
Minutes of Mr. Wheler, dated 

24th Auguft — 28th. 

Do. — of Mr. Stables, dated 

30th Auguft — 4th September. 

Do. — of Mr. Macpherfon, 

3d September — Do. '* 

Do. — of Governor General, 

29th September — 29th. 

Do. — of Do. 

6th October — . 6th October. 
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Papers recorded with the above minute of the Governor 
General, viz. 

Letter from Major Palmer to the Governor-general, dated 

16th September 1783. - 

Letter from Major Palmer to the Governor-general, dated 

20th September 1783. . , 

Do. from Hyder Beg Cawn — Do. — received 27th. 
Minutes of Mr. Macpherfon and 

Stables, in anfwer to the Go- 

vernor-general's laft — Secret Conf. 13th Oft. 
Minute of the Governor-general 

in reply, dated nth October *3 tn - 

Papers recorded with this minute, viz. 

ift. Letter from the Governor- 

feneral to Hyder Beg Cawn, 
elivered to Mr. Briftow, with 
his inftru&ions, and with a 
power of delivering it to Hy- 
der Beg Cawn, or of fuppref- 
fing it, at his difcretion. 

ad. Information given by Rajah 
Gobind Ram to the Nabob Vi- 
aier on the occafion of Mr, 
Briftow's propofed appoint- 
ment. 

3d. Inffiruflions from Major Davy 
to Major Palmer, by order of 
the Governor-general, on the 
fame fubje£t, dated 6th Oftober. 

Minute of the Governor-general, 

dated 20th Oaober 1 — Secret Conf. lift Oft, 
recording his inflrufiions to 
Major Palmer, dated 6th May 
1783. 

Mr. Stables's minute of 24th Oc- 
tober, in anfwer to the Gover- 
nor-general of the 29th Sep- 
tember • ■ Secret Conf. a»ft Octo- 
ber 1783. 

Mr. Macpherfon's, in anfwer tp 
Do. — Do. 

The Governor-general's of the 2d 
November, in reply. ■ Do. 

Mr. Macpherfon's minute, re- 
cording correfpondence between 
Majgr Palmer and Mr. Cowper 25th. 

What 
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What may be the future procefs and iflue of this bii- 
linefs I cannot forefee ; I have borne a very painful and 
laborious part in it, and {hall continue to devote as much 
of my time and attention to the examination of the ma- 
terials which may be furnifiied in the profecution of it, 
as my other more urgent calls, if I can have any more 
urgent, and the impaired fiate of my constitution will 
allow. 

I fear, in every inftanec which may impel me to Speak 
of myfelf in any allufion to the relation of my office to 
your honourable Court, to err in the forms of refpect. I 
therefore befpeak your pardon, with the moft folemn af* 
fu ranee that I mean not to offend, for the too obvious 
fuggeftion implied in the following expostulation : Do 
not, honourable. Sirs, con fid er me as an object in the iflue 
of this reference. Your decifion upon it, at whatcvet 
period it may arrive, will be received by ah administra- 
tion with which I can have no concern ; and may I pre- 
fume to hope, that it will place the executive charge of 
your commands in the hands of a perfon who fliall be in- 
verted with the powers of the office, not difgraced as I 
have been with an unfubftantial title without authority, 
and with a refponfibility without the means of difcharg- 
ing it. May he at leaft pofieis fuch a portion of exclu- 
sive controul as may enable him to interfere with effect in 
occafions which may tend to the Sacrifice of your politi- 
cal credit ! This, whatever temporary convenience may 
dictate a different rule of conduct, applied to every va- 
riable contingency fo conltrued, will be found the only 
principle which can give permanency to your dominion. 
A belief, however warranted, of a contrary rule of policy 
influencing your affairs, has been the real and undoubted 
caufe of the late confederacy formed for your deftruc- 
tion, and of the confequent defolation of one great mem- 
ber of your ftate, and may (which God avert !) prova 
one hidden fgurce of its ultimate diffolution. -This doc- 
trine may be ill fuited to the character of a man whofe 
removal from office has been declared by high authorities 
necelTar.y to quiet the minds of the native princes of Hirt- 
doftan, and reftore their confidence in the faith, juftice, 
and moderation of the BritiSh nation. A few years wilt 
remove the veil of fa&ion which has caufed this illufion, 
and it will be known that all my a£ts have been regu- 
lated by the molt facred obfervance of treaties, and all 
my negociations with truth ; yet let me be what I may, 
I profefs the neceffity of juftice and good faith to the 
exigence of the national interefts in thefe kingdoms. 
Your honourable Court has proclaimed' it; one great 
member of the legislative body has folemaJy pronounced 

the 
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the fame doctrine, and the voice of the people is ready"to 
echo it ; yet it is, even with thefe great authorities, in- 
efficient, Since every man who is in the pofleflion of power 
to violate the national faith, and is impelled by the pro* 
vocations of ambition, avarice, or vengeance, Stronger 
than the restrictions of integrity and honour, may violate 
it with impunity. Your wifdom mav enforce, in partial 
applications, the rule which your juftice has generally* 
prescribed, and the terrors of parliamentary enquiries may 
deter gtofs and notorious abufes of it ; but until the legis- 
lative power of the nation (hall declare it capital in any 
of its Subjects to commit a breach of treaty, of to-invade 
any of the afcenained rights of nations, the great eft of 
all moral enormities, by which the fate of millions may 
be clofed, and States doomed to annihilation, wil^l remain 
protected by the law of England from the effect of that 
juftice which dooms to death the meancft invader of pri- 
vate property • 

I cannot conclude this addrefs without exprefling my 
concern for the interest and character of a man whom I 
have proved, unfortunately, though unintentionally, the 
instrument of involving in a conteft which threatens to 
terminate, in his ruin, however upright his intentions may 
have been, or however laudable in their profecution— I 
allude to my military Secretary, Major Palmer, whofe ac- 
cidental prefence at the Court of Lucknow fumiihed the 
occaflon to the Nabob Vizier and his minister, of tranf- 
mitting -through the channel of his letter their complaints 
againft Mr. Briftow. For the ground of his original 
deputation, I beg leave to refer you to my instructions, 
which will be found among the numbers of the packet; 
fent by this dispatch 1 and for the part which he has borne, 
in relation to the complaints, to his letter, alSo inferted 
a number in the fame packet. Thefe will afford addition- 
al and (if I do not view them with too partial a judg- 
ment) inconteflible proofs of the delicacy which 1 have 
both obSeryed in my own conduct to the Nabob, the Na- 
bob Vizier, and in that which I have prefcribed to others ; 
and how little I merit the reproach of that lavage treat- 
ment of him which Mr. Briftow has pretended to ground 
on my authority. 

Allow me to atteft, that with an intimate knowledge 
of Major Palmer's character,' acquired and . improved by 
an intercourfe of many years, I do not know a man who 
poffeffes a truer fenfe of honour, a more benevolent heart, 
a more candid Spirit, or more gentle manners ; and I 
believe that this is his character in the eltim.it ion of all 
who know him. 

Thofe 
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Thofe whofe defigns and actions have been drawn from 
their concealment by the means in which Major Palmer 
participated, will avail t h em f elves of fpecious and general 
maxims to brand him with the character of an incendiary 
and an informer. Had he refuted to aft the part which 
be has done; had he, my avowed and confidential mini- 
ster, profeffing himfelf attached to me by the ftrongeft 
ties of friendthip, been an eye witnefs of deeds which 
itamped my character with infamy, and deftroyed the cre- 
dit and faith of the government which he ferved, and had 
allowed the cold precepts of that felf-ihtereft which is 
fometimes denominated prudence, to influence bis fup- 
preffion of them, I on my part fhould have detcfted him 
as a monfter of ingratitude, falfefhood, and infidelity. 
On which fide was he, in fuch an alternative, to have 
made his option ? To the juftice of your honourable 
Court, and to the breaft of every virtuous and* honourable 
man, I fafely appeal for the reply. 

I have the honour to be, 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your moft obedient, 
and faithful fervant, 

WARREN HASTINGS. 

Minutes of Mr. Mdepherftm, Mr. Stab!es t and Mr, HaJHngs t 
in Confutations, lift O&ober 1783. 

Mr. Macpberfon, Oflober 20th. 

I have perufed the Govern or- general's minute, deli- 
vered in Council the 30th September. For the prefent I 
will only take notice of thofe parts of it which point par- 
ticularly at myfelf, and the public irate of the queftion. 

The Govern or -general has been plea fed to fuppofe, 
that I had either written or cerreded Mr. Briftow's letter 
to the Board, tranfmitted with his defence. To Mr. 
Haft i ngs I fliall only reply, that he is miftaken in this 
opinion. The compliments which he pays to the ftyle 
and temper of the letter are flattering ; but if they do not 
fall to the avowed writer, I know not who has a right to 
claim them. 

As Major Palmer has, upon another occafion, fuppofed 
that 1 tranfmitted to Mr. Briftow copies of the minutes 
of the members of this Board, or of other public papers, 
on the fubject of the accufations againlt him, Idenrethat 
Mr. Briftow and Mr. Cowper may be called upon to make 
a declaration, to the truth of which they will hereafter 
be ready to atteft upon oath, in the prefence of a proper 
magirtrate, " whether I wrote or corrected, or in any 
« jhape computed the letter that accompanied Mr. Brif- 
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** tow's defence ; or whether I ever, through any com- 
. ** muni cation, direft from myfclf, or indirect through 
*' others, tranfmitted to them copies of what any other 
*' member of the Board, or of what I myfelf have written 
" upon the fubjeft of the charges againft Mr. Briftow, or 
" his defence." 

My objeft in making, this proportion is not fo much to 
riifprove what a plain negative can anfwer, as to (hew 
how very different my proceeding has been in this bufinefs ; 
it has been fuch as is entitled to the real approbation of 
the Govern or- general. 

As to thedifterence of my proceeding m the refpeftive 
cafes of Mr. Johnfon and Mr. Briftow, I (hall leave it to 
the public records to place it in its proper light. 

The re-eftablifhrnent of the French power in India, 
without any reftridtion as to the military force they are to 
keep at Chandernagore renders it, according to my ideas, 
particularly neceflary for this government to continue 
their Refident at Oude, and to maintain a refpeftable force 
in that frontier. 

But I mean not to enter into a difcuffion upon this or 
any new ground, to fiicw the advantage to the public 
from the eftablifliment of a Refident at Oude. The 
meafure has been long adopted, and is now rendered more 
indifpenfablc, from the late dire&ions of the Court of 
Dire&orf. 

I fliould at the fame time be extremely happy to fee an 
ad mini Oration eftablilhed at Oude, 'and with every one of 
our country dependant allies, that would preclude as 
mirch as poflible the internal interference of our agents 
with the affairs of their countries. Such an interference 
it will ever be difficult to keep within thofe bounds which 
fecure the profperity of the natives, and the regulation 
of the country, from the effects of opposite and clashing 
Authority. 

Had the Vizier and his miniiler been found competent to 
fecure the peace and good management of the Nabobfliip of 
Oude, on the bottom and principles of the Chunar treaty, 
it would not have been found neceftary to have Charged 
Mr. Brrftow with the powers whlth his inftru&ions gave 
him, and which bound him at kail to attempt to introduce 
x new and abetter fyftem. 

His reprefentations to the Board, of the ftate in which 
he found the country, of bis expectations and endeavour) 
(o carry through the expecttd arrangements',' and of the 
difficulties that lay in his way; thefe reprefentadons, 
which the Board received in detail, without any difap- 
probation of his proceedings, and mare particularly the 
independence which he maintained againft a minifter. 

Vol. II. L whofc 
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whofe influence exiftcd in the abufes complained of, were 
the grounds upon which Mr. Briftow appeared to have 
been entitled to fupport. 

But Ihould it hereafter appear that Mr. Briftow, inftead 
of being entitled to fuch fupport, has endeavoured to 
pervert the inftructions and authority with which he was 
charged to the purpofes of private rapacity, he can no 
longer merit countenance; and I fincercly believe that 
he will meet with none from any member of the Board. 
There is an exprelEon in the .Governor-general's minute, 
which, though it does not charge Mr. Briftow with any 
act of private rapacity, intimates, that his inftructions 
may be perverted to fuch. If it does not, I have mif- 
underflow! it. 

Had the majority of the Board directed Mr. Briftow, 
in confequence of his rcprefentations againft Hyder Beg 
Cawn, .to urge the Vizier to remove that minifter, and 
make him account for his paft adminiftration ; had they 
directed the Refident, in confequence of the oppofitions 
he met with, to infill on reformations, which rau ft have 
diverted the Vizier and his adminiftration of much of their 
wonted authority, they might be charged with proceeding 
with violence. 

But, in the prefent fituation of affairs at Lucknow, the 
Refident of this government does not appear to me to be 
fupported in the exercife of any fuch oppreffive controul. 

On the contrary, his official rcprefentations tend to 
{hew that the Vizier's adminiftration hardly treats him 
with the attention that is clue to his office, much lefs 
with the refpeft which ever accompanies power in this 
country. 

(Signed) M'P. 

A true copy. 

E. Hay, 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Dept. 

Mr. Stables. 24th Oft. 1783, 

1 beg leave to offer the following remarks on the Go- 
vernor- general's minute of date the 29th o,f laft month, 
for the consideration of the Court of Directors, and in 
juftification of my own conduct. 

On my arrival in Calcutta, in November 1782, 1 found 
that Mr. Briftow had been appointed Refident at the court 
of Oude in September preceding! I have no knowledge 
of this gentleman, nor have I ever feen him. 

When the Governor-general prefented to the Board the 
complaints of the Nabob Vizier and his minifter Hyder 
Beg Cawn, againft the public reprefentative of this go- 
vernment at his court, which the Governor-general had 
V received 
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received at different periods prior to their being commu- 
nicated to the Board, I immediately pcrufed the former 
proceedings on the fubject, and efpecially the inftructions 
dictated by the Governor-general himfelf to Mr. Middle- 
ton the late, and Mr. Briftow the prefent, Refident ; in- 
ft ructions directing meafures to be purfued of a general, 
ftrong, and extenfive nature. Thefe inftructions were, 
I conceive, for his conduct at the court of Afuph Ul 
Bowlah, a prince of very doubtful private character, and 
avowedly known to be labouring under the molt abject 
fubject ion to his minifter, Hyder Beg Cawn, who is alio 
painted in very ftrong colours in thefe very instructions, 
which I earneftly recommend to the attentive perufa! of 
the Court of Directors. To have recalled Mr. Briftow, 
wtiofe conduct was highly commendable and meritorious 
when he acted in the fame capacity in the year 1775 and 
1776, on the fimple allegations and intrigues of fuch cha- 
racters, I conceive would be destructive to the public 
intercft, and render our government contemptible. After 
re-conftdcring this fubject, and after an attentive re-pe- 
rufa) of the inflections for Mr. Briltow's conduct, I 
adhere to the fentiments I before delivered in my minutes 
of the 19th and 2ad of May, 31ft of July, and 4th of 
September, without any apprehenfion that I fhall be num- 
bered among the oppreubfs of the princes in India.. 

I cannot pafs unnoticed the following expreffion in the 
Goyernor-general's minute : — " As. to my intentions, 
" and their real objects, I affirm that they have been 
" wholly neglected, nor has any ufe been made of them, 
** but to pervert them to deftgns of which I know not the 
*' authority, nor can devifc any other end, but private 
" rapacity." This expreffion, I imagine, alludes to the 
conduct of Mr. Briftow, although no fact is brought in 
fupport of fuch an infinuatton. I can only obferve for 
the prefent, that if, upon fufficient proof, the Refident 
inall be convicted of private rapacity, I fliall deem him 
unworthy of the truft committed to his charge, and fhall 
readily vote with the Governor-general for his recall. 
The Governor- general thinks himfelf aggrieved by Mr. 
Briftow'i continual appeal to his inftructions as the rule 
and warrant of his conduct : 1 beg leave to premife, 
without wifliing to offend, or having a ddire to diminiflj 
the powers legally veiled in the executive member of this : 
adminiftration, that the inftructions to the Refident at 
the court of Oude, when read and approved by the mem- 
bers of the Board, became the inftructions of the Board 
it large, and not of the Governor-general as an indivi- 
dual ; and that until they are revoked or annulled by a 
majority of the Board, I conceive the Refident is justified 
hi in 
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in quoting them as authority for his conduct. At the 
fame time, if there are any reformations or regulations en- 
joined in the in ft ructions, which are not neceffary for the 
correction of the enormous abufes that are loo well known 
to prevail in the Nabob Vizier's country, I (ball cheer- 
fully concur with the other members of the Board is 
altering them. 

Refpecting what is delivered in the Governor-general's 
minute, wherein be folemnly declares, thaf the powers of 
this government are not in his hands, nor exercifed by 
the principles which he profefTes, I fhall be totally filent, 
fubmitting the fame entirely to the decifion of the Court 
of Directors | to whofe judgment, with refpect and de- 
ference, I appeal, and who, I truft and hope, will think 
it abfolutely neceffary to order a thorough and compleat 
investigation into the whole of the tranfactions at the 
court of Uude, refpecting the Nabob Vizier and hit mU 
sifter. 

A true copy, 

E. Hay, 

Acting Sec. to the Secret Dept. 

Governor-general. zd Nov. 1783. 

Mr. Sttbles's minute, dated the 14th of October, and 
Mr. Macpherfon's, dated the 20th, were delivered to me 
by the Secretary ( the firft on the 27th, and the 1 aft oil 
the z8tb of the fame month, being the fame days on which; 
I understand them to have been received. I mall make 
aome obfervatinns on both. 

It is in the firft place incumbent on me to clear Major 
Palmer frorri the offence of having intentionally caft any 
refle&ion on a member of the Hoard, by a fuppofttion of 
bis having. transmitted to Mr. Briftow the charges which 
had been preferred againft him. Major Palmer intimated 
this in a familiar note, written on an occafion obviouily 
leading to it, add to a: roan ft an ding in the relation of an 
intimate friend : it ought not to Have pafied- the breaft of 
this friend, nor would it have been made public, but for 
1 the disingenuous, uf* which he made of it. • At the fame 
time I will fo far juftify Major Palmer by my own tefti- 
mony, as to declare that 1 did myfelf expert that Mr, 
Macpherfon would: apprize Mr. Briftow of the charges ; 
and as it was written by Mr. Briftow's recriminatory letter 
of 13th of May laft, that he had received early notice of 
them from fome channel, I did as naturally conclude that 
the information reached him through that of Mr. Mac* 
pherfon, but did not in that infoncc impute to hint any 
breach of official truft. 
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I arn happy that I can undeceive Mr- Macpberfon in 
the opinion which he hat entertained of the new rights 
derived to the French from' the preliminary treaty. The 
13th article, which prefcribes the mode of their return to 
Bengal, limply reftores them to the privileges which they 
before held with their former poffeffions, but exprefles no 
new conditions added to them ; nor can they, by any 
conftruJlion, lay claim to any not cxprefled ; for this ar- 
ticle is not, as others are, reciprocal, but binding on our 
nation only for the allowance of the French to their re- 
ad mifEon into a territory of Britifh jurifdidtion. But 
whatever ground there may have been for a contrary fup- 
poikion, it is now removed beyond all reach of argument, or 
portability of doubt, by the exprefs authority of the Court 
of Directors, in their circular letter of the 6th of March, 
in which they declare in terms, that " by this ftipulation 
" no intention is entertained on the part of France, to 
•' crcdi a fortification, or to introduce a force which can 
" give juft caufe of alarm to our government, the in- 
*« tended eftablifyment being entirely commercial." As 
little ground is there, on the other hand, for any appre- 
henfion of a confederacy of the powers of the French and 
the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlab againft.this government. 
The refpect which I bear to Mr. Macpher, Ton's talents wilt 
not allow me to believe, that he would deliberately ufe 
this as an argument, or that he would have applied it , 
even in diltant allujion, but at it was required to give 
effect to one of greater force. As juftly may the govern- 
ment of Fort St. George deprive the Nabob Wallajau of 
his inheritance, left he fiiould unite his arms to thofe of 
the French at Pondicherry. The condition of both 
princes is equally deftitute, and equally opprefted, and the 
humiliation of their remonftrances fhews them to be 
equally hopelefs of any redrefs, but in the mercy of their 
oppreffors. _ 

Another reafon urged for continuing the cftabliftiment 
of a Refident at Oude is, that ** the meafure has been 
" long adopted." I have been long accuflomed to war 
wjth words : the Refident whom 1 nrlr appointed wis 
placed there for the purpofes of maintaining the good un- 
derftanding which had recently taken root between the 
two governments, and of guarding that of Oude againft 
vexation from that of our s— it is an abufe of terms to 
plead the right or neceflity of prefcription for the conti- 
nuance of an office which exifts only in the name, but 
with its original powers and objects inverted. 

" I am ignorant of any late directions from the Court 

" of Directors, by which ihe meafure is now rendered 

" more indifpenfablc." They have indeed prefcribed the 

t 3 payment 
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payment of the penfions affigned to the Begums through 
the Rclident, and an afylum to be granted to them if they 
require it, in our provinces. Both, purpofes can be as 
completely and eaftly fulfilled without a Refident as with 
one, fince there mull be fome office or channel for the 
receipt of much larger fums from the Nabob Vixier than 
the Begums penfions, and for the grant of an afylum to 
them in our own provinces. The command of the Court 
of Directors, without any other intervention, would be 
fufficientj and the Nabob, in the cafe of neceffity fup- 
pofed to require it, would be as glad to be freed from them 
as they to leave him. 

What follows in the minute now under examination, 
involves apofition not affirmed, but too pointedly marked 
to be mined. It is that, " the internal interference of 
*' our agents with the affairs of the countries of our coun- 
" try dependent allies," is neceffary to their better admi- 
nistration. This pofition, which I have ftated in terms 
borrowed, but tranfpofed from the words of the minute, 
applies equally to the Nabob Wallajau as to Nabob Afoph 
ul Dowlah. Indeed the cafes arc too fimilar to admit of 
a principle refpefting one, that will not equally apply to 
both ; yet I did befieve that the fentiments of the mem- 
bers of this government were unanimous concerning the 
treatment fuffered by the former. 

When a doctrine is held which is contrary to the com- 
mon principles of moral, or even of political reditude, 
the refpe& which is due to the opinions of mankind, and 
the reverence which is due in a higher degree to authority, 
require both that there ihould be good and ftrong grounds 
for the deviation, and that they Ihould be clearly dc- 



mo nil rated. I know no grounds that wilt jufiify this, 
nor are any affigned ; and I may therefore alio, without 
affigning any reafon, in ftricr. rule, deny the right of any 



power or flate upon earth to ufurp the administration of 
another, becaufe it can better adminifterit than its proper 
administration. I alfo take upon me to deny that any 
advantages, whether reciprocal or feparate, of fuch an 
ufurpation, can compenfate for the injuries which will be 
fuftained by it in the effects of " oppofite and clashing 
" authorities," if thefe are allowed to exiftwith it, or to 
the facrifice of public faith, if it is declared and abfolute. 
- But neither is it allowable in the prefent cafe, on any; 
ground of specific engagement, though this is implied -by 
the following paragraph : — *• Had the Vizier and his mi- 
" nifter been found competent to ft cure the peace and 
M good management of the JJaboMhip of Owde, on the 
<« bottom and principles of the Chunar treaty, it would 
" not 'have been found neceffary to have charged Mr. 
'.*. Briftow, 
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** Briftow with the powers which his inftruflions gave 
11 him, and which bound him at leaft to attempt to intra- 
" duce a new and a better fyftem." 

What bottom ? — what principles of the Chunar treaty 
requires that Mr. Briftowfhould fecure the peace and good 
management of the Nabobfhip of Owde, and for thefe 
purpofes to exclude the authority of the.Nabob Vizier, 
and his minifter, as incompetent ?— I have proved, in 
Jong and detailed argument, that no fuch right, and much 
lefs obligation, was conveyed by the treaty, and iny ex- 
pofttions of it, in repeated letters and other declarations 
to the Nabob, made before Mr. Briftow's appointment, 
abfolutely difclaim it. —What powers was Mr, Briftow 
charged with in his inftruftions ? I have ufed many ar- 
guments to prove that I never gave, as I know beyond all 
power of argument that I never intended to give, to Mr, 
Briftow, any authority to exercife *' an internal inter- 
" ference in the affairs of the government of Owde.'' 
To thofe proofs I appeal, and with fome plea for com- 
plaint, that while thofe remain unanfwered, as I believe 
them to be unanfwerable, Mr. Briftow's powers, derived 
from my inftruftions, fhould ftill be quoted inallufion, as 
to a faacftablifhedand admitted. 

Though Mr. Macpherfon difclaims the intention of 
" entering into a difcuffion of any new ground, toflitw 
" the advantage to the public from the eftablifhment of a 
** Reftdent at Owde," yet I believe he has run over every 
ground, whether new or old, and both of expediency and 
of right, which could tend to juftify the eftabl iftiment 
and the continuation of it, viz. the danger of French 
intrigues, and of the power of the Nabob Vizier united 
with the French; prescription ; the late orders of the 
Court of Directors ; the incompetency of the administra- 
tion of the Nabob Vizier and of his minifter ; the treaty 
of Chunar j and Mr; Briftow's inftruttions ; — and to thefe 
I have fully and distinctly replied. 

I am now compelled, not unwillingly, to take notice 
of an argument urged in juflification of Mr, Briftow, 
which cfcaped my attention when I wrote my examina- 
tion of his defence,. This argument is ufed in the former 
minutes, and repeated in thofe now before me. I fball 
ftate it in Mr. Macpherfon's words : — 

" His reprefentations to the Board of the ftate in which 
" he found the country, of his expectations and endea- 
•* vours to carry through the expected arrangements, and 
*' of the difficulties that lay in his way ; thefe reprefen- 
" tations, which the Board received in detail, without 
" any difapprobation of his proceedings, and more par- 
" ticuiariy the independence which he maintained agaioft 
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" a minifter, whofc influence cxilted in the abufes com- 
" plained of, were the grounds upon which Mr. Briftow 
" appeared to have been entitled to fupoort." 

1 have already obferved, on-a Similar plea made by Mr. 
Briftow, concerning the appointment of Mahmud Beg, 
a trooper, to the Sezawclee of Furruckabad, that- " it was 
" very true that Mr.'Briftow had informed the Bo aid of 
" this appointment, and obtained the approbation of it ; 
" and fo ht- might of any other transaction, however 
" exceptionable, by fuppreffing every information which 
** could render it fuch." This is precifely the character 
of every representation which Mr. Briftow ever made to 
the Board, until he was apprized of the complaints which 
were written againft him. — His letters contain frequent 
references to meafures which he advifed, to plans which 
he recommended, and to acts requiring his participation, 
in whjch he acquiefced, at the folicitation of the Nabob, 
but not one which afforded the Board the flighted intima- 
tion of his ufing, or intending to ufe, his own authority. 
It was not till very late that I knew what had palled ; for 
the Nabob and his minifter ceafed to correfpond with me, 
and I had other cares which drew off my attention from 
that quarter. I naturally approved the letters, for. I Saw 
nothing in them to disapprove ; for however exceptionable 
his meafures were (to repeat my former words) he had 
precluded all objection, by the fuppreffion of every in- 
formation which could render them fuch. I will inftance 
one letter, becaufe it has been particularly mentioned by 
Mr. Stables, as producing the fuUeft warrant for his acts, 
by the detailed information given of them, and no dis- 
approbation of the Board following it. The truth is, 
that I knew no more of the contents of the letter than * 
Mr. Stables ; but bad it been laid before- the Board, in its 
proper time, I fhould have approved it ; for it conveyed, 
and with the moft guarded expreffyw, the con ft ruction of 
a line of conduct agreeing with. my own Sentiments, and 
diametrically oppoffte to that which he did actually ob- 
ferve, and for which he is now defended on the plea of 
expediency, the ground of his instructions, arid the right 
of treaty. 

The following extracts, from Mr. Briftow's letter to 
the Board, dated the 21ft of January 1783, which is that 
in queftion, will prove what I have advanced : 

" And I fball now Submit to your consideration tho 
" plans which 1 think it my duty to recommend to the 
*' Vizier." 

" I have procured an alignment in their favour for 
" nine lacks of rupees." 

Memorandum, 
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Memorandum. This is the affignment which Mr. 
Briftow is charged with having obtained, by com- , 
pelling the Minifter to iflue die Nabob's Shokas or 
mandates for them without his knowledge, and 
which the Nabob afterwards prevailed upon Mr. 
Briftow, by other facrifices, to withdraw and 
cancel. 

" This corps being likewtfe on the fpot, the Vizier 
" may in perfon review and mufter them, in which I 
" propofe having the honour to attend him." 

" I have procured certain funds for the payment? of his 
" corps, and fhall ftrongly recommend it to the Vizier 
" to- withdraw the detachments of his Raftelah from the 
" interior parts of the country, &c." 
, M I fhall, without further delay, advife the Vizier to 
" abolilh the pra&ifeof detaching troops in final 1 bodies." 

** The honourable Governor-general's commands of 
V 13d September 1781, directing that the Vizier fhould 
«< be advifed to abolifh the fyflem of alignments to his 
** Mootayena." 

" Probably the end of the year, as required, before 
" his Excellency will be able totally to aboljfh the fyftetn 
" of alignments. In fuch inftance, where it can beim- 
" mediately executed, 1 fball exert my endeavours to per- 
" fuade the Vizier no longer to poftppne Co ncceffary 9 
" meafure." 

" Unlefs the Vizier acts directly in the bufinefs, my 
" making the circuit of fuch difiritts as are the moft dc~ 
" ferving his attention, and deputing confidential agents 
" to the remainder, the evil would be a long time before 
" it could be completely remedied." 

** I hope the advantage to be derived from it will ap- 
" pear fo evident to his Excellency, that he will not only 
" lincerely and heartily affent to the meafure, but fupport 
*' it by every exertion of his authority." 

*' I now beg leave to fubmlt to your consideration the 
" heads of the plan which I have recommended to the 
" Vizier." 

" Or any great officer of ftate to whom you may direct 
" me to advife the Vizier to intruft fo important a 
*' charge." 

" This is the outline oF the plan I have propofed for 
** regulating the Vizier's household." 

In the preceding extracts an uninformed reader would 
aaturally conclude, that Mr. Briftow acted folely as the 
Nabob's advifer and auiftant, with the full concurrence 
of he Nabob, and hearty acquiescence in his affi fiance ; 
for the Nabob is ftated to be toe a&or and the principal, 
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and Mr. Briftow's interference following, as a point of 
confequent duty. 

Yet, will it be believed, that almoft every ad thus re- 
prefented was forced upon the Nabob againft his will, 
and forms the material part of his complaints againft Mr. 
Briftow, for the ufurpation of his fovcreignty, and infult 
on his perfon I 

I defire that the other letters of Mr. Briftow may be 
tried by the fame teft ; they will terminate in the fame 
conviction. 

I certainly meant not, by any expreftion in my former 
minute, to charge Mr. Briftow, or any other perfon, with 
private rapacity j nor do I know why fo much ftrefs is 
laid on it in both the minutes now before me. Had I 
known, and could I have proved any inftance of private 
rapacity, I would have affirmed it in plain terms. I 
never insinuate, nor in the whole courfe of my political 
contefts have I ever defcended to the ufe of an expreffion 
meant to convey a fenfe, which I wiflied to elude in the 
direct expreffion of it. I have fomewhere affirmed, and,- 
I now repeat, that the power claimed and exercifed by 
Mr. Briftow may ferve the purpofes of private rapacity, 
and can ferve no other purpofe. It will not be denied 
that theabfolute power of receiving and dilburfing all the 
public wealth of the province may be converted to that 
purpofe, and that it will require an approved integrity to 
withstand fo ftrong a temptation ; and it demands an evi- 
dence ftronger than Mr. Briftow's aftertion, or even the 
judgment of the Board confirming it, to prove that the 
Company's debt cannot be realized without it. 

On the moderation of the majority of the Board, as it 
re fp efts their intention, I cannot Judge : it id true that 
they have neither directed Mr. Briftow to urge the Vizier 
to remove his minifter, nor to profecute him, on the plea 
of making him account for his paft adminiftration (a 
dreadful fuggeftion, even though Mr. Briftow fbould not 
be his judge) nor by any fpecific aft divefted the Vizier 
and his adminiftration of much of their wonted authority, 
neither was it neceflary ; they have rejected the appeal of 
the Vizier and his minifter, and left Mr. Briftow in the 
pofleffion of an unconttouled and . irrefiftible authority, 
which requires no further interpofition of the powers of 
the Board, than that which may ferve for the purpofe for 
which it is lince folicited, of the gratification of pri- 
vate vengeance. What may be yet in the intention of 
the Board, I know not; and fcarcely dare to truft to 
jny imagination in the apprehenfion of what evils may yet 
lie concealed beyond the clouds which involve this tran- 
saction in the actual ftate of it. I wilt however fo far 
truft, with a degree of afturance, to the moderation of 

the 
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the majority, that they will hefitate at leaft to give a mora, 
decided fan&ion to the ads of Mr. Briftow, after the re, 
cent experience which they have received of his intem- 
perance in his I aft letter. 

I regret the time which I have beftowed on this fubject, 
and yet more the quantity of matter compofing it, in which 
the truth fuffers the rifk of being wholly loft. Yet, 
whatever may be the refult, I am refolved that I will de- 
vote what further portion of labour may be exacted from 
me, and my health and ftrength will allow, to the laft 
defence of a caufe which I deem the caufe of honour and 
humanity. 

In the mean time, that the queftion with which it ori- 
ginated may not be forgotten in the voluminous difcuf- 
uon of it, I wilt hereto fubjoin the terms of it. 

The Nabob Vizier complains, that Mr. Briftow has 
a (Turned the powers of his government, and the fanclioa 
of bis name and fea!,' without his authority or knowledge, 
infill ted his perfon, and thrown his country into difqrdcr ; 
and as the debt which is due and growing from the Nabob 
to the Company is ufed as the pretext for this violent 
conduct, he has offered to give the fecurity of Bankers of 
honour, credit, and refponfibility, for the regular and 
full difcharge of the debt ; requesting, as the condition 
of this engagement, that he may be Freed from the pre- 
fence and oppreflions of Mr. Briftow, and his amftant 
Mr. Cowper. I maintain tha,t we ought to accept this 
offer, and the other members of the Board reject it. 
A true copy. 

E. Hay, 
Acting Sec. to the Secret Dept. 

Ti*E Governor Genera! lays before the Board the fol- 
lowing letter and enclofure from the Nabsb Vizier. 

From the Nabob Vizier ; rtciivtd November 29/i 1783. 

Ufual. introduction. 

In all due attention to the rights of friendship toward* 
the Company, the gentlemen of the Council, and your- 
felf, I have at no time been deficient from my regard 
thereto ; I have fo acted as to give Satisfaction to the 
gentlemen heretofore appointed to this place, and they 
fikewife, in managing the concerns of the Company, 
attended to the preservation of my honour and dignities, 
fo that there was no opportunity for cenfure or complaint 
on either fide. 

In the year 1189 Fuffulle, Mr. .Tohnfon adopted cer- 
tain meaiuies calculated to bring diigrace upon me, which 
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being made known to the gentlemen of the Council an4 
yourfelf, your equity and kjndnefs induced you to call 
the above gentleman to an Account. Mr. Bnftow, from 
the time of his arrival has done, and flill does, every 
thing that can tend to depreciate my authority. Repeated 
accounts have been tranfmitted to you of bis injurious 
conduct ; but as yet no juftice has been done, Of due no- 
tice taken of them, and the above gentleman is now, more 
than ever, bent on involving me in new difficulties and 
4i (grace. 

I have always been in want to difcharge the Company's 
Tunltaw by alignments on the Aumils of my Sircar ; and 
the amount received from them being placed to my credit 
in the Company's accounts by their former, Refidents, 
they again received Juaidaud from me for the balances 
that might remain. If the attornments on the Aumils 
fell fhort from any unforefeen accidents, the Reiidentdid 
not require the deficiency from them, for there could 
Jiavfi been no advantage in fo doing ; and thus the Com- 
pany's concerns were well conduced. Mr. Eriftow, 
without my knowledge or confent, has thought proper to 
put Khaujah Ain-ud Deen, Aumil of Barcily, &c. in 
the province of Rohilcund, under confinement. To de- 
tail the particulars of this transection would be tedious. 

He bas peptjeeded thus againft the Khaujah on accufa- 
tions falfe and groundless. No objections have been made 
by me to peremptorily and threateningly calling on my 
Aumil for the payment of his monies ; on the contrary,- 
j myfclf fo call on them, when ncceffary ; but Mr. Brif- 
tow has, of his own accord, confined this Aumil, and 
flill keeps him in confinement j and having included his 
balance in the accounts of the prefent year, has forcibly 
taken Jauidaud from me, and he means not to leave me 
any thing for my neceffary expences. Having agreed to 
his requifition of Jauidaud for the Khauja's balance, 
which he had added to the accounts of the prefent year, 
I repeatedly, by letter and meflage, applied for his re- 
leafc, but he {til) keeps him in confinement. To your 
candour I refer the confidcration of the difgrace thus 
thrown upon me in confequence of his thus imprifoning 
my Aumils by his own authority •, a mode of proceeding 
never adopted by any of his predecefibrs. The Aumils 
dependant upon my Sircar are loaded with dishonour, 
whilM thofe dependant on Mr. Briftow, fuch as Ifmaet 
Big, and others, who were appointed in the I aft year only, 
and who, though there has been no drought in their Ma- 
hals, have greatly reduced the eftabliflied Jumma, have far 
exceeded the ufual allowances for expences, and have 
faljen in arrears of the payment Of the Company's Tun- 
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Itaw granted on them, are flill continued in poffefEon of 
their Mahals-, and arc his confidential mini iters and ad~ 
yifers. No demand is made on them for the deficiency 
of Jumma, increafc of expences, or .balance of the Com* 
pany's Tunkaw; but tha latter is charged on me includ- 
ed in the accounts of the. prefent year, and Jauidaud re- 
quired for the amount; to which I have not the power 
to object. Others of his meafures and orders are as fol- _ 
lows : I hive always been wont to difcharge a part of the 
Company's Tunkaw by Jkuidaud, on the payments of 
Almafs Ali Khan, from Which I likewife received a pare 
for my own expences. This year Mr. Briftow has with- 
held my Jardaad for the latter my neceflary difburfements ; 
and though I have repeatedly defired him, both by let- 
ter and metfage, to take 2 part only of the payments 
from Ilmafs Ali Cawn into the Company's Tunkaw, as 
heretofore, to let me receive a part from my expences, 
he will not comply ; but has written to TImafs Ali Kharij 
faying, " I will receive the whole of the monies duy 
" from you ; you will pay no part thereof to any perfon 
*' whatever,, if you do I will not give you credit for it 
" in your accounts." He likewifa laid injunctions on 
Ilmas Ali Khan's Vac keel, faying, " if his Highnefs re- 
" quires any money from thence, you fhall not give it* 
Thus having put a flop to my neceffary expences, 2nd 
■iTued orders declaring, that if any thing was paid to my 
order, it fhoulH not be admitted in account; — what au- 
thority is left me,. either with the Annuls or the. people ? 
Add to the foregoing, that the difficulties I labour under 
from the prefent fcarcity are fuch- as require my molt 
earnefi f application to God. One other of the above 
gentleman's proceedings is as follows : the change and 
diCmiffion of Aumils was talked of and determined by him 
in the month of Jeyte j and thofe who affiRed bim with 
their advice were all of them encouraged to expect em- 
ployment. The engagements entered into for the year 
expired at the end of Badron ; and the Zemindars and 
Ryots, always ready to take advantage of events, hearing 
of the prspofed new arrangement, withheld the payment 
of their monies ;• at length, in confequence of Mr. Brif- 
fow's injunctions, the change of Aumils was entered upon; 
fuch well founded reafons as were offered inoppofition on 
this head, were d if regarded by him: I was left without 
remedy, and acted as he directed. By this meafure large 
balances remained due from the country on the remaining 
Kifts of the pafl year, which has become a plea for de- 
duction with the prefent Aumils. Thus I have fullered 
the lofs of lacks of rupees ; and Mr. Briftow having car- 
ried the balances of the Aumils to my account in the 
accounts 
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■ tecounts of the prefent year, exacts Jardaad from rat , and 
I am unable to objeft to it. 

Thefc meafures and proceedings of the aBove gentle- 
man are not done without deliberation and delign. To 
enter into particulars would be endlcfs. In addition to 
this, every one is impeached by him with multiform, 
falfe, and groundlefs accufations. Thus fituated, let 
me conjure your equitable interpofition. How can I fup- 
port my exiftence now that Mr. Briftow's profecutions, 
and my difgrace, are arrived at the pitch they are ? I 
implore redrefs ; let me obtain juftice. 

Concludes as ufual. 



Governor-general. — Mr. Briftow, in the letter laft read, 
avowedly mentions both his previous intention of confin- 
ing Khauja Airi ul Deen, one of the Nabob's principal 
Aumils ; his actual execution of that intention ; the Na- 
bob's application, in writing, to Mr. Briftow for the re- 
|eafe of the Aumil ; and Mr. Briftow's refufal to comply 
with it. The Nabob alfo complains of this tranfaction 
in the letter to me, which is entered above j and of a let- 
ter written by Mr. Briftow to Almafs. Ally Cawn, con- 
taining the declaration of his intention to take the full 
produce of the Mabals which were under Almafs's charge, 
for part of the Company's alignment, with a dictatorial 
prohibition to give any part of the produce of it without 
bis (Mr. Briftow's) permiJEon. 

Thefe are acts of power fo contrary to every pretention. 
that this government can afTert, or has (ever authorized 
Mr. Briftow to exercife, that I muft requeft the Board 
to determine, whether they have or have not their fanction, 
and whether he {ball be hereafter permitted toexercife the 
like power independantly of the Nabob, and without re- 
fpeft to his concurrence. This, in effect, will -determine 
the queftion which I have propofed in my firft minute. 

1 muft alfo take notice of the reafons aftigned by Mr. 
Briftow for refufing to comply with the Nabob's requi- 
fition for the releafe of Khaujah Ain u Deen ; namely, 
*' that the Nabob's letters may, in the words of his in- 
*< ftructions, be confidered as dictated by Hyder Beg 
*' Cawn." A fimilar exprenton occurs in a former letter 
of Mr. Briftow's, dated 14th October; in which he fays, 
"'Had the falutary orders of the honourable the Gover- 
** nor-general been received with a cordiality at this 
" court equal to the zeal and earneftnefs with which they 
*' were propofed ; and a fteadinefs fhewn by the prince 
" in the execution of them, anfwerable to the wifdom of 
" toe counfel which produced them, (he affairs of Oude 
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" would long have alTumed an afped very different from 
" that in which they now appear." This indecent and 
very (iifreCpeclful aJlufion to my orders for aits done in 
grofs and fhameful violation of them, cannot receive the 
countenance of the Board ; for, furely, it is indecent and 
difrefpectful, after the paft complaints, made by myfelf 
as well as the Nabob, againft Mr. Briftow, for his per- 
yerfion and difobedience to my orders, to appeal to them 
for his warrant, with epithets of affected praife ; nor is 
his difobedience of my exprefs injunction to act in every 
in fiance in conformity to the Nabob's will and inclina- 
tions palliated, but, on the contrary, exaggerated, by his 
allufion to a remote obfervation made by me upon a diffe- 
rent and fpecial fubject, and neither exprefling nor imply- 
ins any inftruction for his conduct. 

Tor thcfe reafons, and becaufe I do moft folemnly de- 
clare, that Mr. Briftow does not either confine himfelf to 
my inftructions, or pay the leaft regard to them, 1 do 
again conjure the Board to determine the line of his con- 
duct, and to give him fuch inftructions as in their judg- 
ment fliall be proper and requifite for the effectual exe- 
cution of the fyftem which he has himfelf eftablifhed, 
and which the Board has hitherto permitted, if it be their 
determination that fuch a fyftem fhall be maintained ; or 
fuch other inductions as in their better judgment they 
fliall think proper to frame ; and this I conceive to have 
become indifpenfably neceffary, by the application made 
by Mr. Briftow himfelf for his guidance on the occafion 
of the declaration made to him by me, in conformity to 
one made fome time preceding by myfelf to the Board, 
that the inftructions under which he acted, or pretended 
to act, were no longer my inftructions. 

Some reply muft be made to this reference, or Mr. 
Briftow will be left without authority, and (what is worfe) 
without a controul ; therefore, the Board muft either 
adopt thofe inftructions, and call them their own, or muft 
give others. If they declare them to be their own, it 
will be neceffary to explain thofe parts which are conftrued 
by Mr. Briftow in a fenfe which I have affirmed, and do 
affirm, to be contradictory of my own ; and as I have no 
longer the right or power of explaining my own inftruc- 
tions, it fecins to be but reafonable that the Board, having 
approved the line of conduct purfued by Mr. Briftow, 
/nould cither explain their fenfe of thofe inftructions, q& 
give him new. T 

I forbear, in this place, to ftate the points which wilt 
require the determination of the Board, becaufe they might 
lead to a difagreeable as well as unprofitable difcuffion, 
which I yet hope maybe avoided. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered, That the foregoing minute from the Gover- 
nor-general be fent in circulation. 

Read again the Govetn or- general's minute, entered in 
confutation 6th of October laft, propofing the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Wills td be Refident at Furruckabad, with 
the papers accompanying it. 

Ordered, That thefe papers be circulated to the mem- 
bers of the Board, 

Con fultat tons t 2ph December 1783. 

THE following minute having been delivered 6n 23d 
inftant to the fecretary, by Mr. Wheler, Mr. Macpherfon 
and Mr. Stables, with orders to take it to the Governor- 
general, was fhewn by the fecretary to the Governor- 
general accordingly. 

The fubjeft of the Governor- general's minutes of the 
16th December, and the alternatives which he Hates to 
be neccflary for the Board to adopt, relative to the ma- 
nagement of affairs in the Nabob Vizier's country, are fo 
important, that we agree to take the fame into our ferious 
conii deration, and we propofc to record our opinion there- 
on at the netft meeting of the Board in this department. 
The letter froth Mr. Briftow of the 10th December, and 
fent in circulation, calls for fomc decided refolution upon 
thefe fubjects. 

t Edward Wheler, 
(Signed) "J John Macpherfon, 
(John Stables. 

The following minute, prepared by the Governor-ge- 
neral, previous to his feeing the foregoing minute from 
Mr. Wheler, Mr. Macpherfon, and Mr. Stables, was cir- 
culated by his orders to the other members of the Board 
on the 23d inftant. 

Governor-general. — Mr. Briftow's reprefentatioh of tht 
conduct of the Bankers, in the letter lad addretfed to the 
Board, and his preceding letter of the 14th October, is 
fo confident with his ufual dealing with the Board, that 
I will unravel it for the conviction of the Board, and 
hope that they will not fail to take due notice of it : I 

«uft premife that he is in charge of the moft important 
ition in the fervice, both with relation to its political 
magnitude, and the great pecuniary intereft attached to 
it ; -and that therefore his reports ought to be both regu- 
lar,, complete, and ftrictly juft, in every point of bufi- 
nefs, and that the neglect of this duty, but more efpecially 
a perverfion of it, is in the higheft degree criminal. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Briftow,' in his letter of the 14th October, after 
fating that Gopaul Dofs, the banker, had lent to this 
Company fifteen lacks of rupees in June laft, and pro- 
mifed as much more at a fllort period as mould make the 
loan 30 lacks complete, complained that he both valued , 
the performance of this condition, agreement, and en- 
gagement (for fuch are the terms which he varioufly ufes 
in the fame fentence) and had even pre fumed to demand 
payment of the firft loan. 

The Board in their reply, dated the 21ft November, 
required a copy of the engagement on which Mr. Briftow 
. Zounds his claim ; and haw does he anfwer it ? he refers 
the Board for information to an extraft from a letter writ- 
ten to the Board on the 3d of June, which ftatcs the ori- 
ginal tranfaction in a light totally different; and adds 
the Board's anfwer, approving the loan; a tranflation of 
the bond given by him for the firft loan, engaging to re- 
pay it in the manner claimed by Gopaul Dofs ; and trans- 
mits a further extract of his letter of the 14th of October, 
containing his reprefentation of the failure of engagement 
on the part of Gopaul Dofs. But though he quotes the 
Order of the Board, directing him to tranfmit ** copies 
** of the engagement with Gopaul Dofs, and to explain 
" in the clcareft manner all the circumftances attending 
** this tranfaction ;" and immediately fubjoins his reply 
in terms which mark an intention to give the Satisfaction, 
tfeus pointedly required ; yet he neither tranfmits copies 
of the engagement, nor gives any explanation of the 
tranfaction : but as he has neglected his duty of refpect, 
at leaft, if not of obedience, I will do it for him; and' 
feew that he has either indecently mi fre pre fen ted the whole 
tranfaction, or, which I rather hope will prove to be the 
cafe, has perplexed and confounded the fubject by his 
eagernefs to force it to a connection with his favourite 
object, the crimination of Hyder Beg Cawn. My ex- 
position fhall not cmbarrafs the Board, nor fatigue their 
attention: for it fhall be confined to the materials fur- 
nished by Mr. Briftow himfelf, in the difpatch immedi- 
ately before us. 

In the extract of his letter to the Board, dated the 3d 
of June, he mentioned his " having concluded an agree- 
"' ment with the houfe of Gopaul Dofs for fifteen lacks 
■* of rupees, that he expected to receive the bills in the 
*' courfe of two or three days, and Should then commence 
** another negotiation for 15 lacks more; and foon, un- 
** til he obtained as large a fum as he was able, &C." Thai 
** he did not chufe to inform the bankers of the fum total he 
** mult require, as they would have exacted higher terms 
** than he ftiould think it juftifiable to grant;" and that 
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" the plan which he propofed for the repayment of .the 
ft bankers was, to engage that, after fupplying the difr 
" burferoents of the troops under the command of Colo- 
" nel Morgan, and Colonel Sir John dimming, and the 
" expences of the Refident's office, all furplus receipts 
" ftiall be paid to them [" and this engagement appears 
accordingly concluded in the terms of the bond. 

Nothing can be clearer nor lefs ambiguous than this 
explanation of the tranfaftian, when it was offered as a 
propofition for the option of the Board. The engage- 
ment is ftated in terms to be limited to 15 lacks ; and the 
intention of extending it is alfo declared to have been 
moft cautioufly withheld from the knowledge of the 
bankers, and the condition of payment is defined ; yet in 
the reviewal of this tranfaction on the 14th of October, 
Mr. Briftow affirms, that "when in June I aft he pro- 
«' cured from the houfe of Gopaul Dofs the- Aim of 15 
*' lacks of rupees, he had a promife of fo much more, at a 
'' fhort period, as Oiouki make the loan to our government 
" 30 lacks complete:" adding, that Gopaul Dofs had 
broke his engagement, and even demanded payment of 
the Aim of the actual loan ; and he connects this infor- 
mation with the charge of breach of engagement in fuch 
a manner, as implies the fame criminal conftruftion of it, 
though he at the fame time furnifhed the Board with the 
moft ample warrants for Gopaul Dofs in making the de- 
mand for payment, in his confeffion of the original en- 
gagement, and in the tranflation of the bond which ex- 
preffes the condition of payment, and which allows only 
a preference to the charge of the two military corps and 
of his own office, after which it was pofitively agreed to. 
apply the produce of the growing collections to the dis- 
charge of the bond. 

I pafs over Mr. Briftow's charges againft Gopaul Dofs 
for the infolence of employing an agent of his own no- 
mination, in opposition to the choice of Mr. Briftow, 
and for " abandoning thofe prudent maxims by which 
" alone as merchants they ought to have regulated their 
*' conduct," in declining to truft Mr. Briftow with a 
fecond loan of 15 lacks (no fmall fum, nor the proper 
Subject of perfonai compliment) after the refufal to dif- 
charge the firft. Theclaim of right to dictate to a banker, 
whom he (hall employ as the agent of his affairs, and to 
appropriate all the money which the banker can raife, and 
for which he himfelf has occafion, lofes both its degree 
and quality of preemption in its comparifon with the 
ufurpation of the rights and power of an independent 
ftate, and with the infolence which could prefcribe to a 
Sovereign prince the number of horfes which he fliould be 
allowed 

Digged oyGOOglC 



Papers relative to Charges U IV. and XVI, 183 

allowed to ride, or the dimes which mould be cooked for 
his table. While I remark the inconfiftency of Mr. Brif- 
tow's reprefentation, I am yet willing to fuppofc, as I 
before fuggefted, that he may have erred in the expreffion, 
but not in the fact, and that he may mean to allude to 
fome agreement made by Gopaul Dofs, after the fettlc- 
ment and advance of the fir ft loan, though he affirms 
them to have taken place at the fame time : but to efta- 
blifli this folution of the difficulty, it will ftill remain to 
prove that Gopaul Dofs did engage to make a further loan j 
and for this purpofe, Mr. Briftow muft comply with the 
orders already fo clearly exprefled in our letter of the 25th 
November, " to tranfmit copies of the engagement with 
" Gopaul Dofs, and to explain in the cleareft manner 
" all the circumftances attending this tranfaction." It 
is not the cuftom of bankers to make verbal engagements ;. 
and Salla Cafhaul Chund, Gopaul Dofs's agent, has allured 
me, on the authority of his matter, that he made no fuch 
engagement. 

The following minute, from the Governor- general, was 
fent with the fdregoing on the 33d inftant, to the other 
members of the Board, for their perufal. 

Governor- gen eral. 

The fubjeft of Mr. Briftow's letter 6f the id of No- 
vember is alarming, not on account of its immediate ef- 
fects, for they are paft, but as it indicates fo total a diflb- 
lution of the powers of the Vizier's government as muft 
have a tendency to excite Similar and repeated inftances 
of fed it! on. I thall make but one brief remark upon Mr. 
Briftow's ftate of this tranfaction, which is, that a tu- 
mult of the moft flagitious kind was fuffered to manifeft 
itfelf in a gradual progrefs of fome months, till it grew 
to fuch magnitude as threatened the life of the Nabob 
Vizier himfelf, during a period, as Mr. Briftow's letter 
flares, of three days, and I have reafon to believe that 
it was of it yet longer duration ; and that Mr. Briftow, 
in aH this important interval, appears to have flood by 
a quiet paffive fpectator, although he had a regiment of 
the Company's Sepoys, and his own body guard, which is 
nearly equal to a regiment of Sepoys, at his inftant com- 
mand ; and might with fuch a force have repelled the 
Whole ftrength of the Nabob Vizier's military eftablifti- 
ment, had it been united in fo loofe and unconnected 
a fpecies of hoftility. This is a point which he ought to 
explain; for if he had it in his power to fupprefs the 
meeting, and did not, his conduct was criminal in the 
laft degree j if otherwife, it concerns both his credit and 
Ma- the 
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the honour, of our government that the doubts which be 
has thrown on his own conduct fhould be removed by a, 
clear expofition of it. 

Extraa of Btngai Secrtt Canfultatimt, yfi Dtembtr 1783*' 

THE following; minute having been received by the 
fecretary, on the 28th inftant, at noon, from Mr. Wheler,, 
Mr. M'Pberfbn, and Mr. Stables, it was Cent immediately 
by the fecretary to the Governor general ; and- the minute' 
in reply to it, which is entered after it, having been re- 
ceived from the Governor- general in the evening, was; 
immediately circulated to the other members of the 
Board. 

The Governor-general, in bis minute of the 16th In- 
ftant, having declined propofing or joining in any order 
that may be ifTued concerning the advices lately received 
from Oude ; having like wife ftated a neceffity which may 
exift, for authorizing Mr. Briftow, in the event of our 
fupport of him in. the authority which heexercifes, to af— 
fume avowedly the government of the Vizier's country, 
and to appoint agents and officers of government in the 
name of the Company ; and having called upon us to 
adopt the inftru&ions given to Mr. Briftow, and call 
them thofc of the Board (difavowing them to be any: 
longer thofe of the Governor-general} or to make out 
other inftru&ions for the guidance of Mr. Briftow j— we 
deem it necefiary to take thefe refpeftive fubjccls into-our. 
moil ferious confide ration, and to confider maturely what, 
meafures are moft likely, in the prefent diftrefled fituation 
of the Company's finances, to recover the heavy balances' 
due to them by the Vizier, and to fecure the tranquillity 
of his dominions. 

As it is our moft earneft with that fuch meafures fhould 
be adopted, and as we fhould think ourfelves more for- 
tunate in mcetjng any arrangement that may favour the 
public good, and coincide with the Governor- general's. 
Sentiments, than to eftablifh, on the cleareft ground o£ 
argument, the force and juftice of the opinions which we 
have already recorded relative to the affairs of Oude, we 
ihall not recapitulate here what is already in reference ta 
the Court of Directors ; we Ihall not dwell on thofc 
obligations which bind every member of the government 
to adopt and fupport the refblutions of the majority of its 
members; uor thai! we even regret that the Vizier and 
Hyder Beg Cawn fhould ultimately prevail in effecting 
the removal of the public mimfter of this government 
from Lucknow, if that removal can be productive of real 
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and immediate advantage to the Company, and of more 1 
unanimity in our councils. 

Upon the fame principles we hope, if it (hall be the 
mature and decided refoUition of this government to con- 
tinue the pre fen t Refideat at Lucknow, and give him the 
instructions and powers which the occalion renders ne- 
ceflary for the reeovery of the Company's balances, and 
the regular payment of their troops, that the Governor- 
general will not think of withdrawing the very eflential fup- 
port of his name and authority from'thofe meafures which 
the majority of the Board may think requilite for the 
maintenance of the Company's interefts in Oude. To 
withhold that fupport, would be in effect to render our ut- 
mpft exertions of no public utility ; for as it has been 
the cuftom to carry on all correfpondence with the Vizier 
in the name and under the feal of the Governor-general, 
a deviation from this rule would not only invalidate the 
force of our reprefeatations, but leave ground for thofe 
evils which are to be removed. 

The object of appointing a Refident at the Vizier's 
court, as well as of the inftructions which fliould be the 
guide of his conduct, mull be principally directed to the 
payment of the Company's claims upon the Vizier, and 
the good order of his government. 

Mr. Briftow, appointed to this ftation by the Company, 
and furnifhed with the molt ample powers and inftruc- 
tions, has not fucceeded in recovering the Company's 
balances, or in acting to the fa tis fact ion of the native ad- 
miniftration of the Vizier's country. The Vizier and 
his acting minifter have complained againft him, and re- 
queft not only his removal from Oude, but that the Eng- 
lish refidency fliould be entirely withdrawn. Mr. Briftow 
has on the other hand ftated the oppofitions he has met 
with in carrying through. the meafures which he under- 
stood to be recommended to him in his inftructions j 
and he now ftates, in various reprefentations, that unlefs 
he is fully authorized and fupported by this government, 
he cannot fecure the neceflary receipts of money and pro- 
vifion for the abfolutc wants of the troops, which the 
Company have ftationed for the protection of the Vizier's 
country, and to prevent evils the rnoffc alarming to the 
public intereft. 

The alternative, therefore, which the Governor-general 
has ftated, in his minutes of the 16th December, preftes 
the adoption in one way or other. In other, words, this 
government muft effectually refol veto truft to the Vizier's 
ad miniftration for the payment of the Company's claims, 
and the maintenance of their troops in his country, or 
the Refident tnuft be ordered to excrcife the powers of his 
M 3 office, 
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office, to recover thofe affignments that have been granted 
on the Vizier's revenues, by making the Aumils anfwera- 
' ble to the Company for the debt. 

As jve have approved of .Mr. Briftow's management 
hitherto, and as that approbation has been fully ftated 
upon the Company's records, and as we have further a 
. high opinion of the merits and integrity of Mr. Cowper, 
nominated by the Company to fucceed Mr. Briftow, we 
cannot think ourfelves iuftified in aflenting to their re- 
moval at the requeft of the Vizier's ad mini ft ration, if the 
object of that removal was merely a change of agents. 
On the contrary, the oppofition of Hyder Beg Cawn to. 
"thefe gentlemen is, in our opinion, a convincing proof 
that they have not not yielded to that influence which .was 
the ground for removing the former Refident. 

If, therefore, it mould be thought expedient to recall 
Mr. Briftow and Mr. Cowper from Oude, and make an 
experiment of Hyder Beg's agency, as propofed in his . 
own and the Vizier's letters, received 7th April, we muft 
explicitly declare, for fuch isour real opinion, that Mr. 
Briftow has our approbation for his exertions todifcharge 
the dudes of his ftation ; that in the event of the rcfi- 
dency being now withdrawn, and afterwards reftored, 
from a failure on the part of the Vizier's agents, we (hall 
tbink Mr. Briftow entitled to fucceed to the charge of 
the oflice, and Mr. Cowper to the fucceffion to it, as 
ordered by the Company ; and that it will be proper that 
the Vizier and his minifters fhould be informed in letters, 
to be delivered by Mr. Briftow, of thefe feveral refolutions 
of. the majority of the Board. 

To bring the queftion at once to iffue, we think it ex- 
pedient, in the prtfent fitiiation of affairs, to agree to the 
recall of Mr. Briftow from Oude, with the preceding re- 
fervations, and to withdraw the refidency entirely, ac- 
cording to the original requeft of the Vizier and his 
acting minifter, provided the preferit balance due to the 
Company, of lacks, is paid into the Company's 

treafury, by bills on creditable bankers, payable, half in 
one month, and the remaining half in two months, from 
the date of Mr. Briftow's furrender of his office to the 
Vizier; and provided further, that the current kifts for 
the payment of the brigade at Caunpore, and of Sir John 
Cummings's detachment, are paid regularly and monthly 
by the minifter to the Company's paymafters in Oude. . 

We (hall agree to this arrangement, on the exprefs con- 
dition that the Governor-general will hold himfelf re- 
fponfible to the Company and the public for the faithful 
performance of thefe engagements on the part of the 
Vizier and his minifter, as well as for the fecurity.of thjj. 

internal 
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internal peace of the country : to maintain which, and 
enforce thefc arrangements, we (hall give him our utmoft 
support. 

Should the Governor-general think this refponfibilify 
more than he mould undertake, and fhould be of opinion 
that the contcft between the Refident's authority and that 
of the native admini ft ration in Oude has already created 
cmbarraffments too great for the fuccefs of his plan, he 
leaves no alternative, but that of giving the orders of a 
divided adminiflration to the prefent Relident to execute 
the duties of his office, and to consider his instructions 
from the Governor-general, which are already in his pof- 
fefliort, -as thofe of the Board, with any future explana- 
tions they may think it necefiary to give relative to fome 
articles of them. 

A true copy. E. W. 

E. Hay, J, M'P. 

Secretary. . J. S, 

Governor- general. 28th I?ec. 1783. 

I have read, with more than common attention, the 
minute figned by the other members of the Board, and 
delivered to me this morning. 

I fincerely regret the lofs.of time and trouble which 
they have bellowed on the fubjelts of my minutes, re- 
corded on the 16th inftant. Nothing was further from v 
my intention or expectation. Poffibly my fentiments, 
delivered verbally on the inftant occafion which produced 
them, were defective in prccifion ; or poffibly their direct 
meaning has been overlooked, in too ex ten five a confide- 
ration of the fubje£t. I had no other defign or object 
than to warn the Board of the dangers which might at- 
tend the Company's interefts in the government of Owde, 
and thofe of our own provinces, in their relation to it, 
by the irregular and unauthorized power a/Turned by Mr. 
Briftow, their Refident, and by the indecifion of the 
Board on (be points referred to them, both by the Nabob 
Vizier, and by the Refident himfclf. I ftated to the 
Board, that if it was determined to fupport Mr. Briftow's 
pre tenuous, it was ncceflary to go further, and authorize 
him (o avow the power which he had alTumed, and to 
exercife it in the Company's name; and in that cafe t 
de fired that my inftruftions might be withdrawn, and 
others, framed by the Board for his guidance, that the re* 
iponubility might reft, as it ought, on them, for the 
iyilem which had the fanftion of their approbation, agaioft 
my judgment, and myfelf exonerated from it. I conceive, 
(hat in this requisition, I bave infilled on nothing which 
M 4 « 
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is contrary toreafon, or which can he denied me on any 
ground of reafon. 

I have not in anywlfe difclaimed the " obligations 
" which bind every member of the government Co adopt 
" and fupport the refolutions of the majority of its mem- 
*' bers." — Neither have I faid, that I fhouM " withdraw 
41 the fupport of my name and authority from tbofc mea- 
*' Aires which the majority of the Board may think re- 
'* quifite for the main tai nance of the Company's interefts 
** in Owd." I am forry that thefe fuppofitions have been 
ufed in application to me, for 1 know not what may be 
the " refolutions of the majority of the members " of the 
Board, which may require me to acknowledge their obli- 
gation on me ; nor " the meafures which the majority of 
M the Board may think requifite for the maintenance of 
" the Company's interefts in Owd." 

The Board has yet formed no refolutions— no mea- 
fures : when they fliall have formed them, I fhall deem 
them binding on me to give them all the fupport which 
my name and authority can give them ; but with this re- 
fervation, that if they wall be repugnant to my fenfe of 
the principles of honour, iuftice, and public faith, I 
{hall deem the obligation void, and appeal to that power 
which impofed it for my acquittal ; knowing that no 
power upon earth can impofe upon me the obligation of 
doing what is morally wrong, and conceiving it to be t 
ipecies of treafon to apply it even in the mori remote Aip- 
pofition to the high and moft rcfpectable authority to 
which I allude. 

As to the feal of the Governor- general, or his fpecial 
correfpondence, furcly thefe forms will not be required 
for the purpofe of announcing to the Nabob Vizier the 
annihilation of his authority, and the elevation of Mr. 
BrilWs in its Head ; if Aich fhall be the final determi- 
nation of the Board, an event which I am warranted by 
the terms of the minute before me tp fuppofe, there will 
he no need to tell the Nabob Vizer in form, what wil! be 
vifible to all the world, and what he, if he has feelings, 
will be the firft to feel and know. 

Having thus explained the fentiments which I have be- 
fore fubmitted to the Board, and difclaimed the conduc- 
tions which have been applied to them, I muft decline 
to take upon myfelf the rcfponltbiliry which is ftated to 
be required of me, in the event of their contenting to re- 
move Mr. Briftow, and his affiftant Mr. Cowper. 

The members of the Board have furnifhed me with the 
moft powerful argument both to refufe it and to juftify 
the refufal, by the blank fpace which they have been ob- 
liged to leave in the place where' the Aim ought to be 
cxpreflcd, 
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expreficd, which was to {pacify the prefrnt balance due to 
the Company, and one object of my rcfponfibility. This 
is not an inaccuracy, for the Board know not the pre- 
fent balance which is due from the Nabob Vizier to the 
' Company. It flood, at the clofe of Mr. Briftow's account 
of the £ift October, at 51,25,184. it. 2. To what 
amount it may have fince accumulated, I cannot conjec- 
ture, for I have no materials ; but I believe it impoffible 
for the Nabob Vizier " to pay one half even of this furn 
into the the Company's treafury, by bills on creditable 
bankers, payable in one month, and the remaining half 
in two more from the date of Mr. Briftow's furrender of 
his office to the Vizier; nor if the Nabob Vizier would 
engage to pay it, and I believed him capable of paying 
it, " would I hold myfelf rcfponfiblc to the Company, 
** and to the public, for the faithful performance of fuch 
"an engagement," becaufe I do not think it confiftent 
with truth, or the regard which every man ought to pay 
to his own reputation, to bind himfeif to the performance 
of acts which depend folely on the ability and will of 
another. 

It is not my defire that the other member* of the Board 
fhould make any conceffions to my opinion* or wiflies. . 
They will act as they {hall belt judge, from the fupertor 
confideration of the duty which they owe Co the honour, 
.credit, and interefts of the Company. I only preCs then* 
to decide, and am forry that they ihould hold out to me 
{o defperate an alternative, as that which is too plainly 
indicated in the laft paragraph of their minute ;— name- 
ly, of requiring from me the pledge of a refponlibility 
which I cannot grant, or of leaving the adminiftratioa 
of Owd, and the Company's interefts in it, to a ftate of 
total indecilion, by referring Mr. Briflow for his guidance 
to inftructions which can have no longer any force, and 
which are, in every article, contradictory of the fyftetn 
which he has adopted, and which the Board have hitherto 
fupported, and {till manifeft their refolution to fupport. 

Before I conclude, I Hall defire to folicit the retolleo- 
tion of the Board to the great length of time which hat 
elapfed fince I firft laid before them the complaints of 
the Nabob Vizier, all tending to {hew that Mr. Briftow's 
acts and pretentions had thrown the government and 
country of Owd into a ftate of weaknefs bordering on 
anarchy: and Mr. Briftow himfeif, in his representations 
of the fame fubjects, has infilled on the fame condujion, 
but has afcribed it to another caufe, It is evident, from 
Mr. Briftow's laft letters, that the diforders of that ftate 
have been greatly augmented, and that the power which 
be has afl'umed, though unrefiited at the Court of the 

Nabob 
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Nabob Vizier, has produced only the fpirlt of contu- 
macy, revolt, and embezzlement in its dependencies, in* 
dependency of the public difcredit which the Englifh 
name has fafFered by fo long a fubjedtion and oppreflion 
of the fovcrcigti of the country in alliance with the 
Company. * 

This ftate of affairs has now exifted aim oft twelve 
months, and it is more than eight fince the Board has 
leen acquainted with it. The acknowledged event has 
demonftrated the danger of leaving it fo long without 
the attempt at leaft to apply a remedy to it ; and a fliort 
continuance of the fame indecifion may render it incur- 
able. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
A true Copy. 

E. Hay, 

Secretary. 

Read the following minute from Mr. Wheler, Mr. Mac- 
pherfon, and Mr. Stables. 

By Mr Briftow's accounts of the Lucknow treafury 
received yefterday, the balance due the beginning of this 
month was 53 lacks. We could not imagine nor fuggeft 
that the Governor-general fliould be answerable in his 
private fortune for fp large a fum, or that his refponfibi- 
lity for the payment of it, or for the payment of the cur- 
rent kills, fliould extend further than thofe obligations 
which conftitute refponfibility in a decided recommend ac- 
tion of any mcafure, contrary to the" general opinion of 
the majority of the Board, fuch even as the Governor- 
general has exprefled in the clofe of his minu,te2ift Oc- 
tober ; wherein he fays (fpeaking of the fecurity of 
bankers of known credit and refponfibility, tendered by the 
Vizier) " I maintain that we eught to accept this offer." 
• The Governor-general is better acquainted, from his 
long refidence in this country, than we can be, with the 
validity of the bankers' fecurity, thus offered by the Na- 
bob Vizier and his minifter. We wifli that fecurity, or 
a better, if it could be obtained, to be lodged in the 
treafury, before we withdraw the Refideney j -and we ima- 
gine that the declared propofition of reftoring the refi- 
deney to the charge of Mr. Briftow and Mr. Cowper, if 
the Viaier's minifter fail in thefe payments, would bind 
them to a more punctual performance of their engage- 
ments. 

It will on all accounts be neceflary to inform the Vi- 
zier and his minifter immediately, that the Company's 
troops in Oude mull be paid their arrears, and fupplied 

with, 
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with provifions. We approve of the Vizier's refolution, 
of rettoring the Jaghires ; but the Company'* claims upon 
them fhould be firft difcharged (if fuch exift) fo that they 
be reftored without incumbrance ; and the Refident fhould 
in our opinion, be directed to concert with the Vizier 
the beft means of difcharging Gopal Dofs's debt, which 
appears to be in Come train of payment ; he fhould be 
further directed to leleafe the Aumil of Rohilcund, after 
taking proper fecurity for the arrears due by the faid 
Aumil. 

Tbefe points, and others relative to the fituation of the 
Company's in Oude, we confider to demand the imme- 
diate orders of this government, independant of the com- ■« 
plaints againft Mr. Briflow, upon which we have already 
given our decifion. 

If therefore the Governor- general will not take upon 
himfelf the refponfibility which we have ftated in our 
minute of the 28th inftant, and there more clearly ex- 
plained, relative to the balances due to the Company in 
Oude, the current kills, and the expedient of withdraw- 
ing the refidency, it only remains for US to call upon his 
fupport to the orders which we have pointed out in this 
minute, as necefTary to be carried into execution, or to 
direct the fecretary to inform Mr. Briftow of the refolu- 
tion expreffed in the clofe of our laft minute; viz. that 
he is to confider the instructions he has already 'as thofe of 
the Board, and to act under them in the difcharge of his 
duty, informing the government of the obftructions that 
impede him in the necefTary exercife of it. 

A true Copy. (Signed) E. W. 

E. Hay, . J. M«P. 

Secretary. J. S. 

31ft December 1J83, 
The Governor General. 

I can have no objection to charge myjelf with the re- 
fponubility, in the terms of the explanation given of it 
in the preceding minute; that is to fay, that the offer 
made by the Nabob Vizier and his minifter, to give the 
iecurity of bankers of known credit and refponfibility 
for the payment of the balance due to the Company, and 
for the current demands of this year, be accepted, with 
the condition exprefsly annexed, of the recall of Mr, 
Briftow and Mr. Cowper ; and that I will confent to be 
fpecially anfwerable for the propriety of the meafure. 

In making this declaration, I rely upon the promife of 
fupport made to me by the members of the Board in their 
former minute, and I silent to the other conditions of the 
laft. 
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The ftate of the Nabob Vizier's dominions will reader 
it neceflary to leave the funis of the monthly pay me a b, 
and the ultimate period, to future adjdbnent. I will ufe 
my utnwft influence to prevail upon the Nabob to regu- 
late them in the manner moft favourable to the complete 
and fpeedy difcbarge of the Company's debt; and as he 
has promifed to abide by my recommendation in this bufi- 
neft, } have no doubt of effecting it. 

(Signed) W. HASTINGS. 

The Board refolve to withdraw the refidency from 
J-ucknow, and to confirm the Governor- general's ac- 
ceptance of refpon Ability and charge of affairs there, as 
exprefied in his Uft minute ; viz. that the offer made by 
the Nabob Vizier and his minifler, to give the fecurity of 
bankers of known credit and refponlibility for the pay- 
ment of the balance due to the Company, and for the 
current demands of this year, be accepted, with the con- 
dition annexed of the recall of Mr. Briftow and Mr. 
Cowper, the Governor-general confenting to be fpecially 
anfwerable for the propriety of the meafure. 

Agreed that the following letter be written to Mr. 
Briftow. 

To Mr. John Briftow, Refident at the Vizier's Court. 

- Sir, 

Though the Board have fully approved of your con- 
duit fince your late appointment to the office of Refident 
at the Vizier's court, and though they have refolved in 
confequence to referve to you your claim and right to the 
office of Refident at Owde, from the orders of the ho- 
nourable Company, fhouM the office be deemed hereafter 
neceflary j 

We have come to the determination of accepting the 
offers which the Nabob Vizier has made of paying his 
debt and current kifts to the Company, on condition that 
the refidency Jhould be withdrawn from his court. 

To fulfil this condition on our part, you will, on re- 
ceipt of this letter, inform the Nabob Vizier and his 
miniftcr, that you and Mr. Cowper, and the other gentle-, 
men connected with the refidency, are ready to withdraw 
£rom Lucknow, having received orders of recall. ■ ■ But 
as the Tefervation made in favour of your claims to the 
office of Refident at Lucknow, might hereafter, if an- 
nounced at the Vizier's court, be an argument with his 
minifters for fome future objections, you will be pleafcd 
to take no notice of this circumftancc, which we com* 
tnunicate only for your own fat is faction. 

We 
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We make no doubt but the Nabob Vizier and- his mi- 
niften will afford you every aid to fettle the concerns of 
your refidency, and enable you to take your departure 
from Lucknow in the moft amicable manner. The Go- 
vernor-general will write to them upon this fubject -, and 
we trull, that on your part you wit) endeavour to conned, 
as much as poffiWe, the removal of your prefcnt nation 
with good order in the Vizier's affairs. — You will deliver 
over the accounts and neceflary papers to Mr. Wombwell.- 
who returns to his ftation, ana you and your affidavits will 
return to Calcutta.— You will fignify our orders to. then 
accordingly. 

We are, Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 
Humble Servants, 
(Signed) Governor General and Council. 
Fort William, 
Secret Department, 
31ft December 1783. 

A true Copy. 
E. Hay, 
Secretary. 

Mr. WembweU being at prefcnt in Calcutta ; 

Ordered, That he be directed to repair immediately t« 
Lucknow, and to receive charge from Mr. firiftow of the 
accounts and papers of the Reudent's office. 

Brtraif of the Secret Letttr fram Bengal; dated the- 31/P 
December 1783. 

Par. 18. OUR late letters have informed you of the 
differences which have fubfifted in our opinions with re- 
flect to Mr. Briftow's conduct at Lucknow. — The letters 
from Mi. Birftew, as- weft as (he complaints of the Vizier 
and hi* nrinifto, fhew clearly the ftate of the dHpnte : 
your troops in OWe fell feveral months in arrears ; the 
claims upon the Vizier, independent of the current tiffs, 
amounted to upwards of 53 lacks of rupees; a famine 
. had begun to prevail in his country, and evils of the moft 
alarming nature were to be apprehended. — We refer to 
our proceedings for particulars 1 .— The majority of our 
members fupported Mr. Briftow's conduct ; jhe Governor- 
general condemned it. Differences at our own Board, 
and thefe differences known in the Vizier's dominions, 
could not but add to the public diftrefs.— The" representa- 
tions from the Vizier and his minifter, as well as Mr. 
Bnftow, continued as ftroog as ever. The Governor- 
general 
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general called on the majority to determine what fhoiild 
be done ; his inftruftions to Mr. Briftow were declared 
by the Governor-general to be cancelled by his revocation 
of them, and the majority of the Board were required to 
furnifli Mr. Briftow with new. The majority refolved to 
fake the matter into their ferious confidcration ; and on the 
28th inftant delivered in a minute, which with the Gover- 
nor-general's anfwer to it, the reply from Mr. Whelcrj 
Mr. Macpherfon, and Mr. Stables, and that from the 
Governor- genera], accepting the proportion of the majo- 
rity, we have the honour to fend numbers in this packet. 
— The refult is, that we have refolved to withdraw the 
Tefidency from Lucknow, and to confirm the Governor- 
general's acceptance of refponfibility and charge of affairs 
there, as ex pre fled in his laft minute; that is, that the 
offer madtby the Nabob Vizier and his minifter, to give 
the fecurity of the bankers of known credit and refponfi- 
bility for the payment of the balance due to the Company, 
and for the current demands of this year, be accepted, 
, with the condition annexed of the recall of Mr. Briftow 
■and Mr.Cowper, the Governor-general confenting to be 
fpecially anfwerable for the propriety of the meafure.— 
But when we remove the refidency from Lucknow, we 
referve to Mr. Briftow his claim and right to that office 
by your orders, fhould fuch office be deemed hereafter ne- 
ceflary. — We have the honour to tranfmit to you a copy 
of our letter to Mr. Briftow on this occafion. 

19. We have the honour to acquaint you, that in con- 
fequence of the directions implied in your letter to us of 
the 14th of February laft, of the diftreffes of the diftrift 
of Fcrocabad, the ftrong reprefentations on this fubject 
from the Nabob Mazuffer Jung, and his difiatisfa&ion, 
as well -as that of the Vizier, with the Sezawul appointed 
to remit the tribute from thence to Lucknow, we feme 
time fince appointed Mr. John Willi's to be Refident on 
the , part of this government with the Nabob Mazuffer 
Jung, not doubting that the Vizier will confirm our 
choice of this gentleman; and for this purpofe a letter 
has been addrefied to his Excellency by the Governor- 
general. 



ExtraB of Bengal Secret Consultations, %tb Otlobtr 1784. 

READ the following letter, and ericlofures, from 
Mr. Briftow. 

Honourable 
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Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

I have been honoured through your fecretary with the 
Copy of a letter from the honourable the Governor -general, 
covering fundry enclofures, on the mode of making my 
receipts and difburfenients during my late refidency at 
the court of Owde, and I beg leave to offer you my ac- 
knowledgements for the opportunity hereby offered me of 
j lift if ving my conduct. 

I (nail have little difficulty in replying to a charge, 
which fetsout with a confdBon that I made your orders 
and regulations my invariable guide. To fave your ho- 
nourable Board the trouble of a reference, I take the 
liberty to enclofe copies of your orders in the year 1776 
on this fubjedt. It will appear, upon a perufal of them, 
that they were intended to remedy the inconvenience of 
the very plan now propofed by Hyder Beg Khan. If the 
allay table had been found unfair to the Vizier, he might, 
in -the firft inftance, or at any fucceeding period, during 
eight years of its continuance, have objected to it : he, 
on the contrary, at the conclufion of every year, was ac- 
cuftomed to approve and fign the accounts of my prede- 
ceffors in office ; and it will be found, upon a comparative 
view of our accounts, that my mode of calculating the 
batta faithfully correfponds with that ufed by them. . In 
thofe days there were no complaints ; and I am juftified 
in remarking, that the prefent application to you, upon a 
point fo clearly eftablilbed by your orders, and by pre- 
cedent, has every appearance of perfonal enmity on the 
• part of Hyder Beg Khan againft: me, without any con- 
sideration of public good. 

On an infpection of the accounts of my predeceftbrs, 
it will be found, that on all receipts from the Aumils of 
Rohilcund, the batta, as fixed in the allay table on Ba. 
rcMy rupees, was charged— on all receipts from Corah, 
that fixed on Corah rupees ; and. fo with all the different 
fpecies of rupees current in the Vizier's dominions, pre- 
cifely in the fame manner as I have done. Nor do I fee 
how any other mode than the one thus practiced by my 
predeceflbrs, and myfelf, could with propriety have been 
adopted. I had no authority, in contradiction to an ex- 
press regulation of the Board, to alter the batta, which 
they had fixed on each particular fpecie with a precifion 
that left me no alternative. All the payments on account 
of the troops Rationed in Rohilcund were made in Barelly 
rupees at theeftablifhed rate of batta ; and had I adopted, 
as has fometimes been found neceffary, the fimple method 
of tranfporting the revenues from feveral diftricts in Hac- 
keries toLucknowl I muft have paid the whole away to 
the paymasters, and others to whom I bad occafion to 

make 
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make ditburfements, at the fame rate. They would not 
have been fatisfied with an opinion from me, that the ex- 
change in the aiTay table was much over-rated — that the 
Batta in the Bazar had fo .fluctuated as to make them 
nearly in equal in value to the Sicca of the day— and that 
they ought therefore to receive them as fuch. They 
would, in anfwer to all this, have produced the cftablifhed 
rates, and required payment accordingly, and I mull; have 
complied. By adopting, on the oth<r hand, the method 
of negotiating bills, the diftant diftficls were not drained . 
of their fpecie, and the Batta being ftill charged as pro- 
vided by the allay table, in the fame manner as it muft 
have been if tranfported in Hackeries, neither the Vizier 
jror the Company fuftained any lofs. 

If the 23d, 24th, and 25th funs were indeed equal to 
ffandard, it was more than I knew ; the Sicca of the year 
bus ever been valued, both in the a flay table and in the 
receipts and difburfcments of my immediate predeceffbrs 
in office, at the fame rate as that charged in my accounts; 
and having fo decided an authority as the former for my 
guidance, it never occurred to me to inveftigate its ac- 
curacy. Hyder Beg Khan afferts to the Governor-gene- 
ral, that he had reprefented to me the Siccas of the late 
coinage, or 23d, 24th, and 2,5th funs, as having been 
made equal in weight and finenefs to the ftandard, and 
that I ought therefore to have received them as fuch. I 
fhall, in refutation of his aflertion, content myfelf with 
obferving, that Hyder Beg Khan has on this occafion 
added one more to the numberlefs mifrcprefentations with 
which he has already Gained your records. 

I certainly knew that the affay table was eftabliflied, 
** becaufe the feveral fpecies were proportionably inferior 
" to the ftandard, or Fyzabad 16 fun Sicca;'* and this 
conviction alone, indcpendant of the reafons I have already 
urged, would have deterred me from making any altera- 
tion in the eftablilhed practice, or attempting to regulate" 
the rates of Batta by the fluctuations in the Bczar. I had 
well-grounded hopes that 1 might have been fo fortunate 
as to realize the whole, or nearly the whole, of the Com- 
pany's claims upon the Nabob; and I have no doubt, 
but for the obstructions thrown in my way by the intrigues 
of the minifter, that I mould have Succeeded in this ex- 
pectation. I mould then have been enabled to fend down' 
to the prefidcncy a confiderable firm in fpecie ; and ft 
would have afforded me Angular fatisfaclion to have been' 
inftrumental in removing, or at leaft in alleviating, the 
very great fcarcity of ready money fo generally felt in , 
Calcutta. In that cafe had I regulated the Batta con- 
focmably to the' fluctuations in the Bezar, inftead of the* 
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affay tabic, and the Barclly rupee* had been received from 
the Viaier, agreeable to the honourable the Governor- 
general's Iratement of the cafe, at 30 or 25 per cent, dis- 
count, in lieu of 42. 10. 9, as eftabliihed. by affay, fup- 
pofing the calculations in the table to be accurate, the 
Company on fending them to the Mini would have fuffer- 
ed a lofs of near 20 per cent, by an unauthorized devia- 
tion on ray part from the Board's positive -and molt ex- 
plicit orders. 

It now only remains for me to remark on the Gourfhies, 
the fpecie in which the revenues of Kiuagur are paid. It 
happened that there were few of them in circulation at 
Lucknow % I was therefore, in my negotiations for realis- 
ing the amount of the Company's alignment on that 
4 rfirict , commonly under the neceffity of receiving Luck- 
now ficem, at the exchange of the day. Thefe were in . 
the market never inferior in value to the Goorfhies, and 
were, often one per cent, better. I however thought it 
tny 4nty* as the Aueitl had engaged in his Cabooleat to 
pay gporihies, to give the Vizier credit in my accounts 
for that. .Specie, at a dlftount of only a., a. 6 per cent. 
agreeable to the affay table; whereas, al has been ihewn 
above, I received Lueknow rupees Sometimes at par, and 
often with a deduction of 1 per cent, on which I was ob- 
liged .in my dilburfements to allow a batta of 5. 9. 3 per . 
cent. 1 ■ hence it clearly appears, that on my receipts from 
Kiffagur I fuftained, upon an average, a lofs of about 
\ per cent- which I thought it better to fubmit to, in the 
■ope that it would be made up to me upon the whole ex- 
change, than by the expedient already mentioned of trans- 
porting the revenue in hackeries to drain that diftri£t of 
its fpecie — yet has Hydcr Beg Khan, with a blind inve- 
teracy, included even thefe receipts in his mofl fallacious 
cftimate of the Vizier's lone*. 

The Governor-general in his letter obferves, " it might 
*' be fuppofed that the Rcfident Would make ufc of his 
** influence to caufe a great proportion of the payments 
** to be made in thofe fpeciet which were in the affay 
" table moft depreciated in companion of their current 
11 and intrinfic value:"— That I had, during the whole 
of my late residency, no influence equal the production 
of fuch effects, is fully evinced in my having been un- 
able, with the ample powers delegated to me in my in- 
flru&ions, to execute any the moft minute point of 
reform therein, fo forcibly enjoined me ; with how much 
greater force does the honourable the Governor-general's 
reafontng apply to HyderBeg Khan, who, with an in- 
fluence fa effectual, and the abfolute controul he pofleffed 
over every department and every individual of the Vizier's 
V61.W- '-=" N govern- 
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government, could with cafe either have debafed the coin 1 , 
or enhanced the value of every fpccie, as might beft ftrit 
his interested purpofe, if not restrained by tome fpetifte 
regulation, fuch as the aflay table ? 
- I never interfered in the detail ; and my general in- 
structions for the management of the treafury enjoined a 
rigid adherence to the aflay table, and to the forms in 
ufe by my predeceflbrs. When, in the month of Septem- 
ber I aft, 1 laid my accounts for the preceding year (i 190 
Fuflulee) before the- Vizier and his minifter, no fuch 
objections as thefe now ftated were urged. My accounts 
were found ftrietly conformable, both in form and matter; 
to former ufage, and were approved accordingly. Could 
Hyder Beg Khan have discovered any thing chargeable 
with fuch matter of accufation as he has now thought 
proper to produce againft them, it is not probable that iri 
his anxiety at that period to effect the removal of your 
Resident, who, without power indeed to controul, yet 
unceafmgly watched his conduct : it is not -probable, I 
fay, that fo circumftanced he would have neglected fo 
promifing a profpeft of accompli (hi ng this his favourite 
object. He had fhewn himfelf anxioufly difpofed to cri- 
minate my conduct in every instance; and it is not reafo- 
nable to fuppofe he would have omitted an accufation of 
this nature, when he .had not hefitated to produce, as 
charges againft me, complaints ftantped with the molt 
unequivocal proofs of my zeal for your fervice," and his 
determined oppofition to every meafure, however forcibly 
recommended by. you, that militated in any inapt againft 
the uncontrouled power and influence he had ' fo many 
years enjoyed over the Vizier's dominions. 

Fort William, I have the honour, &c. 

■ 2d October 1784. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 

In addition to what has been faid, I beg leave to trouble 
you with an obfervation which I did not introduce into 
the body of this letter, as not being immediately con- 
nected with the fubject, though, as it-exhibits a cuftom 
eftabliflied in your own provinces fimilar to that in which 
my defence is founded, it may not improperly follow in 
this place. 

That in the year 1773 a table, containing the different 
rates of batta on the various fpecies pf rupees receiveable 
in the courfe of the collections, jnt eftabliflied by autho- 
rity, in order thai the government might have fome fixed 
rule to afceriam the value of rupees, and not be fubjefct 
Xf> the daily fluctuations in the Bezar exchange j and I 
underfland that the fame rates are ftill in force, and that 
all payments of revenue at the public treafuric*, when 

made 
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made in various forts of rupees, are ftill regulated by the 
ftandard, 

(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 

Extroff ef a Letter from the Gtvernor-gtntral and Council 
te Mr. John Brijttw, Ktftdent at Owde ; dated %th Ja- 
nuary 1776. 

We tranfmit you a copy of our Affay-mafter's reports 
of the exact value of the Fyzabad Sicca rupees, and the 
comparative proportion which the other rupees received 
in payment from the Nabob bear to that fpecie. 

We deiirc you will adjuft the accounts of the late Vi- 
zier, and of the prefent Nabob ef Owde conformably t» 
thefe rates. 
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Extralt tf a Letter from the Governor General and Council, 
to Mr* Brifttw ; dated iifh June 1776. 

In bur letter of the 8th of January, we directed that 
the account of the difference of Batta between Fyzabad 
Siccas and rupees of inferior afibrtments, received l» 
payment from Che Nabob of Owd, (tall be afcertained 
by. the difference in their intrinfic value, and not by the 
fluctuating exchange of the Bazer. We are not fure that 
you have followed this rule in the accounts which you 
have lately tranfmitted to us. We defire, therefore, that 
you will inform us on what ftandard you form the Batta 
inferred in your cafh account of the 31ft March ; and 
direct, that if that account be not drawn out with the 
Batta equivalent to the difference between the intrinfic 
value of the inferior fpecies of rupees and Fyzabad Sic- 
cas, agreeable to the Affay Mailer's report, which has 
been tranfmitted you for that purpofe, you will fend us 
a rectified account, drawn out according to that rule, and 
that you will literally conform to this in all your future 
accounts. We are very deiirousof receiving your accounts 
for April as foon as pofEble, adjufted in this manner ; as 
the accountant, for want of them, cannot balance the 
books to that period, or complete an eftimate of refources 
for the prefent year. 

We defire that yo» will zfcertain and report to us the 
weight and ftnenefs of a Bangalo Sicca, which we fup- 
pofe to be the fame as the Fyzabad Sicca, or the current 
Sicca of the province of Owde ; and that you will in- 
form us of the current rate of exchange between thofe 
Siccas and Patna Sunats at Fyzabad or Lucknow. Our 
motive for making thefe enquiries arifes from a represen- 
tation which has been lately made to us, that the rupees 
iffued in payment to the army are in reality rive per cent. 
worfe than the Patna Sunats, and that this difference is 
made to them in their pay, but withheld in their Batta 
and other allowances. We are at a lofs to know whether 
the 5 per cent, which is allowed to the troops in their 
pay, be an excefs, or whether they are deprived of their 
due by its not being extended alfo to their other allow- 
ances. We therefore requeft that you will take pains to 
gain all the information upon this fubje& in your power, 
jo aflift us in our defire to do juftice to the army and to 
the Company in our decifioo upon it. 

A true Extract, 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 

'Nj Read 

n.r-^GoOgle 
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Read another letter from Mr. Briftow, as follows ; 

Gentlemen, , 

I have had the honour to- receive your fecretary's let- 
ters of the ift July, 26th of Auguft, and 2d inftant. 

The Govern or- general having informed you, in h» 
letter of the 14th of June laft, that he fhould foon have 
occalion to addrefs you again on the fubject of my dif- 
burfements, and as he had ftated no fpecilic objection to 
them, it was out of my power to give a fatisfactory ex- 
planation. I fuppofed the fubjeft of the Batta was con- 
nected with that of my difburfements ; and I truft it will 
appear, upon an infpeftion of the account, that my fup- 
pofition was well founded. My waiting therefore for 
further explanations, especially as they were fo foon to be 
expected, will, I hope, be approved of by you. — It did 
not proceed from difrefpect to your commands, for I 
could not but be exceedingly anxious tq afford you^Catis- 
1 faction on points of fuch magnitude, in the event of 
which both my character and fortune were 'apparently 
involved— —I relied on your juftice not to expect a de- 
fence, while the accusations preferred againft me were 
incom pleat. 

I now fee that it was a natural confequence of the ge- 
neral principle of the acting minifter's conduct, that be 
fhould produce fallacious accounts againft me, knowing, 
as he did, that the feveral reprefentations which I made 
to you on tbe ftate of the Vizier's revenue exhibited an 
annual decreafe of near a Crore of rupees, at tbe expira- 
tion of the fifth year of his adminiftration. — In making 
thefe reprefentations I acted in ftridt conformity to your 
commands, which inftrucled me to obtain " an early and 
" minute knowledge of the ftate of the province of Owde 
" efpecially, and the reft of the Nabob Vizier's domi- 
" m#ns, and report the refult of my enquiries." If in 
the difcharge of my duty, and in felf defence, I have 
unavoidably expofed circumftances which have criminated 
Hyder Beg Khan, and excited his perfonal refentment, 
it is to your juftice that I muft truft to a due conlideration 
of our relative fituations. — I now beg leave to repeat my 
acknowledgements for the opportunity afforded me, of 
vindicating my conduct by fo candid and fait a commu- 
nication of the charges. 

I deny that the Vizier has any claim upon me. So far 
as the imperfect lights afforded me in the firft inftance 
would admit, I had prepared a full refutation of the corn- 
plaint on the mode " of making my receipts and difburfe- 
v ments j" and finding it correct, I have now- accord- 
ingly, delivered it in. Tljc other complaint, of " my 
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«.* having incurred certain unauthorized difburfementc," 
exhibits a variety of new matter, to which I could nor 
poffibly have prepared any defence. It will require Tome 
days to examine and arrange the papers, and I mutt foli- 
cit your permiffion for this delay. 

Your fecretary's letter of the 26th of Auguft, cover- 
ing the copy of one from the honourable the Governor- 
general, directs me to acquaint you " why I did not in* 
w timate to the Vizier your wifli that the two Roflalaha 
** of cavalry, which returned with the detachment from 
*■' the weft of India, might be kept up at the ftations of 
" Cawnpore and Futty Ghur i" 

I have the honour to inform you, that no with or refo- 
lution of your honourable Board to the above effect was 
ever communicated to me. As I was apprehenlive that 
your commands on this fubjefl might by fome accident 
have mifcarried, I applied to your fecretaries, Meflrs. 
firuere and Hay, by whom I am informed, that they had 
no orders to communicate any fuch refolution to me, and 
that it palled fubfequent to my recall. 

Calcutta, I have the honour, &c. 

4th Oft. 1784, {Signed) }. BRISTOW. 

' To the hamurablt ■Warren Ha/ting s t Efquire, Governor-ge- 
neral, &(. Members of the Supreme Council at Fart Wil- 
liam. 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, ■ 

I SHALL now do myfelf the honour of replying to 
the objections offered by the Nabob Vizier again ft certain 
articles of my difburfements ; but as the account trans- 
mitted by me to Hyder Beg Cawn was not Sufficiently 
explicit on the beads under which the feveral fums were 
dilburfed, I have therefore given it a new form. The 
enclosure. No. 1, will explain the particulars. The pa- 
per, No. x, contains my Separate reply to each article of 
object ion. 

In the years 1775 and 1776, when I had the good for- 
tune to execute all your commands with fuccefs, the 
charges of the reiidency were upon a very moderate fcale; 
with refpect to the increafe of them Jincc, I humbly con- 
ceive no refpon Ability can reft with me, for inftitutions 
which did not originate through my agency, or by my 
advice. If my difburfements were improper, it \i to Hy- 
der Beg Cawn, who now complains of them, that a prin- 
cipal (hare of the blame fhould be attributed. He pof- 
feffed the un participated and entire adminiftration of the 
Vizier's affairs ; he was the agent through whom they 
were Sift eftablifaetL 

N* The, 
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The fevrral inftaoces in which the Nabob Vi»ief de- 
nies the having given his fan&ion to my dttburfenentl, 
though incurred in conformity to hit orders, are particu- 
larly deferving your^notice; Such an extraordinary con- 
duct is hardly to be attributed to the Vizier himfelf. In- 
deed I obferve in the honourable the Governor-general's 
letter of the 25th Auguft, that it is Hyder Beg Cawn who 
prepared and delivered the expofition. I am therefore: 
juftified in confidering the objections ftated in the name 
of the Nabob Vizier, not as his, but as his minister's. 

When Hyder Beg Cawn violates the faith and honour 
of his Sovereign, in causing him to deny expenditures to 
which he gave his Sanction, which no motive but a defire 
to oblige induced me to make, and without the expecta- 
tion or defire of emolument to myfelf, it can only be at- 
tributed to his refentment againft me. In the amicable 
and familiar intercourse which 1'had the honour to pre- 
serve with the Vizier, he was accuftomed to apply to me 
for various European commodities, and often to a confi- 
' derable amount : with fuch applications I never hefitated 
to comply, without requiring an authority in writing for 
each expenditure, the demand for which would have been 
degrading to the Vizier, and difgraceful to your represen- 
tative. Such were the reafons that induced me to ad- 
vance the money on account of. the clothing and coral 
upon a verbal application. 

If I erred in making the accuftomed difrnirfements of 
my office, it was in judgment, but not from interefted 
motives. Hyder Beg Cawn was apprised of my inten- 
tions concerning the allowances of the gentlemen, and be 
alfented to them. 

I have produced pofitive evidence that many article* 
which the Vizier is now made to difallow, were autho- 
rized by him, and that Hyder Beg Cawn was himfelf the 
agent through whom that authority was granted. If my 
' difburfements had exceeded thofe of my predeceflbr, the 
minifter's conduct might carry with it an appearance of 
juftice; but the contrary is notorious, for my difburfe. 
ments were upon a reduced fcale. AH thefc circum fiancee 
confidered, I flatter myfelf that accufations founded in 
prejudice will never he Suffered to injure my reputation i 
and I truft that my private fortune cannot be made re- 
Sponfible for charges incurred either under written or 
verbal authority, or according to the preScriptive ufage 
of my prcdcccflbrs in office, from which, I again beg 
leave to repeat, no poffible emolument could fall to my 
Share, 

I continued the official expences which I found eftab- 

liflicd on my arrival at Lucjmow, and the gentlemen who, 

received; 
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received allowances from the Refident had cither ap- 
pointments directly from your honourable Board, or your 
permiffion to refide at Lucknow. I knew not that the 
allowances paid by my predeceffbrs For yean paft had 
been cenfured or reprobated by you ; but whether thole 
allowances were exorbitant, or the principle which etbb- 
Jifljed them improper, the refponfibilicy of the meafure 
lefts, as I have already remarked, with Hyder Beg Cawn, 
through whofe agency it originated ; and 1 1 could not fnp- 
pofe a new fan it ion was requifite, while I a&ed only in 
conformity' to the ufageof my office. 

When the refidency was abolifhed, I considered it in- 
cumbent on me to dole all accounts, and difcharge all 
demands. It was certainly my duty to pay the allowances 
of the aJTdtants before my authority ceafed ; the recovery 
of tljeir claims at any future period would have refted 
on the pleafnre of the minifter, and muft have been pre- 
carious. The greateft proportion of the difburfemenrs 
made by me was iflued from time to time, as occasions 
occurred, and the exigencies of the lervicc required. It 
would have been impoffible to have executed the duties 
of my office unlefs I had defrayed thefe difburlements, 
and it was not to be expeded that I ftiould make diem 
from my private fortune. The (urn actually paid by me 
St the abolition of the refidency did not amount to four 
lacks of rupees ; and it was not to be fuppofed that the 
arrangements made by the minister, in confequence of 
his engagements to difcharge upwards of feventy lacks, 
the balance then due to the Company, could be affected 
by a difburfement comparatively (o trifling. 

I have now replied to theaccufations preferred againlt 
me. 1 have, upon folid and juft grounds, conndered 
them as originating from Hyder Beg Cawn, although the 
name of his fovereign is brought forward to authenticate 
his afiertions ; I am therefore to regard him as the fole 
evidence againft me i and were I to objeft to the credibi- 
lity of the witnefs who thus impeaches my character and 
conduct, I mould not deviate from the rules of felf-de- 
fence, or the laws of juftice : but this point I fubmit to 
your con fide rati on j to your impartiality I appeal for my 
conviction or acquittal ; and, though I might be able to 
prove the conduct of Hyder BegCawn devoid of truth 
and integrity ; though I might be able to (hew the mo- 
tives that have influenced him to perfevere in a preme4 
di taped attack upon my honour and character, by prefer- 
ring and repeating the moil unprovoked and unjultihable 
accufations - though I have the jufteft grounds, in my 
opinion, for impeaching his administration during the 
eight years he has poflsfled the unparticipated and entire 
authority 
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authority of the Vizier's government, I fhall not at pre- 
fcnt trouble your honourable Board with the detail, in the 
confidence that I have (aid enough to juftify myfelf; and 
that, if you Should deem further arguments, proofs, or 
documents, neceffary, you will not refufe me the oppor- 
tunity of fubmltting (hem to your consideration. 

In order to prcfent immediately to your view the cha- 
racter I have uniformly fupported, and the approbation 
with which I have been honoured in all my conduct by 
your honourable Board, permit me to refer to the accom- 
panying extracts of your proceedings. 

In corroboration of what 1 have urged reflecting Hyder 
Beg Cawn, I appeal to your records at large, and in par- 
ticular to the following paragraph of my general instruc- 
tions, dated the 23d of October 1781. 

'' 4th. Immediately on your arrival found the difpofU 
*' tion of Hyder Beg Cawn; his conduct has for fome 
** time paft been highly reproachable j till within thefe 
*' three months, when Mr. jfohufon aflumed a large por- 
** tion of bis authority, he poffeffed, without controul, 
*' both the unparticipated and entire adminiftration, with 
** all the powers annexed to that government, the Nabob 
** himfelf being, as he ever mult be in the hands of Toms 
*■* perfon, a mere cypher in his, and the fanction by which 
" he exercifed his authority ; yet he has dared both to 
** ufe the Nabob's name, and even bis leal affixed to let- 
•* ters, either dictated to the Nabob, or written for him 
** without his knowledge, containing very improper Ac- 
** mands on our government, and fuch as evidently tend* 
" ed to promote Hyder Beg's influence and intereft, and 
** even to make him affume a very unbecoming tone of 
•' refufal, reproach, and refcntment, in opposition to 
" meafures recommended by me, and even to acts done 
41 by my authority, in literal conformity to the Nabob's 
" own earneft folic itations, fuch as the refumption of the. 
** Jaghires, and the feizure of his father's treafure, which 
" has been fo long fuffered to remain in the hands of the 
*' Begum his mother, and the other conditions of the en- 
" gagement exacted from me at Chuoar." 
" ' I have the honour to be, 

with the gixateft refpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

Calcutta, Your moft obedient, 

l6th Nov. 17S4. Humble Servant, 

(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
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An Account of Rtcthts and Dijburfmtnts tnait bjMr.Brif. 
ttw* as Rtfdt»t at Lutknm, from Qftebsr 1782 U Janu- 
ary 1784, bttb indufivt * 

RECEIPTS. 

To cafli received, particulars, agree- 
able to the account tranfmitted to Hy- 
der Bee Cawn, the Vizier's afting 
minifter - - — "•* I 'W , S- 

Since received in full, from the- 
Farmer of Kyragur, through Captain 
Dennis ' - " ' 8 '°°° 



11,49,729 15 




14,367 14 ■■ 


11,64,097 13 


II 



Balance 

Rupees 

Balance - - »4.$&7 "4 » 

Since clofing the above account, Mr. 
Thomas tendered me payment of the 
fum charged in the 7th reference to the 
Vizier's remarks - - &»°°o 



Balance - - 8.367 '4 " 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
2. Allowance to the Refident's Affiftants, viz. 

Mr. Cowper, firft affiftant, and ap- 
pointed in fucceffion to the refidency 1,05,425 II J 

Meffrs. Swainftone, Gregory, Saml. 
Middleton, Neave, and Holt* 16 
months, at 2,000 each per month - 1,60,000 — — 

Mr- Trevor Wheler, 5,000 rupees 
per month, for 16 months - - 80,000 — — 

Rupees - 3,45,425 11 3 
The Refident's Official Difturfements, viz. 

Mr.Reybaud,a monthly 
writer, from the 23d Oft. 
l782totheendof*March " . 

1783, at 400 pet mont> ay* 6 a "" M 

Digtoeooy GOOgle 
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Mr. Morgan, do. to 10 
Jan. 178?, at 200 rupees 
per month - _ 526 to 8 

Mr. Michael, part of 
Oa. 1782 to nth No- 
vemberdo. - - 168 10 8 

Mr. Daqnin, from the 
2ld Qa. 1782 to the 9th 
November 1783 - - 1,850 10 8 

Mr. Sicklona, from 
Dec. 1782 to Oaober 
178a, inclufiye - - 2,134 — 

Mr. Strong, 13 mos. 
at 200 rupees per month 2,600 — 

Mr. Jones, from 15th 
Augufti78 3 to 3 iftOa. 
1783, at 400 rupees per 
■month - - 1,000 — — 

Do. and writers, from 
November 1783 572 

Do. Dec.—— 66b 

Do. Jan. 1784 900 



"& 



Expence of monthly 
writers, for 16 months 12,526 2 — 

Moordhy's office, from 
Oaober 1782 to Jan. 

"j, inclufive - 10,688 2 6 

. reafury charges, do. 7,330 — — 

Dawk charges under 
Ifmael Beg, do. - - 36,273 — 6 

Hoi as Roy, news 
writer at Fyzabad, and 
agent with the Begums, 
ditto - - , )28o 

Sundry diiburfements 
made by Mr. Briftow - 50*446 6 6 

TheRefident was ex- 
clusively allowed above 
1,200 rupees a month for 
his official difburfements, 
which fum was regularly 
received by Mr. Middle- 
- ton : not being certain 
of the exaa amount, I 
iball Itate it as above, at 
1,200 rups. a month, for 
16 months is 1,92,000 
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Deduct, already charged 
in part ri. i ( i 8,543 ll ° 

73,456 



Gentlemen whofe Allowances were paid, 

exclufive of the Affiftants j via. j 

Mr. Bruce, furgeon to 
the Vizier, and to the re- 
giment (rationed at Luclc- 
now, 3,136 rupees per 
month, for 16 montht 50,176 — — 

Mr. Orr, employed in 
the Accomptant's -office, 
at 2,000 rupees do. - 32,000 — — * 

Mr. Taylor's friary, 
1 ,000 rupees a month, for 
16 months — 16,000 
Do. Dawk bearers 16,000 

— . — 32,000 — — 

, ..... 1,14,176 — — 

Rupees ■— 6,51,601 11 3 
Dawks to the detachment under the 
command of Lieut. Colonel Knudfon 385 — — * 

6,51,986 11 3 
Khord Mehull, through Major 



Gilpin 



Jflpin - io,ooo — — 

Feeding the Begums' Elephants • 3,206 10 8 

Mintexpences, through Sheelt Morau- 
doola - 4**75 *" "* 

Price of an Elephant given to Major 
Lumfdane,uponthecaptureofBulbudder 1,400 — — 

Gratuity to Tucfcey Beg and Ifinael 
Beg, at the time of Bulbuddci's difturb- 
ances > - - - 5,000 — • — 

Allowance to a Vackecl from Mahajee 
Scindia - 1,400 — — 

Allowance to Mr. Thomas, furgeon, 
in part - 10,000 — — « 

Do. to Rajah Kofhall Roy - - 8,000 — — 

Expenccs incurred by Capt. Jaques, 

Srecable to the orders of the honourable 
e Governor General and Council - 6,161 7 — 
Meer LFmjud - - 10,000 — — 

Colonel Morgan, in lieu of Bazar du- 
ties - ■ ■ - - - 1,00,000 — — 
Expence 

Digged oyGOOglC 
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Expenceoftranfport- 
ing the Begums effeds 4S0 — — 

Do. of the Arfenal, 
through Colonel Mar- 
tine - - g,n8 15 — 

Colonel Cuming, in 

fart of his allowances in 
ieu of Bazar duties - 50,000 — — 
Expence of purchas- 
ing fait petre for the 
Arfenal - _ $,000 — — 

Sheik Ctmiinall- uri- 
dine 



1,000 

t, r i , > ~~ ' 2 ' 2 S»°4 2 — * 

4. RefyJent's guard - . 3,09,607 — — 

- Cloathing for 5 



battalions of Sepoys, and 
30,000 Flints 

6. Re-building the 
oarracks, for the regi- 
ment (rationed at Luck- 
now by Major M'Clary 13,900 — 

Major J«bnftone, for 
erefting a flied for the 
ordnance attached to the 
regiment ftationed at 
Lucknow, and for the 
reitdence of the Euro- 
pean artillery men - 2,538 -*- — 

Lieut. Bie, repairing 
Do. in June 1783 - 589 8 — 

Lieutenant Shipton, 
Do. in pa. 1783 - 534 to — 

7. Mr. Thomas, in part of his allow- 
ances - - , _ 

8. Mr. Moory, for Coral, on account 
of the Vizier, and paid for by me agree- 
able to his Highnefs's order 

9. Captain Dennis, in part of his 
claim for contingent expences incurred 
during his command in the province of 
JUahabad - 



45,000 . 



16,562 2 — . 

6,000 — — 



8,000 — — 



Rupees - 11,64,097 13 . 



Calcutta, the 26th Nov. 1784. 

Errors excepted. 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 

Am 

• 
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^f» Acttttnt, containing the Nabob VtKttr't Rttoarh M tht 
tantingtnt Cbagtt incurred by Mr. Jabn Briflew, t» %*• 
fidtnt at the Fitter's Ceurt. 

ift. RECEIPTS (vix.) 
Siccas 5,^9,611 —— . . . 

Barrelly rupees 

6,68,535 »+ *°i 
Corahs 1.33,576 — — . 

— ' -14,01,71a 14 I0| 

Deduft Batta on the 

Barrclly rupees . - 

64,016 4 3 

Do. - on the Corah do. 

7»5'5 63 

— ■ ■ . ■ 71.531 10 6 

Net amount, which the 

Vizier ftates to have 

been collected by Mr. 

Briftow, - Sicca rupees - 13*30,191 4 4$ 

ad. CHARGES (viz.) 

To Mr. Oer 32,000 — — . 

Mr. Abboo, writer - a,n6 — — 

Mr. Morgan, do. - * 5*6 10 8 

Mr. Nungien, do. - - 168 6 — 

Mr. Dubkin, do. - 1,850 — — 

Mr. Suckloo, do. * 3,132 — — 

Mr. Aftrorien, do. - - a,6oo •— — 

Monlhies expences - 10,688, a 6 

HocJafi Roy, news writer at Fyxabad 1,180 — — 

Mr. Hulbrifs, writer - 1,000 — — 

Writers under the abote - 1,132 — — 
Expences of the officers of the rreafuiy 7,330 — — 
Allowances to the gentlemen under 

Mr. Briftow - 3,45,425 11 3 

Dawk charges under Iamael Bed 36,273 — 6 
Mr. Taylor's al- 
lowance - 16*000 — — - 
Do. for the Dawk 

bearers - 16,000 



— ' ' " ■■ " — ■■■ 32,000 — ■•— 
Sundry difburfements made by Mr. 

Briltow - - 50446 6 6 

Allowance to Mr. Bruce, furgeon 50,176 — — 
Dawk expences to Colonel Knudfon 385 — — • 

S»78.i30 — — 
The 

Digged oyGOOglC 
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The Nabob having allowed the fuss 
' of 25,000 iirpees'per menfem to the Re- 
fident, to defray the expence* of the 
gentlemen under him, together with the 
office and dawk charges, ice- during 
the period of Mr. Briftow's rcfidence at 
his court, amounts to - 4,00,000 — — 

The difference, being rupees 1,78,530. 4. i, cannot be 
admitted. 

3d. The Nabob admits in this remark 
fundry difbur foments to the amount of 2,25,042 — 8* 

4. Regarding the fum which Mr. Brff- 
tow ftates to have been expended in pay 
to the battalion, cloathing them, and 
building them barracks, the Nabob ob- .. 
Jerves that Mr. Briftow has made an in- 
creafc in the pay to the feven companies, 
and has alfo inferted the expence qf '■ 
cloathing, and building barracks, with'' 
out acquainting him therewith; yet to 
t cauie him no trouble he (the Nabob} is ' " ' 

willing to admit it ; viz. , . , 

Pay to the battalion - : - "tfilfiot — — 
Building barracks . oil6* — . •— 
Cloathing - ->.... f t53 t . 

3*091607 V _ 

5th-. Regarding the expence of. par* .. 
chafing cloathing and flints, the Nabob 
obferves it was incurred without his or- 
der*; but fince Mr. Briftow fent them, ,ii 
he hi wilting to allow of (hit article being 45,060 •— — 

6th. Regarding the expence of bailding new barracks, 
stnd repairing others, the Nabob observe), that it was in- 
curred without his orders or knowledge, and is therefore 
inadmiflable; viz. . . 

, Building of new barracks * 11,458 6 — 

By Major Johnfon - st fJ j8 g „ 

Repairing do. through Mr. Petty 589 8 — 

do. — Do. , - 53 ;__ 



t 5 ,i»i , 



7th. Mr. Briftow isferts the fum of 
16,000 rupees, as paid to Mr. Thomas, 
but Mr. Thomas acknowledges the re- 
-eeipt only of 10,000 rupees — dinerence 6,000 — — 



8th. As 

n:<i-^: >y G00gle 
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' 8th. As to the'purchaftng * Pearls, 
the Nabob remarks that he does not 
know by what authority Mr. Briftow has 
inferted the expence, being - 1,900 — ■ — < 

9th. Excefs in the allowances to the 
gentlemen under Mr. Briftow, and other 
charges above mentioned - 1*78,530 4 1 

10th. Batta, as ftated by Mr. Briftow 2,46,465 3 7 
Allowed by the Vizier - T^SZ 1 IO " 



Difference - i>74i933 9 * 

nth. Difference in the collections of 
Khiragur, between Mr. Briftow's and 
the Nabob's accounts, Mr. Briftow hav- 
ing omitted to bring to account - 13,527 12 3| 

12th. Balance unaccounted for in the 
account from Mr. Briftow r 59*0^7 15 3 

Deficiency in balance, faid to be left 
in Munfarum's hands - 51,441 10 — 

Accounted for through 
Colonel Cummings - 50,000 •— — 



Deficiency 



Rupees - 60,529 9 3 

13th. Total amount of the Turn claim- 
ed by the Vizier — Sicca rupees 4*50,542 2 8J 

Mr. BRISTOL in Reply. 

ift. This fum exceeds what I acknowledged to have 
received, the difference is caufed by the mode of calculat- 
ing my receipts and difburfements, which conformed to 
the orders of the honourable the Governor-general and 
Council, and the practice of my prcdeceffors. I have al- 
ready explained this fubjeet. in my addrefs of the 2d Oft, 
to which I beg leave to refer. 

2d. I entreat your permiffion to place thefe fums in 
the order they are fluted in the accompanying account 
(No. 1) as the fevcral heads under which they weredif- 
burfed will then appear in a clearer point of view, (viz.} 

Allowance to the Refident's AffiftantSl 

Mr. Cowper, firfl affiftant, and ap- 
pointed in fucceJEon to the rciidency • 1,05,425 tt 3 

» Should bt Corel, 
Voi. II, O Meflrs. 

n.r-^GoOgle 
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Meflrs. Swainton, Gregory, Samuel 
Middle tori, Neave, and Holt, 16 months, 
at 2,000 rupeeseach per month - - 1,60,000 — — •■ 

Mr. Trevor Wheler, at 5,000 rupees 
per month for 16 months - - 80,000 — • — 



3.45>4?5 " 3 

Rcfident's Official D lib ur foments. 

Mr. Reyband,a monthly 
writer, from the 23d Oft. 

1782 totheendofMarch j 

1783, at 400 per month 2,116 2 — 

Mr. Morgan, do. to 10 
Jan. 1783,8! 200 rupees 
per month - - 536 10 9 

Mr. Michael, part of 
CM. 1782 to the end of 
November do. - - 168 10 8 

Mr. D'Acquin, from 
the 23d Oft. 178210 the 
9th November 1783 - 1,85010 8 

Mr. Sicklona, from 
Dec. 1782 to Oftober 
158a, inclusive - - 2,132 — — • 

Mr. Strong, 13 mos. 
at 200 rupees per month 2,600 .— — • 

Mr. Jones, from 15th 
Augufti783to3iftOa. 
1783, at 400 rupees per 
month - - 1,000 — •— 

Do_. and writers, from 
November 1783 -572 

Do. Dec.—— £60 .. 

Do. Jan. 1784 900 



Expence of monthly ■- 
writers, for 16 months 12,526 2 — 

Moonfhy'soffice, from 
■ 78a to January 1783, 
inclufive - - 10,688 2 6 

Treafury charges, do. 7»330 »— — 

Dawk charges under 
Ifmael Beg, - * 36,873 *~- 6 

HoJas Roy, news 
writer at Fyzabad, and 
agent with theBcgums 1,280 — — 



fiawtry 
o^GdoqIc 



Paptrs rtlativc to Chargtt IV. and XVI. njg 

Sundry difburfemsnti 
made by Mr. Briftow - 50,446 6 6 

The Relident was ex- .. 1,18,543 *' 4 

clufively allowed above 
12,000 rups. a month for 
his official difburfements, 
which fucn was regularly 
received by Mr. Middle- 
ton : not being certain 
of the exact amount, I 
fliall ftate it as above, at 
I 2,000 rups. a month, for 
16 months is 1,93)000 
Ucd u &,al read y charged 
in part as above 1, 18,543 11 6 

173*56 4 6 

■' 1,92,000 — -» 

Gentlemen wfrofc Allowances were paid, 
exclufive of the Aififtants. 

Mr. Bruce, furgeon. to 
the Vizier, and to the re- 
giment ftationed at Luck- 
now, 3,136 rupees per 
month, for 16 months 50,176 «— — 

Mr. Orr, employed in 
the Accomptatit's-ofiice, 
at 2,000 rupees do. - 32,000 *— — 

Mr. S. Taylor's /alary, 
1,000 rupees a month, for 
16 months — 16,000 
Do. Dawk bearers 16,000 

* 31,000 — — 

„ 1,14.176 



Total Rupees — 6,51,601 it 3 
Dawc to the detachment under the 
command of Lieut. Colonel Knudfon 385 — — 



Rupees 6,51,986 11 3 

The Vizier in his remarks obferves, that on account 
the above difburfements, amounting to 6,51,986. 11. 3. 
the Rcfident was granted, for every particular therein 
Specified, an allowance of twenty-five thoufand rupees * 
month, all together making 4,00,000 rupees. — I aflert, 
that diiburfements limilar to mine were authorized in the 
time of my predeceflbr, and that no propo tion was ever 
O 2 made 

;>;GOO^IC 
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made to me, either by the Vizier or his minifter, that I 
Ihould accept the fum of 25,000 rupees per month, in 
full for all iuch my difburfements ; if it had been made 
to me I could not have agreed to it, nor can it Common 
fenfe be believed, that either my predeceffor or I fhould 
have accepted a fum fo inadequate to the purpofe. 

Lieutenant Colonel Knudfon commanded a detach- 
ment of two regiments of Sepoys {rationed for about three 
months at Iohomgurabad, in order to reprefs the mcurfions 
of the Sikfis. 

The fum of 385 rupees was an expenditure for a Dawk 
laid between that ftation and Futty Ghur, and was cer- 
tainly a ve/y moderate charge for an object fo evidently 
neceffary as that of preferving a communication between 
the two armies. 

The fum of j,i3& rupees has for years paft been an 
eftabljfhed allowance to the furgeons at Lucknow — The 
late Mr. Walters, Dr. Balfour, and Mr. Murchifon re- 
ceived it, for this reafbn I gave it to Mr. Bruce j Mr* 
Taylor difcharged the duties of poftmafter and fuperin- 
tendent of the Dawk bearers, and had your permiffion to 
refide at Lucknow; neither Mr. Taylor nor Mr. Bruce 
had, as I underftood, any allowances from the Company, 
and confequently were entitled to them from the Nabob. 

The particulars of part only of my official diiburfc- 
ments, amounting to rupees 1,92,000, are fpecified; the 
remainder relates to the expence of public fervants, fecret 
Cervices, agents of all denomination?, Durbar charges, &c. 

The magnitude of my office neceflarily obliged me to 
incur very heavy expences; and- 1 truft the amount will 
appear moderate, on a com pari fon with the contingencies 
drawn by your civil and military fervants employed in 
the political line of your fervicc. In all -events, Mr. 
Middleton regularly received the fum of twelve thou fan d 
rupees a month on this account. It was an authorized 
and eftablifhcd charge. 

I fubmit ta your judgment If the allowances granted to 
Mr. Cowper, or to the affiftams in general, was exorbi- 
tant, compared with thofe enjoyed by gentlemen of the 
fame rank in your own provinces, or with other eftabltfli- 
ments in Owd *. 

During 

* The annual inttmttfMr. Cewper, ap- 
pointed in fuccejjian to the residency, including 
what be was allowed by the Company, a- 
piounttd to rupees - - 83,888 — — 

the annual income tf Mr, Trevor fFbeler, 
fourth in rank upon the lift of AjfftanU at 

Lucht7W t 
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During the whole of my refidency I was greatly em- 
barrafTed in fettling the expences of the eftablifhraent. 
The minuter repeatedly evaded giving me a clear expla- 
nation of them, which compelled me to make enquiry, 
and afcertain from individuals the allowances they had 
been acctoftomed to receive in the time of my predeceflbr. 
Having done fo, I formed my judgment of each gentle- 
roan's pretentions by that ftandard ; I explained the par- 
ticulars to Hyder Beg Cawn, who aflentcd to the fum 
I propofed, both for the affiilants and others, and himfelf 
recommended part of the payments which I made.— That 
Hyder Beg Cawn fhould omit to ftate this fad in the 
Vizier's Remarks is coniiftcnt with his general manage- 
ment, in refpecr. to me, of creating the caufe, that he 
may at a future period feize the opportunity of fabricating 
a complaint. 

His objection to the difburfements of the residency is 
unprecedented ; his doing it now is no proof of his zeal 
for the public, but a deliberate act of malice, as my dif- 
burfements were confiderably lefs than at any preceding 
period; and he mull be confcious, that in making this 
aflertion I only fpeak the truth. 

3d. There are errors in the additions, and in fome 
of the fums, which I have corrected in the accompanying 
account, No. 1. 

4th. It would indeed be exceedingly painful to me to 
acknowledge my gratitude of the indulgence which is here 
profetTed : I made this charge as being authorized and 
proper, and I folicit that it may be palled on no other 
ground than matter of right. For the proof I beg leave 
to refer to the following correfpondence between Captain 
M'Leod and me.. 

To Captain Norman M'Leod, 

Sir, 

I have the honour to ihclofe you a copy of the N»bob 

Vizier's obfervations on the difburfements which I made 

to the corps under your command, during the period I 

laft'held the ltation of Refident at his Highnefs's court. 

I am to requeft the favour that you will furnilh me 
with an attefted copy of the order I delivered to you from 

Luelnow, exclufive of the advantages he may 
have derived from a jbare in Mr. Scott's 
antraSt for cloths - - 63,600 — --* 

Mr. Thomaty a furgan upon the Luck- 
jjffiv eftablijhment - - 1,12,63' — -*• 



Rupees - 2 60,120 — -— ' 
O 3 the 

■Dig.,™ Dy GOOglC 
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the Vizier, directing you to provide the cloathing of your 
battalion ; and alfo that you will favour me with a rela- 
. tion of fuch ctrcumftanccs as may fall within your re- 
collection relative to the tr an factions on which the Vizier's 
©bfervations arc formed. 

Calcutta, I am, Sir, 

the ioth Oft. 1784. Your mod obedient fervant, 

(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 

Captain M'Lted to Mr. Sriftotv, in Reply. - 
Sir, 
I am favoured with your letter of the ioth inftant, 
wherein you enclofe me a copy of the Vizier's obfervations 
on thedilburferoents which you made to the corps under my 
command, during the period you lair, held the ftation of 
Refident at his Highnefs's court. You further defire me 
to furniih you with an attefted copy of the order you 
delivered to me from the Vizier, for providing the cloath- 
ing of my battalion ; and to ftate fuch circumftances as 
fall within my recollection, relative to the tranfa&ions on 
which the Vizier's obfervations are formed. 

In reply I beg leave to fend you the original letterfrom 
the Vizier to me, containing an order for malting up the 
very cloathing fofniy battalion, which is objected to in 
thofe obfervations as unathorized by his Excellency. A 
common attention to fads will evince that all the other 
particulars excepted to, as grounds of accufation againft 
you, had the fulleft fanftion which the authority of the 
Vizier could give them. Upon my arrival at Lucknow, 
J represented to you the diforderly and undifciplined ftate 
of the corps I was ordered to command. I told you that 
one of the feven companies had been difbanded during 
the rebellion of Chyte Sing, and that it was never formed 
again; I rcqirefted you to reprefent the expediency of 
railing a company to fupply its place, to his Highnefs ; 
expreffing at the fame time my defire to have my allow- 
ances fixed, and the eftablifhment of the corps determined. 
To this you replied, that nothing could be done till fuch 
time as the abftradt was tranflated into PeWian, for the 
perufal of the Nabob, without whofe approbation, you 
laid, nothing could be fettled. Several days elapfed be- ■ 
fore the Mimfter, HofTeign Beza Cawn, brought you the 
Perfian of the abftracl from his Highnefs, declaring his 
fulleft approbation of it. Regarding the moderation or 
extravagance of it, I fhall be very happy however foon 
it be compared with the moll moderate eftablifhment of 
the many corps which have been commanded by Britifh 
officers in the fervice of the Vizier. The price charged 
for the cloathing was agreeable to a, fixed rate, and did 

Dot 
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not depend on me. Comparing it with the account fent 
by Mr. Dclifle, I find I got 2,000 rupees by it, a furn 
little exceeding the reckonings in the Company's fervice. 
If there wai any difference between it and other cloathing 
made up for the Vizier, it was in the fuperior quality, 
not in the price of it. 

As there was no place for cantoning the men, I found, 
upon my arrival, that they were difperfed all Over the 
city of Lucknow, every man reiiding where he pleafed. 
I reprcfented to you the impoflibility of collecting the men 
upon any emergency, and without fome place to canton 
in, the fervice of the battalion could never be depended 
on ; you thereon applied to his Highnefs, for his confent 
to build a magazine and cantonments ; and having ob- 
tained it, the Minister Huffim Keza Cawn rode with you 
and me from Gillalabad, and marked out the ground for 
them. 

The price charged for the materials and workmen was 
agreeable to the prices published in orders, and allowed 
for all buildings in the Company's fervice. TofheWthat 
there has been no increafe to the pay of the feven companies 
made by you, it is a fad which a comparifon of my ab- 
stract with thofe which Were made out in the time of your 
prcdecefTor will at once prove, the difference confided in 
.the mode of making out the monthly charges for the 
corps. My abftraCis were made out for the whole corps, 
under one head, upon one iheet of paper ; it comprehended 
all charges whatever, my own pay, 4rc.j the pay, oatta, Ice. 
to the officers, Sepoys, artificers ; befides the charges of 
feeding the gun and carriage bullocks ; all amounting to 
12,000 Fyzabad rupees a month. During the time of 
your predeceuor in office at Lucknow, it was different, 
the charge was not made under one head, nor drawn in 
one abltrafl ; there were feveral feparate charges monthly. 
The abftract for the pay of the officers and Sepoys a- 
mountcd to 9,000 rupees per month ; befides which there 
was a charge' of paymaster's allowance, and a third 
monthly bill for feeding the draft and carriage cattle, 
Taking any of thofe feparately, and comparing it with 
my abftraft for the whole, there appears a difference, but 
I can fafely fay, that it was not a difference of expence 
to the Vizier; and that laying the advantage of a regular 
dtfcriptite out of the qucftkm, that the corps has at no 
time coft him lefs than during the time of yaur laft hold- 
ing the office of R elide nt at Lucknow. All the expences 
incurred for my command bear my fignature, and the 
(boner they are referred to a candid investigation the 
(tetter. 

Calcutta, I have the honour to be, Sir, Sec. 

14th Ofl. 178+. (Signed) N. M'LEOD. 

John Briitow, Efq. O 4 %ra»jlathn 
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Tranfatian tf an Ordtr frtm tht Nabob Vixier to Captain 
M'Lcod; dated the 2$tb efjtmmady ul Ewal 1 197. 

** The cloathing of the battalion under jour command 
" being old and worn out, I therefore direct you to pur- 
" chafe cloth, and make new cloatffing, which you will 
" deliver to the battalion, and which lhall hereafter be . 
** patted in account agreeable to your bill for the fame." 

I am to ob ferve, in corroboration of what Captain 
M'Leod hat advanced concerning the Nabob's Remarks 
on the encreafe of pay to the battalion, that the whole 
was authorized -I furniihed Hyder Beg Cawn with the 
abftract; it lay in his hands for fome days ; he approved, 
and returned it, figned by the prime minifter, (ruffian 
Reza Cawn, telling me at the fame time that it was the 
form of office for papers of this nature to be palled by 
that minifter. 

Sch. I could have no inducement to make a purchafe 
of this nature, but at the Vizier's requeft; it was no 
emolument to me, I did not myfelf furnifli the cloathing j 
and the following letter will afford another inftance of the 
fallibity pf his Highnefs's memory. 

Frtm Raja Kojbatt Ray to Mr. Brtfiow ; received $d Oetobtr 
1784. 

I am honoured with your commands, directing me te 
fiate the circumftances that pafled relative to the Vizier's 
orders for the purchafe of articles: one day that his High- 
nefs was at the breakfaft table, after having drank tea, he 
informed you that he required cloathing for five battalions 
of Sepoys, 30,000 flints, fome of the belt fort of fowling 
pieces, and fome curious piftols; he defired that you 
would fend for and purchafe them on his account, and 
whatever might be the coft he would defray it. Two or 
three days after I attended at the pre fence, and afked what 
orders his Highnefs had to give concerning the price he 
, was pleafed to allow on the articles he had commiffioned, 
and what the particulars were to be. 

The Nabah replied, that " he had given the order the 
« day before yeilerday j that he would allow whatever 
" might be the coft of the articles (which are hereunder 
" fpecified) and it would be agreed to and approved." 
Thus was his Highnefs twice and thrice pleafed to exprefs 
himfelf. The particulars will appear from the following 

Cloathing for 5 battalions, agreeable to the Englifli 
eftablifhmem. 

Flip* 
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Flints — — — m 30,000 

Fowling pieces of the firft fort. 

Piftols — — — - -s 

6th. There are errors in the Nabob's ftatement of this 
account, which I have corrected in mine, viz. 

Rebuilding the barracks for the regiment ftationed at 
Lucknow, by Major Maclary - - 12,900 -*- — • 

Major johnftone, for creeling a ftied for 
the ordnance attached to the regiment at 
Lucknow, and for the residence of the 
European artillery men - - 2,538 ' — — 

Lieut. Bie preparing ditto in June 1 783 589 " 8 — 

Lieut. Shiptor* — ditto in Oft. ditto 53410 — 

16,563 2 — 

The following tranflation of the oorrefpondence which 
patted on the building of the barracks by Major M'Lary 
will explain the Nabob's objection to this article as ill 
founded. 

From Mr. Brifitw to Hyder Beg Cotvn, %d Ramzoom, 1 igy, 

" I verbally explained to you Major Maclary's repre-. 
" fentation concerning repairs to the cantonments of the 
*' regiments ftationed at Lucknow, without which they 
*' muft fall to the ground, and the ammunition will be 
" damaged by the leaking of the buildings. An cftimate 
" of the cxpence, amounting to twelve thoufand nine 
*' hundred rupees, which I received from thS Major was 
** before this fent to you through Sheik Shuffy Oolah; 
>* you have approved of it, and therefore I have prepared 
« a draft of an order to be add re fled by his Highnefs to 
" Major Maclary, which Sheik Shuffy Oolah will de- 
*' liver to you, and, if it be proper, you will caufe it t« 
**' be written by his Highnefs, and fent to me," 

To this letter Hyder Beg Cawn himfelf returned a ver- 
val anfwer through the bearer of it, Sheik Shuffy Oolah, 
at the fame time he fent an order from the Vizier, of which 
the following is a translation. 

From the Nabob Vizier to Major M'Lary, 31/ Rumzan'i 1 97. 

" An cftimate of theexpencepf building the canton- 
" ments of the regiment ftationed at Lucknow, amount-* 
•* ing to 12,900 rupees has been prefented to me; you 
'' will pleafe to advance the money, and build the can- 
1' tonments. This order fhall be your warrant for the 
. * l payment 

*■ 
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" payment of the amount by my government at a future 
" period." 

At the time Major Johnftone built the artillery flted, 
Hyder Beg Cswn gave hii verbal aflent to the charge. 
I am not certain whether I apprized him of the expence 
incurred in repairs ; but I fubmit it to your honourable 
Board, whether fuch a building was not neceflary, and 
repairs unavoidable. 

7 th . Mr. T homas does not acknowledge the receipt of 
this fum, becaufe he wilhcs to transfer it in part payment 
of a demand he has made upon me for rupees 9,660, on 
account of medical attendance, medicines, &c. during 
my residence at Luc know : I refufed his demand, and he 
has threatened me with an action at law. I fliall here- 
after take the liberty of applying to your honourable 
Soard for redrefs againft Mr. Thomas. 

8th^ One day in November 1783, the Nabob Vizier 
honoured me with his Company to break fail at Lieutenant 
Colonel Martin's : Mr. Mooty, a follower of the camp 
at Futty Ghur, came and offered fome coral to his High- 
nefs for fale, which he bought, and referred to me for 
payment; Mr. Mooty received the money through Lieut- 
riant Colonel Martin, who was prefent when the Vizier 
gave me his order*. 

9th. I have already anfwered this Remark. Vide id 
Reply. 

10th. I have already anfwered this charge, in my ad- 
drefs of the 2d October. 

nth. There ffluft be an error in the fum claimed by 
the Vizier, as Captain Dennis only received 8,000 rupees ; 
] was obliged to let that officer retain this Cum in his 
hands, on account of certain contingent cxpences which 
lie incurred during his command in the province of Alla- 
habad, and which are now before the committee of ac- 
counts. 

12th. . An infpe&ion of the account, No. 1, will ex- 
plain that I have accounted for all the monies which I 
have received. 

13th. The Aim of rupees 14,367,14. n, will appear 
due tome agreeable to the accompanying account, No. 1. 

Calcutta, 
26th November 1784. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 

Extra fl of a Littir from the Honourable the Gevtrnor Ge- 
mrol and Council to Mr. John Briftaw % dated the 6th of 
Juno 4775. 

We have received your letter, indoftng copies of the 
treaty propofed to be entered into by the Company with 
the Nabob Afulph ul Dowlah, and of the feparate en- 
gagements 
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gagements executed by him. We entirely approve of 
every article in the treaty, and the negociation of it. We 
have ordered two fair copies to be immediately cngrofTed 
in form, which we fhall tranfmit to you as Coon as pof- 
fible, with our fignature, and the Teal of the Company 
affixed to each, that you may obtain the foil and Signature 
of the Nabob in like manner, and return one of them to 
us. In the mean time however you will directly make 
known to the Nabob our acceptance of this treaty. 

In ratifying a treaty fo highly honourable and advan- 
tageous to the Company, as that which you have had the 
honour of concluding with the Nabob, we cannot, in 
juftice to your diftinguithed zeal and afliduity in the com Tc 
of this important negociation, omit exprelling to you the 
higheft approbation of your conduct, and returning you 
our thanks for the fervice you have rendered to the Com- 
pany. The terms you have obtained are fo comp'ete and 
fatisfaflory that they equal our war meft expectations, and 
you may be allured we flia.lt not fail to reprefent the whole 
of your conduct, fince your appointment, to the honour- 
able Court of Directors in that favourable light in which 
it appears to us, and in which we do not doubt it will 
be received by the Company. 

As a further mark of our approbation, we have agreed 
to order a bond to be made out in youc favour for one 
lack of rupees, bearing interest at 5 per Cent, from the 
2 1 ft of May, being the date of the fignature of the treaty, 
fubject however to the final approval Of the honourable 
the Court of Directors, to whom we (hall recommend 
it as a juft reward of your fervices. 

Vide the proceedings of the honourable the Gover- 
nor-general and Council upon the recall of Mr. 
John Brifiow from the Court of Oude, on the 2d 
of December 1776. 

Copy of a Letter from the Honourable the Governor General 
to Edward Wheler and John Macpher/on, Mfau'tret ; dated 
upon the Ganges, near Sooifagure, the 2.id nf Septemier 

A few days before my prefent indifpofition commenced, 
I informed you that I was forry to find, that the Resi- 
dent at the Vizier's court had evidently failed in his duty 
to this government, in not having carried into execution 
the conditions and fpirit of the late treaty with the Vi- 
zier. I bad further the mortification to be obliged to in- 
form you, that neither the Refidcnt, nor the deputy in 
his ab fence, had communicated to me the confuftons 
which had arifen in the Vizier's dominions from a neglect 
or violation of the treaty. The letters which 1 wrote in 
confequenco 
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' confequence of fuch mi {managements to the Rcfident, 
and to the ailing minifter of the Vizier, were laid before 
you, and approved. 

Upon the fame occafion I .obferved to you, that the 
obftacle which oppofed itfelf to the nomination of Mr. 
Briftow to the refidcnrfhip at Oude no longer exifted. It 
Was removed by my having vindicated what mud ever-be 
tftecmed one of the nt-ceifary privileges of this govern- 
ment. I had the pleafure of finding, upon the molt im- 
partial enquiry, that the conduct of Mr. Briftow, during 
his former refidence at the court of the Vizier, had been 
proper and attentive. I accordingly wifhed to recom- 
mend him to fucceed the prefent Refident, provided the 
Vizier bad no reafonable objections to his appointment. 

I have now great fatisfaction in informing you, that 
my letter to the acting minifter to the Vizier has had the 
bappieft effect in realizing the heavy balances due to tbe 
Company from Oude j and it is faid, that the prefent 
Sefident and his deputy arc brought to a proper fenfe of 
their duty to tbe Company. 

But as, in every act of my ad mini ft rat ion of the af* 
fairs of the Company, J never had an object in' view but 
their permanent mterefl, as far as my judgment could 
direct me, and as prejudice in favour of thofe in whom 
I have confided, or againft thofe who oppofed me, vaniftt 
in my mind when the good of the fervice requires it, \ 
now wifl) you to recall Mr. Middleton from the court of 
the Vizier, and to appoint Mr. Briftow in his room. 

My weak ftate of health obliges me to diftate this let- 
ter from my bed ; yet I cannot hut add, that your inftruc- 
tions to Mr. Briftow ihould be ftxong and pofitive upon 
three points ; firft, That he ftiould always fhew every 
poffible refpect to the Vizier and his family; fecondly, 
that he ihould take the moll effectual fteps for fee u ring 
all that may remain unpaid of the Company's balances; 
thirdly, that tbe fecurjty and internal peace of the Vi- 
zier's dominion, and the happinefs of the people, fhoufd 
be continually in his view ; and that he Ihould communi- 
cate fully and freely with this government upon thofe 
fubjects. 

The ftate of my health requires my proceeding further 
up the river; and I (hall communicate to Mr. Briftow, 
with your approbation, any more particular inft ructions 
that may occur to me, and that I may be able to fend 
him. 
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Cjffy -fa Letter from the Honourable the Governor-general and 

Council to Mr. John Briftmu, dated the ^xft December 
■ 1783. 

Though the Board have fully approved of your con- 
duct fince your appointment to the office of Refident -at 
the Vizier's court, and though they have refolved in con- 
sequence to referve to you your claim and right to the . 
office of Refident at Oude, from the orders of the ho- 
nourable Company, Should ihe office be deemed hereafter 
neceSTary, we have come to the determination of accept- 
ing the offers which the Nabob Vizier has made of pay- 
ing his debt and current kiSts to the Company, on con- 
dition that the refidency Should be withdrawn from hit 
court. 

To fulfil this condition on our part, you will on re- 
ceipt of this letter inform the Nabob Vizier and his mi- 
nister, that you and Mr. Cowper, and the other gentle- 
men connected with the refidency, are ready to withdraw 
from Lucknow, having received orders of recall ; but a* 
the refervation made in favour of your claims to the of- 
fice of Refident at Luc know might hereafter, if an- 
nounced at the Vizier's court, be an argument with his 
ministers for fomc 'future objections, you will be plea fed 
to take no notice of this circumftance, which we com- 
municate only for your own Satisfaction. 

We make no doubt the Nabob Vizier and his ministers 
will afford you every aid to fettle the concerns of your 
refidency, and enable you to take your departure from 
Lucknow in the moft amicable manner. The Governor- 
general will write to them upon this Subject ; and, we 
truft, that on your part you will endeavour to conned, as 
much as poffible, the removal of your prefent Station with 
good order to the Vizier's affairs. You will deliver over 
the accounts and neceSTary papers to Mr, Wombwcll, 
who returns to his Station, and you and your aliiftants 
withdraw to Calcutta. - You will Signify our orders to 
them accordingly. 

True Extracts. 
- (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 



Observations on Mr. Bristow's Defence. 

Governor General. the 7th December 1784. 

IT is with concern I am forced to take up the Subject 

of the charges againft Mr. Briftow at the moment of the 

diffacch of the but prize, and at a juncture when fo many 

important 



226 Papers relative U Charges IV. and XVI. 

important affairs, affefling the immediate int-refts of this 
government, prefs on, my attention, and Scarce leave me 
time to read the letters and papers which he has fent us in 
defence and juftification of his conduit, much tefs to en- 
ter into a ciifcufllon of the Several arguments he has ufed, 
in fo minute and precife a manner as the juftice which I 
think due from us to the Nabob Vizier would require. I 
mutt confine myfelf to a Summary examination of the 
principles on which Mr. Briftow juftifies his withholding 
the fums which the Nabob Vizier has claimed from him j 
thefe are as follow, viz. 

ift. The Prafiice of his Predeceflors. 

2<Jly. The Orders of the Board. 

3dly. The Moderation of the Expences and Allow* 
ances he has charged. 

4thly. The Sanation of the Nabob Vizier, exprefled 
in Writing. 

Sthly. The verbal Sanction of the Nabob Vizier. 
' Thefe principles do not all apply to every one of the 
charges, they are ufed differently in juftification of dif- 
ferent articles ; I fhal 1 therefore examine them Separately^ 
and touch on the principal articles juftified under each. 

ift. The Praftice of his Predeceflors. 
It is on this ground that Mr. Briftow chiefly iufttfles 
the heavy expences with which he has charged the Vizierj 
as well as the method which he has ufed in calculating 
the Bstta on the fums received in payment of the fubfidy. 
We have no proof before us of the conduct which is 
hore imputed to Mr. Briftow's predeceflors, and he does 
not pretend to fay that it bad the fan&ien of his em- 
ployers in any infta nee, except in that of the Batta, which 
I (hall have occafion to difcufs hereafter. Without paf- 
fing any opinion therefore in this place on the general 
conduct of the former Refidents at the court of the Vi- 
zier, I (ball only obferve that Mr. Briftow's immediate 
predeceffor was removed from his office for fuppafed in- 
ftances of mifconduit, which, however blameable, was, 
certainly fo in a lefs degree than thofe which Mr. Briftow 
has now attempted to juftify; with fuch an example be- 
fore him, Mr. Briftow fhould have been cautious not to 
* carry the imitation of his predeceffor fo fa,r as even to ex- 
ceed thofe parts of his conduct for which he fell a Sacri- 
fice, and which opened the way to Mr. Briftow's own 
appointment. Admitting the practice imputed in this 
defence to former Refidents to be juftly ftated, it will reft 
with the Board to determine how far fuch precedents, if 
unauthorized by this government, were a Sufficient, fane- 
tion for adopting a Similar prafiice. 

adly. 
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adly. The Orders of the Board. 

Mr. Briftow has endeavoured to jufiify 011 this ground, 
as well as on the example of his prcdecefiors, the whole 
of the lofs fuftaincd by the Nabob Vizier during bis re- 
sidency, under the article of Batta; for a more particular 
explanation of this fubject I mull beg leave to refer the 
Board to my addrefs of the 14th June. 

I nrnft here obferve, that whatever may have been the 
object of this government in ifluing the orders of the 8th 
of January ana 1 3th of June 1776, to which Mr. Bri (row- 
has alluded, it never could have been intended that they 
fhould furnifh a fource of private advantage to the Resi- 
dent, nor can they, by any poffible construction, be ad- 
mitted as a Sanction for the practice which is aSTerted on 
the one hand and not denied on the other, of charging to 
the account of the Vizier, where the fubfidy was actually 
paid in Lucknow rupees, the difference of Batta which 
would have been gained if the payment had been made in 
the fpecies of Barelly or Korah, taken at the rate of the 
aflay table, and afterwards exchanged < at the fluctuating 
Batta of the Bazar for the Lucknow rupees, or thofe 
which were ufed in the difburfements. 

I know of no Satisfactory exculpation which Mr. Brif- 
tow could have ufed, unlets he could have afferted that, 
the fame fpecies which are inferred in his accounts, whe- 
ther Barelly, Korah, or Lucknow rupees, were actually 
received in payment of the fubfidy, and that the fame 
identical fpecies were afterwards iffued to the troops and 
others, at the fame rate of Batta as that which he charged 
to the Nabob Vizier ; a few inftances might, I believe, 
have been quoted, in which this was actually done, but 
fuch were certainly rare, and this indeed may be plainly 
inferred from Mr. Briflow's own words ; — I fhall beg 
leave to quote the following paragraph from his letter of 
the 2d of October : " All the payments on account of 
** the troops ftationed in Rohilkund were made in Barelly 
•* rupees, at the eftablifhed rate of Batta; and had I 
** adopted, as has fometimes been found neceffary, the 
M Ample method of tranfporting the revenues from the 
" feveral districts on Hackeries to Lucknow, I muft have 
*« paid the whole away to the paymasters and others to 
" whom I had occafion to make difburfements, at the 
** fame rate. They would not have been Satisfied with 
*■ an opinion from mc, that the exchange in the aflay 
'« table was much over-rated — that the Batta in the Ba- 
" sar had fo fluctuated as to make them nearly equal in 
" value to the Sicca of the day, and that they' ought 
" therefore to receive then as fuch ; they would, in an- 
" iwer to all this, have produced the eftablifhed rates, 

** and 
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™ and required payment accordingly, and I muft have 
•* complied, by adopting* on the other hand, the method 
•* of negociating bills; the diftant diftrifls were not 
" drained of their fpecic, and the Batta being ftil.l charged 
•* as provided for by the aJTay table, in the fame manner 
*' as it muft have been if tranfported on Hackeries, 
" neither the Vizier nor the Company fuftained any lofs." 
The inference which I draw from this paragraph is, that 
. where the fubfidy was paid from the revenues, of Barelly, 
&c. the Batta was charged on thofe fpecies of rupees, 
according to the rate admitted in the aflay table; but as 
the amount was remitted in bills of exchange on Luck- 
now, the money which was actually received into the 
Refident's treafury was in Lucknow 'rupees. The effect 
of fuch an operation is clearly pointed out in my addrefs 
of the '14th June. The fubjeft of the Batta, which is 
the only article that Mr. Briftow endeavours to jufttfyon 
the grounds of orders from this government, is now, in 
tay opinion, fufficiently clear (o enable the Board to de- 
termine, whether the orders alluded to fhould be admit- 
ted as a fuffictent juftiftcation of Mr. Briftow, or whether 
any, or what reparation, is due to the Nabob Vizier. 
But if the Board flumld think that further elucidation is 
ftill wanted, we muft neceffarily make a new reference 
to Lucknow, from whence I doubt not but the molt 
ample proofs may be procured of" the nature of each re- 
ceipt and payment. For my* own part, I fhould regret 
fuch a reference, as every procrafti nation tends to defeat 
the purpofe of this inquiry. If the Nabob Vizier is en- 
titled to redrefs, k has already been too long deferred, 
and the juftice of our government muft lay under an im- 
putation till it is granted. 

3dly. The Moderation of the Expenccs and Allowances 
he has charged. 
This is one of the grounds on which Mr. Briftow has 
juftined the principal articles charged in his account with 
the Nabob Vizier : the amount which he inferted in his 
firft account for the expences of the Refident's office, and 
allowances to the gentlemen at Lucknow, was 5,78,530 
rupees ; the amount which the Nabob Vizier was willing 
to admit, was four lacks, being at the rate of 25,000 
rupees per month, for the period of Mr. Briftow's reft-* 
dency. When Mr. Briftow is called upon to account for 
the difference, being 1,78,530 rupees, inftead ofihewing 
that fenfe which I fhould have expected of his former 
charges, and confining himfelf to circumftances neceflary 
for their vindication, he feems to have repented of them 
as being too moderate, and gives in a new account to the 
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Board, in which, chiefly by an augmentation of his own 
eiclufive official difburfements, from 1,18,543. 21. 3 to 
1,92,000, he raifes the whole charge of the Refident's offi- 
cial difburfements, and of the gentlemen at Lucknow, to 
6*51,601. ii, 3. 

" In the Remarks which he has fubjoined to this part of 
the account he fays, he trufts that the amount of his 
official difburfements will appear moderate, in compari- 
fon with the contingencies drawn by the civil and military 
fervants employed in the political line of the fervice ; 
that Mr. Middletoh regularly received the fum of 12,000 
rupees per month on this account, and that it was an 
authorized and cftablifhed charge ; and he fubmits to the 
judgment of the Board, if the allowances granted to Mr. 
Cowpcr, or to the afliftants in general, were exorbitant, 
compared with thofe enjoyed by gentlemen of the fame 
rank in our own provinces, or with other eftablifhments in 
Owde. Thefe are clear proportions for the Board to de- 
cide on : for my own part, when the Vizier's minifter 
firft informed me, that the amount which his mafter had 
authorized, and was willing to admit for the charges of 
the refidency, and the allowances of the gentlemen at 
Lucknow, was 25,000 rupees per month, I own I was 
itartled at the magnitude of the fum, and was fome days 
hefttating in my mind, whether I could, with propriety, 
admit of it j but Mr. Briftow declares, that no propofi- 
tion was ever made to him, either by the Vizier or his 
minifter, of accepting that fum in full of all fuch dif- 
burfements ; that if it had been made, he could not have 
agreed to it; and that it cannot, in common fenfe, be 
believed that either his predeceflbrs or himfelf fhould have 
accepted a fum fo inadequate to the purpofe. 

4thly. The Sanction of the Vizier, as eXprefied in 
Writing. 

To fuch difburfements as Mr. Briftow canjuftify un- 
der this fancrion, I fhall make no objection : they have, 
indeed been already admitted by the vizier himfelf, ex- 
cept only the fum of 12,900 rupees, ftated to have been 
paid to Major M'Clary. That the official difburfements, 
and the allowances of the gentlemen at Lucknow, amount- 
ing, by Mr. Briftow's laft account, to 6,51,601. 11. 3 
rupees, do not come under the description of f«ms for 
which he has received the written fan £t ion of the Nabob 
Vizier, is clearly (hewn in the following extract from 
the remarks which Mr. Briftow has annexed to that part 
of his account ; viz. " during the whoJe of my refidency 
" I was greatly embar raffed in fettling the expenccs of 
•■ the eftablifhment. Trie minifter repeatedly evaded 
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" giving me a dear explanation of them, which compel- 
" led me to make enquiry, and af certain from indivi- 
" duals, the allowances they had been accuftomed to 
" receive in the time of my predeceffbr. Having done 
*' fo, I tormed my judgment of each gentleman's preten- 
14 fions by that ftandard. 1 explained the particulars to 
" Hyder Beg Cawn, who a fieri ted to the fum I propofed, 
" both for the affiftants and others, and he himfdf re- 
" commended part of the payments which I made." 
AH thefe charges, therefore, come under the next head. 

etbly. The verbal Sanction of the Nabob Vizier. 
Mr. Briftow obferves on this fubjeiSt, in a letter which 
has accompanied his remarks, ** that in the amicable and 
" familiar intercourfe which he had the honour to pre- 
" ferve with the Vizier, he was accuftomed to apply to 
" him for various European commodities, and often to- a 
" confiderable amount; and that with fuch applications 
" he never hefitated to comply, without requiring an 
." authority in writing for each expenditure, the demand 
" for which would have been degrading to the Vizier, 
'* and difgraceful to the reprefentative of this govern- 
" ment." Were I convinced that fuch an amicable in- 
tercourfe had always exifted, and that Mr. Briftow had 
Uniformly fhewn, on other occafions, an equal degree of 
delicacy towards the Nabob Vizier, I might have been 
induced to have allowed this argument great weight, and 
have contented myfelf, on the Vizier's difavowing his 
fanclion, with merely a fee ruining the reality of the ex- 
penditures, and the reafonablenefs of the fum charged ; 
but our records of laft year are filled with remonft ranees 
written even previous to thefe expenditures, which im- 
prtfs us with ideas very different from thofe of delicacy 
and amicable intercourfe; and moft alTuredly, if Hyder 
Beg Cawn was " the agent through whom Mr, Briftow's 
" difburfements for the charges of the refidency were firft 
« eftablifhed," as Mr. Briftow has declared, the diftruA, 
and even rooted enmity which Mr. Briftow had enter- 
tained againft him, ought naturally to have led him to 
require fome written authority for the difburfement of 
fums from his treafury to fo confiderable an amount on 
account of the Nabob Vizici ; or, if delicacy muft again 
be fuffered to intervene, he ftiould certainly have obtain- 
ed a fubfequent fanction for them, by obferving the or- 
dinary form of delivering in bjs accounts monthly, which 
would probably have drawn from'the Vizier or his minif- 
ters either an approbation of the expenditures, or early 
objections. 

I have 
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I have thus fummarily confidrred the feveral grounds 
on which Mr. Briftow has juftified the charges (fated in 
his accounts with the Nabob Vizier; it will now reft 
with the Board to decide upon them, and to determine 
what redrrfs is due to his Excellency. This is incumbent 
on us in the firft place ; it mud then become a fubfe- 
quent queftion, how far Mr. Briftow was justifiable ia 
appropriating to thefe expenditures without the fan £t ion 
of this government, money which he appears to have re- 
ceived on account of the fubfidy due from the Vizier to 
the Company. 

I have palled over the reflections conveyed by Mr. 
Briftow on Hyder Beg Cawn, and the ufe which he has 
made of a quotation from my inftruc'ttons! I have had 
too frequent occafion to complain of the unbecoming re- 
ferences which Mr. Briftow has made to my inftrudtions, 
in partial quotations of them, as the warrant for his con- 
duct, the invariable tenor of which was a grofs oppofition 
, to them : but I do net wifh to encumbec the prcfent fub- 
jeQ, or to wafte my own time with difcuflkms not im- 
mediately in point. 

In the courfe of this minute I have pointed out Tome 
proportions, on which, ' if the Board fhall think fit to 
decide, the claims of the Vizier or Mr. Briftow may be 
adj ufted. I do not, however, prefs a decifion. The af- 
fairs of Owde, whilft they were under that gentleman's 
management, have already fwelled our records beyond 
their proper proportion, and given rife to much difagfee- 
able argument ; and it may perhaps be difficult for us now 
to purfue the fubjeft with that cool indifference which 
juftice requires, or without again entering into long and 
controversial debates, which would neceflarily employ 
that time and attention which may be fo much more ad- 
vantageoufly beftowed on the immediate concerns of this 
government. If, in expreffing fuch fentiments, I mould 
happen to meet thofe of the other members of the Board, 
however anxious I may be to render fpeedy juftice to the 
Nabob Vizier, I will agree to fufpend our proceedings in 
this country, and refer the whole to the Company at home, 
. who will now have diffident materials to enable them to 
form a decifion. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 

Mr. Stables. — Irequeft that an exact ftatement of all 
the allowances paid by the Nabob Vizier, fince the treaty 
of Chunar, with vouchers for the fame, may be accurate- 
ly prepared, and laid before the Board. 

Let it. (Signed) J. STABLES. 
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Mr. Macpherfon. 

I have juft had time to read oyer curforily the Gover- 
nor-general's minute of yefterday on Mr. Briftow's l'»ic 
anfwer to the charges preferred againft him by the Vizier 
and his mimfter. 

Juftice to the Vizier, and juftice to the Company, ace 
equally required in the confederation of thefe accufations, 
and of the defence pleaded againft them. 

To pafs judgment on each particular charge, after con- 
fidering fully the anfwer made to it, is in the nature of 
a judicial duty, and as fuch, the opinion given being re- 
corded, will ftand as a teft of the impartiality and clear 
difcrimi nation of the judge. 1 do imagine that even a 
difference of opinion in fuch cafes can produce any uit- 
pleafant difcuifion ; and I am ready, for my part, to give 
my opinion on each fpecific charge, and to call on the 
accufcd for any further juftificatron he may have to offer, 
where that given is objected to, or appears unfat is factory. 
The fubjeci of the Batta, and the Vizier's claims for 
the profits upon it, or for unjuft advantages taken under 
that head by the Refident, is a fubject which I confefs 
myfelf not to under ft and clearly, either in the nature of 
the claims advanced, or the precifton of Mr. Briftow's 
reafoning upon that head. In general, 1 know that all 
collectors of revenue,, or their native agents, and all cfif— 
buffers of large fums of money, or their native .agents in 
this country, muft have a profit upon the exchange or 
Baita, where coins are of many different kinds, and of 
local and often of arbitrary value. — A table of aflay, af- 
certaining from our mint the intrinfic value of each coin, 
and prefcribed by this government as the ftandard br 
which all monies are to be eftimated, is the only check 
that law can eftablifh to prevent impositions in receipt or 
difburfement of monies fo various in value and eft im at ion. 
The grofs fum of rupees that Mr. Briftow acknowledges 
to have received and difburfed from and in the Vizier's 
country, is, I think, very near the fum which the Vizier 
admits him to have collected. The difference is, if I re- 
member, a few thoufand rupees. — If this collective fum 
of money was difburfed according to the aflay table, or 
Batta ftandard of government, it is upon the receipt 6f it 
by a different ftandard that illegal profits could be made. 
If the Vizier and his minifters knew our aflay ftandard, 
it occurs to me that they ought to have complained while 
'. Mr. Briftow was at Lurlcnow, and could be confronted 
with the Aumils who paid Mr. Briftow their rents by an 
Allay ftandard more advantageous to the Vizier's govern- 
ment, or, in other words, by an inferior rate or Batta. 
Whatever may be in this idea, we know for certain, that 
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Ae laudable efforts of this government to bring all rupees 
in (he provinces into the coin of Sicca rupees at our 
mint, have not yet fucceeded fo as to preclude the profits 
of a thoufand Shroffs, and the currency of different rupees 
in every diftri&. In our inveftigations in Davy Sing's' 
collections at Rungpore, the Devi/ivilla makes an extra- 
ordinary article, and fiiews what a fource of enibarraff- 
ment, profit, and oppreffion the variable Batta on rupees 
rnuft occafion, if there is no eftablifhed ftandard. 

On other grounds, this charge about the Batta confli- 
tutes a ferious queftion. Should it be found that Mr. 
Briftow has truly made an immenfe profit by the Batta, 
and that fuch profit was even accumulated under the flii.it 
tetter of the Affay Batta table eflablifhed by this govern- 
ment in 1776, I am of opinion that the Company have a 
claim upon him j they know a procefs by which he can 
be made anfwerable, and it is their duty afterward to 
render the Vizier the juftice to which they may think his 
Highnefs entitled. 

The Company will readily believe that fuch exceffive 
profits, if they are real, originated at an earlier period 
than Mr. Briftow's late charge of the refidency at Oude ; 
and that other refidents and other collectors of revenue at 
.Oude are equally refponfible to refund what they may 
have unjuftly acquired by the profits of Batta. 

Relative to the other heavy charge of unauthorised dif- 
burfements, Mr. Briftow's defence has opened an extra- 
ordinary and alarming fcene. Immenfe allowances paid 
to the Company's fervants at Lucknow, without the offi- 
cial authority of this government, and, as the Governor- 
general declares, without his knowledge, except in the 
inflances he mentions. 

Whether it was the Vizier or his minifters, or the late 
or former Refidents, by their own authority, that infti- 
tuted thefe allowances, the Company have equal ground 
of alarm. 

For my own part I declare, that though I knew gene- 
rally that the Company's covenanted fervants rending at 
Lucknow could not live there on their Company's allow- 
ances of two or three hundred rupees a month j and 
though I heard of fortunes made by military and civil 
fervants at Oude, yet I never knew before that there were 
fpecific allowances of two, three, five, and fix thoufand 
rupees per month granted to different Company's fervants, 
at Lucknow, nor that a lack of rupees a year was grant- 
ed to the commanding officers of our brigades in Oude, 
befides their Company's allowances, in confideration of 
their Bazars. As the fervants are known who received 
thefe allowance;, it would be eafy to call upon them 
P 3 feparately, 
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Separately, to learn by what authority they cither claimed 
or received fuca extraordinary advantages. 

But on i'uch fubjects, as the Govern or- general has 
juftly and generally obferved, the temper neceffary to 
conduct our prefent more material concerns, and the at- 
tention which ought to be perhaps exclusively devoted to 
them, might be difturbed; for the talk of inveftigating 
the advantages of individual Tenants can never be pleaf- 
ing- nor favourable to unanimity : betides, great relative 
queftions arife from every inveftigation relative to the 
affairs of Oude. 

It is a principle in law as well as juftice, that the ac- 
cufers, as well as the accufed, mould be in certain re- 
flects amenable to juftice, if their ace u fat ions are found 
iinjiift, vexatious, or originating from unfair motives. 
The Vizier and Hydcr Beg Cawn may eafily and at any 
time accufe the Company's fervants that are employed in 
Lucknow and in Oude; but would their accufations 
(which is poffible) be unjuft, or directed from views to 
be difengaged from all agency on the part of the Com- 
pany, it is the duty of the Company to obtain redrefs for 
their fervants, and to be upon their guard again ft views 
of any feparate intercft. Hyder Beg Cawn was likewife 
accufed by Mr. Briftow of malverfation in his office, and 
of an appropriation of immenfe revenues, and we have 
yet to fee whether the Vizier and his minifter will faith- 
fully fulfil the engagements under which the Residency 
was withdrawn, or whether the arrangements made by 
the Governor- general for incrcafing the Vizier's revenues 
are to be faithfully maintained by the Vizier's govern- 
ment. ... 

Upon the whole of this important fubject, I agree with 
the Governor-general to refer it in its prefent ftate, with 
the letters which the G over no? -genera) has add re fled to 
us in confequcncc of the Vizier's complaints, and with 
Mr. Brifiow's anfwers to the fpecific charges preferred 
againft him, to the honourable Court of Directors, for 
' their opinion and decifion ; declaring. at the fame time my 
rcadinefs to continue any further inveftigation of the Sub- 
ject here, if the other members of the Board are fo- dif- 
pofed. 

The complaints againft Mr. Middleton and Mr. John- 
fon were left to the opinion and decifion of the Company, 
with this difference, that in Some jnftances, where the 
charges appeared not fully exculpated, a want of excul- 
pation was pronounced, but no punifhment inflicted. 
But the charges againft thefe gentlemen were of a diffe- 
rent nature from thofe againft Mr. Briftow j— they were 
chiefly charges of political delinquency. The charges 

againft 
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•againft Mr. Briftow go to his property, as well as bis 
character as a political agent. 

There are gentlemen in the direction of the Company's 
affairs at home, of ability to investigate the moil involved 
trarifactions ; of perfeverance and probity, to profecute 
enquiry to the mod beneficial ends; and of impartiality 
to decide with the utmoii juftice. 

To them, and to the Company at large, let us recom- 
mend the full investigation of thefe affairs, as involving 
the character of their fervice, their juttice to their allies, 
and that neceflary line of future regulation which. conlti- 
tutes a boundary to the province of every Servant, and a 
neceflary restriction of thofe alledged extraordinary profits 
and allowances which diftract the views of all our junior 
Servants, and which, on being promulgated at home, 
excite thofe contentions which muft ever prove dangerous 
to the existence of the Company, if not to the good order 
of the constitution of our country. 

(Signed) JOHN MACPHERSON. 

Mr. Stables. 

So near the difpatch of the packet, I have barely had 
leifure to perufe the Governor -general's minute on Mr. 
Briftow's laft letter of exculpation. 

I agree with the Governor-general to.fubmit, in their 
prefent ftate, to the honourable Court of Directors, the 
Teverat points of accufation and defence, as they appear 
refpectively in the charges preferred by the Vizier and 
his mini tier again ft Mr. Briftow, and in the anfwers of 
that gentleman ; but I cannot in my conference, in juftice 
to myfelf and my employers, agree that the investigation 
we are purfuing here on -thefe fubjects Should therefore 
flop. 

It iiobviou/Jy only from the lights they fhall receive 
from us, that the Court of Directors can be enabled to 
judge with any precifion on this intricate fubjeit. 

Thofe we are now about to yield them I do not think, . 
with deference to the Governor-general's opinion, will 
anfwer this end; and I conceive it my duty to trace them 
to the very foundation, fince, after all that has been faid 
upon it, I muft confefs it appears to me itill very much 
involved. 

In coming to a refolution, as I trult the Board will, 
to continue thefe enquiries, and in purfuing them till no 
pofliblc doubt Shall remain upon the merits, I have no 
apprehenfion that unanimity and the utmoft temper will 
not mark all the proceedings of the Board, the .final and 
only objects of thofe enquiries being to difcovcr truth; 
and (p-do juftice. 

P 4 Having 
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Having faid thus much, I (hall forbear to enter fur* 
ther into the difcuflion, until the accounts and other do- 
cuments relative to Oude, called for in my minute of 
the 8th inftant, fhall be laid before the Bpard. 

nth Decern. 1784. (Signed) J. STABLES. 

Eight o'Cloclc at Night. 

nth December, 8 o'clock at Night. 
Governor General: 

It is not poffible for roe, at this late hour, to reply to, 
Mr. Macpherfon's minute, nor can I defire that the 
packet fhould be detained another day for fo inadequate 
a purpofe. 

The original letter, written on the fubjec^ of the Batta, 
{hews the iniquity of the tranfaction, and clearly ex- 
plains it. I do not recollect that Mr. Briftow denies it. 
There is no intricacy in the fubiect: the plain fa£t is, 
that Mr. Briftow took the rupees from the Nabob at the 
Batta fixed by the AiTay table, and took, as his own 
profit, the difference between that and the Bazar rate, 
which, on the Barelly rupees, was, as I recoiled, 30 per 
cent. ; and where the ftandard rupees were paid by the 
minifter, Mr. Briftow gave credit for them only as Barelly 
rupees, allowing the Bazar Batta upon them, and taking 
to himfelf again the intermediate profit arifing from the 
Aflay table. 

I again refer to my original letter upon this fubje&, of 
which I defire the fecretary to fubjoin the date, becaufe 
I cannot recolJeft the precife Batta on thefe laft rupees 
in the table. I think it was 43. 9, and the Bazar 
rate 15. 

The Nabob, or his minifter, could not bring theft 
charges againfl Mr. Briftow while he was at Luck- 
now. 

They had to defend the exiftence of the Nabob Vizier's 
government i and even for that they were obliged to have " 
recourfe to fecret means for tranfmitting their complaints, 
with which this was nothing, in companion of the enor- 
mity of the reft; nor was it eafy to have afcertained the 
charges then, as I underftand no accounts were adjufted-. 
It was mentioned to me by the minifter as early as our 
fir ft meeting at Benares, but the amount could not be 
fpecified till fome months after ; and of that the reafon. 
is, I believe, affigned by me in a late letter. 

I have not fought this new debate ; I have complained 
of the indecency of Mr, Briftow's obtruding hit 'letters 
on the Board at the clofeof our difpatches, I was com- 
pelled to anfwer rym, but confined my anfwer to him. 

\M 
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I fee frew occafion to regret this behaviour of Mr, Brif- 
tow's, fince it has drawn from Mr. Macpherfon fen ti menu 
as ill agreeing with the temper of his judgment as with 
the principles of juftice and policy. Enough of enor- 
mity has been eftablifhcd againft Mr. Briftow j, yet he has 
fuffered no puniftlment. Why rogft punishment be de- 
nounced againft the Nabob Vizier and his mini ft er for 
daring to accufe Mr. Briftow ? Let the rule be once 
eftablifhcd, that a highly patronized individual may not 
be arraigned for any crime, but at the peril of his accu- 
fcr, though the perfon aggrieved, if he cannot make 
good his accufations : and I will promife you, that fuch 
a man may commit what acts he pleafcs with impunity, 
neither will the injured accufe, nor witneffes appear 
againft him. 

Mr. Middleton may have committed fimilar afls ; Mr. 
Johnfon may have been guilty of greater offences j others 
of yet greater, but they are not before us, nor can their 
mikleeds palliate or warrant Mr. Briftow. 

I am an old fcrvant of the Company, and am attached 
to them at leaft by the natural effect of long habit, if 
riot by duty and gratitude. God forbid that I ftiould be 
the means of involving it in contentions at home, which 
muft prove dangerous to its exiftence I I know not whe- 
ther this obfervation tends : Mr. Briftow has been' charged 
with fuch ads as, if fuffered, would have proved the 
ruin of a great province, and ftamped the British name 
with infamy. _ I am fure it cannot, be Mr. Macpherfon's 
meaning that fuch acts {hould pafs without a check, left, 
by being promulgated at home, it fhould excite conten- 
tions dangerous to their exiftence. But I forbear the 
argument. The Company are in pofleffion of fufficient ' 
evidence againft Mr. Briftow ; and it refts with their 
juftice to pronounce judgment upon him— I defirc not to 
be his judge. 

(Signed) W. H, 

Mr. Macpherfon. 

I am forry that any general obfervations in my minute 
of the gth fhould have been mifconceived. The Go- 
vernor-genera) will find, by the iffue of the inveftiga- 
tion againft Mr. Briftow, that I am anxious that punifh- 
rnent would follow where he is guilty, or if he is guilty, 
as any member of the Board can be. Perhaps I ought 
to be more fo ; and if 1 remember well, I pointed out 
a procefs by which every unjuft profit, or indeed every 
profit on batta, may be ascertained by the Company. 

I was fpcaking of the enormous unauthorized allow- 
ances, of the fcr vants at O wde, when I obferved that thefe 
advantages, 
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advantages, on being promulgated at 'home, excite thofc 
contentions *' which mull ever prove dangerous to the 
" Conipany's exiitence." The late attack on the Com- 
pany's charter is faid to be an inftance of fuch contentions, 
with the knowledge of thofc allowances, and the alledged 
profits or peculations of the Refident —I wifhed the Com- 
pany to adopt regulations to reftrain both, and put an end 
them. The inference to be drawn, and which I truly 
meant, was, that an office in the receipt and payment of 
fuch vaft fums of money of different kinds of coin fliould 
be checked by rules that are adequate to check it, or not 
permitted. 

In every difcuffion on this fubject I trull I fball pre- 
ferve the temper of my judgment j indeed I am confident 
I (hall, and adhere liberally to the principles of that juf- 
tice whteh is due on all fides. 

(Signed) J. M'P. 

In confequence of the defire exprefled by Mr. Stables, 
jn his minute of the 8th inftant, and acceded to by the 
other members of the Board, the Accountant-general, who 
is the only officer at the prefidency in the regular receipt 
of the accounts with the Vizier from Lucknow, has been 
called upon to prepare and lay before the Board an exa& 
ftatement of all the allowances paid by the Nabob Vizier 
fmce the treaty of Chunar, with the vouchers for the 
fame. 

8th December 1784. 
Governor- general. 

The Govern or -genera I begs leave to offer the following 
ihort remarks on the letter which has been delivered in by 
Mr. Cowper. 

He allures the Board, that the allowances of the Refi- 
dent's office, drawn either in the time of Mr. Briflow or 
his predeceflbr, Mr. Middleton, never were authorized 
by him, excepting the fingle inftance of Mr. Trevor 
Wheler, which the accufations of Mr. Briflow and Mr. 
Cowper compel him to acknowledge.— He had often heard 
that there were abufes, and that very large allowances 
' were drawn at Lucknow, but he declares that he was un- 
acquainted with the extent of' them, until after his arri- 
val at that place. He heard of thefe things as he heard 
of other irregularities, which he can trace to no authority, 
and whi#h he would correft if he could ; and he parti- 
cularly declares that he knew nothing of any allowance 
appropriated to Mr. Cowper, or his predeceflbr, Mr. 
Johnfon, beyond what appears in the public monthly ac- 
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counts. The Governor-general thinks it neceffary to ■ 
point out to the Board that Mr. Cowper in fpealtirfg of 
" the allotted monthly expence of the Refident's office, 
" °r. 25*000 rupees," from which fund/ he (ays, he re- 
ceived his allowance as firft afliitatit, mentions it- as z 
matter of public notoriety, and wonders by what accident, 
at the final adjuftment of accounts with Mr. Bri How's 
predeceffor, this charge of 25,000 rupees per month fliould 
have efcaped the notice of the Vizier. The Board are 
already informed that the Vizier has not refufed to admit 
of this charge, on the contrary, his minifters have aflertcd 
that it was what was eftablifticd, and his Excellency has . 
defired that the fum of 25,000 rupees per month may be 
inferted in the account as the limited amount of the ex- 
pencesof the Refident's office and allowances of the gen- 
tlemen at Lucknowj and that Mr. Briftow has objected 
to it, declaring that it was never offered to him, and that 
it is contrary to common fenfe to fuppofe that either he 
or his predeceffor fliould have accepted of a fum fo inade- 
quate to the purpofe. Mr. Cowper's letter forms therefore 
a ftrong evidence againft Mr, Briftow. The Governor- 
general cannot help obferving that inftead of tliofe mo- 
tives of refpe& towards himfelf which Mr. Cowper pro- 
fefles, both that gentleman and Mr. Briftow, in deliver- 
ing in their repre fen tat ions at the very moment of an 
important difpatch for Europe, feem to have ftudioully 
chofen the particular time when they might moft embarrafs 
the attention of the Board, and preclude a refutation of 
their afiertions. 

(Signed) W. HASTINGS. 

Extra£l of Bengal Secret CtnfidtatfMif tht lofA Ftbruary 1785. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efq. Governor- 
general, &c. Members of the Supremo Council at Fort 
. William. 

Gentlemen, 
My character, fortune, and future profpects in life, 
depending on the refult of the accufations preferred againft 
me by the Nabob Vizier and his minifter Hyder Beg Cawn, 
I beg leave to folicit the fulleft information that your re- 
cords can furnifh me with ; in the hope that you. will 
deem me intitled to this juftjee, I requeft your permiffion 
to have accefs to, and copies of your proceedings, which 
may in any refpeel relate to the fubjeet matter of the faid 
accufations, as well as of all my transactions at the court 
of Owue. 

Before 

- 
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Before the honourable the Governor-general's return to 
the prelidency, the members of your Board individually 
affented to my requeft, but your fecretary, Mr. Hay, ob- 
jected, until he mould receive a written order from any 
individual member on the fan&ion of your honourable 
Board collectively, for which I now beg leave to apply. 
I have the honour to be, 
with tbe greateft reflect, 
Gentlemen, 
Calcutta, your moft obedient, 

theaiftDcc. 1784. humble fervant, 

(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 

Agreed, That Mr. Briftow be permitted to have copies 
of all the papers and proceediags in this department, that 
relate in any refpeft to his traufaftions at the court of 
Owde, and to the accufations preferred againft him by 
the Nabob Vizier and his minifter Hyder Beg Cawn. 



TV tbe Honourable Warren Hefting*, Efq. Governor General, 
EsV. Member* of the Supreme Council, at Fort William. 

Gentlemen, 

A motive of refpect towards the honourable Gover- 
nor-general determined me to wait his return to the pre- 
sidency, before I addrefted you upon a fubjeet to which, 
although I cannot flrictly perhaps be deemed officially a 
party in honour, I ftill mull and do feel myfelf moft im- 
mediately and eflentially interefted. 

In a letter from the honourable Governor- general to 
the Board, dated 25th of Auguft laft, and of which the 
communication came to me from my late fuperior at the 
court of Oude, Mr. John Briftow, it is ftated, that of 
the monies collected by this .gentleman during his late 
refidency on the account of the Company, he had appro- 
bated near fourteen lacks of rupees to the payment of 
«xpences which were not incurred by your government,' 
and which had at no time received its fan&ion : and fur- 
ther, that this fum was difcharged without the orders, or 
even the knowledge of the Vizier. In the account par- 
ticulars of the amount declared to have been fo appro- 
priated, I find included the allotted monthly expence of 
the Resident's office, or 25,000 rupees. It was from this 
fund that I received my allowance as firft affiftant to Mr. 
Briftow i 

, . Di 
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Briftow; but I received it, gentlemen, under a convic- 
tion that it was equally known to the members of our 
government and to the Nabob, and authorized by both. 

It is true that, hdwever uninformed in this refpedl, I might 
yet have accepted fuch allowance, when tendered to me oy 
Mr. Briftow without any rifk of perfonal confequences, 
the Refident being folely refponlible for all difburfemenrs; 
but I fhould have fcorned, when information was open 
to me, to have recurred to the plea of ignorance, in ex- 
cufeofa conduct which, had it been advifedly adopted 1 * 
could admit of no j unification, and which, in the retro*- 
fpect, promifed no better confolation than might be de- 
rived from the cheerlefs confeioufnefs of undeserved im- 
punity: on the other hand, the fabrics allowed to the . 
affiftants in the office of the laft Refident at Oude, were 
already of that public notoriety as made the aid of fhift 
or fubterfuge, either in the payment or acceptance of 
them, could gentleman have ftooped to fuch practice, 
every way unneceffary. To, eftablifh this pofition, I 
conceive, with much deference, it will be only Decenary 
to prove (which may be done by a fimple reference) that 
from the period of the Chunar treaty, thefe allowances 
bad been regularly received by the gentlemen officiating 
as affiftant to your Refident at the Vizier's court. This 
being the fact, fuppofmg the Nabob's account to be open 
to his inflection, it is not eafy to divine by what accident 
at the final adjuftment of them with Mr. Briftow's pre- 
deceffor, the charge of 25,000 rupees per month fhould 
have efcaped tbe notice of his Highnefs. If, on the con- 
trary, fuch want of information is to be attributed to 
Hyoer Beg Cawn, afluredly it mult have been by very 
fubtle management that the minifter could have concealed 
a difburfement of this nature and extent fo long, fo com- 
pletely, and, as it would feem, fingly, from the know- 
ledge and obfervation of his mailer, and of the honoura- 
ble the Governor 'general. Indeed his fuccefs in this re- 
fpect mult appear by fo much the more wonderful, as it 
was a c i re um fiance familiarly known to Mr. Wheler, 
who, fpeaking of his nephew Mr. Trevor Wheler as one 
of the aulftants to the Refident at the court of Oude, in- 
formed me, that as fuch he received a falary of 5,000 
rupees per month. This verbal communication occurred 
at the time of my appointment to be firft affiftant to 
Mr. Briftow, and a very few days previous to my depar- 
ture for Lucknow. The fubjec~l was afterwards renewed 
between us in a correfpondence by letter j which written 
documents, fhould the honourable Board deem it necef- 
fary, I wall raoft readily lay before them, nor am 1 the 
leaft apprehenfive that in fo doing I fhall incur the cenfure 

of 
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of one candid or honourable man, the Jingle objeft of 
this appeal being to vindicate my honour from a moft fe- 
rious charge, which, although it is direftly exhibited againft 
Mr. Briftow alone, I am aware, from the fkuation in which 
I flood relatively to fhat gentleman at Oude, may very 
warrantably be con ft rued as applying to me alfo, at leaft, 
gentlemen, fuch conilruition is pomble — thus to meet it, 
therefore, is only duty to my employers, tomyfelfjuf- 
tice: for the reft it is, I doubt not, in the recollection 
of the honourable Board, with what art and induftrymy 
name has been QUI 'implicated with Mr. Briftow's, in all 
the crimes and oppreffions which it has pleafed' Hydei 
Beg Cawn to attribute to that gentleman. — Such then, 
Sirs, are the fafts upon which was founded my accept- 
ance of the (alary herftofore received by Mr. Richard 
Johnfon, whilft (landing in the fame relation to the for- 
mer Refident as I did to the laft ; and I flatter myfelf, 
that they will appear to the honourable Board, and to my 
employers, of a flrength and complexion to fattsfy and 
remove every doubt that I might otherwife have enter- 
tained of the propriety and authority under which it was 
tendered to me ; fenfible as I am, at the fame time, that 
whofoever in thefe days hopes, or indeed deferves to main- 
tain .the reputation of diiintereltednefs, mull be lb clear 
in his account of pecuniary tran faction s^ as to defy from 
any fet of men, or from the world, any colourable appli- 
cation of the terms ' myfterious or evafive' to his con- 
duct. In addition to what I'have already fubtnitted to 
you refpe&ing my llipend as firft afiiftant at Luc know, 
and in proof of its legality and notoriety, I beg leave to 
fubjoin a folemn declaration :— That, fave except the 
6,000 Sicca rupees per month, fo dated to have been re- 
ceived by me as an allowance from the Nabob, and the 
further monthly fatary of 400 Sicca rupees from the ho- 
nourable Company, I neither direftty or indire&ly, whilft 
I acted in the capacity of firft alfiftant to Mr. Briftow, 
"benefited a fingje rupee by my ftation ; and this declara- 
- tion I (hall at all times be ready to at reft upon oath in the 
prefence of the honourable Board, or of a proper ma- 
giflrate. 

In thus dating the extent of my allowances and emolu- 
ments as deputy to the Refident at the Vizier's court, I 
fhuu any invidious comparison of them with thofe enjoyed 
by very many gentlemen, greatly my juniors in the fer- 
yice, and in fituations of innnitely'lefi neceflary expence ; 
and (hall further only crave permiflion refpe&fully to ob- 
ferve on this head to the honourable Board, that (the in- 
terval of my (lay at Owde excepted, including a period 
of fixteen months} I have been fince my return to Bengal, 

more 
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more than three years ago, entirely without office or em- 
ployement, and confequcmly without the means of fub- 
iiftence at all. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the greateft refpect, ' 
Gentlemen, 
Calcutta, your moil obedient, 

7th Dec. 1784. and moil humble Servant, 

(Signed) WILLIAM COWPER. 

Extracl ef Bengal Secret Cenfultations, tht$tb April 1 785. 

READ the following letter, and its enclofures, from 
Mr. Briftow. 

To the Honourable John Macpherfon, Efq, Governor- 
general, and Members of the Supreme Council, at Fort 
William. 

Gentlemen, 

Your honourable Board having been plcafed to comply 
with my requeit for free accefs to fuch parts of your records 
as related to, or were connected with my tranfactions 
while Rcfident at the court of Oude, a privilege which, 
as an accufed perfon* I conceived to be my right, I now 
beg leave to fubmit to your confederation fuch further 
facts and arguments as I deem neccflary for my vindica- 
tion. 

- Left however it mould be fuppofed that I had designedly 
delayed my reprefen tat ions, with the view of taking an 
unfair advantage of the abfence of the late Governor- 
general, you, Gentlemen, will I truft do me the juftice 
to recollect, that my application for accefs to your records 
was preferred during Mr. Haftings's adminitlration. The 
permiffion required was not granted until after his depar- 
ture.— I could not prepare my reply with greater difpatch ; 
and I rely on your candour, to pardon the freedom with 
which I thall addrefs you on a fubjedt in which my cha- 
racter, fortune, and future profpects in life, are fo imme- 
diately connected. 

It is my intention ftudioufly to avoid any reflections on 
the opprobrious epithets applied to me by Mr. Hailing 5, 
aS well from motives of refpect to your honourable Board, 
as from a conviction that invective, evidently (lowing 
from refentment, and general aflertions, unsupported by 
proofs, need' no ferious refutation. — Neceffity, however, 
compels me to requeft your permiffion to contrail the 
crimes laid to my charge by the fole voice of the late 
Governor-general, with the uniform approbation my for- 
mer 
Google 
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mer conduct received in the years 1775 and 1776, when 
it was acknowledged, even by oppolite parties, that t 
had ferved the Company with fidelity and iuccefs. LJn- 
tii the period when I was Tent to the court of Oude, as 
the felefled friend of Mr. Haitings, my public character 
had ever met the applaufe of my fuperiors ; finer then, 
indeed, my faculties and time have been wholly employed 
in defending myfelf againlt the malicious accufations of 
my enemies. 

My political conduft having been honoured with your 
full approbation, the two fpecific charges lately exhi- 
bited againlt me, upon the exchange of rupees, and the 
exorbitant cxpences of my office, are the fubjects which 
require further explanations — And here I mult obferve, 
that the late Governor-general, veiled with the powers of 
your government, and Hyder Beg Cawn with defpotic 
fway over the Vizier's dominions, have not produced a 
fingle evidence in fupport of their accufations. 

Had I been guilty of the crimes alledged againlt me, 
the proofs might furely have been obtained when inclina- 
tion and power were active in the fearch.— For the mini- 
fter, countenanced and protected by the firfl member of 
your adminiltration, could with impunity have promifed 
rewards to any native who fhould have flood forth as my 
accufer, while on the other hand it is probable that he 
threatened to inflict punithment on thofe fiiould conceal 
the knowledge of tranfa&ions which might any way tend 
to criminate my conduct. I conceive I do not deviate 



from propriety, in forming fuppofitions, a mode of rea- 
soning for which the late Governor has eftabliflied the 
precedent. 

" Whilft the Vizier and his minifters poffefled their 
" proper authority, an adherence to the rates of the table 
*' of aiTay was of little prejudice to them, becaufe they 
" had it in their option to make their payments in what- 
*' ever fj pec ies they pleafed ; but after the Engl ifliRefi dent 
" afltimed and obtained a controul over the finances, the 
" lofs was heavily felt; it might be fuppofed, that the 
" Refidcnt would make ufe of his influence to caufea 
" great proportion of the payments to be made in thofe 
" fpecies which were on the afl"ay table moll depreciated 
*■ in comparifon of their current, or intrinlic value, fince 
*' 4ie could immediately exchange them to the merchants 
•* at a very confiderable advantage to himfelf." The 
rcafoning above Hated I have already refuted in my ad- 
drefs of the 2d of October 1784 : but in corroboration of 
what I then advanced, I now beg leave to obferve, that 
no European at Lucknow could have effected a fingle 
point of importance, Major Palmer alone excepted, and 

that 
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that gentleman, a& private agent to Mr. Battings, was in- 
timately connected with, and the confidential advifer of 
the minifter. Thus fituated, with pofttive knowledge that 
Hyder Beg Cawn w.as my inveterate enemy and malicious 
sccufer, is it to be fuppofed that I could be fo deficient 
in common fenfe and prudence as to furnifh him with the 
certain means of effecting my ruin ? 

The fuppolition therefore of the late Governor-general, 
that I influenced the exchange, as well as his pontive af- 
fertion, that I affumed and obtained a controul over the 
finances of the Vizier, I molt folemnly declare to be to- 
tally void of foundation. 

I am fupported by a moft rtfpedtable authority when I 
affert, that your government alone is competent to efta- 
blifli equitable rules of exchange. The authority to 
which I allude is fo much in point, that I hope the ho- 
nourable the Governor- general will pardon me for quoting 
it in this place. — " A table affay afcertaining from our 
•* mint the intrinfic value of each coin, and prescribed 
" by this government as the ftandard by which all monies 
" are to be eftimated, is the only check that law can efta- 
*' blilh to prevent imposition in receipts or difburfements 
•* of monies fo various in value and eftimation."— Such 
a table affay was prefcribed by your government in the 
year 1776, as the ftandard by which all monies fhould be 
received and difburfed ; and from this ftandard I never 
in the lead deviated, nor indeed could I have done it with 
propriety, or the hope of fafcty. 

Exchange of money has always been productive of ad- 
vantage to individuals under every government. Mr. 
Macpherfon, in his minute already referred to, has ufed. 
the following words, which as they apply to the preceding " 
obfervation to the practice of this fervice, he will, I hope,,, 
txcufe my inferring.—' 1 In general I know that all col- 
•• lectors of revenue, or their native agents, and all diP- 
'* bnrfers of large fums, or their native agents in this 
" country, mutt have a profit upon the exchange or 
** batta, when claims are of many different kinds, and 
*» of local, and often of arbitrary value." — Having then 
the fanction of government, the known general ufage of 
the fervice, as well as the example of my, predecenors, to 
juftify this part of my conduct, I will not pretend to 
deny that emoluments were made at Lucknow by the 
Shroffage, or exchange of rupees. The fame regard to 
truth which leads me to make this confeuion, now impels 
me alio to declare, that the amount was far fhort of the 
enormous Aim Ttated in the fallacious account of Hyder 
peg Cawn. I hold it to be a fejf-evident proportion that 
Mr. Haftings, who exclufively prcfided for a ieries of 
Vol. II. Q, year, 

Di^d b/Googfe 
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years over the honourable Company's affairs at the court 
of Oucte, mull have known fome emoluments were at- 
tached to the office of Refident. Could it be fuppofed 
that your reprefentative at that court was to fupport him- 
felf with becoming dignity on one thoufand rupees per 
month, a Aim infinitely lefs indeed than the allowances 
granted to every gentleman employed in the political 
branch of your fervice r Permit me to make a compa- 
rifon between my allowances as Refident, and thofe of 
many of the Company's civil fervants, my juniors in 
rank, who at that time held appointments of much Jefs 
refponfibility, and unclogged with thofe extraordinary 
expences, which in my fituation were unavoidable. I 
believe, Gentlemen, it will appear, that my falary was 
comparatively trifling, and every way inadequate to the 
appointment, 1 had the honour to hold. An appoint- 
which Mr. Haftings has termed " the raoft important in 
" the fervice, both with relation to its political magni- 
" tude, and the great- pecuniary intereft attached to it." 

I appeal then to the candour of your honourable Board, 
whether, on combining thefe circumftances, I am not 
juftified in aflerting, that the late Governor-general mult 
have been fully aware of fome emoluments being made 
by the Refident at Owde j and whether any could have ■ 
been more fair or honourable than thofe derived from an 
exchange, the rates of which had received the fandtion of 
your government, and were eftablifhed by long precedent. 
If, however, it can be proved, that at any period I en- 
deavoured to influence the Shroffs, or others, toraifeor 
depreciate the value of the different rupees, for my own 
advantage, or even if I interfered, directly or indirectly, . 
further than to receive and difburfe the public money, at 
the exchange fixed by your honourable Board, I readily 
admit that! Ihould deferve the greateft difgrace and fe- 
vereft punifbrnent your government or the law could in- 
flict on tne; but IS juiticc to myfelf, I deny even the 
intention of fo flagitious an act ; and I muft repeat, that 
had fuch influence been exerted, the late Govern or- gene- 
ral, through the channel of Hyder Beg Cawn,, might 
eafily have obtained certain evidence thereof, and would 
doubtlefs have produced it.— I (hall now proceed to reply 
to the fecond charge exhibited againftme, on the exor- 
bitant expences of the refidency: here 1 entirely agree 
with the late Governor-general, that if the allowances 
objected to by the Vizier were eftablifhed by my prede- 
ceflbr, without the previous confent or knowledge of his 
Highnefs, the precedent ought not to be admitted ; but 
I feel a confidence when I aflert, that both the Nabob 
and his minifter had acquiefced in and approved of charges 
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{till greater than thofe for which my conduct has been ar- 
raigned. I have already obferved, that thofe charges did . 
not originate with, nor were they in every particular ap- 
proved of by me ; it was my intention to have reduced 
them as foon as I had effected the important changes and 
regulations pointed out in my inftrudtions as the grand 
objects to which my attention mould be primarily directed. 
I take the liberty of referring your honourable Board to 
thofe inft ructions, it will be found that they infill on a 
fpeedy and effectual alteration in almoft every department 
of the Nabob's government. To have attained a com- 
petent knowledge of matters fo complicated, to have exa- 
mined accounts purpofely involved by the minifter in 
intricacy and confulion, would have been impracticable, 
without the zealous and active aififtance of the gentlemen 
attached to my office) their diligence and conftant ap- 
plication deferved, in my opinion, Tome fuperior allow- 
ances ; in all events their conduct could not have merited, 
nor fhould it have been required, by punifliment, and 
fuch they would have deemed a reduction of the falaries, 
which had from the ufage of years been confidered as 
permanent, not to be done away but by the exprefs orders 
of the Vizier. I once indeed attempted to prevail 00 the 
minifter to curtail Mr. Thomas's allowances, which ap- 
peared to me enormous, their amount being no lefs a futn 
than 8,136 rupees, exclufive of what he drew in the ca- 
pacity of furgcon to the Resident ; but my advice, as that 
gentleman obferves, was treated with contempt : I repeat, 
however, it was my defign to have leflened. thefe falaries, 
provided the Vizier's confent could have been obtained, 
whenever I could have accomplished the object of my 
minion. Had I begun the arduous talk of reformation in 
my own department, my time would have been entirely 
engrafted in tranfmitting and anfwering rep refentat ions to 
your honourable Board, on matters comparatively inlig- 
nificant with thofe important charges in the Nabob's 
government which I was ordered to carry into immediate 
execution. I had the official aflurance of my predeceflbr, 
that the late Governor- general knew that thefe falaries 
were paid by the Vizier, even pofterior to the treaty con- 
cluded at Chunar : Mr.Middleton being in Europe, I 
cannot avail myfelf at prefent of his perfonal evidence, 
but I hope the honourable the Court of Directors will call 
upon that gentleman to avow ordifprove what I have here 
advanced. 

Mr. Haftings, in bis minute dated the 7th of December 
1784,' has cxpreffed himfclf as follows : 

" For my own part, when the Vizier's mmifter firft 

** .informed me, that the amount which his matter had 

Q,2 '* authorized, 
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" authorized, and was willing to admit, for the charger 
" cf the residency, and the allowances of the gentlemen 
11 at Lucknow, was 25,000 rupees per months, I own I 
" was ftartled ai the magnitude of the Turn, and ww 
**■ fome days hefitating in my mind, whether I could with. 
" propriety admit of it." 

In another minute, dated the 8th December 1784, he 
aflures the Board, " that the allowance of the Refidents, 
M drawn either in the 'time of Mr. Briftow, or his pre- 
" decelTor Mr. Middleton, never were authorized by 
" him, excepting in the fingle inftance of Mr. Trevor 
" Wheler, which the aeeufations of Mr. Briilow and 
*' Mr. Cowper oblige and compel him to acknowledge." 

No* though the abfence of Mr, Middleton proculdes 
the poffibility of a pofitive proof that Mr. Haftings was 
informed of all the allowances which were paid by the 
Refident, Mill there exifts a ftrong prefumptive one, as 
will appear, that he was neither ignorant of, nor averfe 
to, the Vizier's granting large falaries to more* than one 
European gentleman. In the firft place, I fball inftance 
Mr. Thomas^ who, exclufive of his pay from the Com- 
pany, which was 1, 20c* rupees, claimed from the Vizier, 
with Mr.Haftings'sknowledge*, 8,136 rupees permonth. 
Secondly, the late Governor-general avows his autho- 
rizing Mr. Trevor Wheler's receiving 5,000 rupees 
per month. Tn this place I take the liberty to remind 
your nondurable Board of that gentleman's being my fourth 
afltftant. Was it natural to fuppofe, that he alone enjoyed 
fuperior allowances? or was it not more confonant to 
reafon, for Mr. Haftings to conclude, that my other af- 
fiftants were permitted to receive falaries from the Nabob 
fuperior Or inferior to Mr. Wheler's, according to their 
repeflive ranks in the Company's fervice ? Surely it 
could not be conceived that I would, by fo unjuftifiable 
a partiality in favour of Mr, Wheler, create jealoufies 
and difguft in the minds of every gentleman belonging 
to my department. Laftly, to fteW that Mr. Haftings 
knew and approved of large falaries, I beg leave to annex 
the copy of a letter, which nothing but the neceffity of 
felf-detence fhould ever have induced me to make public 
—it requires no comment. 

*' Dear Briftow, 
*' Sir Eyre Coote has fome field allowances to receive 
'* from the Vizier, they amount to Sicca rupees 15,554 
** per month, and he has been paid up by the Vwitt to 

* Vide Canfuhatiomyh November, in which the late Gt- 
V*mar~gimral recorded Mr.Tktmat's application to hint for 
thefe identical alitwamts, " the 
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*' the 20th of Auguft 1782. The Governor has directed 
** me to write to you, to requeft you to receive what is. 
" due from the Vizier from the 20tb Auguft laft, at the 
*' rate 0/ Lucknow Sicca rupees 15.554 per month, and 
" fend me a bill for the amount, the receipt of which 1 
** will acknowledge in the capacity of Sir ?yre Coots'* 
** attorney ; and the Governor defires, that you will coa,- 
" tinue to receive Sir Eyre Cook's field allowances at 
" the fame rate, and remit the money to m.e as it corner 
** in." 

" Calcutta, January 25th, 1783. 

"; " (Signed; CHARLES CROFTS,. 

Permit me to requefl your honourable Boaad vfiU bear, 
in mind, that 1 could' derive no poffible advantage, hut 
incur pcrfonal rifque, from profufely Iavifbi,ng, without 
authority, the public money on gentlemen, mofi of whom 
were unconnected with me in any other relation than my 
official capacity : wheivlhcfe fa,cts and arguments are al- 
lowed their full weight, I hope and believe your honour- 
able Board will admit, I had Sufficient grounds to p re- 
fume that the allowances now complained of were not 
only authorised by the Vizier, who has patted them with- 
out objection in his accounts for fucceeding years, but 
were alfo approved by your late president, who has even 
continued the falaries to Meflrs. Bruce and Taylor to this 
day, although (hey form a part of the inadmiiiible charges 
objected to by the Nabob Vizier in my account. 

Mr. Ha (tings, in his minute dated the 7th of December 
1784, fpeaking of charges incurred by the Nabob's verbal 
orders, obferves, *' were I once convinced that fuch an 
*' amicable intercourfe had always exifted, and that Mr. 
" Briftow had uniformly fhewn on other occaiions an 
*' equal degree of delicacy towards the Nabob Vizier, I 
" might have been induced to allow thofe arguments 
'* great weight, arid have contented myfelf on the V izier's 
" difavowing his fanclioii, with merely afcertaining the 
" reality of the expenditures, and the re a fo nab lends of 
■* the fums charged. But our-records of laft year arc 
" filled with remonltrances written even previous to thofe 
" expenditures, which imprefs us with ideas very different 
•* from delicacy and amicable intercourfe." I have ever 
c on fid ere d and treated the complains preferred againft me 
by the Vizier as proceeding from his minilter, who it is 
notorious holds his fovereign in entire thraldom, and has 
often " dared to ufe the Nabob's name and even affixed 
" his feal to letters, either di&ated to the Nabob, or 
" written without his knowledge."— To prove however 
that an amicable intercourfe did actually exift, 1 fubmit 
Q.3 to 
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to the perufal of your honourable Board tranflations of a 
correfptndenee (No. 2) that patted between the Vizier 
and me, a fiiort time after thofe remonstrances alluded to 
by the late Governor-general were made j when the Vizier 
■wrote thefe letters he was abfent from his minifler, and 
therefore, it may be prefumed, he fpoke the genuine dic- 
tates of his heart. Many of the articles of expence which 
Hyder Beg Cawn aflcrts to have been incurred without 
the conferit or knowledge of the Vizier, I have produced 
written authority for; this wilful mifreprefentatjon I 
conceive is of itfelf fufficient to invalidate his evidence, 
hut I can further prove that for years part he has uniform- 
ly perfecuted me with complaints and crimination, which 
had no other foundation than malice. One of the laft 
events of my residency in the year 1776 was the recom- 
mendation of this identical minuter to the ftation he at 
prefent fills. I fupported him with your authority, and 
lirft recommended him to your notice.— It was impoffible 
that I could entertain any other than the moft friendly 
difpoficion towards the man in whofe elevation I had thus 
affifled, and it could only be mywiih to unite with him 
jn the execution of the public fervice ; far different fen- 
timents, however, poflcfTed the mind of Hyder Beg Cawn ; 
for, unprovoked by any offence on my part, he in the 
year 1781 inftigated complaints againft me in the name of 
the Nabob Vizier ; 1 had at that period the honour to he 
your Refident at the court of Owde for the management 
of political affairs, and as my office was diveftcd of in- 
fluence and authority, there could be no object of con- 
tention between us, and it is difficult to reconcile the 
conduit of Hyder Beg Cawn in preferring thefe ill- 
founded and unprovoked complaints with the principles 
either of honour or gratitude. 

In October 1782 your honourable Board thought proper 
to refolvc on arrangements which fhould correct the mul- 
tiplied evils that exifted in the Vizier's government, and 
did me the honour of feleding me for this important truft. 
The whole period of my residency pa fled in contcfts with 
Hyder Beg Cawn j his object was to reftft, mine to exe- 
cute your orders. No fituation, no condu& could guard 
me from his calumny; for the very regulations propofed 
by me, in ftri£t conformity to your commands, were made 
the ban's of his complaints. In faying thus much on 
the character and conduct of the miryfter, I conceive my- 
felf perfectly in order, as he is not only my accufer, but 
alfo the fole evidence" againft me ; cbrpplaints injurious 
to my character have for a feng time compofed a volumi- 
nous part of your proceedings, arid though fucceffivclT 
refuted, have been renewed with equal eagernefs and fti- 
" " veteracy 
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Veteracy. What reparation* what fatisfaction am I to 
receive ? lam myielf amenable to the laws of my coun- 
try, but my accufer is exempt from our jurifdiction ; and 
may therefore, if any purpofe is yet to be anfwered, con- 
tinue to fabricate his falfehoods without any apprehention 
of puniftWent, and with every local advantage. 

Though in the beginning of this letter I declared my 
retblution to refrain from remarking on the injurious epi- 
thets Mr. Haftings has fo liberally beftowed on my con- 
duct, I may, 1 think, without departing from this pro- " 
feffion, be allowed to obferve, that thofe epithets, however 
properly they might have been ufed by my accufer, were 
unbecoming the dignity of the Governor-general, and 
irreconcilable with the impartiality of a judge. Nor 
will it, I imagine, be confidered improper ordifrefpectful 
to accompany this defence with fome extracts (No. 3) 
from the late Governor-general's minutes written at dif- 
ferent periods, whereby it will appear that his opinion of 
my public character frequently varied from bad to good, 
and good to bad, according to times, circumftances, and 
fit nations. 

In conclufion, I make it my requeft, in which I hope 
to be indulged by your honourable Board, that this addrefs 
may go a number in the packet to the honourable Court 
of Directors, with a reference to thefe letters noted jn 
the margin, which form the firft part of my reply to the 
acca fat ions preferred againft me by the late Governor- 
general, the Nabob Vizier, and his minifter Hyder Beg 
Cawn. [2d and 4th Oct. 26th Nov.] 

I have the honour to be, with the higheft refpect, 
Gentlemen, 
Calcutta, your moft obedient 

22d March 1785. humble fervant, 

(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 

Extratl tf a Letter frm Mr. Briftow to the Honourable the 
Governor General and Council, dated the 24 of Qfteber 
1784. 

I never interfered in the detail, and my general instruc- 
tions for the management of the treafury, enjoined a rigid 
adherence to the affay table and to the forms in ufe by 
my predeceflbrs : when in the month of September laft * 
I laid my accounts for the preceding year (1190 Fuflklly) 
before the Vizier and his minifters, no fuch objections as 
thofe now ftated were urged, my accounts were found 
'tictly conformable both in form and matter to former 

* Should be 1783, 
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ufage, and were approved accordingly. Could Hyder Beg 
Cawn have difcovered any thing chargeable with fuch 
matter of accusation as he has now thought proper to 
produce againft them, it is not probable that, in his anxi- 
ety at that period to effect the removal of your Refident, 
who without power indeed to controul, yet uncea£ngly 
watched his conduct — it is not probable, I fay, that fo 
cjrcumftanced he would have neglected To promifing a 

SroCpeft of accomplishing his favourite objccTt j he has 
lewn himfelf anxioufly difpofed to criminate my conduct 
fn every inftance, and it is not resfonable to fuppofe he 
would have admitted an accufation of this nature, when 
he has not hefitated to produce as charges againft me com- 
plaints ftamped with the unequivocal proofs of my zeal 
for your fervice,' and his determined Qppofition to every 
meafure, however forcibly recommended by you, that 
militated in any (hape againft the uncontrolled power and 
influence he had fo many years enjoyed over the Vizier's 
dominions. 

A true extract. 

JOHN BRISTOW. 

Trtmjktim of a Lttttr from the Nabob Vaj.tr to Mr. Brif- 
taw; Received May ' 1783. 

I am rejoiced by the receipt of your letter, encJafing 
the draft of an abfwer to Mahajy Sindia, and Bow Bux- 
fhy, and an addrefs from Major Browne. The news of 
your health affords me the h,igheft fatisfattion. By. the 
bleffing of God my health is good, And my heart is aver 
intent on receiving accounts of your welfare. I have 
caufed letters to be written, agreeable to the drafts you 
prepared, to Mahajy Sindia ana Bow Buxfhy, and you 
w>U pleafe to forward them. 

Confidering my heart anxious for an interview with 
yoq, you will write me frequent accounts of your health. 

TranJJatton of a Letter /rem the Nabob Vizitr U Mr. 
Briflow : Received May yl 1783. 

By the bleJfing of God my health is good and profpe- 
rous, and my victorious army is encamped in Bauaitch. 
My mind, imprefied with the pureft friendfhip for you, 
is ever fearching after the news of your health ; and in 
the mi dft of the joy of my hunting, to which my incli- 
nations are ftncerely difpofed, I frequently finite my heart 
with my nails, in recollection of you 5 for thofe reafona 
it is my fincere wifli that you will always write me the 
news of your welfare and ha.ppinefs, encreafe the gratifi- 
cation 
3i 9 ,!iz e <i oy Google 
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cation of my anxious feelings, and diffipate the irkfome 
apprehensions of my mind, by the moft pleafing intelli- 
gence of your good and profperous health.. 

Mr. Brifiow in Rifly, % \fl Jtmmajj ulfavy 1 197. 

I am honoured with your Highnefs's letter, expreffing 
your favour towards me, and informing me " that your 
11 health is good and profperous, the victorious army is 
*' encamped at Bairaitch, that your heart is highly anxi- 
" ous for the news of my welfare ; and that, in the midft 
" of your hunting, to which your inclinations are fin- 
*' cerely difpofed, you often ftrike your heart with your 
•* nails, in recollection cf me ; for thefe reafons you re- 
" queft me always to write you the news of my welfare 
" .and happinsfs, thereby to enereafe the gratification of 
*' your anxious feelings, and di (Spate the irkfome appre- 
" nenfions of your mind, by the moft pleafing intelli- 
" gence of my good and profperous health." 

Accept of my moft graceful thanks, for thefe proofs of 
your Highnefs's favour, and may the Almighty Spread 
the (hade of his blcffings over your Highnefs for this re- 
collection of me-i-I have in thefe days received a Shoka 
from the king, and a letter from the Nabob Nuyjud ud 
Dowla, directing me to apply to your Highnefs to fnffer 
the exportation of grain from your dominions.. Similar 
applications .will be probably have beep made dirtily to 
ypu through Major Browne. Being your Highnefs's fin- 
cere well -wifher, I adireiTed the honourable the Governor- 
general, in confequence of the drought in your dominions, 
requesting a remiffion of the duties on grain that might 
be exported from Benares to 'thefe parts, : as the interctts 
of both governments are mutual, in all likelihood my. 
requeft will be approved. 1 have Ijkewjfe. addrefled the 
gentlemen at Benares, Patna* and Choran Chupra, dp-' 
firing they will encourage the merchants in exporting 
grain, as in your Highnefs's dominions the fcarcity is (0 
Severely felt, that many of your fubjecrs have periflied. 
It is not expedient that you Should fuffer any exporta- 
tion, at the fame time it is neceflary to {hew a. deference 
to his Majefty; and I therefore recommend that your 
Highnefs fhould write fuch an anfwer to the royal Shoka 
as may not caufe offence. Having from of old been ho- 
noured with your Highnefs's favour, I hope you will 
continue tp gladden me with frequent letters of your 
health. 
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From the Nahsb Fizter, in Reply; Received 30 May 1783, 

Your pleating letter with the news of your health to 
the following purport, in anfwer to mine, is received. 
That *' an anfwer to the Sholca of the raoft holy aitd 
** aufpicious king, on the fubjeft of the exportation of 
" grain from thefe parts to Delhy, fhould be fo framed 
** as not to caufe offence to his Majefty ; and that you, 
" with a view to the good of humanity, and from friend- 
*' {hip to me, had addrefled the honourable Governor- 
** general concerning a remiffion of the duties in Benares, 
*' and alfo the gentlemen of Churan Chupra, Stc. con- 
** cerning the giving encouragement to merchants." 

The news of your welfare, and the other circumftances 
communicated in your letter, are clearly and explicitly 
ttnderftood, and afford me Satisfaction. It is certain that 
the improvement of my affairs, and the good of humanity, 
are ever the with of your heart. Copies of my anfwer 
to the King, the Nabob Mujjeedud Dowla, and Mirza 
Snuffer, go enclofed for pernfal. — Out of refpect to the 
orders of majefty, I have not returned a peremptory denial, 
but made fome general excufes ; and it appears that before 
this, an account the dearnefs of grain, and the diftrefs 
of the people, I iflued my orders to Khewja, Ainudine 
Aimafs Ally Cawn, Mahomed Beg, &c. prohibiting the 
exportation of grain from my dominions. 

I am encamped at Nanapara, on account of the plenty 
of game which is in this quarter. To-day by the ftrcngth 
with which the Almighty has bleffed me, I valiantly, and 
with fprings like the Tyger, killed, by thoufands of ar- 
rows and mulket ftiots, an Elephant which would not yield 
to the Elephants of the Heavens in fiercenefs, and which in 
£2e would out-top the mountains — I granted falvation to 
a world labouring under his violence. In the fpirit of 
the pureft frienduiip I make rhis communication} and it 
is incumbent on you, that, confidering me anxious for 
your health, you always write me letters. 
A true tranflation. 

JOHN BRISTOW. 

Extras ef Secret Confultations, Fort WiUiam t z ifi December 
'774- 

The Governor-general objects to this proportion, be- 
caufe in his judgment, Mr. Briftow is not qualified for 
the office, neither by his knowledge of the Perfian lan- 
guage, nor by any diftinguifhed abilities. 
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ExIraB of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council 
of Bengal in the- Secret Department tbl %d Dee, 1776. 

Governor- general .— 1 bring no charge againft Mr* 
Briftow. I do not accufe him of any faults. I know of no 
charge that was produced againft Mr. Middleton when hje 
was removed. The majority of the Board thought pro- 
per at that time to remove the public minifter at the 
court of the Nabob of Oude, who had received his no- 
mination from me, and to appoint another in his ftead,. 
in whom they had 2 confidence. Highly as I efteem the 
merits of Mr. Middleton, I will not Dring them into an 
invidious comparifon with thofe of Mr. Briftow, whom, 
though totally unknown to me but by bis public charac* 
ter, I efteem. 

ExtraSofthe Proceedings oftht Governor General and Council 
of Bengal) in their Public Department, the id OSobcr 
1780. 

Governor-general. — I will afkwho is Mr. Briftow, that 
a member of the administration fhould at fuch a time hold 
him forth as an inftr ument for the degradation, of the firft 
executive member of this government r What are the 
profeffed objects of his appointment? What are the 
merits of his fer vices 1 Or what the qualifications which 
entitle him to fuch uncommon diftinflion f Is it from 
his fuperior integrity, or from his eminent abilities, that 
he is to be dignified at fuch hazard of any confederation 
that ought to influence the members of the ad mini ft ra- 
tion X Of the former (his integrity) I know no proofs; 
I am Aire it is not an evidence of it that he has been ena» 
bled to make himfelf the principal in fuch a competition ; 
and for the teft of his abilities I appeal to the letter which 
he has dared to write to this Board, and which, I am 
afliarned to fay, we have fuffered. I defire that a copy 
of if may be inferted in this day's proceedings, that it 
may (land before the eyes of every member of the Board, 
when he fhall give his vote upon a qu eft ion for giving 
their confidence to a man (their fervant) who has pub- 
licly infulted them (his matters) and the members of the 
government to whom he owes his obedience j who af- 
fuming an auociation with the Court of Directors, and 
erecting himfelf into 2 tribunal, has arraigned them for 
difobedience of orders, palled judgment upon them, and 
condemned or acquitted them as their magiftrate or fu- 
perior.— Let the Board consider, whether a man poffefled 
of fo independent a. fp.irit, who has already (hewn a con- 
tempt of their authority, who has fbewn himfelf fo 
wretched 
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wretched an advocate for his own caufe, and negociator 
lor his own intereft, is fit to be trufled with the guardian- 
fiiip of .their honour, the execution of their measures, and 
as. their confidential manager and negociator with the 
princes of Jndia. 

Mxtraa of e Litter frm tin Honourable the Govtrnpr- general, 
to Edt/uard Whtlfr and Je/>i Macphe?fpn, F.fquires ; dated 
tfpentht Ganges, near Soakfagore, 2$ September 1782. 

I had the pleafu,re of finding, upon the moll' impartial 
enquiry, that the conduct of Mr. Briftow during his 
former refidence at the .court of the Vizier, had been 
proper and attentive; I accordingly willed to recommend 
nim to fucceed the prefent Re'fident, provided tie Vizier 
had no reafonable objections to his appointment. 

E&rafi of a Memorandum tranfmitted in conformity to the 
Orders of the Honourable the Governor 'general, by Major 
Davy, to Mr. Briftovi, in a Letter dated the ythOiiaber 

Major' Palmer to inform the Nabob and his mirriflers, 
that Mr. Briftow is not the choice of the Gentlemen of the 
Council, but the Governor's own and fole choice has now 
been formed on the mofi perfect knowledge of his integri- 
ty, honour, and abilities. 

Extract of (he Honourable the Governor,- genera? s Minute into 
Council, the $bth of September 1783. 

Is it poflible that I could 'have ufed fo much delicacy, 
and affected fuch a tendernefs towards the Nabob, if I 
meant to fend a tyrant to rule over him ? 

I (hall forbear to fpeak my apprehenfions of the confe- 
quf nces, if it fliall be finally refolved by the members of 
this Board, that Mr. Briftowfiiairbeforrrtalivvefted with 
the powers of ruling the dominions appertaining to the 
Nabob Aflbph ul Dowla, and guaranteed to him againft 
all invaders by a facred treaty, by which the faith and 
honour of the Britifl* Nation, fend not the Company alone, 
arc pledged to maintain it— a fyftein of fuch controul can- 
riot liiblift on conftructive powers ; and if the Board do 
not notify to Mr. Briftow the declaration which I have 
made of the revocation of them, which he received from 
me, and which he has grofsly abufed, I [hall ; and at his 
peril let him hereafter quote them as containing the au- 
thority for his actions : tbofe who abet him in his conduct 
ought to prefcribe to him the rule of it ; when I am made 
acquainted 

■ 
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acquainted with that rule, I will record my opinion of k. 
Would to God I could prevent it, and the dreadful con- 
fluences which, however qualified, muft attend the ex~ 
ercife of any dominion built on fuch a foundation, and 
committed to fuch a ruler I 

ExtraSt efthe Governor GeneraVs Minute upon Mr. *Johnfo*!t 
Defence ; Cnnfuliatian, 2 ifi Oclaber. 

Upon the whole, though I have ftriflly delivered my 
opinion on Mr. Johnfon's defence, I muft add, that I 
think he has been fufhciently punifhed by the deprivation 
of his office, and by the feverity with which it was im- 
mediately effected : " not to be worfe Hands in fome rahic 
of praife." His faults fink to mere errors and inadverten- 
cies, when compared with thofe of his principal, and are 
wholly loft in the contrail with thofe of the prefent Re- 
fident. 

True extracts. 

(Signed) JOHN BR1STOW. 

Ordered, That the fecretary do acknowledge the receipt 
of Mr. Briftow's letter and its enclofures, and acquaint 
him, that copies thereof Were tranfmitted, agreeable to 
liis requeft, to the honourable Court of Directors, with 
the difpatcnes, by the Hinchingbrooke. 

Read the following Letter from the Accountant-general. 

To the Honourable Warren Haffings, Efq; Governor- 
gerieral, Aic. Council 6f Fort William. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
commands of yefterday's date, directing me to prepare 
" an accurate ftatement of all the allowances paid by the 
" Nabob Vizier fince the treaty of Chunar, with the 
" vouchers for them, and to tranfmit the fame to your 
" honourable Board without delay." 

In obedience to thefe commands all the public accounts 
of the Lucknow ftation, in which [ have any official con- 
cern, have been carefully infpeeted, and are not found 
"to contain an entry of any fuch payment; nor hare there 
ever been tranfmitted from that ftation to this office any 
ether vouchers than die copies of fuch as appear to have 
been taken for the monthly allowances of the honourable 
Ctympany's covenanted fervants and furgeon attached to 
the ftation, paid by the Refident, and carried to the ho- 
nourable Company s debit. 
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There is however an inftance which may appear in Tome 
meafure a deviation from this aflertion, and fomewhat 
analogous to the description given of thefe required by 
the Board. This occurs in the month of March 1783) 
and is Stated as follows, in the entry made thereof, to toe 
debit of the Nabob. 

I have the honour to be, with great refpecr, 
Fort William, honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Accountant general's office, Your moft obedient 
14th Dec. 1785. humble fervant, 

(Signed) Wm. LARKINS, 
Accountant-general. 

Amount paid Major Palmer his allowance for 
three months, on a deputation to Fyzoola Cawn 9,000 

Paid Mr. Grant his allowance for three months, 
u affiftant to the deputation ... 4,500 

Fyie. 16 fun Sa. rupees - 13,500 



Major Palmer's Letters and Instructions. 

ExtraS tf Bengal Secret Confultatians, tht 6th Oftobcr 1783. 

THE Governor-general delivers in the following mi- 
nute, with two letters from Major Palmer, and one from 
Hyder Beg Cawn, dated 6th October 1783. 

The Governor-general lays before the Board two letters 
lately received from MajorP aimer, and one from Hyder Beg 
Cawn. As both refer to Lieutenant Colonel Martin, as 
having been privy to many of the circumftances which 
relate to the complaints exhibited againft Mr. Briftow, 
and as Hyder Beg Cawn directly appeals to his teftimony 
for the truth of his representation of them, I defire that a 
letter may be written by the Secretary, in the name of the 
Board, to Lieutenant Colonel Martin, requiring him to 
declare in writing, and with the Solemnity of an oath, a 
narrative of all that he knows concerning the various 
matters of complaint which hare paned between the Na- 
bob Vizier, and his minifter Hyder Beg Cawn on one 
part, and Mr. Briftow on the other. 

Major Palmer having, in bis firft letter, alluded to a 
private correspondence which patted between him and Mr. 
Cowper, which that gentleman carried to be copied for 
the ufe of Mr. Briftow, and the Substance and tendency 
of the fame having been long fince fuggefted to the Go- 
vernor-general, in terms which Seemed to be intended to 

imprefs 
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imprefs him with unfavourable fentiments of Major Palmety 
for the fliarc which he has had in the late tranfa&iqns at 
Lucknow, the Govern or -general requelts, that if the 
other members of the Board are in poiteflion of a copy of 
this correfpondence, and conceive that any inference may 
be drawn from it, which may ferve to illuftrate any partjof 
the general fubject, they will be pleafed to lay it before the 
Board, that it may be recorded with the other correspond- 
ing materials. 

Sir, 

The proceedings of Mr, Briftow fince his laft appoint- 
ment to the office of Refident at the court of the Nabob 
Vizier, having been publicly complained of to you by the 
Vizier and his acting minifter, as highly injurious to the 
rights, intereft, and dignity of the former, and as unjufr, 
arbitrary, and oppreffive to the latter, and the {hare of in- 
terference which I have avowedly taken in thofe tranfac- 
tions having been mifreprefemed both in the motives and 
degree, and affected to be considered as the refult of a 
concerted plan for encouraging an oppofition in the mi- 
nifter to the meafure and authority of the Refident, 
and of creating a mifunderftanding between them, for the 
purpofe of removing Mr. Briftow from his office ; I think 
it my duty to make a public report to you of fuch tran- 
sactions as have been communicated to me by the Vizier 
and his minifter, on what grounds I thought myfclf ob- 
liged to interfere in their complaints, and to what extent 
that interference has been carried, that you and the public 
may judge whether my conduct has been actuated by ma- 
lignant or interested views, or by motives of duty and 
fidelity to you, and of regard to the Company's and the 
national intereft. 

You will be pleafed to recollect, Sir, that after I had 
left Lucknow laft year, on my return to the prefidency, 
from an unfuccefsful commiffion with which you had 
charged me to trie Vizier, you communicated to me the 
appointment of Mr. Briftow to the refidency of Oude, 
and directed me to return to Lucknow, and in your name 
to acquaint the Vizier and his minifters of this appoint- 
ment, to imprefs on their minds a firm reliance on your 
having; given Mr. Briftow your entire confidence, and of 
your determination to afford him your utmoft fupport, 
and to endeavour to eftablifh reciprocal confidence and 
cordiality. 

Having faithfully and zealoufly executed this commif- 
lion, I would have left Lucknow, and returned to Cal- 
cutta, conformably to your instructions, had I not at 
that time received intimation, that you were difpofed to 
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'favour a propofal which I had made to yoO of an efta- 
blifhment for myfclf in this quarter, which would have 
required my pretence at Lucknqw if it had taken place. 
I therefore remained here principally for my own con- ■ 
venience, but with the hopes alio of cementing the har- 
mony which I flattered myfelf I had been inftrumental 
in founding at the Durbar, but I received very early 
intimation of a difpofition in Mr. Briftow, which greatly 
damped this hope; I heard from various quarters, that 
Mr. Briftow had declared his difaffeclion to your perfon, 
and difclaimed all dependance on your authority and in- 
fluence; and the fir ft ftep which Mr. Briftow took after 
his arrival at Lucknow, clearly tended to deftroy that 
confidence which the public fervice required fltould fub- 
fift between him and the minifter, and to alarm the latter 
for his perfonal fecurity, and the liability of his office. 
Mr. Briftow had authorized Lieutenant Colonel Martin 
to enter into a written engagement With the miniftcr, im- 
plying fidelity and obedience on the part of the latter, and 
confidence and fupporf on the part of Mr. Briftow ; thte 
engagement Mr. Briftow thought proper to cancel, and 
to leave the minifter without any reliance on his favour Of 
protection. 

The apprehenfions of the minifter, at a tranfadion ft 
extraordinary and alarming, were confirmed and increafed 
by a demand which Mr. Briftow foon after made upon 
him of twenty-five lacks of rupees, from his own private 
fortune, for the public fervice, under the menace of be- 
ing difmiffed from his office in cafe of refufal. The next 
occurrence which was reprefented to fne for your infor- 
mation, Vas a requiiition made by Mr. Briftow to the 

, minifter of a Shoka in the Vizier's, name, but without 
his knowledge, directing the payment of fpecific monthly 
fubfidy, for the FuttyCjhur detachment. 

Before my departure for Rampoor I was informed that 
Mr. Briftow required of the Vizier to difplace certain of 
his houfhold officers, and that others of his nomination 
fhould be admitted in their room. Some time after my 
arrival at that place, I received intelligence from the mi- 
nifter, that Mr. Briftow had proceeded to regulate, by 
his own authority, and againft the ftrongeft rem on ft ranees 
and oppofition of the Vizier, the offices and expences of 
the houfhold, for which purpofe he appointed a Cuzaun- 
chee and Mufttriff; directed a feparate place for the re- 
ception of the treafure; took the receipts and difburfe- 
ments under his own charge j obliged the Muttefudys to 
attend Mr. Cowper with the accounts of the houfhold, un- 
der many circumftances of rigour ami difgrace j and made 

man; 
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tnany reductions and regulations in the Vizier's domeftic 
sccqnomy. 

The next fubjecl of complaint, with which I was de- 
fired to make you acquainted, was the mode of interfe- 
rence which Mr, Briftow made ufe of in eftablifliing an 
edaulut, in the name of the Vizier, but under the con- 
troul of Mr. Cowper ; who, as it was ftated to me, held 
the courts in his own houfe, and received, examined, and 
decided upon petitions ; and alfo dictated the decrees to be 
figned, Tome by the Vizier himfelf, and others by the 
Aumils in whole jurifdietion the complaints respectively 
lay. 

Mr. Briftow, of his own authority, and without the 
knowledge of the Vizier, ordered the reduction of four 
thoufand cavalry, and ieven thoufand infantry; he alfo 
afiumed the payment of the Vizier's cavalry, and ap- 
pointed Mr. Cowper to the office of paymafter; directed 
Tunkaws for the payment of the troops to be included in 
the Company's Jydads, upon which Tunkaws two lacks 
of rupees were actually collected and paid in to Mr. 
Cowper, but refunded from the ftrong oppofit ion "made 
by the Vizier* 

Mr. Briftow peremptorily directed the minifter, by let- 
ter, to fend Mahomed Beg as Sazoul to Furrockabad, 
without the knowledge of the Vizier. 

The minifter repeatedly adviied me of Mr. Briftow's 
having encouraged the Vizier to difgrace and punifh him, 
giving the Vizier aflurances that our government would 
not difapprove of or interfere in any mcafure which he 
might think proper to take with his own fervants ; this 
relation the Vizier himfelf confirmed to me. 

It has been reported to me, and in fome inftances hat 
been proved to you, that whenever the Vizier's refufal 
has been oppofed to any of the above meafures, Mr. 
Briftow has declared, and even to the Vizier himfelf, his 
determination to carry them into execution whether the 
Vizier confented to them or not. 

Mr. Briftow having, of bis own authority, granted 
Tunkaws upon that part of the revenue ailigned for de- 
fraying the Vizier's houfhold expences, to be, paid to the 
Cuzaunchee and Mooflmff, whom he had appointed, fent 
for the Vizier's feat, in order to affix them to the Pur- 
wannahs directed to the Aumils ; the Vizier- at firft re- - 
fufed to fend his feal, but fearing that Mr. Briftow would 
execute the meafures without it, and thereby degrade his 
authority, at length complied ; when Mr. Briftow re- 
jected the ufe of the Vizier's feal, and declared that his 
own fhould fuffice, and be of equal validity in all public 
ads of this government. I 
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Other instances of the high tone of authority over this 
government, and of independence on yours, which Mr. 
Briftow has aflumed, have been circumftantially and con- 
fidently related'to me, which having pafled in converSa- 
tioti only, do not eafily admit of proof, and which per- 
haps are not material if they did ; but every other tran- 
saction herein particularly recited appeared to me of fuch: 
high importance to the peace and Security of both govern- 
ments, to the national character for juftice and modera- 
tion, and to your perfonal reputation, and are fo incon- 
fi Stent with the fentiments I have ever heard you exprefs, 
and were, befides, accompanied with fuch teftimony, 
either in writing or by references to Lieutenant Colonel 
Martin's knowledge of the facts, that I rauft have vio- 
lated every obligation of duty and fidelity to you and to 
the Company, if I had refufed the requisitions of the Vizier 
and his mimfter, to forward their representations to you. 

Befides thefe obligations which I owe to you and to the 
Company, in common with every 'other member of your 
family and government, a more particular one was im- 
pofed upon me, by the com million with which you 
charged me to the Vizier, to eStabliSh the credit and in- 
fluence of Mr. Briftow at his court, and to encourage 
the Vizier to a reliance on Mr. Briftow's good disposition. 
towards him. I mull have forfeited my own character, 
and have Subjected yours to unjuft fufpicion, if I had 
refufed to be inftrumental in obtaining from you a redrefs 
of grievances, which in your name I had encouraged the 
Vizier to hope he would never experience. 
, The (bare which I had taken in the complaints again ft 
Mr. Briftow having been incidentally mentioned by me 
in a correfpondence with Mr. Cowper on a private Subject, 
that Gentleman thought proper to furnilh Mr. Briftow 
with a copy of it, which I underftand has been forwarded 
to Calcutta, This is a principal reafon for my Suppo- 
sition in the former part of this addrefs, that it would 
be attempted to be proved, that my continuance at Luck- 
now, after my return from Rampore, was for the purpofes 
of encouraging the tninifter to oppofe the meafurcs of 
Mr. Briftow, and to excite complaints againft his con- 
dud. 

I am as certain that no fuch inference can be fairly 
drawn from any part of that correfpondence, as that the 
direct reverfe is the truth. 

My detention at that period was occasioned entirely be 
two young children being SucctlBvely Seized with the 
Small pox, and before their recovery I received your com- 
mands to remain at Lucknow, in confequence of the 
public complaints which had reached you from the Vizier 

and 
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Bed his miniitcr againft Mr. Briftow. It was the com- 
plaints againft Mr. Briftow which caufed my ftay, and 
not my flay which caufed the complaints ; and fo far have 
I been from exciting them, I folemnly declare that I 
never enquired of the minifters, or any other perfon, into 
the proceedings of Mr, Briftow. The communications 
of them were made to me fometimes by the Vizier him- 
felf, but more frequently by the minifter on his own be- 
half, and on that of the Vizier j and all the encourage- 
ment I gave to them, was to hope for redrefs if the com- 
plaints were juft; and even this with the ftricteft caution 
againft accusations either frivolous or falfe, warning the 1 
minifter, that if they were found to be fuch, the mif- 
chief which he intended to others would recoil upon 
himfelf. It was my conftant advice to the minifter, to " 
comply without delay or hefitation with every requifi- 
tion which Mr. Briftow made in the name of govern- 
ment ; but to demand fuch requifitions ftiould be made in 
writing, for his own fecurity,»nd juftification to his mafter. 

How much foeve'r it may be the intereft of Mr. Briftow 
to have it believed that complaints againft him have been 
fought for and encouraged, he will never eftablifh fuch a 
belief, whilft your character obviates the poffibility of a 
fufpicion that you could employ a man who has poJTeued 
your confidence and efteern for near ten years in the de- 
bating office which Mr. Briftow would affign to me ; and 
I truft that the invariable tenor of my own conduct will, 
to all who know it, acquit me of being capable of either 
affirming or accepting fuch an office. 

Lucknow, I have the honour to be, &c. 

i6thSept. 1783. (Signed) Wm. PALMER. 

Sir, 
■ Since the difpatch of my public addrefs to you of the 
16th inftant, I have difcovered that I was miftaken as ta 
the circumftance of Mr. Briftow having authorized 
Lieutenant Colonel Martin to enter into the engagement 
therein mentioned with'Hyder Beg Cawn, and which Mr. 
Briftow, after his arrival, difavowed and cancelled. I now 
underftand that Lieut. Col. Martin, as the confidential 
friend and agent of Mr. Briftow, gave, of his own autho- 
rity, a written aflurance for the purpofe of removing his 
apprehenfions of the refentment of Mr. Briftow on account 
of a former mifunderftanding between them. This diffe- 
rence in the manner of the tranfaction makes little or 
none in the fubftance of it, and the inference which I 
drew from it ftill remains the fame. 

Lucknow, I have the honour to be, &c. 

20th Sept. 1783. (SignedJ W. PALMER. 

R a Cm- 
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Cmfultation 21ft Ofiober. 

Governor General. 20th October 1783. 

The frequent ufe which has been lately made of Ma- 
jor Palmer's name in the records of the fate tranfaitions 
at Lucknow, the aflertion made by Mr. Johnfon in hi* 
defence, that Major Palmer was at Lucknow in the cha- 
racter of a political agent, and the private fuggeftions 
which have been conveyed to me of mifconftructions, 
pafTed on the nature and object of Major Palmer's depu- 
tation, compel me to lay before the Board the original 
i nil ructions which he received from me, and which, if I 
can truft to my own recollection, and the rule of conduct 
which I have invariably prefcribed myfelf in cafes of 
this kind, were both feen and approved of by the actual 
members of the Board. I own that it is with reluctance 
that I prefent them. They were not intended to be re- 
corded, their primary object being more to quiet the mind 
of the Nabob, to whom I owed that return of attention, 
for the honeft attachment which he fhewed to me when 
he thought: me in diftrefs, and my perfon in danger, than 
for any other purpofe. This muft account for the unap- 
plied heads of memorandums with which the inft ructions 
conclude. I cannot at this time, were it necefTary, ex- 
plain tbem, but know that they were designed only to 
prcferve his recollection of the loofe and undetermined 
ideas which I had communicated to him in conversation 
refpefcting them. 

I defire that this minute, with Major Palmer's inftruc- 
tions, may be added to the other papers which have been 
recorded on the general fubject of the complaints prefer- 
red againft Mr. Briftow, and tranfmitted with them by 
this difpatch to the Court of Directors. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 

A true Copy. 

E. Hay, 

Acting Secretary to the Secret Department. 

Ctnfultotion, -2 i/l Oflsbsr. 
_ To. Major William Palmer. 

' Sir, Fort William, 6th May 1782. 

I depute you to go to Lucknow, and to wait upon the 
Nabob Vizier in my name, obferving the following in- 
structions ; 

ift. You will affure him, that I feel it a fenfible dif- 
appointment that I am myfelf difabled from performing 
the vilit to his court which I promifed him at Chunar, 

by 
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' Papers relative to Charges IV. and XVI. afif 

fcy many caufes which at this time render my pretence at 
Calcutta indifpenfably neceffary. Thefe caufes, as ihey 
are fully known to you, you will explain as far as you 
fhall judge it proper, or conducive to the other and more 
cflential points of your commiflion. 

2dly. It has been a matter of equal concern and fur- 
prize to me, to learn by the letters of the Rdidcnt, that 
the Nabob Vizier was with difficulty, and an ai molt un- 
conquerable reluctance, induced -to give his confent to 
the attachment of the treafure depofhed by his father un- 
der the charge of the Begum his mother, and to the re- 
fumption of her Jagheer, and the other Jagheers of the 
individuals of his family, although thefe meafures were 
the effects of his own fuggeftion, and propofed with great 
carneflnefs to me for my concurrence. 

I defire that you will inform him, that in thefe and 
the other meafures which were either propofed by him, 
or received his concurrence in the agreement palled be- 
tween us at Chunar, I neither had, nor could have any 
object but his relief, and the ftrengthening of his con- 
nections with the Company, and that I" mould not on 
any other ground have- expofed myfelf to the pergonal ob- 
loquy which they could not fail to draw upon me by my 
participation in them, but left him to regulate by his own 
difcretion, and by his own means, the ceconomy of his 
own finances, and with much more caufe the affertion 
of his domestic right. In thefe he had no regular claim 
to my interference, nor had I, in my public character, 
any claim upon him, but for the payment of the debt 
then due from him to the Company, although I was un- 
der the ftrongeft obligations to require it for the relief of 
the preffing exigencies of their affairs. He will well re- 
member the manner in which, at a vifit to him in his own 
tent, I declared my acquiefcence freely and without hefi- 
tation to each proportion, which afterwards formed the 
iubftance of a written agreement as he feverally made 
' them ; and he can want no other evidences of my motive 
for fo chearful a confent, nor for the requeft which 1 ad- 
ded to the means of fulfilling his purpoies in them. Had 
he not made thefe meafures his own option, I ihould not 
have propofed them ; but having once adopted them, and 
made them the conditions of a formal and facred agree- 
ment, I had no longer an option to difpenfe with them, 
but was bound to the complete performance and execu- 
tion of them as points of public duty. and of national 
faith, for which I was refponfible to my king and the 
Company, my immediate fuperiors ; and this was the rea- 
fon for my infifting (o peremptorily in their performance 
and execution, when I was told that the Nabob himfelf 
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had relaxed from his original purpofe, and expreffed a 
rein flancc to proceed in it. 

When you have given him this explanation of my mo- 
tives in regard to the late tran factions, you will endeavour 
to learn, both by immediate application for that effect to 
the Nabob himfclf, and by enquiry with others, what 
were the real caufes which influenced the apparent change 
in his inclination refpecting this tranfaction; and whether 
he had any grounds for offence or diffatisfa£Uon in the 
courfe of it. 

As thefe, if they exift, are beyond the reach of any 
fatis factory conjecture which I can form, I can give you 
no fpecial infttuctions for your reply, but leave you to 
remove the Nabob's exception by fuch affurances as you 
may be enabled to make to him by your general but in- 
timate knowledge of my fentiments and intention in 
whatever has a relation to bis intcrefts, and his alliance 
with the Company and the Eritifli nation. 

?dly. I defire you to endeavour to obtain from the mi- 
nifters, and from Almafs Alii Cawn, fuch Aims of money 
as they can fpare from their own means, or raife by their 
credit upon loan, for the fervice of the Company. To 
effect this, it will be neceffary to convince them, that 
they will h,e no Infers by it ; but that, on the contrary, 
their property will require a fecurity from being lodged 
in the Company's funds. Explain to them the nature 
of the Company's interest notes, and the means of credit 
by which they pais in circulation, and are transferable 
from the original to other fucceffive proprietors, fo as to 
give them a juft idea of the tenure, and of the equal 
footing on which Native, Alien, and Britifli Proprietors 
ftand in the pofieffion of them. At the fame time, it will 
be proper to apprize them of the fluctuation of their cur- 
rent value, which it would be criminal to fupprefs. You 
may affure them that when peace is reftored to our cltab- 
lifiiment, and our expences are confequently diminifhed, 
the debt will be gradually paid off, as a former debt, 
contracted before my appointment to the government, to 
a much longer amount, was difcharged in the courfe of 
two years, within your own remembrance ; and that the- 
eftimated value of the notes will rife to the rates of their 
ipecific fums, and even above them, on the profpeft of 
payment j fo that the proprietors will be fubjeded to no 
lofs, unlefs they fliall chufe to part with their property in 
the notes during the intermediate time of our inability to 
difcharge them, the annual intereft due in the interval 
being duly and punctually paid. I have no doubt of 
their fidelity, but it can no way be fo ftrongly fliewn, nor 

*« 
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Hke Company's fupport of them fo ftrongly engaged, as 
by the alnitence required. 

4tbly. The Nabob Vizier havmg, by an intimation 
made to Mr. Middleton in the month of February laft, 
been pleafed to exprefs his defire to make me a prefent of 
ten lacks of rupees, and requeued my previous conlcnt 
and acceptance of the fame, I defire you will make my 
acknowledgement in proper terms for this inftance of his 
liberality and benevolence; and acquaint him that I am 
precluded from accepting it by many conditions, but by 
one efpecialty, which I beg him to take in good part ; 
namely, that if I had received it at the time in which 
the tender of it was made, it would have been liable to 
conftructions, even in his breaft, fo repugnant to the dif- 
interefted friendship which I profefs, and bear towards 
kim, that no conftderation of perfonal profit could have 
induced me to accept it at fuch hazard. Jf he fhould 
renew the offer to you, you will inform him that my 
objection remains the fame, and is infuperable, but that 
if he will be pleafed to transfer it to the Company, foe 
the relief of their prefent and known diftreues, I will 
accept of it on their behalf, with a thankfulncfs equal 
to that which I fhould have felt and exprefted for the 
gift, had it been made to myfelf ; the wants of the Com- 
pany being at this time pf equal concern to me as my 
own. Let him undeiftand this fubject rightly, and he 
will fee in my refufal, thus qualified, the moft convin- 
cing proof of my friendfhip for him, and regard for his 
intereft. 

$thly. It is very much my defjre to imprefs the Nabob 
with a thorough confidence in the faith and juftice of 
our government, that is to fay, in my own, while I am 
at the head of it : I cannot be anfwerable for the a£ts of 
others, independent of me. I hope it will not be diffi- 
cult to convince him of this truth ; for I have certainly 
afforded proofs of it, nor has the reverfe been ever per- 
f on ally imputed to me. It is my deflre to affift him in 
regulating his ad mini fixation, becaufe the fuccefs of my' 
own is nearly connected with it ; but is much more liable 
to. fuffer by its defects or misfortunes,— -The inverfion of 
this obfervation will not apply to the effects of our mif- 
. fortunes on his affairs, except in the moft defperate ex- 
tremes. — Though we have been involved in wars with all 
the Hates around us, bis dominions have enjoyed a Hate 
of tranquillity undifiurbed by foreign enemies, becaufe 
we have ftood between him and thofe who might have 
been his enemies. But were we to withdraw that inter- 
pofition, be would foon experience a dreadful reverfe.- — 
I know not how you will convince him of this by words, 
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nor do 1 wifli to put it to the proof; but you may aflurtf 
him, that we will never interfere in his affairs beyond 
,his own defiie, nor make any. claim upon him, but for 
what may remain of his debt to the Company, the pay- 
ment of his fubfidy, and of the future charges, incurred 
by other detachments employed at his requifition and for 
his defence- Much delicacy and caution will be required' 
in your declarations on this fubject, left they fhould be 
eon ft rued to extend to an immediate change in the ad- 
miniftration of his affairs, or to the inftruments of it. 
Their perfons muft be confldered as facred, while they 
act with the participation of our influence. This 6i{- 
tinftion the Nabob understands, nor will it be either ne- 
celfary or proper to allude to it, unlefs he himfelf fhould 
firft introdue the fubjecV 

6th)y. Give the minifler privately afturances of the 
prefent fupport and future protection of our govern- 
ment. 

Let your ftay with the Nabob Vizier be fhorr, and be 
careful to prevent its attesting the influence of the Rcfi- 
dent. 

For your complete information upon the fubject of 
thefe inftructions, I fhall furnifh you with copies of the 
agreement made by me with the Nabob Vizier in Aa- 
guft hit, and of my inftru&ions to the Resident refpedU 
ing it. 

I fhall alfo'give you letters of » introduction both to the. 
Nabob Vizier, and to the mlnillers. 

The following are given you as the heads of fubjecta 
recommended to your enquiry, but too variable for fpecj* 
fie inftrudtions : 

Goorookpoor and jjjareich. 

Tagheers. 

Fyzoola Cawn. 

Furrackabad. 

The King. 

You will comirfiinicate thefe inftruclions, and my fen* 
timents on every other fubject. of your miffion, to Major 
Davy, who attends you as your aiKftant, and in cafe that 
fickucfs or any other accident fhould prevent your pro* 
ceeding to Lucknow, you will transfer them to his charge 
for execution. 

I am, &c. &c. 
(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS^ 
A true Copy. 
E. Hay, 
Acling Sec. to the Secret Department, 

■Mb. ■ 
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Mb. Hastings's Proposal to Visit Lire know, 
1784. 

* Mr. Ha/lings' Minuts. 

Governor General. 20th January 1784. 

.IT is with reluftance that I bring before'the Board a 
fubject of the greateft importance, at a period not ofteh- 
fibly requiring it ; but the neceffity of it has been long 
fince forefeen, and not unnoticed in the verbal commu- 
nications which I have had occafion to make to the mem* 
bers of the Board. 

On the 28th of laft month, while the late arrangement 
of the concerns of this government in the province of 
Owd was under difcuflion, I received a letter from my 
fecretary, Major Palmer, at Lucknow, containing a very 
alarming representation of the difordered ftate of that 
country, and urging the neccfllty of my repairing to 
Lucknow for the purpofe of giving my perfonal and 
early alfiftance to the Nabob Vizier for their retrieval. 

From other letters, which have been fince received from ' 
Lucknow upon the fame fubjefi, I understand that this 
was the«xprefled wifh of the Nabob Vizier, his minifter, 
and all the principal perfons of his family and court ; and 
I have great reafon to believe, that as foon.as the Nabob 
(hall have received the notification lately tranfmitted to 
him of the laft refolutions of the Board, he will declare 
the fame wifh in terms, and connect it with his accept-. 
price of the engagement prefcribed to him. 

It is neither confident with my .intereft or eafe to refign 
the ordinary tranfactions of my {ration, and by accept- 
ing the detail of a tingle and inferior department, engage 
in a fcene of difficulties, fome of which derive their ori- 
gin from natural caufes, and may be in furmoun table by 
human exertions; nor am I very anxious to hazard my 
reputation on the fuccefs of fo doubtful a fervice ; yet as 
the Board has been pleafed to commit the affairs of that 
province in an efpecial manner to my charge, and have 
given me the moft potttive aJTurances of their fupport, to 
enable me to acquit myfelf of fo weighty a rcfponlibility, 
I conceive this to be a cafe which will not allow of my 
attending to any perfonal fuggeftion. My fervices arc 
at all times, and in all cafes, primarily due to the moft 
important and moft urgent calls of this government. To 
the importance and urgency of the prefent exigency are 
added the obligation of a fpeciaj truft and engagement, 
and the pledge of the moft powerful aid for my encou- 
fa^emfnt. 

I there- 
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I therefore make this early tender of my fervices to 
proceed to Luck now, whenever I {halt receive an invita- 
tion from the Nabob Vizier to that effeft, for the purpofe 
of regulating the Company's mtereits in that province, 
and affording the Nabob Vizier the like afliftance for the 
regulation of his. % 

My reafons for thus anticipating the call which I have 
fuppofed are many. 

I have already premifed, which I now repeat in more 
forcible terms, that I am morally allured of receiving 
fucb a call from the Nabob Vizier; and I make no 
fcruple of affirming, that I can implicitly rely on the de- 
ference which fie has ever fhewn to my advice, and on 
1m$ confidence in my juftice and good faith, for the moft 
witling co-operation on his part in the rneafures which I 
fhall recommend for his iVivicc, and as prompt and ready 
a fubmiffion to the rights which I may exclusively afiert 
on the behalf of the Company. 

The accumulating diftrefles of that country require 
preventive no lefs than remedial applications. The ad- 
ministration of- his government requires the vigorous 
exertion of the powers of our own to reftore and confirm 
the authority which has been loofened from it. His re- 
venue requires the fu peri n tendency of officers acknow- 
ledging their dependence on their constitutional mailer, 
and poflefted of credit and characters equal to the refpon- 
fibility. The balance of the Company's debt, and its 
progreffive growth, depend for their payment on 'the fame 
provisions ; and the liquidation of our own current and 
bonded debts, together with the credit of our treafury, 
equally depend on the early liquidation of that which is 
due to the Company from the province of Owd. The 
dearth which has already fhewn itfelf in fomc fevere ef- 
fects, will require the fame co-operative aid to remedy fo 
much of this calamity as may proceed from artificial, 
grounded on natural caufes. 

The Sics, who have been for Come time forming in 
large bodies, and have avowed their defign on the domi- 
nions of the Nabob Vizier, require early preparations to 
meet and repel them j and I have caufe to believe that 
the prefehce of the executive member of this government, 
fuppofed to polTefs the command of all its powers and 
resources, would contribute much to difcourage the at- 
tempt, and fuperfede the neceflity of more fuhftantial 
operations. Such are the objects of the propofed meafure, 
and the neceflity of its early execution is involved in the 
terms of each, nor is it poffible to ftate them in others 
which fhall exclude it. But to thefe I muft add other 
confiderations t derived from my own fituation ;— <firft, a 

refpect 
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refpect due to the constitutional rights of the individual 
members of the Board, and fomething due to my own 
credit, which impel me to bring the qucftion before the 
Board, while every member of it now prefent may have 
an opportunity of giving his opinion upon it, and there- 
by alfo to guard myfelf againft the imputation of feeking 
the advantage of carrying it by my own calling vote. 
Secondly, the defire which I have to poflefs the official 
affiftance of Mr. David Anderfon, whofe weak ftatc of 
health, derived. from a late dangerous illnefs, has induced 
him to refolve on a voyage to Europe, for his recovery : 
on intimating to him the poflibility of my being called 
upon this fervice, and the indifpenfable call which I 
fhould in this cafe have for his, he chearfully agreed to 
yield it to me, and to fufpend the engagement of his paf- 
iage until the lateft period requiring it, that he might be 
at liberty, to attend me. 

I mould be forry to feem to depreciate the merit of 
others by an exclufive preference inewn to onej for I 
know many of the Company's fervants, who are equal to 
any trufts that may repofed in them ; many, who in ta- 
. lents and integrity are entitled to receive the moft public 
teitimony of my e ileum and approbation ; but I have been 
long in official habits with Mr. Anderfon s I know him; 
his difpofition and manner of thinking agree with my 
own ; and, in the peculiar line in which I mould wifh to 
employ him, there is not another on whom I could fo 
confidently rely. I do not think it reafonable to keep 
him longer in fufpence, and on that coniideration alone, 
were there no other, I would entreat the Board to bring 
this point to an intrant decifion. 

I repeat, that I do not folicit the fervice which I have 
offered to undertake, but limply offer it, with the moft 
firm determination to hazard every mtereft that is dear to 
me in the profecution of it, if it null be the option or " the 
Board to affign it to me ; and I (hall expeft, in that event, 
to be inverted with the full powers of my office, that is 
to fay, fuch as I have had especially committed to me on 
fimilar occafions. 

If the Board wall not chufe to accept of my offer, I 
fhall reft contented with the complete difebarge of my 
duty in having both made it, and ufed my endeavours to 
lender it effectual. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
A true copy. 
E. Hay, 

Secretary, 

Minutes 



ft74 Paptn rtktive U Chargis IV. and XVfc 

Minutes of Mr, Stables and Mr. Whtkr. 

The following minutes were received on. the 23d ult, 
from Mr. Whelet and Mr. Stables, and communicated to 
the Governor-general. 

Mr. Stables. , 21ft January 1784. 

I am forry that I cannot accept of the Governor-gene- 
ral's offer to proceed to Lucknow. In my opinion the 
executive member of government ought to remain at the 
prefidency, and mod particularly at this time, when we 
are in daily" expectation of receiving the news of new ar- 
rangements from home. 

A true copy. 
E. Hay, 

Secretary. 

Mr. Wheler. 4ift January J784. 

In giving my opinion on the very important queftioA 
brought forward in the Governor-general's minute of 
yefterday, it is neceflary for me, to make a reference to 
what paued before upon the fubject. 

On the 31ft December 17831 the Board refolved to 
withdraw the rdidency from Lucknow, and to confirm 
the Governor-general s acceptance of the refponfibility 
and charge of affairs there, as explained in the minute 
agreed to and delivered in by Mr. Macpherfon, Mr. Sta- 
bles, and myfetf, on the fame day. 

Previous to the refolution the Governor-general repre- 
fented the neceffity which he conceived there was for his ' 
repairing to Lucknow, for the purpofe of accomplishing , 
tbofe plans which alone could place the Company's con- 
cerns in the Nabob's country in a more prosperous ftate. 
Againft the acceptance of this many difficulties occurred, 
and in confequence it was, after much deliberation, mu- 
tually and unanimously agreed to decline the acceptance 
of the Governor- general's -tender of his perfonal fervices 
in the Nabob Vizier's country, and this part of the pro- 
t pofal ended in converfation, without being entered on our 
recorded debates ; however, in candour I muft acknow- 
ledge, that no claim was preferred on the one hand to 
bring forward this queftion at a future day, nor on the 
Other was any attempt 'made to preclude it, fliould the 
meafure hereafter appear more ftrorigly neceflary. -> 

But I flattered myfelf that in fo fhort an interval as be- 
tween the 31ft December and 20th January, no motives 
more preffing, or reafons more urgent than thofe which 
had already been brought in argument, -would have oc- 
curred to prompt the Governor- general to the revival of 
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of a queftion of fuch magnitude as that of his departure 
from the prefidency, at a time when his fervices here arc 
foeflentially required, and I confidered myfelf the more 
warranted in this hope, becaufe no advices can have ar- 
rived from Lucknow fince the Nabob Vizier received the 
notification of the refolution of the Board to accept the 
offer made by himfelf and his minifrer of giving the fe- ' 
curiry of bankers of known credit and refponfibility for 
the payment of the balance due to the Company, and of 
the current demands of the year. It was true, the Go- 
vernor-general's vifit to Lucknow is faid to be the ex- 
preiTed with of the Nabob' Vizier, his minifter, and all 
the principal perfons of his family and court, and that 
the fame will probably be declared in terms, and be con- 
nected with the engagement prefcribed to him; if fuch 
be the Nabob Vizier's intention, a very fhort period of 
time will be Sufficient to enable the Board to receive his 
requisition in form. 

Great merit is certainly due to the Governor-general 
for his zealous tender of his fervices on this occafion, 
which, be fays, are at all times and in all cafes primarily 
due to the moft important and moft urgent calls of this 
government ; but in the prefent terms and circ urn (lances 
of the queftion, I muft beg leave to decline anticipating 
the neceility which may arife of accepting them in the 
way they are offered : for I think the prefence of the 
Governor-general at our Board fhould never be difpenfed 
with but on the moft preffing and molt important occa- 
fions } and ! repeat, that I deem it at this particular junc- 
ture eflentially requifite. 

But mould the Nabob Vizier, in his letters to this 
government, prefs the aififtance of the Governor-general's 
abilities in forming new arrangements for the internal 
government of his country, and the aid of his perfonal 
and official influence to carry them into execution, and 
fhould ftate it as a meafure absolutely neceflary to be a- 
dopted for the regulation of his finances, and the fpeedy 
liquidation of his debt to the Company, connecting it alto 
with his acceptance of the engagement prefcribed to him ; 
and if the Governor-general (hall be of opinion that his 
fervices can be more effectual, and generally beneficial to 
the interefts of the Company, by their being employed 
in that country, than ip the arduous and important duties 
annexed to his (ration here, 1 fhall not fhrink from the 
additional weight of labour and refponfibility which -will 
in that cafe devolve on me, but fhall think myfelf acting 
up to the fpirit of the minute delivered in by Mr. Mac- 
pherfon, Mr. Stables, and myfelf, in giving' the Gover- 
nor- & ener;-l this opportunity of acquitting himfelf of the 

refpon- 
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refponfibility he is thereby charged with in the affairs of 
the Nabob of Oude. This opinion I hope and truft will 
meet with the concurrence of the other members of the 
Board ; and I venture to exprefs a confidence in the hearty 
co-operation with me, during the Govern or- general's ab- 
fence, in difcharging the important duties which belong 
'to our government. 

A true copy. 

£. Hay, 

Secretary. 

Extrail of the Secret Letter from Bengal, dated the "jth Fe- 
bruary 1784. 

Par. 21. Your honourable Court has already been 
made acquainted with the refolution which we thought it 
neceflary to pafs on the 31ft of December, for withdraw- 
ing the refidency from Lucknow, and accepting the offer 
made by his Excellency the Vizier and his minifter, of the 
fecurity of bankers of known credit and refponfibility for 
the payment of the balance due from his Excellency to the 
Company, and other current expences, the Govern or- ge- 
neral being fpecially refponfible for the propriety of the 
meafure. Mr. Wombwell, our Accountant at Lucknow, 
having been directed to receive fuch fecurity from the Vizier, 
has lately transmitted to us a copy of the engagement en- 
tered into by two bankers, named Lela Butchrauge, and 
Faquir Chund ; in which they make themfelves anfwera- 
ble for the fum of Lucknow Sicca rupees 1,03,84,420, 
being the balance due from his Excellency to the Com- 
pany at the end of the laft Fuffilee year, as well as for 
t!ie fubfidyand other current demands of the prefent year, 
a«cording to a fiatement adjuiled by Mr. Briftow. Part 
is to be paid in the courfe of the prefent year nqi, arid 
the remainder in the courfe of the next year 1192 FufTu- 
lee. . A copy of the engagement attends you, a number in 
the packet. 

22. The Governor-general having laid before uscopies 
of a correfpondence which paffed between Mr. Wombwell 
and Mr. Briftow, by which it appears, that Mr. Briftow 
has hefitated to obey the order which directed his return 
to the prefidency, in confequence of fome doubts ex- 
preffed to be primarily founded on the terms of that order, 
which he exprefles to be " loofe and indefinite," we have 
fent our peremptory commands to Mr, Briftow to leave 
Lucknow, and repair to the prefidency immediately, di- 
recting, in like manner, the afliftants of his office to do 
the fame. 

23. We 
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13. We have the honour to tranfmit to you a number 
in this difpatch, copy of a minute delivered by the Go* 
verxior-general, on the 20th of laft month ; in which the 
Governor informs us of a letter he had received from his 
fecretary, Major Palmer, at Luc know, containing a very 
alarming re prefer tat ion of the difordered ftate of the Vi- 
zier's dominions, and urging the neceffity of his repair- 
ing to Lucknow for the purpofe of giving his perfonat 
and early affiflance to the Nabob Vizier for their retrieval : 
and that from other letters received from Lucknow upon 
the fame fubject, the Govern or- general understands that 
this was the expreffed wifh of the Nabob Vizier, his 
rniuiftcr, and all the principal perfons of his family and 
court ; having alfo great reafon to believe, that as foon 
as the Nabob fhould have received the notification lately 
transmitted to him, of the laft: refolutions of the Board, 
he would decline the fame with in terms, and connect, it 
with his acceptance of the engagement prefcribed to him. 
The Governor- general has therefore made us an early 
tender of his Services, to proceed to Lucknow whenever 
he ftiall receive an invitation from the Nabob Vizier t» 
that effect, for the purpofe of regulating'the Company's 
interests in that province, and affording the Nabob Vizier 
the like afiiftance for the regulation of his. 

24. For the other important rcafons which have in- 
duced the Governor-general to make this offer, we beg 
leave to refer you to his minute, which we deem well de- 
ferving your attention. The minutes of the other mem- 
bers of the Board now at the prefidency, on this Subject, 
are alfo enclofed numbers in this addrefsj and by theft 
you will obfervc, that the Govern or- general's tender of 
his fervices to repair to Lucknow, has been accepted on 
the following conditions ; viz. that the Nabob Vizier 
Shall, in his letters to this government, prefs the affi fi- 
ance of the Governor-general's abiliesin forming now 
arrangements for the internal management of his country, 
and the aid of his pcrfonal and official influence to carry 
them into execution, and irate it as a meafure abfolutely 
neceSfary to be adopted for the regulation of his finances, 
and the Speedy liquidation of his debt to the Company, 
connecting it alfo with the acceptance of the engagement 
prefcribed to him ; and that the Governor general fhall 
be of opinion, that his fervices can be more effectual, 
and generally beneficial to the interefts of the Company, 
by their being employed in that country, than in the ar- 
duous and important duties annexed to his Italian at the 
prefidency. 
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Extra ff of the Secret Letter from Bengal; dated 16th P t h- 
, ruary 1784. 

Par. 10. We had the honour to inform you in our laft 
advices, of a tender made on the 20th of laft month, fey 
the honourable the Governor- general, of his fervices to 
proceed to Lucknow whenever he fhould receive an ex- 
pected invitation from the Nabob Vizier-to that effect, for 
thepurpofe of regulating the Company's interefts in the 
province of Oude, and affording the Nabob Vi2jer the 
like afliftance for the regulation of his. Our refolution 
was alio communicated to you on the Governor- general's 
offer. — A ftrong letter from his Excellency, and bis mt- 
nifter Hydcr Beg Caw'n, has been lately received, and 
fubmitted to us by the Governor-general, who has re- 
newed the ofFer before made to us. — The Governor's mi- 
nutes on this fobjeft, and the papers accompanying them, 
are tranfmitted to you numbers in the packet, together 
with the minutes of the other members of the Board now 
here* to which we beg leave particularly to refer you, 
and by which it will appear, that we have veiled in the 
Governor-general the powers and authorities which he 
has defired, to enable him to effcel: the purpofes of his 
vifit to bis Excellency the Vizier's dominions. 

14th February 1784. 

Thi Governor-general having this inftant received 
letters from the Nabob Vizier, and his minuter Hydcr 
Beg tChaun, tran flat ions of which accompany this mi- 
nute; the Govern or- genera I, in compliance with the 
preffing invitations contained in tbefe letters, now re- 
news the tender of his fervices in acceptance thereof, in 
the terms and for the purpofes expreffed in his minute of 
the 20th January. 

The Governor-general alfo, relying on the Board's ac- 
quiefcence in the foregoing propofaT, fince in the event 
which has happened it has already been in faft agreed to, 
and wilhing to preclude all intermediate delay, fubmits 
to the Board, for their approval, drafts of his public 
credentials, and of orders to be hTued to the civil and 
military officers Rationed behind the province of Bahar. 

Not willing on fo fliort a notice to require the mem- 
bers of the Board to give themfeives the trouble of an 
immediate and formal meeting for the purpofe of dif- 
cuffing the bufinefs of the preceeding queftions, nor the 
occafion requiring it for the reafon already mentioned, 
the Governor- general has directed the fecretary to at- 
tend them with thefc papers, and requefts that they will 

be 
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be pleated to deliver their opinions thereon in circula- 
tion. 

A true Copy. 

E. Hay, 

Secretary. 

Received February i+th 1784. 

From the Vizier to the Honourable Governor General. 

Ufual Introduction. 

Your gracious letters, which you honoured me with 
from paternal kindnefs, have arrived. In what language 
can I exprefs the favours and obligations you have con- 
ferred upon me ? this country, my family, and myfelf, 
are all yours. Such obligations have bound me firmly in 
gratitude. I before refted entirely on your plea fu re, but 
am now with heart and life attached to it, and will in 
no meafure depart from it. From the favours conferred 
on me, yvur reputation will fpread throughout all Indof- 
tan, for to the inhabitants of this country you have given 
new life. 

My only deli re now is a meeting with yourfelf : front 
the fame motive as you have already fhewn me fo many 
favours, I entreat you will travel this way, and confer 
profperity on roy family and country, which are the fame 
as your own. Your prefence will be the caufe of en- 
creafe of my reputation, regulation to my affairs, and 
fettlement of the country, to the mutual advantage of 
our Sircars, as whatever plans you may adopt will re- 
main permanent, and be a. fource of credit during our 
lives. 

As I am now ardently employed in the direction of 
affairs, and the meafures for paying the Company's de- 
mands, I have no leifure, and am therefore excufable, 
otherwife I fiiould come to vilit you. In the manner you 
have already favoured me, confer the obligation of com- 
ing here to complete my happinsfs, as I am certain fuch 
regulations will proceed from it, as (hall not leave room 
for any one hereafter to find fault. I have performed the 
conditions fignifted by you through Major Palmer, for 
the fatisfaction of the Company, which will be known 
to you from his letters. 

Concludes as ufual. 
A true Copy of the Translation. 
E. Hay, 

Secretary. 

Vol. II. S Received 
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Received February 14th 1784.- 
From Hyder Beg Khan to the Honourable Governor General. 

Ufual Introduction. - 

How fhall I exprefs the obligations you have conferred 
upon his Highnefs and his fubjefts in general, fince hu- 
man language is too weak r your fame will from them be 
fpread throughout the world. His Highnefs is fo obliged 
and grateful for your favours, as cannot be expreffed ; 
frequently faying, you have purchafed him by generoftty. 
This will be fully known to you from the letters of Ma- 
jor Palmer. 

The only 1 defire of his Highnefs now is, that you will, 
by coming here, beftow profperity on his affairs. From 
your prefence will fpring liability to meafures, and be- 
nefit of both Sirkars ; as whatever you plan will remain 
firm for ever. I who am your fervant, lifted from the 
dull by your hand, have received new life from the fa- 
vours conferred upon his Highnefs, and regard paying my 
refpects to your Excellency as neceffary to my exiftence ; 
but at this time your prefence here is moft advifable. The 
favours you have {hewn can only be repaid by prayers for 
your profperity. What was defired for the fatisfadion of 
the Company has been performed, and fhall be obferved 
in future. Every point will be known to you from the 
letters of Major Palmer. 

Concludes as Ufual. 

A true Copy of the Translation. 
E. Hay. 

Secretary. 

Governor General's Credentials. 

Whereas it has been refolved in Council, on the 31ft 
December 1783, to withdraw the Refidency at Lucknow, 
and to inveft the Governor- general with a fpecial and fe. 
parate charge of the Company's affairs and interefts in 
the dominions of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, on cer- 
tain conditions therein expreffed, which have been fince 
fulfilled j and whereas the Board have agreed on the in- 
vitation of the Nabob Vizier, and on a tender made by 
the Governor-general of his fervices in the acceptance 
theteof, that the Governor-general fhall proceed to Luck- 
now, for the purpofe of afliiting the Nabob Vizier in the 
means Of difcharging his engagements to the Company, 
and the regulation of his government; it is hereby re- 
folved, That the Governor-general fhall be and is in- 
vefted with full power and authority to conceit and ad- 
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jxrft with the Nabob Vizier the means of difcharging his 
engagements to the Company, of reftoring and iec u ring 
the peace, fafety, and order of his government, and of 
promoting the improvement of his revenue, and to fup- 
port the Nabob Vizier with the authority of this govern- 
ment, in as full and ample manner as we can empower 
him by an aft of the parliament of Great Britain, or by 
any of the orders of the honourable the Court of Direc- 
tors, and to take all fuch meafures as he the Governor- 
general fliall think neceffary for the accomplishment of 
tfaefe ends : and for thefe purpofes it is hereby agreed and 
refolved, that the Governor- general (hall be and is in- 
verted with the full power and authority of this govern- 
ment {(o far as we can legally delegate the fame) over all 
the officers, civil and military, Rationed or redding within 
the dominions of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah, and the 
province of Benares j but reftrifted to the exercife thereof 
to the dominions of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah and the 
province of Benares aforefaid, and to the purpofes above 
recited. 

Given in Fort William, under the feal of the honour- 
able Company, and under the hands of the Governor- 
general and Council, this day of 

in the year of our Lord, one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty-four. 



A true Copy. 

E. Hay, 

Secretary. 



14th February 1784. 



The Governor General. 

To obviate any mifconftruftions of the confidence with 
which I have long fince mentioned my expectation, which 
is now arrived from the Nabob Vizier, I think it expe- 
dient to obferve, that, independently of my intimate 
knowledge of the Nabob's general wifli upon this fubjeCt, 
his particular defire of a vifit from me at this time, and 
for the purpofes of the aftual occafion, has been repeatedly 
fignified to me in many private letters from Lucknow, 
both from Major Palmer and others, long before 1 made 
the firft tender of my fervices in accepting the invita- 
tion. 

At the time that my letter, containing the notification 
of the refolution of the Board, palled on the 31ft of De- 
cember, arrived at Lucknow, the Nabob Vizier had quit- 
ted his capital, and was on an excurfion of plea Aire at a 
diftance of an hundred and ten miles from it. By a paper 
of intelligence, delivered to me by his Vakeel Rajah Go- 
vindraoi, and in the pofleffion of the feceretaxy, I am in- 
S 2 formed, 
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formed, that fuch was his impatience to return, that he 
performed the journey in feven parrs, or 21 hours, in a 
Palanquin, and arrived at Lucknow on the 2d inftant 
without attendants. 

For further proofs of the little ground which exiftcd 
for the u.fe of any indirect, means to influence the Nabob 
in foliciting my prefence and afliftance, I refer the Board 
to the accompanying letters, which I received the day 
before yefterday from Major Palmer and Mr. Wombwelf, 
neither intended moll affuredly Tor public record, not 
was it without hesitation that I was induced to infert that 
of Mr. Wombwelt. I could not deny myfelf the ad- 
vantage of fo ftrong a teftimony, both of the point in 
queftion, and of tbc utter want of * foundation for the af- 
fertioh fo often repeated by Mr. Briftow, that the Nabob 
was himfelf indifferent to the t ran factions which formed 
the multiplied' complaints againft the Refident, and that 
the whole were the fabrication of his minifter without the 
participation of his will or inclination. 

(Signed) W. HASTINGS. 

A true Copy. 

E. Hay, 

Secretary. 

Lettertfrem Major Palmer and Mr. Womhweli to the 

Governor General. 
(Copy.) 

Lucknow, ad February 1784. 
My dear Sir, 
The Vizier arrived here yefterday, after travelling a 
confiderable part of his journey by poft. Mr. Womb- 
well and I paid our refpecis to him this morning. After 
perufing your letters, prefented to him by that gentleman, 
he entered into difcourfe upon the different fubjects of 
them, and gave the ftrongeft and moft unequivocal proof 
how deeply he was penetrated with a fenfe of your good- 
nefs, and the important benefits which you have obtained! 
for him.— He earncftly wifhes to fee you, to make his 

?;rateful acknowledgments in perfon, to requeft your per- 
bnal affiftance in completing the generous work which 
you have begun, by eftablifhing the mutual interefts and . 
reputation of both governments upon the moft folid foun- 
dations. To-morrow he will tell you fo himfelf; and if 
his writing is fo cxpreflive and as forcible as his fpecch 
and action, you will be convinced that there is no cir- 
cumftance in life can give him greater happinefs than to 
fee you at his capital, and to- prove his gratitude by an 
implicit and chearful acquiefeence in whatever mcaiures 
you may recommend. 

lam 
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I am greatly concerned that the fine feafon for travel- 
ling will be nearly over before you can fet out. The ab- 
sence of the Vizier has caufed an unlucky delay. I 
thought your vifit a point of too much delicacy and im- 
portance to be fettled whilft he was at a diftancc, as it 
would have been impoffible for me to have known his 
real fenciments upon it; and I was determined to decline 
the invitation, if it fliould appear to be. made only as a 
compliment. 

I requeft, my dear Sir, that you will give me the in- 
formation of your departure, that nothing may be want- 
ing, either here or upon the road, for your accommoda- 
tion. The Vizier has not yet intimated to Mr. Briftow 
his permiffion to depart, being defirous to avoid every ap- 
pearance for his removal, and Mr. Briftow not having 
yet given in his accounts. 

I am, with the grcateft refpec>, 
My dear Sir, 
Your&noft devoted and affectionate 
bumble Servant, 

(Copy.) (Signed) W. PALMER. * 

Dear Sir, 
The Nabob arrived laft night; and this morning I 
had the honour of prefenting your letters to him. Major 
Palmer will acquaint you with the exprdfions of his gra- 
titude. You were his friend, the brother of bis father. 

They were not loft to me ; for he acknowledged his 
obligations in tears. 

Permit me to offer my congratulations to you on this 
happy event. 

With the mod' fincere refpeft, 
I am, dear Sir, 
Your very faithful and obedient fervant, 
(Signed) J. WOMBWELL. 

The ad February 1784, 
Lucknow. 

True Copies. 

E. Hay, - 

Secretary. 
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Mr. Hastings's Arrival ih Oude. 

READ the following letter from Mr. Briftow : 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that I this day re- 
ceived my audience of leave from his Highnefs the Nabob 
Vizier. 

To anticipate calamity is an invidious and irkfome 
talk; yet before I retire from the Court of Oude I am 
jtrongly called upon by duty, and perhaps not ill quali- 
fied by experience, to fuggeft to the honourable Board 
(he probable confequences oi my removal ; it is the laft 
important obligation of the truft repofed in me, and I 
- fhall acquit myfelf of it with fidelity. 

Much as 1 lament the unprofperous iffue of an en- 
terprise, which iri its fuccefs i-vould have been fo ho- 
nourable to me, my fenfibility of it is unmixed with any 
painful confeioufnefs. I have done my duty; and your 
applaufe, gentlemen, as it is the bed teftimony, is alfo 
the beft reward of my laborious endeavours in the public 
Jcrvice. 

Appointed to the arduous work of reformation, I found 
in Hyder Beg Cawn an antagonift of irrefiftiblc ftrength, 
over whom it was impoffible I fliould fingly prevail ; 
who in the extenfive influence derived from his wealth, 
in the univerfal terror infpired by his authority, in the 
flavilh fubferviency and more than puerile weaknefs of 
the prince his mailer, pollened a power of refinance which 
1 long fince forefaw, and long fince foretold, would ren- 
der equally vain the continued exercife of all my firm- 
nefs, and every exertion of my uoderftanding. 

To. reflore the foyereign to his dignity, to curb the 
ambition of his minifter, to correct the diforders and 
abufes of his government, were the falutary and important 
objects of my defignatton at the court of Oude. Their 
accomplilhment. would have cftabli.Ihed the Englilh in- 
fluence over thefe once rich and flourifhmg provinces on 
a balls of more {lability than any we had yet owned, and 
intereft in the hearts of the people, acquired and con- 
firmed through the bleffings they derived from us. 

The triumphant opposition t of Hyder Beg Cawn has 
defeated a purpofe fo' full of wifdom and humanity, but 
the attempt, I am well allured, has left an indeliable im- 
prefiion of fear and hatred upon his mind. Delivered 
at bit from the hateful prefence of your reprefentative, 
and inverted with the virtual fovereignty of the Vizier's, 
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dominions, all the activity, all the malevolence of his 
heart and understanding, will be called forth and exert- 
ed, to- confirm his independence, and to gratify his re- 
venge. 

In the uniform experience of years, in the confiftent 
iniquity and mifmanagement of the minister, we find an 
elaborate instruction directing us with unerring certainty 
to the future fate of Oude, and our friends. 

It is moil foreign from my intention to arraign the 
wifdom, or to dispute the decrees of government} but I 
obey the dictates of truth and duty in declaring, that I 
cannot imagine a conjuncture of more imminent and ap- 
parent danger to the intereft of my employers, or to the 
honour of my country ; the firft I coniider as infeparably 
connected with the profperity of Oude; the Jaft will re- 
ceive a mortal wound, Should thofe be abandoned by us, 
who in their fervices and attachment have a i acred claim 
to our protection. From the exercife of defpotic autho- 
rity by fuch a character as tbe minister, what indeed is 
to be hoped but the moft heinous abufe of it f From a 
reliance on the clemency of Hyder Beg Cawn, what mil- 
der doom, than death or confiscation r fufferrne, gentle- 
men, in the affirmance of the melancholy propriety of 
thefe reflections, to refer to your own opinions, to your 
own exprefiive language. I transcribe them from the in- 
structions I received through the honourable the Gover- 
nor-general, Shortly after my appointment; delineating 
the former conduct of the minifter with a truth and de- 
cision that will not be disputed, they furnifh the moft 
undeniable evidence of tbe peril of confiding in him, and 
render an appeal equally fuperfluous and impertinent : I 
fttall therefore pafs in (Hence over a thoufand Superadded 
examples, all Strongly characteristic of the principles and 
policy of Hyder Beg Cawn, which have occurred during 
the interval that has Since clapfed, and which, liKe thofe 
I am now about to lay before you, conftitute a perpetual 
recoid of his contempt for your authority, of his info- 
lence, ambition, and rapacity. - 

" Immediately on your arrival, found the difpofition 
of Hyder Beg Cawn ; his conduct* has for fome time paSt 
been highly reproachable. Till within thefe three months, 
when Mr. Johnfon aflumed a large portion of his autho- 
rity, he pollened, without controul, both the unpartici- 
pared and entire administration, with all the powers an- 
nexed to that government; the Nabob himfelf being, as 
he ever muft be in the hands of fome perfon, a mere cv- 
pher in his, and the Sanction by which he cxercifed his 
authority; yet he has dared both to ufe the Nabob's 
name, and eve,n his feal, affixed to letters, either dictated 
S 4 tj 
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to the Nabob, or written. from him without his know- 
ledge, containing very improper demands on our govern- 
ment, and fuch as evidently tended to promote Hyder- 
Beg's influence and intereft, and even to make him affume 
a very unbecoming tone of rcfufal, reproach, and rcfenO 
naent, in oppoikion to meafures recommended by me, 
and even to a&S done by my authority, in literal confor- 
mity to the Nabob's own and carneft Solicitations;- fuch 
as the resumption of the Jagbircs, and the Seizure of his 
father's treafures, which had been fo long Suffered to re- 
main in the hands of the Begum his mother, and the 
other conditions of the engagement exacted from me at 
Chunar. On every occafion of this kind the late Resi- 
dent has been the faithful echo and fupport of the minif- 
ter's pratenfions. I muft therefore have recourfe to you, 
for the introduction of a new fyftem in that government," 
— Again, " It may be advifeable to try him (the miniftcr) 
by the mode of conciliation in your firft .conversation, 
with him ; at the fame time that it will be neceflary to 
declare to him, in the plaineft terms, the footing and 
conditions on which he Shall be permitted to retain his 
place, with the alternative of difmiffion, and a Scrutiny 
into his pait conduct, if he refutes it. In the firft place,, 
I will not receive from the Nabob* as his, letters dictat- 
ed by the Spirit of opposition, but {hall confidex every 
Such attempt as the minister's, and as an inSult on our 
government. In the Second place, I {ball expect that 
nothing is done in bis official character, but with your 
knowledge and participation."— Again, Speaking of A\- 
rnaSs Ally Cawn, " It is very extraordinary, that his de- 
fection, his retreat to the frontier, the Subsequent nego- 
ciations which palfed between him and the Nabob, the 
engagements concluded between them, which referable 
more a treaty between equal States, than a tranfa&ion be- 
tween a Sovereign and his vafTa], have all palled without 
the lead communication or repott of them made to me 
by the Resident, or his aftiftant, or the minifter ; and in 
a letter which 1 have lately received from the Nabob, the, 
minifter has had the preemption to make the Nabob de- 
clare the whole to be falfe, and without foundation ; and 
to affirm that every part of his dominions enjoys the molt 
perfect peace and tranquillity. Upon this Subject the 
behaviour of the minifter is fo reprehenSible, that I think 
it incumbent upon me to let him know my Sentiments of 
it. It will at leaft Ihcw him how thin the veil is by 
which he covers his own acts> and that Such artifices 
will only tend to make them the more criminal* from the 
falfehood and duplicity with which they ate afTociated. 
As for Al.mafs Ally Cawn himfelf, the policy which has 
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been observed towards him has been fcandaloirfly deroga- 
tory from the Nabob's dignity and inteiefts, and hurtful 
to the reprefentation of our government, fo far as it is 
connected, or the world will think it connected, with it." 
— Laftly, " The Nabob has repeatedly and bitterly com- 
plained of the indignity which he fuffers in his authority, 
by the ufurpation of the Company's Redden t j and as re- 
peatedly demanded, that whenever the Company's balance 
thai) be completely difcharged he may be freed from this 
vexation ; that he may be permitted to pay the fubfidy in 
ready money ; and that the alignments which have been , 
granted to Utisfy that demand may be reftored to him. I 
confefs that I did myfelf give encouragement to this pro- 
portion, knowing at the fame time the quarter from 
whence it came, I mean from Hyder Beg Cawn ; and, 
willing to exonerate this government from the trouble and 
rcfponubility, and the Company from the difgrace of 
Whatever might attend the administration of the Nabob's 
government, I thought too that it presented a furcprofpecl 
of the regular payment of the current demands, by the 
penalty which would attend the failure, in the resumption 
of the foVmer fyftem of alignments, and in the perfonal 
claims which it would bring cm the miniuen But his 
mifconduct has fince manifested itfelf in fomany parti- 
cular initanccs, befides the univerfal diforder of the coun- 
try, and this is fo alarming in its effects to our govern- ' 
merit, that \ (hall heutate, - until I have the fureft and 
nioft Satisfactory grounds to recommend an acquiefcence 
in fuch a meafure. At prefent, the plea on which it is 
grounded is probably yet at feme distance ; for wliilft I f 
am writing thefe inftrucYions, frefh circunutances occur 
to my knowledge, which make me much fufpect the real 
payment of the fums brought to the Nabob's credit for 
the laft year's balance. It may not, however, be amifs to 
talk with the minifter on this fubjeit, to let him know 
that it is well understood to be a demand for fubftituting 
his authority in the place of the Company's, and to in- 
vert him with' the fovereignty of the Nabob's dominions ; 
to alk him, whether he Ihall in fuch cafe expect the Com- 
pany's protection r and if he does, by what claim of 
right I and whether, in the event of his involving our 
government in a new fcene of hoftilities by thofe which 
his mal-adminiftration may produce, whether internally 
or by invafion in that country, he lhall think himfelf in 
juftice exempt from the perfonal vengeance which we may 
be difpofed to exact from him ? At all events, the propo- 
rtion mult be difcouraged till a fafer feafon for its ac- 
ceptance j 
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ceptance ; but (he abfolute rejection of it eluded with the 
Nabob, if he (hall himfelf renew it." 

t I have the honour, he. ■ . 

Lucknow, (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW. 

8tbFebry. 1784. 

To the Honourable Court ofDireclort of the Honourable United 
Baft India Company. 

Lucknow, 30th April 1784. 
Honourable Sirs, 

I have judged it incumbent on me to make trial of 
every practicable chance of conveying to you the earlielt 
intelligence ef my arrival at the place from which this 
letter is dated, and of the firft effects produced by the 
accommodation which took place by the refolution of the 
Governor- general and council, palled on the 31ft of De- 
cember laft, and already notified to you by the fucccffivc 
difpatches of your fliips. I (hall begin the thread of my 
report from that date. I . foon after found that the ftate 
of th it country was fo difordered in its revenue and ad- 
ministration, and the credit and influence of ttte Nabob 
■ himfelf Co much fhaketi by the effects of the late ufur- 
pation of his authority, and the conteft which attended 
it, as to require the acceflion of an extraneous aid to re- 
ftore the powers and conftitution of his government ; and 
I was ftrongly and repeatedly urged to repair hither in 
perfon for that purpofe. 

Thefe inftances, though declared to be conformable to 
the withes of the Nabob Vizier, his family and minifters, 
having been privately conveyed to me, I rep re fen ted them 
as fuch to the Board on the aoth of January ; and offered 
my fervices to go to Lucknow whenever the Nabob Vizier 
fliould require it, which. I knew, from undoubted autho- 
rity, he would, with his anfwer to the notification for- 
mally made to him of the refolution of the. 31ft of De- 
cember. 

My reafons for thus anticipating the occafion were 
manv — the diffracted ftate of the affairs, which every fuf. 
penlton of a day would aggravate ; the feafon of the col- 
lections requiring the application of early exertions for 
their fecurity ; and my own infirm ftate of health, which 
was not equal to fuftain fo long a journey, if protracted 
to the commencement of the hot winds. 

My offer was accepted, by a conditional declaration on 
the part of Mr. Whe|er, and I made inftant preparations 
for the journey. 

On the J 4th of February the Nabob's invitation arrived. 

I repeated my propofal; the fame authority decided its 

acceptance ^ 
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acceptance ; and on the 17th I took my leave of the Board, 
and departed from Calcutta with a fevere indifpofition, 
which had feized roe fame time preceding, then hanging 
on me. Happily the change of air effected my fpeedy 
cure ; and on the 27th ultimo I arrived at this place, in 
a Hate of health fo confirmed, as to promife an unremit- 
ted attention to the very important objects of my com- 
mimon. 

On my way, I had the alarming perfpective of a foil 
fo compleatly exhaufted of its natural moilture by the fai- 
lure of one entire feafon of the periodical rains, that ex- 
cept the fields of grain that had been kept in vegetation 
by the uncommon labour of the huibandman, and were 
fit 1 1 cloatbed with a luxuriant produce, or that retained 
the ftubble of the recent harveu, the plains exhibited an 
appearance of barrennefs fo dreary, that even the roots of 
its former herbage no longer exifted, and the deep ravines 
and beds of rivers, which I palled, threw up clouds of 
duft from their channels. Thefc are not circum fiances' 
of trivial obfervation, nor are they confined to the lands 
of thefe provinces. Every region of Hindoftan has felt 
the fame angry vifitation, and another, year of equal 
drought (which is not to be expected in the courfe of na- 
tural events) would put it out of the reach of human 
wifdom to prevent or retrieve the dreadful calamity which 
mull: attend it. 

Yet fuch is my reliance on the gratitude and unbounded' 
confidence of the Nabob and his miniftars, that 1 dare 
promife, even at this immature period, under every cir- 
cumftance but the dreadful one which I have above fup- 
pofed, and which I have ftatcd as improbable, a fiiccefs-' 
tul progrefs and termination of the meafurcs which I have 1 
begun, equal to any expectations which may have been 
formed of it, however fanguine, if I am not Counteracted, 
and my operations impeded, by orders which I may not 
refill, and am allowed to remain to the time deftined for 
their perfection' — nor fba.ll it be a common obflruction 
which fhall reftrain me j for I poffefs fuch inherent advan- 
tages a 1 , I truft, will prove fu peri or to every fpecies of op- 
pofition, but the laft extremity of it. Indeed, if fuch 
Springs as give the common movements to popular opinion 
could influence my proceedings, I have already experienced 
fuch in two inftances, one of which I believe to have had 
the fpecial fervicein which I am engaged for its object, and 
the other the general ruin of my authority. 

I allude, firft, to a report fabricated at Fort St. George, 
of the arrival of a fhip of war at Bombay, with the authen- 
tic intelligence of my difmiflion with dilgrace from my 
office, which I received at the infant that I. was letting 
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my foot on the Shore at Nuddeah, for the commencement 
of my journey; and Secondly, to a paper transmitted to 
me by a refpected authority from Calcutta, containing 
ftrifkures on my former deputation, Said to be a part of 
a report of the Select Committee of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, which unhappily apply to every purpofe of this, 
and which declare (with horror I repeat it) a right in- 
vetted in the Commander in Chief of the army to oppofe 
the power delegated by the government itfelf to its firft 
executive member, and to after t that right by an appeal 
to the army for its ultimate decifion upon it. The words 
of the report, if it be fuch, to which I allude, are thefe : 

" By thefe inttructions it appears, that the Governor- 
•* general was positively retrained from .the exercife of 
•* any military power whatfoever beyond the garrifon and 
" fortrefs of Fort William; fo that the delegation am) 
" exercife of all military power and authority, beyond 
** the limits fo defcribed, was a direct and pofitive dif- 
*' obedience of the orders of the Court of Directors, 

" Difobedience of orders on a point (o delicate arid 
u important as that of wrefting the military command 
" from the official military officer, who was inverted with 
" that authority by the orders of the Directors, might 
*' have been productive of confequences extremely pre- 
** judicial to the Service : if the Commander in Chief had 
«' aflerted the right invefted in himfelf, a contention for 
" executive power might have been the confequence ; 
** and the army, which in India is fo peculiarly confti- 
* c tuted as to require not only exact difcipline, but the 
..*' moft perfect Subordination, in order to enfure obedi- 
*' ence, null have ultimately decided where that obedience 
** was doe." 

I dan not examine 1 doctrine affirmed to be of (b /acred 
an authority j yet I may humbly fuggeft that it never was, 
nor never could have been intended to be applied to the 
actual commander in chief, whole command was originally 
constituted by the Governor-general and Council them- 
selves, and therefore could not be rendered Superior to, 
and independent of, the powers vetted in the Governor- 
general and Council by an act of parliament patted before 1 
its existence, nor included in any inftiuctions of thtt 
Court of Directors, alfo framed at a more ancient period; 
if even at a later ; and a frnfe of national duty fuperior' 
to every ' coniidenition of porfonal Safety, or the refe- 
rence which is due to high office, impels me to denounce, 
and to date the fall of the Britifh empire in India from 
the inftant that it Shall be decidedly declared or understood" 
that any commander in chief of the army, be his title or 
rank what it will, is, or may be, by any eonftructive- 
power* 
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power, iudependant of the government under which the 
wifdnm of parliament hath hitherto placed the army ferv- 
ing in thefe provinces, and every member of it, in an im- 
plicit and abfolute fiibjection to its authority. 

God forbid that any future Pizarros and Almagros 
ihould difgrace the annals of your dominion, or mark the 
traces of its decline with the blood of your fervants and 
foldiers— buttheconteft will probably be of (hort duration ; 
and happy will it be for the intcrefts of humanity, if i'ucn 
fliall be the iflue, though dreadful to our own, whatever 
period of time may clofe it ! 

Let me add, nor let my words be uttered In vain, that 
whenever the fatal blow mall be itruck, or from whatever 
hand it fliall proceed, its effect will be not a gradual de- 
cay, but an inftantaneous ruin ; for your exiftence hangs 
on the thread of opinion, which the touch of chance may 
break ; and even that fource, which ought to flow with 
the principles of its duration, will, if productive of the 
fame deleterious ftrrams which have been lately fcen to 
iflue from it, prove the caufe of its difiblution. 

I am not myfelf apprehenflve of any evil confequence 
of the partial and limited command which I pouefs over 
your army, in its tendency to provoke a competition ; for 
in the firft place, I will never put it to the iltue of a trial ; 
and in the fecond, were the Board to permit the Com- 
nfttndcr in Chief to come into this quarter, which is not 
likely, I confidently hope that before he could arrive, this 
province will have been fo regulated as not to requireany 
foreign aid for its internal protection, nor of courfe any 
exercife of the powers which I poflefs, and which he 
might deem himfelf warranted to refill. * 

I proceed to report the effects which have been pro- 
duced to this time from the late accommodation, and the 
objects to which i look' for the final iflue of it. 

Before my departure from Calcutta, 1 applied through 
a private channel to the acting minilter to advance an im- 
mediate fupply of money to your Pay mailer- general at 
Lucknow for the fubiiftence of the troops Rationed in 
thefe provinces, who were then many months in arrears, 
and fuffercd much additional d iff re fs from the fcarcity and 
dearnefs of grain. He inflantly raifed the fum of ten 
lacks of rupees, which proved a critical and effectual re- 
lief. Since my arrival he has made other payments to a 
confiderable amount. Thefe are particularized in the 
enclofed account*, No. i, in which I have included, for 
•• your 

* The atteuntt alluded to in th'tt and the next paragraph 
were, in the hurry of the Gsvirnor's dtpartu. efrem Lucknow^ 
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your early information, all the payments made in liqui- 
dation of the honourable Company's debt in the courfeof 
the prefent Fuflulee year, to which all accounts of the 
revenue are by, old cultom adjufted,' and Commences on 
the i Ith of September, to the prefent time. 

To this 1 have joined another account, No. 2, (rating 
the probable claims of the Company upon the Nabob Vi- 
»ier, from the beginning of the prefent to the end of the 
next Fuffulee year, or to the 10th September 1785. 

On both thefe accounts I (hall offer a few 'neceffary 
remarks.— Firft on No. 1. The ift fiim of 16 lacks of 
rupees, ftated as the account of Mr. Briftow's receipts, 
is taken from his own account in the poffeffion of Mr. 
Womb we) J, the Accornptant for this ftaiion, but differs 
materially from that which has been drawn by the Na- 
bob's officers ; and I referred it to the Board for adjuir- 
men t with Mr. Briftow, who alone can explain the dif- 
ference. 

The fecond article is the regular produce of the current 
revenue. — I was early careful to guard the minifter againft 
the ufe of violent meafures, to anticipate the period of 
collection for the purpofe of giving an often fib I e credit 
to the prefent fyfteirt, by fwelling the amount of the pay- 
ments made in confequence of it ; although the exigen- 
cies of your Hate induced me to prefs htm to contribute 
what he could for your relief, without adding to the dif- 
treffes of his own, for the country will not bear it. 

The 3d article was obtained by my own fuggeftion from 
Almafs Ally Cawn, who complied cheerfully and without 
befitation, considering it as. an evidence feafonably offered 
for the general refutation of the charges of perfidy and 
difloyalty, which have been fo laborioufly urged againft 
him, and carried at one time to an excefs which had nearly 
driven him to abandon the country for the preferVation of 
his life and honour, and thus to give a colour to the 
charges themfelves. 

It will fcarce merit your attention to be informed that 
I have inverted a part of this fupply in bills of exchange 
payable to the Govern or- general and Council in Calcutta, 
to the amount of 5 lacks of Calcutta Siccas, but as it is 
connected with an arrangement which may prove of future 
advantage to your intereils in the reduction of the Hoon- 
dyan, or exchange, from 16 per cent, to $i, at which it 
is my determination to £x it, 

mijlaid, and no espies of them are to it procured. It is hoped, 
however, that this accident will be excufed, as the Jiatementt 
here alluded to have been comprehended in accounts of lata 
date. 

I have 
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I have recommended to the Board to appropriate the 
whole of this article as a fund for the payment of the 
intereft of your bonds, which had fuffered fortieth ino- in 
its credit and current value from the fufpenfion of" the 
payment of intereft fome months before I left Calcutta. 

The laft article is the balance of the fum due from 
Fyze Oola Cawn, by a treaty made between him and the 
Nabob Vizier, through the agency of Major Palmer, on 
the 15th February 1783. Two lacks of this amount are 
now in regular conrfe of payment, the remaining three 
are not due by stipulation till the next feafon, called 
Khericf, which is a period included between the middle 
of September and the middle of February. Some days 
after my arrival, I intimated to his Vaclceel my wifh to 
have both payments immediately concluded j and his mailer 
gave immediate orders for it. 

To this inftance of refpect to your government he has 
added another, in the deputation of his fon to Lucknow, 
to confirm the afturance of his attachment to the Com- 
pany and Britifb nation/ 

What further fums may be realized in the conrfe of 
this year, of which the productive part is already paft, I 
cannot fay; but it is my hope that a confiderable part of 
the Nabob's debt will be liquidated, and the dif charge of 
the remaining enfued by the engagements of creditable 
bankers, fo that it may be wholly cleared within the 
courfe of the enfuing year. 

The account, No. 2, is an eft i mate formed on the ac- 
tual expence, but will be considerably reduced if my fu- 
ture profpeds and objects fhall be anfwerable to my pre- 
lent expectations : to them I proceed. 

lit, My firft wifh is to realize the amount of your 
demand en the Nabob of Owde, to the end of the next 
Fuflulee year, and to obtain ample fecuritics for it before 
1 depart from hence. 

1. My next care will, be to induce the Nabob's mi- 
nisters to appoint bodies of regular troops, for the fupport 
of his collections, and the internal defence of his country, 
This will preclude the neceflity of calling for the aid of 
our troops, and I hope may prove the means of releafing 
him from the extraordinary and undefined fubfidy, which 
he now pays for the great detachment employed under the 
command of Colonel Sir John dimming, in' Rohilcund, 
and the regiments which have been occasionally demanded 
and remain fcattered over other parts of his dominions, 
and of confining our defence, and the Nabob Viaier's 
payments, to the brigade Itationed at Cawnpore, and to 
the fubfidy fixed by the treaty for its expence. 

3*1/. 
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3<Hy. My laft and ultimate hope is, that when thefe 
objects are attained, your wifdom will put a final period 
to the ruinous and difrepu table fyftem of interference, 
whether avowed or feeret, in the affairs of the Nabob of 
Owde, and withdraw forever the influence by which it 
was maintained. 

This country has no inlets of trade by which it can 
fupply the iilucs which are made from it; for, excepting 
the factory at Tonda, which fubfifts by a contra ft making 
part of your inveftment, and the produce of opium and 
falt-petre, which is not conftderable, I do not know any 
other article of commerce from which it could derive any 
returns ; therefore every rupee which is drawn from its 
circulation into your treafury will accelerate the period at 
which its ability mult ceafe to pay even the ftipulated 
fubfuly. By the continuance of this fund, you maintain 
an acceffion of more than one half to the military efta- 
bJiQiment required for the defence of your dominion's, 
without any charge on your own income, and you oppofe 
a wide and powerful frontier to your eventual enemies. 

That force will continue to be an effectual fafeguard 
to the country, which will fuffer nothing by its mainte- 
nance, becaufe the fpecie thus applied will of eourfe flow 
back into its circulation -, and it is a tribute which it 
ought gladly to pay, for its whole wealth would not in 
any other way yield an adequate mode of protection. 
Few are the advocates of the national interests, and 
, their voice will be faintly heard amid the numerous and 
loud exclamations of private rapacity ; but I humbly af- 
iume to rank myfelf with the former, and to affure you 
that if you feek for a permanent and profitable fyftetn of 
connection with this country, you muft confine your 
claims upon it to the line which I have recommended ; 
if you tranfgrefs it you may extend the dtflribution of 
patronage, and add, by the fortune of individuals, to the 
nominal riches of Great Britain ; but your own intercft 
will fufFer by it, and the ruin of a great and once-ftouw 
rifhing nation will be recorded as the work of your ad- 
ministration, with an cverlafting reproach on the Britrfh 
name. 

To this reafoning I Ihall join the obligations of jtiftice 
and good faith, which cut off every pretext for your ex- 
ercifing any power or authority in this country, while the 
fbvereign of it fulfils the engagements which have been 
contracted with you. 

I have the honour to be, Sec. 

honourable Sirs, 

yours, &c. 
(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
Mr. 
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T» tbl Honourable Ceurt of Direfitrs af thi JtonourabU 
United Raft India Company. 



Mr. Hastings's Settlement of Oude in 1784. 

*/ Direfitrs of thi Jtonourabk 
I India Company. 

Benares, til October 1784. 
, Honourable Sirs, 

I HAVE the honour to fend you a duplicate of my 
laft addrefs, and a copy of a letter to the Council, dated 
the ?oth of September laft, containing the. report of my 
proceeding, and of the ftate of your claims on the Nabob 
Vizier to that period, being within three days of the dole 
of the KuiTelee year : this is fo full as to render any fur- 
ther information on that fubject unnecefTary. The Nabob 
Vizier is fo fenfible of the juft arid diiintercfted conduct 
-which I have obferved towards him, and poifdTes, if I 
may credit appearances amounting to the ftrongeft evidence 
of which fuch a conclusion is capable, fo entire a confi- 
dence in- my intentions refpefting his concerns with the 
Company, that I have on my part an equal reliance on 
his il'cady fupport of the arrangements which have been 
formed under my infpe£tion, both for the ad mini it rati on 
of his revenue, and the difcharge of his debt to the ho- 
nourable Company depending on it. He has given me 
the firmeft afTurances of this, and I have every reafon to 
expeel that the influence of the moft refpeetable pcrfons 
of his family will be employed to counteract every other 
which may tend to warp him from it. I am forry to fay, 
that fuch an affiftance was wanting! as the Nabob, tho* 
moft gentle in bis manners, and endowed with an under- 
ftanding much above the common level, has been unfor- 
tunately bred up to habits that draw bis attention too 
much from the care o( his own affairs, and often fubject 
hiru to the guidance of infidious and unworthy confidants. 
This is one jaotive of my intention of making a longer 
ftay at Benares than is neceflary for the fettleroeot of this 
Zemindary, which is already nearly, concluded, that I 
may he at hand to counteract any attempt to defeat the 
effect of my proceedings at Lucknow: but I believe that 
the precaution, though dictated by prudence, will prove 
unnecefTary. 

Mf only remaining fear is, that the members of the 
Council, feeing affairs through a different medium from 
that through which I view them, may be difpofed, if not 
to counteract the fyflem which I have formed, to with- 
hold from it their countenance and active fupport. While 
I myfelf remain, it will be Sufficient if they permit it 
to operate without interruption ; and I almoil hope that 

Vol. II. T in 

n.r-^GoOgle 



494 ' P°P ert rihaivt ta Cbargtt IV. end XVI. 

in the event of a new adminiftrarion of your affairs, wfiicEf 
lhall confine itfelf to the fame forbearance, and manifcft 
no fyrngtoms of intended interference, the objects of my 
arrangements will be effectually attained ; for I leave 
them in the charge of agents whofe interefts, ambition, 
and every profpect of life, are interwoven with their fuc- 
cefs, and the hand of Heaven has vifibly blefTed the foil 
with every elementary fonrce of progreffive vegetation. 
Eut if a different policy fhall be adopted ; if new agents 
are fent into the country, and armed with authority for 
the purpofes of vengeance and corruption, for to no other 
will they be applied j if new demand's are raifed on the 
Nabob Vizier, and accounts overcharged on one fide, 
v.'ith a wide latitude taken on the other, to fwell his debt 
beyond the means of payment ; if political dangers are 
portended, to ground on them tbe pleas for burthening 
his country with unrteceffary defences and enormous fub- 
fidies; Or if, even abstaining from direct encroachment 

'on the Nabob's rights, your government fllarl fhew but a 
degree of perfbnal kindnefs to the partizans of the late 
umrpation, or by any constructive indication of partiality 
and difaffedion furnifh grounds for the expectation of an 
approaching change of fyftem ;— I am forry to fay, that 
all my labours win prove abortive ; for the flighteft caufes 
will be fufKcient to deject minds fore with the remembrance 
of pari conflicts, and to elevate thofe whole only depend - 
ance is placed in the renewal of the confution which I 
have laboured with fuch zeal to eradicate, and will Of 
courfe debilitate the authority which tan alone enfure fu- 
ture fuccefs, I ahnoft fear that this denunciation of ef- 
fects, from caufes fo incompetent as they will appear to 
thofe who have not had the experience which I hare had 
of the quick fenfibility which influences the habits of 
men placed in a ftate of polity fo loofe, and fubject to- 
the continual variations of capricious and defpotic autho- 
rity, will be deemed overcharged, or perhaps void' of 
foundation; nor, if they fhould come to pais, will it be 
eafy to trace them with any pofitive evidence to their con- 
nection ; yet it is my duty to apprize you of what I ap- 
prehend, on the grounds which I deem of abfolutc cer- ~ 
tainty, may come to pafs, and I rely on your candour for 
a /air interpretation of my intention. 

It is not quite foreign from this doctrine, as it Will be 
highly acceptable to your honourable Court to be in- 
formed, that during my reiidence (and I may take the 
date further back, to the- expectation of it at Lucknow) 
the molt perfect tranquillity prevailed, and itfiill fubiifts 

-in every part of (he dominions of the Nabob Vizier* a 
circumftance unexampled in the annals of that govern- 
ment, 
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merit, either in any former period, or during that in which 
our influence has been blended with its own conftitution ; 
and this I attribute exclusively to the prevalency of opi- 
nion, or, to apply the general maxim, to the univerfai 
conviction of a power and a difpofition actually exifting, 
the one equal to the fuppreffion of any movement of fe- 
dition, and the other determined to the punilhment of it : 
nor has my time been unprofitably bellowed, even in the 
long interval in which I was obliged to wait for the firft 
appearance of the rainy feafon, before I could fee the 
beginning of the new fettlcment. It afforded lei fare foe 
the conftiturional administration of the country to reco- 
ver its authority; it imprefled the minds of all men, that 
the government which I reprefented was determined to 
render it. permanent ; and it enabled me to eftablifh my 
own influence and afcendant over the minds of the Na- 
bob, his minifters, and his people, on the grounds of 
their confidence in me, This was an eafy line, for it 
required nothing to be done, nothing but forbearance : I 
daily conferred with the minifters, I received their reports, 
I gave my advice [ but I left every thing wholly to their 
management. I affumed no appearance of command, I 
cxercifed none, not even in private ; I iffued not a fingle 
warrant, nor fuffered any individual of my dependants to 
ufe my name, even in the common Bazar, with any pri- 
vilege diftinii from the rights of any other inhabitant. 
The Nabob met me oh the border of his territory, our 
troops and baggage were intermixed on the road, and our 
camps often joined : I and my people, who were nume- 
rous, with a large fociety of Lnglilb. gentlemen, which 
was unavoidable, lived in the fame city five months, and 
of that time within the fame common enclofure 
of the Nabob's palace; nor in all that time' did a fingle 
accident happen from fuch a mixture of fociety to difturb 
its peace, or to create mifunderftanding between either 
the principals or parties of either, but they continued 
united with the fame harmony that cxifts between the 
members of a private family: nor, whether in public or 
private, though occaiions of great delicacy often occurred, 
did a word ever pafs in converfation between the Nabob 
and myfelf in confident with the ftri&eft amity and mu- 
tual good humour. I hope this will not have the air of 
felf- co mm end at ion .—My behaviour was regulated by a 

{1 reconverted policy, the Nabob's by a natural benevo- 
ence and pliancy of temper, joined to perfuafion that I 
merited more that an ordinary return of kindnefs from 
him, which left my part very eafy, and will, I truft, ftilj 
continue to operate for the common benefit of his intereft, 
and yours, whatever may be my lot} for I have promifed 
T 2 that 
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that I Will not abandon him to the chance of another mode? 
of relation, and moft confidently given hi* aflurance* 
of your ratification and confirmation of that which I have 
eftablifhed between his government and the Company. 

I hope I'fliall be pardoned for repealing a remark, which 
I have already made in my letter to the Council (for it 
aught to be known and remembered) that I have provided! 
for the complete difebarge, in one year, of a debt con* 
tracked by the accumulation of nuny r and from a country 
whofe resources have been wafted and difljpated by three 
fucctffive years of drought,, and one of anarchy. - 

The recovery of To large a part of your property will 
aTfo afford a feafonable and fubftantial relief to the necef- 
. iities of your government, and enable it, for fucb is my 
confidential hope, to begin upon the reduction ol your 
debt at rntereft before the conclufion- of this year, I mean 
the year of our otvn computation. 

Whatever may be the event of this traftfa&ion, I can- 
not conclude the report of it without teftifying my ac- 
knowledgment of the very ufeful alfiftanee which I have 
received from the official Ikill and abilities of Mr. David 
ftnderfon. His reputation, which has been cftablifhed o* 
the merits of much more important fervices, will receive 
little addition from this tribute paid to it i yet the cir- 
cumft'amres under which- they were yielded-en this occafion 
. would not allow me to fuppreis it, as he had formed the 
refolution of reiigning the ferviee for the recovery of 
a very declining health, and had actually befpoke his 
baffage on one of your homeward -bound mips, when his 
friendship and public zeal induced him to remain, at my- 
fblicitation, and to accompany me on this deputation. 
A» I have oceafionalry mentioned the number of gentle- 
men which compofed my family, I have a pride and plea- 
fure in adding, that they all contributed, by thecorreft- 
nefs of their manners, and conciliating behaviour, to 
maintain that familiar and cordial intercourfe which I 
have already defcribed'to have fubfifted between the N»- 
bob and myfelf, and to leave a lading and favourable im> 
prdTion of the Britifh character with his fubjects. 

For the reft I beg leave to refer to my letter to the 
Board ; and am, with the moft respectful and dutiful at- 
tachment. - 

Honourable Sirs, 

your moft obedient, 
and moft humble fervant, 

WARREN HASTINGS. 
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Extrait of Bengal Scent Confultatiens, the 1 $b January 1 785. 

THE following minute having been written fome 
time fines, and communicated privately to the members 
of the Board, the Governor-general deiires that it may 
fee entered on the minutes of the 4th inftant, as well as 
•on thefc, that being the day on which it underwent their 
infpeotion. 

Agreed to, and ordered that the fecretary do enter the 
lane accordingly. 

The Governor-general. 4H1 January 1785. 

The period is now arrived in which I nuft cither verify 
the declaration which I have made and repeated to the 
Court of Directors, of my intention to relinquish the 
fervice, or fvfpend the execution of it, if compelled to 
it on the grounds of fuperior obligation. Thefe I Dull 
now flate, and f-ubmit my deftiny to the juftice and ge- 
nerosity of my colleagues ia the adminiftration. In ma- 
king this appeal, I fhonid be forry to have it afcribed to 
any oiftruft in the iflue, having evinced the contrary by 
making the declaration to which I have above alluded, 
without any fuch relerve or qualification, but I do it in 
perform an re of a folemn engagement, and with a con- 
viction, that the fecurity of a valuable portion of toe 
- Company's immediate and pecuniary interests kidupea* 
fably require it. 

The Board will permit me to remind them, that on the 
31ft December 1783, they patted an unanimous resolution, 
agreeing and declaring, that " the offer made by the 
•* Nabob Visier, and his minifter, to give the fecurity 
*' of bankers of known credit and refponiibilicy for the 
*' payment of the balance due to the Company, and for 
" the current demands of that year, fhould be accepted, 
** with the condition annexed, of the recall of Mr. 
*' Briftow and Mr. Cowper, the Governor-general con- 
" fenting to be fpecially aniwerablc for the propriety of 
** the mcafure ■," and that in confequence of the Board's 
having agreed that the Governor- general fhould proceed 
to Lucknow, for the pur-pefe of affifting the Nabob Vi- ■ 
«ier in the means of difcharging his engagements to the 
Company, and the regulation of his government, they, 
on the 17th February laft, refolved, " That the Gover- 
" nor-general fhould be, and he was thereby inverted 
« v/ith full power and authority to conceit and adjuft, 
T 3 , " with. 
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** with the Nabob Vizier, the meant of discharging hit 
" engagements to the Company ; of restoring and ftr 
*' curing the peace, fafety, and order of his government; 
11 and of promoting the improvement of his revenue ; 
'■' and to fupport the Nabob Vizier with the authority of 
" this government, in as full and ample manner as the 
*' Board could empower him by any aft of parliament of 
*' Great Britain, or by any of the orders of the honour- 
*' able Gourtof Directors ; and to take all fuch meafures 
" as he Should think neceflary for the accomplifliment of 
*■* thefe ends." 

I undertook the Service at a time, and under circum- 
stances, which to a mind liable to defpond, would have 
fuggefled infurmountable difficulties : thefe I nave mi- 
nutely Slated in my correspondence with the Board ; and 
my late report of the 20th September ftates in what man- 
ner I have executed the truft which I had undertaken. 

The engagements which I have obtained from the Na- 
bob Vizier ceafe with the clofc of the next Fuffile year, 
or in September next, but his means of fulfilling then 
depend upon the uncharged and unmolefted fubliftance of 
many internal arrangements, which are mutually con- 
nected in a feries of five years from their formation, and - 
that on the absolute forbearance of this government, from 
all prefent interference in bis authority, and efpecially in 
the comroul and administration of his revenues. 

When I was on the eve of parting from him, T deemed 
. it confiftent with the Sincerity of my own character, and 
neceflary to prevent the confequences of too abrupt an 
information, whenever he might receive it, of the appa- 
rent deprivation of my fupport, to acquaint him with 
the probable approach of my removal from the fervice, 
and at the fame time I promised him that I would on no 
account make it my. own act, without previously obtain- 
ing from the Board their promife of an entire and punc- 
tual adherence to the engagements which I had made, with 
him on my own part individually, and on the behalf of 
the Board, in virtue of their exiiiing engagements with 
me, which are contained in the resolution to which I 
have appealed in-the introduction of this minute. The 
fame aflurarfce I gave alfo to. his ministers. I Soon after 
departed, leaving my Secretary, Major Palmer, as my 
pcrfonal representative and agent with the Nabob Vizier, 
both for the encouragement oft he Nabob and hit ministers, 
and for the means of urging them to the faithful dis- 
charge of their Stipulated payments, and Mr. Worobweli, 
the proper officer, in charge of the receipts. 

In conformity to the above engagements, I now make 
it my carneft requeft to the Board, tljat they will be 

pleafel 
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jjeafed to record their refutation to abide by the arrange- 
ments which I have made, and to notify the fame for the 
fatisfaetion and aflurance of the Nabob Vizier, and his 
minifters, by an ojEcial letter to the Nabob Vizier from 
my eventual fucceffor, with a promife that no deviation 
ihail be made from the faid arrangements, nor any perfon 
deputed to refide at his court, but at his own fpontane- 
ous inclination, or any authority exercifed within the li- 
mits of his dominion, by the appointment or permiffion 
of the Board, except fucfi as mall be required by the 
Nabob himfdf, from the military officers {rationed for his 
defence, and the ' protection of his country, until the 
conclunon of the prcfenc Fufiulie year, or until the or- 
ders of the Court of Directors (hall be received, in con- 
fequence of the references which have been made to them, 
if fuch orders {hall either enjoin ox authorize a different 
conduct. 

I preiymc that this requisition is confonant with the 
ftrictnefs of legal propriety, as the full delegation of the 
truft made to me in December laft extends in its full 
force, as a reciprocal obligation, to the period which I 
have prefcribed ; and as- the act of a majority of the 
Board, which followed it from its legal obligation, on 
the whole neceffarily includes and involves every engage- 
ment contracted under it and conformable to it, with the 
fame force of an equal and permanent obligation. 

Before I conclude, J defire to obviate every poffiblo 
tnifconcepticui of my object in the requisition which I 
have made. I do not defire the Board, nor the members 
of.it, individually, to approve what I have done j I only 
defire them to ratify what I have done under a constitu- 
tional and legal authority, by their constitutional and 
jegal acquiefcence and confirmation of 'it ; knowing that 
without it the Nabob Vizier, and his minifters, who are 

ahorant of the powers of the Board, and of the princi- 
es which give ftability to its decided acts, will conclude 
that all the engagements contracted with them, by the 
only oflenJible member of our government with whom by 
the forms of ft they are connected, will be diUblved on 
his removal from it : 1 make the propqfal with an anxiety 
natural to the importance of its iflue, in the hope that it 
will prove the laft act of my public life, and the laft teft 
which I {hall exact from the Board of that fpirit of mu- 
tual conciliation which no difference of opinion has yet 
been able wholly to extinguifh, and which it is my moil 
earneft wilh to preferve, whether we are to be {till longer 
united in the fame fervice, or whether we are to part, in 
our public capacities} for ever. 

T 4 The 
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The following minute is delivered by Mr. Macphcrfon 
and Mr. Stables : 

We have eonfidered the very important and folemrt 
proportion which the Governor-general has made to the 
Board: the very earneft manner in which he has called* 
Upon us, as his colleagues in the adminiftration, and 
the great anxiety which he has exprefled for the iffue of 
our determination, oblige us to confine our fentiments. 
on the prefent occafion, to a clofe and explicit anfwer to 
the queftion which he has Been pleafed to propofe. 

The queftion itfelf, as a proportion for our adoption, 
is ftated in full and clear terms ; nor need we repeat the 
words. Is is a proportion founded upon fpecific ads of 
this government which have already taken place, and, as 
members of the government, we have already committed 
our fan&ion in its favour, by thofe legal obligations which 
bind every member of the adminiftration to the afts of a 
decided majority, and that conftitutional acquiefcence in, 
the' arrangements concluded between the Governor- gene- 
ral and the Nabob Vizier and his ministers, and to which 
our ratification is required, in the liberal principle which 
the Governor-general has fpecined. 

We are fermble of thejoft and public grounds upon 
which it is proper and neceflary that the Nabob Vizier 
ftiould be allured that arrangements concluded with him, 
for the difcharge of his debt to the Company, and the 
future regulation, and encreafe of his revenues, fliould 
remain permanent and and binding upon the Company's 
rcprefentatives, independent of the continuance in office 
of the Governor-general for the time, who had the dele- 
gated powers of the government to conclude thofe ar- 
rangements ; we are therefore willing and ready to, adopt 
the mode which the Governor- general has propofed for 
relieving the mind of the Vizier, as well as his minif- 
ters, from all apprehcnfion or uneafinefs upon this fob- 
je<*. ■ • 

We are confident, at the fame time, that the Governor- 
general will, of his own accord, ufe his u^moft influence 
to convince the Vizier and his minifters of the neceffitj 
of a punctual performance of their engagements, fo as to, 
preclude this government from all interference in the 
controul and adminiftration of his Excellency's revenues. 
Having acceded in fo explicit a manner to the Gover- 
nor-general's propofal, and bavins pledged our fupport 
of arrangements, for the foccefsfuT, iffue of which to the 
public, it is natural for the Governor- general to carry an 
anxiety beyond the period he may wifh to prefcribe to 
his own adminiftration in this country, we further beg 
leave to allure, him, that whether we are to be longer 

united- 
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united with him in the public fervice, or are Toon to fo 
parate, it is our earneft wifh to preferve unextinguifbed, 
and improve, that fpirit of conciliation which is equally 
dictated by our own fenfe of public duty and our per* 
fonal refpect for the Governor-general. 

/«-™j* /JOHN MACPHERSON. 

laigocaj -[JOHN STABLES. 

Extract of Bengal Sttrtt Confultatloni, tht i^ib January 
1785. 

The Governor-general rcquefts the decifion of the 
Board oh a proportion which he fame time fince fubmit- 
ted to their consideration ; namely, that if it (hall be their 
refoiuiion, on the arrival of the Fox, which it has been 
fuppofed may contain fome prders refpecting the force to, 
be kept up in the provinces dependent on the Nabob of 
Owde, to retain the detachment now commanded byjCoj 
lonel Sir John Cummings in its prefent Ration at Futty 
Ghur, or in any other part of the Nabob's dominions, 
the payment of its expences be not demanded from the 
Nabob Vizier during the courfe of this year, but the 
fubject be generally referred to the honourable Court of 
Directors, and a due time allowed for their anfwer and 
decifion thereon to be received, for the regulation of that 
claim. The Governor-general is the more anxious to re- 
ceive the determination of the Board on the queftion de- 
pending, becaufe he conceives it to be immediately con- 
nected with the object of his minute of the 4th inftant 1 
for if the charge of that detachment, which has been, 
eftimated at twenty-two lacks and a half, but which will 
more probably amount to twenty-five lacks, (hall be ex- 
acted from the Nabob Vizier in the courfe of the prefent 
year, it will not only be a breach of the engagements 
made with him by the Governor-general, but exceed by 
the amount, whatever it may be, his ability to pay it, 
and the demand will produce the effect of A total abolition 
of the engagements now fubfifting with the Nabob Vi- 

Refpecting the queftion of withdrawing or continuing 
the corps, the Governor-general informs the Board, that 
the Nabob Vizier has provided five battalions of Sepoys 
to replace Colonel Cumming's detachment. Thefe have 
been lately completed, and properly equipped for the 
fervice, under the direction of a very able officer, whom 
the Governor-general left with the Nabob for that pur- 
pofe, and for attendance on the prince, with whom they 
are at prefent ftationed as his guard; they are to attend 
the prince as far as Futty Qhur, their defined ftation, 
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and ho further, as the Nabob cannot provide funds for 
raifiag an equivalent recruit to fupply their place.- This 
officer is Captain Frith. The Govern or -general did not 
mention his appointment to the Board in- his former re- 
port relating to the prince, becaufe the Nabob Vizier had 
at that time Signified bis intention of placing the corps 
under the command of a native officer, and the Gover- 
nor-general of courfe withdrawn his recommendation of 
Captain Frith. The Nabob has fiuce changed Iiis in? 
tcntion. 

Now, if it be the decided opinion of the Board that 
the detachment be continued in its ftation for another 
year, the Governor-general conceives that it will afford 
3 considerable faving to the Nabob Vizier, to apprize him 
of it, that he may difband the corps which he had ap- 
pointed for its relief; and what is a faving to the Nabob 
will be eventually an aid to *the Company, But if the 
Board Jhall either fufpend their. opinion, or fhall adopt 
the conciliatory expedient of ordering the relief to take 
effect in the month of April or May next, beyond which, 
the approaching feafon of the rains will preclude the ne- 
ceffity pf any defence during their continuance; and h> 
may be eafily remanded to the fame ftation, if there fliould, 
t>e a call for it after that period ; in either of thefe cafes 
(he Nabob (hould be informed of the Board's intention, 
that he may keep the fame corps in readinefs for its even- 
tual defti nation. The Qovernor-generaF offers thefe in- 
timations merely ' n advice, deeming it improper, in his 
prefent fituation, to propofe them as formal queftions. 

The only queftion in which he requefts the decifioa of 
the Board, is that to which he has referred in the firft 
j) art of his minute, viz. that no part of the fubfidy or 
charge of Colonel Sir John Cumming's detachment be 
exafted from the Nabob Vizier during the courfe of this 
Tear, but that his engagement be allowed to (land at 
1,05,00,000 rupees, the fum fixed by his engagement 



concluded with and ratified by the Governor-general. 

(Signed) WARREN liAST^GS,. 

Mr> Macpherfon, 

The fum agreed between the GQvernor-general and the 
Nabob Vizier to be discharged within the Fufi'uily year, 
is all that can be exacted from the Vizier within that 
period. I agree that the expence of Sir John Cumming's 
detachment be fubmitted, as was fuggefted in, a former 
- minute of the Governor-general's, and more particularly 
in the preceding minute, to the determination of the Court 
of Directors. But I think that the Vizier mould be im- 
mediately informed that the Board think the expence of 
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his new levies an unnecefTary expencc, and that Sir John, 
Cumming's detachment will, while it remains in his do- 
minions, render thofe new battalions unnecefTary. 

The Governor-general is requefted to write to his Ex T 
cellency the Vizier accordingly. 

(SigM) J. M'P, 

Agreed. 

J. 8, 

Extraft tf Bengal Secret CmfultaiimSy the 8tb March 1785, 
The Governor -general lays before the Board the fol- 
lowing letters, which he has received from Major Palmer \ 
the laft incloling a letter from his Royal Highnefs the 
Shahzada Mirza Jewan Buckt. 

Dear Sir, Lucknow, 13th Feb. 1785. 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the itt 
inftant, and am deeply impreffed with a fenfe of the li- 
beral and generous terms upon which you require my 
continuance at Lucknow, for the purposes of aflifting in 
the arrangements eftabl ifhed by Mr. Haftings between the 
Company and the Vizier, and of tbe transactions of you/ 
government. 

It is with the greateft fincerity that I declare to yon, 
my firll with is to retire from public bufinefs, not from 
diftruft of your confidence and fupport, but for reafons 
which are purely of perfonal confideration to myfelf ; yet 
I am too confeious of my obligations to the Company, 
to my moll worthy and refpe&ed patron and friend, Mr. 
Haftings, and to the manner in which you have engaged 
my Services, to helitate a msunent in malting any Sacrifice 
of my eafe or convenience, whilft you and he are parti- 
ally diSpofed to believe it may contribute to the fuccefsof 
public affairs, and to the credit of your admin Miration. 
TheSe will be the firft objects of my attention, fo long as 
you are plcafed to honour me with the execution of your 
commands. I have no views, nor will I entertain, any 
that can come into competition with them j and you may 
be allured, that I will ferve you with the fame zeal and 
fidelity with which I have ferved Mr. Haftings for near 
eleven years. 

I am perfuaded that it cannot be difficult for you to 
find, amongft your particular and moft deferring friends, 
a gentleman with every requifite to conciliate tli« confi- 
dence and efteem of the Vizier and his Servants, and with 
abilities far Superior to mine to conduit the affairs of 
your government at this Durbar ; and whenever you (hall 
be inclined to Send here a perfon of this description, I 
will moft chearfully and. cordially make way for him, and 
introduce 
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introduce him upon the moft advantageous footing; in my 
power. 

The Vizier and his rninUters place a firm reliance upon 
the affurances which Mr. Haftings has given them of 
your friendly difpofition towards them, and of y»ur de-. 
termination to abide 'by the engagements which he has 
entered into. Their confidence will be flrengthened and 
confirmed by your own fetters, and the daily proofs which 
|he courfe of bufinefs will afford. 

The Shah Zaada and the Vizier are hourly expefled.. 
1 fiiall have the honour to prefent your letters to them 
mn their arrival ; and will omit no means nor opportunity 
pf exciting in their minds that entire confidence and 
cfteem which is fo neceffary to the public welfare, and 
for your mutual perfonal fat isf action. I have not the 
fmaileft doubt of fuccefs in this endeavour. 

I have the pleafure to acquaint .you, that there is not 
the leaft appearance of failure in the Vizier's pecuniary 
engagements to the Company. The crops are remarkably 
ftue, and no obflrucrion has happened, or is likely to. 
happen in the collections. It fliall be my particular care 
to giraid again ft every circurnfUnce which may tend to 
difappoint the well-grounded hope I entertain upon this 
fubje^. 

The late predatory incurfion of the Seiks has been more 
discreditable than injurious to the Vizier's government $ 
there has certainly been neglect in the Aumil of Robfl- 
cund, as the Vizier pays for a force in that country more 
than adequate tp its protection againft fuch a defpicab)e 
banditti as the Seiks, and the Ghauts fhould have been 
properly guarded as foon as the rivers became fordable, 
The depredations made by thefe freebooters falls upon in- 
rirvtduals, and can in no fhape affect' the public revenues. 
They retreated acrofs the Ganges on the firft appearance 
of the Vizier's troops ; and although they are now af- 
fcrobled to the number, as is reported, of 20,000, on the 
weftern fhoreof the Ganges, I have not the leaft appre- 
henfion of- their making another attempt to penetrate into, 
the Vizier's dominions, as Sir John Cumming detached 
two regiments on the 2d inftant to Anoopthire, and was 
' to follow with his whole force on the 1 2th. 

'Repeated and uniform accounts have been received 
through the public news-papers, and private intelligence, 
of encouragement given to this attack upon the Vi- 
zier's pofltflions by Mahajee Scindia, and of his having 
engaged to fupport it by a Marat t a force. I did not give 
implicit credit to thefe reports, but the poflibility of their 
being true was fufficient cauTe for not neglecting them. 
1 therefore recommend it to -the Vizier to require the 
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actual march or* the Futty Ghur detachment, ' and the 
preparation for it of the brigade at Cawn pore. The lat- 
ter is new fufpended as unnecetfary, fuice Sir John Gum- 
ming is in the field, and Scindia has folemnly difavowei 
to Mr.' Anderfon having excited the Seiks to ravage the 
Vizier's country. 

The acting minifter of- the Vizier having fome tifne 
Jince intimated to me, that the conduct of Almafs Ally 
Cawn wore the appearance of difcontent, and of a defigu 
to give disturbance to the affairs of government, I re- 
queued the latter to come to Lucknow, with which he 
immediately complied. I made the departure of Mr. 
Haftings, and my deli-re to give him affu ranees of your, 
kindnefs and protection, the pretext for defiring to fee 
him; and whilft he was with me I found means toafcer- 
tain his real difpofition and intentions, which I have the 
fattsfaction to allure you are entirely dutiful towards his 
mailer, and full of confidence in and attachment to the 
Company's government. I difcovered that he had enter- 
tained fome djftruft of Hyder Beg Cawh, on account of 
his having detached two of his principal dependants from 
their coryieftipn With him, at a time when it was fuf- 
-peiftcd that he intended to retire from the Vizier's domi- 
nions ( but I found it eafy to remove this mifunder {land- 
ing, and to reftore confidence and cordiality between 
them, which they have engaged to pneferve, .and to apply 
their utmoft exertions in their refpsclive uations for the 
profperity of the Vizier's affairs, and of thofe of the 
Company, as connected with them. 

I hope that this concife relation will fufHce to give you 
a general view of the prefent iituation of the 1 Vizier's 
■oft material concerns. I fhall not fail to inform you 
secularly of all future transactions as they occur. 
I have the honour to be, 

with perfect refpefi and attachment), 

Dear, .Sir, 

Your raoft obedient and 

faithful humble fcrvant, 
, . (Signed) Ww. PALMER. 

Dear Sir, Lucknow, atft February I785. 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 
9*h inftant, with the enclosures of one for Hyder Beg 
Cawn, and one for Almafs Alii Cawn, aad duplicates of 
your former letters to thefe peribns, and to iieffein Reaaa 
Cawn. 

Herewith I have the plcafure to tranfmit to you an- 
fwers from the Nabob Vizier and his two principal mj- 
■ifters to your firft letters : I am acquainted with their - 
contents* 
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contents, although 1 had no fliarc in their compofitiort: 
I can aflure you, that they contain the genuine and un- 
mixed fentiments of the writers ; and, for this reafon, I 
am perfuaded will afford you real fatisfadtton. I have the 
pleafure Further to allure you, front the opportunity of 
daily perfonal obfervation, that the Shah Zaada, the 
Vizier, and his mihifters, entertain the molt entire con- 
fidence in your juftice ahd frichdly intentions toward* 
them ; and that no uneafinefs remains upon their minds* 
but what arifes from their perfonal attachment and efteent 
/or Mr. Halting*. 

1 am willing to believe that you will corifider the men- 
tion which is made of me in thefe letters, as a proof that 
I had no part in dictating them. I own that my vanity 
is gratified by the favourable opinions exprefied of me; 
yet a fenfe of delicacy would induce me to defire they 
might be fupprefied, if it had not occurred t« me that 
they might ferve as an argument in fupport of the honour 
which you have done me to continue me in the charge of 
the affairs of your government at this Durbar. 

The Shah Zaada is preparing his anfwer. Almas is at 
a di {ranee ; but I expect, his alfo in a day or two. 

Theenclofed order for two hundred and two gold Mo- 
Iiurs is the accuftomary Nazurs of congratulation from, 
the Minifters Huffein Rezza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn. 

As your letter informs me that Mr. Haftings had finally 
taken his departure, I beg leave in this place to offer you 
tny fin cere congratulations on your acceffion to the ho- 
nourable and important ftation which he has religned, 
and my warmeft wiflies that your adminiftration may be 
Invariably profperous. 

In my letter of the 13th inftant I had the honour to ac- 
quaint you with the ftate of the moil: material concerns of 
the Vizier's government. The incurfion of the Seiks 
was fudden and predatory, they retired on the firft ap- 
pearance of the Vizier's troops, without any conftderable 
booty, nor have they fince attempted to difturb the Vizier's 
dominions ; on the contrary, the chief who is at this time 
with a body Of thofe people near the Vizier's frontier, ori 
the weftern fide of the Ganges, has written to the Aumil 
of Rohilcund, that the late incurfion was an aft unau- 
thorized by and offenfive to their ftate. The greater! part 
of thefe freebooters have 1 retreated acrofs the Jumna, on 
the approach of Lieutenant Colonel ICnudfon's detach- 
ment,' and thofe who remain in the Doab will avoid giving 
him any pretext for attacking them ; their prefent pur- 
pofe is to levy their tribute upon the country of the late 
Zaabita Cawn. 

u 
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Ih this fituation of fecurity from their further ravages, 
the' Vizier has recommended it to Colonel Sir John dim- 
ming to return to Futty Ghur, with the principal part 
of his force, leaving Lieutenant Colonel Knudfon,-with 
two regiments, at Anoopfhire, until the rife of the river 
fhall make the pauTage of the enemy impracticable, which 
will be early in the month of April. 

The Minifter and Almafs Ali Cawrt continue on term* 
of entire cordiality and confidence. I -have riot the fmaf- 
left apprehcnfion that their good (mcterftandrng will Ve 
interrupted, fines you have given fhem both fucn encou- 
ragement to rely upon your protection and fupport, whilft 
they difchargi their refpeftive duties for the advantage of 
both governments : and as they know how sflentially their 
own honours and irrterefts depend upon their zeal and fi- 
*cclity, there can be no doubt of their beft exertions." , 

I advifed Mr. Hading? on the 22d ultimo, of the fuf- 
picions which the minifter entertained of Almafs Ait 
Cawn ; but as I con fide red the exceptionable part of his 
conduct as calculated merely to obtain fome advantage or 
indulgence in his farms, I told the Governor that I would 
not alarm administration until I had proofs to juftify the 
apprehenfion - of ferious danger. The truth- is, that Al- 
mafs Ali Cawn has been made too powerful' and opulent 
a fubjefl, and certainly would be too much for the Vizier's 
' government, if he was not reftrained by its connection 
with ours: but as matters are now circumftanced, his de- 
fection would be attended with many ill confequences, 
and it cannot be denied that his opulence is productive of 
fome good ones. His punctuality inpayment may be re- 
lied on j and he frequently aflifts government with the 
advance of very considerable Aims in its exigencies. He 
knows that he can no where obtain fuch a degree of fe- 
curity for his perfon and property as he finds in his prefent 
fituation; it muft therefore be very unjuft and rigorous 
treatment that will induce him to defert it ; and fo long 
as he continues it, proper management will turn it to the 
benefit of theftate. 

There can be no doubt that all the tranfaftions between 
your government, the Shah, and Mahajee Scindia, might 
be managed by a fingle agent: but I am almoft certain 
that then: two powers would not negociate confidently 
with the fame perfon. The Shah is far from being fatif- 
fied with the exercife of the authority and influence which 
Scindia has acquired over his affairs, and will Struggle to 
' free himfelf from his controul, whenever he thinks there 
is a profpect of changing it for another that will leave 
him a greater choice of action. He will never lofe fight 
of your government, as bis beft refoutce againft the in- 
juries 

1 
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juries and indignities which are offered to him by thole 
who aiftime' the direction of his affairs ; and as a time 
may come when it fhall be thought as politic and expe- 
dient, as it may be thought juft and honourable, to f up- 
port the houfe of Timur, and as at all times Shah Altum 
will not fail to apply to you when' he feels his Situation 
too irkfome for his patience, it will perhaps be neceffary 
to have an exprefs agent from your government to refide 
with him for the purpofe of confidential communication, 
which it would be difficult to conduct without one. I 
find alfo, that; at this time the refideace of an agent in 
the Cervine of the Company is ufeful to the Vizier j and 
that he is defirous a feparate agent fhould remain with the 
Shah until his return to Delhi, when it will be clearly 
known whether his Majefty is determined to continue the 
influence and authority of Scindia and the Mahratta ftatef 
or*is difppfed to change it. In the former cafe, an agent 
from you will not only be ufelefs, but may be pernicious, 
whilft your government, and that of the Mahrattas, conti- 
nue in their prefent relative fituation, 

Thefe reafons againft giving any intimation to Major 
Browne of your fenttments upon this fubjed, have oc- 
curred to me upon a wort reflection, but your judgment 
and information are fo fuperior to mine, that I cannot 
expect my arguments mould be conclufive ; I offer them 
as my excufe for not hinting, until I bear from you again, 
any thing upon the fubject to Major Browne. 

Left the defire which is cxpreffed in the Vizier's letter 
to you, of my continuing here, mould be any reftraint 
upon your inclination, at any time hereafter, to place 
another gentleman in my ftation, the fmalleft hint from 

Jou fhall fuffice to make the change my own act ; and I 
ncerely declare, that whenever you may think proper it 
ihall take place, I ihall have a pride and fatisfaction in 
the opportunity of evincing the extent of my wifhes to 
deferve the confidence which you have repofed in me, and 
the regard which you have expreffed for me. 

I ihall difpatch, by the public Dawk Bearers, to-mor- 
row, and fucceffively, fome ba&etg of fruits, of which 
Hyder Beg Cawn requefts your acceptance, 

I have the honour to be, with .the trueft attachment 
and refpect* 

Dear Sir, 

your moil obedient, 

and faithful humble fervant, 
(Signed) Wm. PALMER. 
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' ... ■ Lucltnow, 24th February 17851 

Dear. Sir, 

I have the honour to tranfmit to you herewith, a letter 
from the Shah Zaada, in anfwer to yours to him ; and I 
have the fatisfa&ibn to affure you, that he is difpbfed'to 
conduct himfelf entirely by the wifhes and advice of your 
government, and to place the firmed reliance upon your 
perfonal Icindnefs and friendship. 

The Prince and the Vizier live iri perfeft harmony s 
and the former appears to be very happy and contented 
withiris prefent fituatioh. 

The Serks have entirely evacuated the frontiers of the 
Vizier's dominions, and every thing within them is in a 
ftate of tranquillity, without the leaft appearance of fur- 
ther difturbance or obstruction in the collections. 
- I have the honour to be, with perfect attachment and 
refpefl, 

Dear Sir, 

your moft obedient, 
and faithful bumble Servant, 

Wm. palmer. 

From the Prince: Received jth March 1785. 

' Your letter has been received; in which you Write 
that you arc ready and active, from your heart and foul, 
is obedience and fidelity to the pretence, and that at all 
times, and in all Situations, you coniider your allegiance 
as your greatest happinefs ; and that you are hopeful of 
the fame favour and protection from the prefence, as were 
experienced by the late Governor- general. Before this 
I had been convinced of your fidelity and attachment to 
me j and now, from the rep re fen tat ion of Major Palmer, 
and from the receipt of your Arzee, I have been a hun- 
dred-fold more inclined towards you. The proofs of 
obedience in the late Governor- general, and his labour 
and attention to forward my concern), are well known to 
you, and that he was even defirous of returning to this 
quarter, to (hew his attachment" to the prefence, he- 
muft have acquainted you ; as it has been necefTary for 
him to depart for Europe, the fettled allegiance which 
be had in his heart will, by the bieffing of God, fhew it- 
felf in your conduct. I am convinced of and depend - 
firmly upon your attachment, and whatever favour and 
protection were fhewn from the prefence to the late Go- 
vernor-general, will be doubled towards you. Know me 
to be bevoAd meafure favourable, arid well inclined to 
you ; write constantly the accounts of your own Situation. 

Vol. II. U Read 
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Read the. following- letters t» the Governor-generaiV 
from his Excellency the Nabob Vizier, and lha Nabobs 
Huffcin &JSta £»vm and Hyder BtgCmra ; 

From the Viaicr : Received 3d March "ij8?. 

Youn friendly letter, containing the proofs of ymir 
friendship and aftedion, aod full of words of friendftup, 
and Utters of kjodnefs, arrived aod. gladdened tne with 
4ll the particulars of your fincerity and affe&ioH. 

The connection and alliance which exiftcd betMHen th» 
Company, the Governor*- general, M». Haftinga, and the 
Gentlemen of the Council, and the dfceeafed Dawab du- 
ring his life, need not be mentioned. By the Wefing of 
Goo, the fireygth of this mutual aiFc&ios. is every da]> 
qrjereanng. Mr. Bailings was at all tiroes ready to flip- 
port the connexion of frtendfhip, to improve the affairs 
of the Company, to- add benefitt. and advantages, and 
liability to the concerns of my government, and to pre- 
ferve the ereil'it and fatisfaction of my min-ifters, who arc 
faithful fervants to both parties; and when be came to 
Lucknow, he fettled an agreement with them for the pay- 
ment of the debt to -the Company, and for the good ms~ 
nagement of afl my concerns. Tbefe circumftances are all 
known to. you 1 and as yo*» out of regard to th* fiaeere 
and clofe ftierjdfliig, in conformity to ths c-sftouu and* 
rules, of the Englitn, who never devistfe from, tbeur tnx 
gagements, have determined to pceftrve it, and having 
from your friendihip approved thu plw* ape inclined; ta> 
fupport hctwaeo yourfelf and me the agreement made bf 
the Governor-general, Mr. Haftiaga; you have by this 1 
aufpicious news made me happy and eafy on alL accoantsv 
This, matter was fully explained to thrt.tttmoit fatistacrion 
of my heart, by the letters of the Governor-general* 
Mr. Haftings, and the reptefen tattoos, of Major Palovnf* 
% am now from, your letter fully caawinced that you. wtt) 
maintain that agreement, which is full 'of advaatHgesnt* 
both fides-} and Major Palmer haft given me the greatoft 
reliance upon you. I an now, hopeful, from your, friend* 
Ihipjthatin the fame degree as the Govern or- general,. Mr. 
Haftings, fupported and maintained the ftwngtb, sad 
iViendihip, and the liability of my eoocerm, and the 
credit and the honour of my minilters, you alio will, at 
prefent, from friendthip, be inclined to maintain lbs 
connexion of intimacy, the eflablilhment and promeaji— 
of good management in my affairs, and the honour and 
credit of my minivers ;■ and I will at all times hs eejaatys- 
fiedfaft in my friendihip with yew, at with the Gorersot- 
general, Mr. Haftings. By the hiding of God tlic debt 
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tothtfCwndMiy Will be. prtuperly fettled under the. plan 
fixed by Mr. Halting* *ith my minifters. Ihfcve beett 
highly delighted that Alajor Palmer remains with me on 
the former footing, becaufe Major Palmer is always la- 
bouring with me to confirm the mutual friendfhip. From 
his letters you will learn all particulars of my friendfhip 
and fatisfiction. , • 

From Huflein Reza Cawn : Received 3d March 1785. 

Vcwjt gracious letter, containing the particulars of 
your friendfhip for his ftighnefs the, Vizier, and of your 
approval and refolutiorv.Jo maintain .the plan which the 
Governor-general, Mr; Haftings, fettled before his de- 
parture from Lucknow, honoured me by its arrival in a 
happ/ Spur. The letters of the Governor-general, Mr. 
Haftings, alluring that you were determined to preferve 
the friendfhip of his Highnefs, and to.fhew favour to his 
Kiiniiters arid dependants arrived,,and the particulars were 
further and fully explained by Major. Palmer, in confe- 
quence 6f your ana rite Governor -general, Mr. Haf- 
tjngs's^ in ft r u ili on s, and gave the higbeft fat is fact. ion. 
As the labours of the Company's chiefs haye been always 
ftedfaft and firm in preierving the cosne&ion<of friendfhip 
between the Company and his Highnefs the Vizier, and 
to this time its encreafe hag, under the Govern or -general, 
Mr Haiti ngs's, management, been publifhed to the world 
and its inhabitants j at prefer!, that your letters are arrived, 
And that with the pen of friendfhip you promife to preferve 
the connection in the fame ftate of ftrengih and ftedfaft- 
aefst bis Highnefs and all his wetlwifhers are made happy 
and grateful for your favours. I am an old fervant, was 
from the beginning the faithful fervant and wellwiflie'r of 
both governments ; and 1 now alfo, being fixed, in the fame 
.obedience and fidelity, and- confidering you. the fame as 
.Mr. Baitings, and being ready with my life, under a re- 
liance upon your favour and protection", I will perform 
the duties of attachment* and wilt in no" inttance be de- 
ficient in. the execution of your orders. I am convinced, 
from. your k.iudncfs and favour, that the fame protection 
as Mr. Haflings gave to my credit and honour, and the 
fame favours as he beftowed, you, who have now ex- 
prefled your approbation of my conduct, will fulfil my 
'hopes, by bellowing upon me the further particulars of my 
jeadinefs arid obedience ; and my dependance upon, and 
confidence in, the favours and kindnefs which you have 
.exprefled will be explained to you by the tetters of Major 
Palmer; who formerly,- in confequence of Mr. Haftings's 
ialhuctioiis, and now, in obedience to your orders, has 
U a given 
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given his Highnefs and us, and all hisHighnefs'sfervantSj 
the greateft: confidence in you. I am hopeful that I may 
be honoured with frequent letters. ■ 

From Hyder Beg Ctewn ; rttt'votd %i March 1785. 
In the fame words as the preceding. 

Frm Ruffiin Reza Cam ; Zih March. 

Your gracious letter, full of the particulars of favour 
and friendfhip, arrived^ and encreafed my dignity ; and 
I received the greateft pfeafare and" happinefs from learn- 
ing your favour and kindnefs, and your reliance upon the 
fidelity of me, whofe fole deure is to experience your fa- 
tisfaflion and protection-. Sy the bleffing of God, and 
your good au-fptces, aH matters will be compleated in 
conformity to yourwifhes, and your great name and your 
dignity will be publifhed in all Htndoftan. Thefhadow 
of your favour and protection atone rs neceflary to pro- 
duce that happy Hate of affairs which you wifh ; and the 
plan which the Nabob Governor-general Atnaud ud Dow|a 
fiahadre fettled in 'his own prefence at Lucknow, will, 
through your protection, meet with a happy completion 
to your utmoft fatisraclton ; at this time that from your 
knowledge of men, and your protection of yottr fervahts, 

fuii have written fo full a confolation to hs t and Major 
aimer, in yotrr name, has allured us of your favour and 
kindnefs, and your reliance upon as, not the fin a) left 
hope, doubt, or alarm, rs left in the heart of his High- 
nefs and his fervants. My prefent only wiftr », that, 
employing myfelf from my heart and foul in the execution 
of your orders, and in obedience to your commands, I 
may. preferve your fatisraftion and plcafure, which I muft 
conceive as mf greateft happinefs, ,in the fame degree as 
1 employed, obeyed, and executed the orders of the Na- 
bob Governor-general Ainaud ul Doulah ; knowing my. 
happinefs to be concerned, I will from my heart and fou-1 
employ myfelf in fidelity and obedience to- your commands, 
-having and being at all times firm in my attachment to the 
Company"* government, and that of his Highnefs, which 
are every way the fame, I will now, through hopes of your 
favour and protection, be doubly fog, fori, confidering 
my own interefts to depend upon my proper management 
of the concerns of both governments, and in your fatif- 
faclion, you will learn all thefc particulars from Major 
Palmer's letter. — The concern which,, from your kind- 
. nefs, you mention to have felt on, account of the Seiks 
difturrance in the neighbourhood of Bevclly is very flat- 
tering. 
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taring. The cafe is, that in the beginning, from the 
Ghauts of the Ganges being fordable, the Seiks crofled 
•the river, but immediately on the approach of the army 
«£jha Vizier, having no power to remain, they returned, 
and his Highnefs's army being again put under the com- 
mand of Raja Jngnaut Bah ad re, has in a proper manner 
difpofed all the Ghauts of the Ganges, -and for a greater 

frotection two regiments from the Company's forces at 
utry Gurr are marching towards AnoopOiire ; and his 
Highnefs's army haying crofled at the Ghauts, in the * 
country of (he King and Zabeta Khan, are going to* 
wards -the river Jumna. The difturbances of the Seiks 
are now at an end, which I write for your information ; 
and through your a&ftance, and the firmnefs of your fa- 
vour and protection, all matters will be properly fettled. 
I am, beyond difpute, full of attachment to both govern- 
ments, and am hopeful that I may be gladdened by letters 
of favour and kindnefs. Further particulars of my at- 
tachment and ready fidelity to you, .and my wifhes to 
procure your fatisfa£tton, will be fully known to you by 
Major Palmer's Jetters, 

From Hyder Beg Cavin j Dim, 
In the fame words. 

Extra£t ef Company's Letter is Bengali dated \Uh April 
1 7 8 S . 

Par. 63. Tut refohition you patted •oa the 31ft De- 
cember 1783 to withdraw the reiidcncy from Lucknow, 
and to accept the offer made by the Vijjier and his mini- 
iter, to give the fecurity of bankers of known credit and 
refponfibility for the payment of the balance due to the 
Company, and the current kills, has our approbation j 
but by this approbation it is by no means our intention, 
either on the one hand to condemn the conduct of our 
Refidents, or on the other to preclude ourfelves from exa- 
mining into the complaints exhibited againft them by the 
Vizier and his miniftef. We approve like wife of the 
continuance of an Accountant or Receiver at Lucknow, 
(o long as any of the Company's trooos {hall be {rationed 
in the v izier s dominions, whofe bufinefs mult be confined 
to the fole purpofeof adjusting and keeping the accounts 
between the Nabob and the Company, receiving the fti- 
pulated fubfidy for thofe troops, and for appropriating the 
fame in facta manner as you (hall think proper to direct,. 
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Ittttttt from Mr. JtfacpbtrftH n the. Nahth Vnitir, £?ydrt> 
Beg Khsn, tsc. ami Jtyzatila Ktia*.< '."_■ 

To the Nabob Vizier : Written 16th June 17B5. 

Xv cpnfequence of Major Palmer's wifhes. to, r«ur« 
- ffojn his prefent office of niinifter for the Goverpqr-.gMieril 
at your Hrgbnefs's pourt, 1 have appointed Colonel Har- 
per to his office, 

In this appointment I have beep guided by py know-* 
ledgeof your f^ighnpfs's high opinion of Cplpnel Harper* 
and the real attachment which he hears to your family, a* 
yell as ("he grqat eftfejn which your minifters and people 
bear to hirn fjrpin the experience which your late, nwft it- 
l.u.firi.pus father had of his attachment and honour. 

Major Palmer will introduce Chanel Harper with thfl 
proper ceremony to your HigbRciV Permit me to add, 
tb£t jt was the wift W the late Governor-general, though 
hn had no pee fonaj friendfhip for Cplone] Harper, .that bo 
fhoiild he miniftfr on the pa.rt of my government at your 
Highnefs's court, after the departure of Major palmer. . 

If I had it in my power to (hew a ftronger mark of my; 
attachment to jtroV Highnefs, and qf my determination 
to maintain the engagements fettled between us than I 
now do by the appointment of Colonel JHaxper, I 
would gladly give fuch a proof of my friendfhip. In 
every matter you wijl %d me ffop .fnpt friend of your fa- 
mily, and- the juft fu'pporter of your rights. Colonel 
Harper will explain particulars. 

As Major Btlmer is fpeedily to return to Calcutta, I 
fuft yonr Higanefs will mark his departure from you* 
Court with civility and favour. 

.To Kyder Bog Khan, Huflen Reza Khan, and Altaaia 
Al Ly Khan, of .the fame tenor and date. 

' To Akbar, Ally Khan : Written- i$th June, 1785. 

I have the pleafure to acquaint you, for the Informa- 
tion of his Royal Highnefs, that Colonel Harper is ap- 
pointed my mimfter for the transaction of the affair's of 
joy government at the court of the Nabob Viaier. 
S Colonel Harper will receive a feparate and higher com- ■ 
roifiion. from roe as my minilter at the court o£ his Royal 
Highnefs, for whoro I could not tefiify greater loyalty 
8nd affection than by fuch appointment. • 
' Fleafe to inform his Royal Highnefs o£ rby conftan* 
attachment to his perfon, and that it will be my greateft. 
ambition to obtain for him falid proofs of the regard and, 
■-".:':.' ...-..-..- . friendfliip 
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tt&ndfliip of the EngliJh. The Nabob Victor cannot 
«blige me mote than by Ws conftant proofs of obedience 
andperfonal friendfhip to his Royal Highneft ; and this 
is ftijly known- to the Nabob Vizier, to his mini iters, and 
*>eaple. Write to me frequent accounts of his Highnefs'e 
welfare, and of your own profperity. 

To Fytmuila Khan. 

. la confluence of Major Palmer's wtfltos to retire from 
bis prefent office of miniftec for the Governor- general at 
(be Nabob Vizier's court, I have appom ted. Colonel Har- 
'■er to his office. 

In this appointment I have been guided by my know- 
ledge of his Highnofs'a high opinion of Colonel Harper, 
' and the real attachment which be boars to his Highnefs'a 
family, as well *s the, great elteem which his Highnefs'a 
minifters and people hear to him, from the .experience 
which the late moil iHuflrious Nabob had of his attach- 
ment and honour. 

Permit me to add, that it was the with of the late Go- 
vernor- general, though he had no perianal friendship far 
Colonel Harper, that he fliould be. minifter on the part of 
B>y government at his Htghncfs's court, after the depar- 
ture of Major Palmer. 

Countering me to be your true friend, write frequently, 
an4 let all your letters, and every information refpefling 
your concerns, he forwarded to me through the Colonel', 
to whom I refer you for particulars. 

To Museufier Jung, of Furrttckabad, 

, Of the fame Tenor and Date, except the laft Paragraph, 
which is a* follows :■ 

In confequence of your friendihip for the Company* 
I have given you this information; and reqiteft that, con- 
fiderjog me to be your true friend, you will constantly 
write me the news of your health. 

SLrtrafi of Court's LttUr ta Stngal, dafd 2\fl Stptemhtr 
1785. 

Para. 6. Ik your letter of the 17th January lad, yon 
have fubmitted the following queftion to our determina- 
tion, vix. " Whether the Company or the Vizier fhfill 
" be charged with the expence of the detachment com- 
" roanded by Sir John Cummings ;" and we have taken 
ift early opportunity of communicating to you our di- 

17 4 ie£Uoa* 
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rections herein. As your late Governor- general, in vir- 
tue of the powers with which be was inverted, hail agrccd 
with the Vizier to' ftrike out the charge of this detach- 
ment from his account from ift January 1785, we here- 
by direct that the faid agreement be punctually- adhe- 
red to. 

7. Tn the final arrangement of the military peace 
efiabli lament which will accompany tbis difpatch, we 
have had in view, the whole of the fervice which it will 
be neceflary to provide for under yourprefidency ; fucb 
part of that eftablimment as will be Rationed in the Vi- 
zier's dominions will be paid by him according to the 
Stipulations of the fubfifting agreements. But it is our 
pofuive order, chat no greater number of troops be em- 
ployed upon that fervice, unlefs at his Excellency's par- 
ticular application and requelt ; and that all the troops 
Jo employed be confidcrerf as part of our fixed eftabliih- 
tnent, which is not upon any account to be enlarged.' 

8. We cannot help, expreffing our regret that the opi- 
nion of your Board did not concur with that of, the Go- 
vernor-general, when the queftion concerning the recall 
of Colonel Cummings's detachment was under your con- 
JJderation, as the expence of it willj before the receipt of 
this letter, amount to nearly the Ann of £. 300,000 ; and 
we agree with Mr. Haflings, that the brigade which by 
treaty is to be constantly reftdent in thofe dominions, 
would be found fully adequate to their protection. We 
therefore direct, that upon receipt of this letter not a 
moment be loll in ordering the recall of Sir John Cum- 
mings's detachment, fo that the Company may be inftantly 
relieved from the burden of that enormous expence. 

16. The irruption of the Seiks, of which you advife 
us, leads to no. other conclufion but the, propriety of 
keeping a watchful .eye over the- weltern frontier of our 
own provinces, and thofe of the Vizier, which is the 
conclufion you properly draw from it. 

17. In a preceding paragraph, we have directed the 
immediate recall of the Futty Ghur detachment. But as 
by your laft advices we find that in confequence of theft 
hoitilities from the Seiks in the province of Rohilcuod, 
the Vizier had applied, for the aiTittance of a part of this, 
rtetachment, and that it was probable he would make a 
further requeft for the whole, we hereby order, that the 
detjeoment, be continued fo long as the Vizier ihall deem 
fttch continuance neceflary for his own fecurity, in which 
cafe the expence thereof muft be carried to his account, 
agreeably to the Jtipulations of the treaty of 1781.. 

iii. But as foon as the Vizier Ihall ceafe to require 
the afliftaflcc of all or a/iy part of that detachment, wo 
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direft our former orders to be carried into execution; 
and even during the time the Vizier may call for their 
afliflance, we hereby order, that the whole expence of 
the ftaff, batia, and other contingencies, be immediately 
abolifhed. 

iq. And while upon this fubjeft, we think it proper 
to exprefs our approbation of the principles contained in 
Mr. Macphcrfon's letter to the Vizier, bearing date the 
i8rh February lafr, and we expect that the agreements 
made between the Vizier and Mr. Haft ings will be inva- 
riably adhered to. 

so. Upon the fame principle we muft exprefs our 
opinion, that if the continuance of Major Palmer with 
the Vizier is wilhed for by him, it would be improper at 
prefent to recall him, and far lefs would it be proper to 
fend any perfon to refide with him whofe pre fence would 
be peculiarly adverfe to his feelings. 

-21. We obferve what is dated relative to the good 
opinion Mr. Macpberfon entertains of Mr. Briftow and 
Mr. Cowper. Upon that fubje£t we purpofely refrain 
from giving any opinion whatever j for the whole trans- 
actions in Oude for a considerable time pall will very fooR 
receive our full consideration, and it would be improper 
to anticipate any opinion at prefent. 

22. 1 In your letter of the 2 2d February lift, we find 
it ftated, that the Aim charged to the Vizier for the bri- 
gade at Cawnpore is fliort of the aclval expence, in the 
monthly fum of CRs. 33,760. 12. 4, and for the Futty 
Ghur detachment is CRs. 49,287. it. 8, and for the re- 
giment at Lucknow CRs. 984. 3. 10. It is not our in- 
tention to charge to the Vizier more or lefs than by the 
treaty he has ftipulated to pay ; but we mult at the fame 
time direct, that you make fuch arrangements in the ' 
corps ferving in his Excellency's dominions, without di- 
minishing their actual force, as will reduce their expences 
within the fum Stipulated for them. 
' 23. As we confider the troops Rationed in .the territo- 
ries of the Nabob of Oude as forming a ftrong barrier 
to our own provinces, and as in our feparatc letter of this 
date we have ftated the eftabliftied force which we think 
fully adequate to their defence, it is our meaning that 
thofe troops fball be coiifidered as' forming a part of fuch - 
eftabliflimcnt. 
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Latter of Directors jk.trt.tmvo the Aboutmv 

OF THE RESIDENCY OP OWDE, f]t$. 

BxtraS ef Company's Litter to Bengal; dated nth April 
1785. 

Par. $3. THE refotutian you paffed on the 31ft De. 
CNsber 17S3* to withdraw the reiidency from Lucknow, 
and. to accept the offer made by the Vizier and his minif- 
ter to give the fecurity of Bankers of known credit and - 
refpojiiifaility for the payment of the balance due to the 
Company* and the current kifts, has out approbation^ 
but by this approbation it is by no means our intention, 
cither or the one hand to condemn the conduit of -our 
reftdents, or, on the other to preclude ourfelves from ex- 
amining into the complaints exhibited againft them by 
the Vizier and his minifter. We approve likevrife of the 
Continuance of an accountant or receiver at Lucknow, 
fa long as any of the Company's troops (hall be ftatiooed, 
in the Vizier's dominions, whofe bylineis rouft be confined, 
to the foje pu/pofc of adjufting and keeping the account* 
between the Nabob and the Company, receiving the 
itipulated fubfidy for thofe troops, and fox appropriating 
the fanjc in fuel) manner as you fluU think proper to 
direct 



Copy op Proceedings, ctec. relative to Al- 
lowances mabe from the Revenues of Oude 
to tile Company's Servants, and others, 

RESIDING WITHIN THE p0M*NlOKS QF T»E Na- 
•QB VKEJEft. 

ExiraS of Bengal Secret Gonfitkatitas, iqiA February 1785* - 

Extraii.if Latter from the Governor- general Id the Vizier 1 
dated. litb Fibry. 1785. 

WITH the reduction of the Company's expences, I 
anxioufly with to leflen the expences to which your High- 
nefs's treafury is put on account of the Company's troops, 
and that of gratuities to the Company's fervants in your 
dominions, unlefs I think it for the -Company's real fer- 
f ice that your Highnefs Qiould order any filch allowance 

oojfe 
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in future^ or that you QiouW be pleated to continue any 
allowances that are now granted. I hope your Highnef* 
will not grant any, or continue to order any to be paid, 
that are not recorded in the Company's accounts. 

In cafe I fhould be of opinion, that your Highnefs 
ihould fliew marks of your favour and generofity to the 
Company's officers and fervatm, I {hall mention the bu- 
finefs to the gentlemen in Council, and your Highnefs's 
generofity will tljen appear on 1 the Company's book? ; 
for it is fit that the Company ihould know, in every in-i 
fiance, the allowances of their fervants in their employ- 
ments at your Highnefs's court, and in your domi- 
nions. 

When the matters are fully known and recorded, much 
expeiice will be faved to your Highnefs, and I fliall have 
'much lefs trouble from the applications of tne Company's 
fervants who with to have leave to refide at your court, 
and in your country.' Befidcs that, the Company will 
have much fatisfa&ion from an invariable regulation in 
thefe matters. 

Your Highnefs may be allured, that every regulation 
tending to reftrain the expenses of the Company's go- 
vernment, and of your own, is a regulation to ftrengthen 
the friendship that was eftablifhed between them and. 
your illuftrious father, and more flrongly with your 
Highnefs. 

Sxtraa of Setret Letttr frm Bengal; .dattd %%i Fti- 
ruary 1785. 

Par. 32. Your honourable Court will readily approve 
another principal object of that letter*. It explains to 
the Vizier the plan of reform which your government bag 
adopted, and which was refolved upon with the concur- 
rence of your late Govern or- general. It protnifes a relief 
to the Nabob's treafury, by carrying a fimilar plan of 
ceconomical regulation through every connection of our 
fervice with that of the Vizier within his Excellency's 
country; and it exprefsly ftipulatcs, that his Excellency 
fliall not pay any allowances or gratuity to any of the ' 
Company's fervants, civil or military, within bis domi- 
nions, that are not regularly recorded in his public ac- 
counts with this government. This ftipulatioa appears 
from the refult of late inveftigations to,be no lefs requifitc 
for the good of your fervice in general than for the relief 
$f the Vizier, and it is 911^ fteady determination, to en-. 

J Mr, fyftPbtrjat'i Lttftrti thf Finttr. 

forct 
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force and maintain it as fax as our bed exertions can effect 

16 defoablc a purpofc* 

ExtroS of Bengal Secret Ctnfultatiens, Stb March 1785. 

Exfrtft pf Letter fram the Governtr General to Major Pal- 
mer; dated 8 tb March 1783. 

One of the heavy complaints of the Nabob Vizier was 
the expence to which his government has been put by the 
allowances granted in various ways, and under different 
cftablifhments, to the Company's civil and military Ser- 
vants in his dominions ; fiich allowances, unlefs they 
have the exprefs approbation of the Company's admi- 
nistration, and are recorded in the public accounts, arc 
no lefs a grievance to the Vizier. than injurious to the 
Company's fervice and general interests. 

.1 nave refolved, as the letter to the Nabob Vizier, of 
which a translation was fent, would inform you, to bring 
alJ allowances and pen fi oris from the Vizier's treafury in 
the face of his account with the Company ; my object is 
not an unpleasant and invidious retrofpedt (which fel- 
4om, in any cafe, forwards the public intcreft) hut to 
keep our accounts with the Vizier correct and juft in 
future, that he may have no c&ufe, public or fecret, for 
not fulfilling his engagements with the Company, and 
(hat as a correct adjustment may take place in his dif- 
birrfements far the Company's fervice, a meafure equally 
Calutary to the refpe£tiye interefts of his and our owa 
government, and constituting the beft check, to future in- 
trigues. 

My predeceflbr was often anxious to draw this line of 
adjustment, but he poffefled not the opportunities which 
now offer for its eftablifhment. The recent conteft be- 
tween the Nabob's minifters, and the fervants of the 
Company at Lucknow, have placed the fubjeer. of the 
Vizier's refoiwces, and the manner of their expenditure, 
in a clear view, fully upon record, and independent of 
the withes which Mr. Haftings had, equally with me, to 
draw the line of dirourfement from the Vizier's treafury 
■ to a juft and ceconomical precifion : prelent neceffity, and 
the honour cf this government, prefs irrefutably for the . 
adoption of the meafures which 1 have recommended to 
(he Vizier. 

Mr. Haftings united with us heartily in the general 
fyftem of retrenchments before his departure. We are 
now carrying refolutions adopted in Council with him 
into practical effect ; and it will be neceflary to inform 
the Company's fervants at Lucknow, that they are not to 
. remain 
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remain excluded from the effects of a general fyftem o£ 
«rconomy and retrenchment : what they receive from the 
Vntier is in fail received from the Company, while he 
is fo much in arrears to them. — Mr. Wombwell will be 
directed to lay before the Board, bona fide, all the al- 
lowances that are paid, to the Company's fervams, of 
whatever defcription, within the Vizier's dominions, from 
the Vizier's treafury, or from the Company's pay matters. 
Your own allowances, as the late Governor -general's 
agent at Lacknow, fbould be mentioned with the reft- 
The Vizier. I fuppofe, finds you a houfe and fervants. 
- Thefe particulars I would not mention, but on the prin- 
ciple that, when real reforms are undertaken, they lhouM 
begin with the condu&ors of thefe reforms. You will 
unaerftand that I have fhewn the example in my own fa- 
mily ; yet I claim not any comparative merit in this mea- 
fure ; my predeceflbr had not the opportunity that was 
offered to me, nor was the public diitrefs ever fo prefling 
as in the prefent moment 

SxtraiJ of Bengal Secret Confuttathm, 'the 26th April.llfy 

ExtraS of Letter from Major Palmer to the Governor-gene- 
ral; dated Lucintw, the 11M April 1765. 

The Vizier is now defirous, as you will obferve, of 
being entirely releafed from the ftipends which he has 
granted to the Company's fervants, that he may be enabled 
to make greater exertions for the common intereft. Thefe 
allowances, during my agency here, have been little mora 
than nominal, only one lack of rupees having been ad- 
vanced upon them: they are a fource of great uneafincfs 
and vexation>to me, of which neither the Vizier nor his 
miniftcr participate, as I have never been importunate 
with them for payment. • 

ExtraS of Letter from the Vizier ; received %\Jl April 1785. 

— i XVith refpect to the expences of the gentle- 
men who are here, 1 have before written in a covered, 
manner. I now write plainly, that I have no ability to 
give money to the gentlemen, becaufe I am indebted many 
lacks of rupees to the bankers for the payment of the 
Company's debt. At the time of Mr. Haftings's depar- 
ture, 1 reprefented to him that I had no refources for the 
-expences of the gentlemen, Mr. Haftings haying ascer- 
tained my diftreiieii fituation, told me, that after his arri- 
val in Calcutta he would confult with the Council, And 
lemove from hence the expences of the gentlemen, and 

recall 
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recall every' perfoft except the geritlemeii in office Herej 
At this time, that all the concerns are dependant up«» 
you, and you you have irt every point given cafa to mf 
mind, according to Mr. Haftings's agreement, I hope thai 
the eXpences of the gentlemen may be remoWa from them, 
and that you may recall every perfon refiding here beyond 
the gentlemen in office. Although Major Palmer does 
not at this time demand any thing for the gentlemen, and 
I have no ability to give them any things yet the cuf- 
tom of the Englilh gentlemen is, when they remain here* 
tbey will in the end a(k for fomething. This' is beff, 
that tbey ffiould be recalled, ■ ■ ' 

Extrael Proceedings of the Governor -general 6tsd Council, in 
the Secret Inffefiien Department, $d'Mtif I785. 

The Governor-general lays before the Board the fol- 
lowing letter from Major Palmer, and the lift" traafmit- 
ted with it of allowances from the Nabob VizleY to the 
Company's feivants, civil and military, employed in his 
dominions, 

: Dear Sir, ■ . Xucknow, 47th March 1785. 

I have the honour to tianimit to you the' lift which 
you require of allowances made by the Nabob Vizier 
to the Company's fervants, civil arid military, aid to 
perfons employed under them, within his Excellency's 
dominions. 

" Thefe allowances have, fince the removal of the Refi- 
ilent's office", been iffued through me, as agent from tb* 
"Governor- general, direftly from the Vizier's tresTory, *nA 
totally independent of his accounts w4th the CoMpany. 
Hitherto a very fmall portion of them has been paid, and 
even for that 1 have waited until the Vraler could difbwfe 
it without interrupting his payments to the Company, or 
Jubjecling him to perfonal inconvenience. 
' I had the honour to acquaint you, m* * former tetter, 
that I did not think myfelf authorized to make any fur- 
ther application to the Vizier for allowances to the gentle- 
men* refiding at Luckriow, beyond (he time of the late 
Governor-general's departure from thence, becauie I un>- 
der flood that their continuance after that period 1 depended 
upon the pleafure of the Board, and not upon the autho- 
rity of the Governor-general under the fan&ian of which 
they were eft ab limed or confirmed. 

It is proper and heceffary that you fhould be Fully in- 
formed of the Vizier's bounty to the fervants of the Com- 
pany, and I with pleafure anticipate your intended- orders 
to Mr. Wombwell upon that bead, by furnifJung you 
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widi a. faithful actourrt of every particular which kas 
soma M> my knowledge,, and I believe that none exjft ' 
without it Tliis-cooia>unicJilKDn, however, il not likely 
to be neeefilfy to future regulation,: if you flwdd deter- 
mine to matte it aft indifpexhble condition of yewr con- 
lent to. the acceptance of allowances of this nature that 
they Hull be registered on the public proceedings ; be-i 
caufe, however chear Fully the Vizier may grant them M 
ads of his favour, of the reward of his- a pprobation, and 
that no in the mode and to the extent which, you might 
perfonally racomuiend , he would not, without great re- 
luctance, /ubiriit himfclf to the pofiibility of their being 
converted into obligations upon him by thti* being for- 
mally conltituted a proof of the Company's demands 
sgainfl him. 

You will iww, Sir, be ploafed to determine whether 
flay perfons rending at this court- on the part of your go- 
vernment fhould be permitted to receive the bounty of the 
Vlsiei in the manner which he may be pleated to beflow 
it, and to. what extent individually. 

Your advice and- recommendation to the Vtaief upon 
this fubjecr. Will be the rule of his condufl:, becaufc he 
will feel tie; fuller! conviction of their being dictated by 
a regard for nit intereft. 

I am inclined to believe that you will judge fume 
emolument mil ifpen fable to the creditable fabfiitence of 
fuch gentlemen as rouft of neccftty refide here for the 
bufinefs of the Company ; and I am certain that the Vu 
zier will cheat fatty relieve your- government from the 



charge of it, in corrfi deration of the heavy burthens 
which tbd late. wap has brought upon it, and of thefe 
gentlemen being in effect employed for his fervice, as 
-Well as their* r. ■ ■ 

. .1 fliall offer to. your confide rati on a few obfervations 
upon the allowances which may a (Tift your determination. 

To begin, with my own, I folemnlv declare to you, 
tbAt they arc" no.. more than what I really and bona fide 
expend* and that I have retrenched confiderably in fame 
of the' articles fiace the expence has been borne by the 
Viziei j and hr every particular I make as little parade 
and appearance as my ftation will admit. 

I have not inferred the expenees of the arftnai under 
charge of Lieutenant Colonel Martin, becaufs they are 
independent of the appointment of a Company's fcr- 
wnt. 

Mr. Blaine, furgeon, is at a considerable expence in 
medicine and attendance upon the Vizier, and fuch of his 
fervants and fubjecls who require his afliHance, which 
Autnbers of the latter frequently do. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Bruce, furgeon, is chiefly employed by the Eu- 
ropeans ; and between both descriptions of perfons, 
Lucknow furniflies fuSEcicnt pra&ice for two Surgeons. 

The allowances of Mr. Willis have all the explana- 
tion which I am capable of giving them dated in the lift. 

Meffrs. Gregory, Grant, and Jonftone, have afforded 
me their affiftancc, the former occasionally, and, in Per- 
Can correspondence, the two latter constantly. 

Captain Frith has diminished the expences of the corps 
under his command almofl 10,000 rupees per month, with- 
out taking a Angle fepoy from the Strength of them. He 
has no interference with their pay or bazar, nor any 
means .whatever of the fmalleft emolument, beyond his 
ftatcd allowance. 

Captain Mordaunt has not received a rupee of his al- 
lowance, from its commencement to the present hour. 

The allowances to the other gentlemen redding at 
Lucknow are merely gratuities, and require no remark. 

Be allured, Sir, that I (hall moft chearfully acquiefoe 
in whatever you may determine concerning my allow-* 
an ccs ; and 1 think myfelf very happy in an opportunity 
of contributing to the great object of public ceconomy, 
which you and your colleagues in administration have in 
Tiew. And I dare anfwer, that every gentleman here 
will, feel the fame Sentiments for the public welfare. 
I have the honour to be, 

with great refpedt, 
Dear, Sir, 
Your moft obedient, 

humble Servant, 
(Signed) Wm. PALMER. ' 

Lift of Allowances from the Nabob Vizier tt the Servants of 
the Company, Civil end Military, employed in bit Excel- 
lency's Dominions. 

Monthly. 



Major Palmer, agent from the Go- 
vernor-general at the Durbar, for 
dawks, eftabliShed for the purpofe 
of intelligence, Servants, cattle, and 
table expences, upon an average 

Mr. Wombwell, paymafter and ac- 
countant-general, one and a half 
commiflion on receipts 
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Monthly. , 



— 


3>73 a 


8,000 


5,006 


3,000 


2,006 

2,00O 
1,000 


z 


3>ooo 
1,000 



Mr. Wheleri affiftant to Mr. Womb* 

well - .- ■ . - 5,000 5,000 

Commanding Officers at CawnpoOr 

and Futtyghur, In lieu of Bazar 

cuftoms, each one lack of rupees per 
' an hum - . - , - — l 16,666 

Lieutenant Colonel Martin, keeper of 
- ihearfenaf, pay, batta of his rank 
Mr. BFaine, furgeon to the Vizier, 

ah* to the civileftablifliment - 
Mr. 'Bruce, do. to the military efta- 
' bliAvmenc - 

Mr. Scawen, auditor general - 
Mr; Gall, affiftant to do. 
Major Browne, on a deputation to the 

S%afc -■■=■- - 

Mr. 'Bird, fecretary to 1J0. - 

Lieutenant Andericm, on a deputation ' 

r to Mahajee Sindia - ' - " "-» 3,000 

Commanding Officer of the regiment 

Rationed at LucknoW, for the pro-' 

teflion of the Company's treafury ' •*» 2,090 

Captain Frith, commanding four bat- 
- talio.ns of Sepoys, in lieu of all 

charges and contingencies whatever — * 5»ooo. 

Mr. Gregory, affiftant on the civil ef- 

tabltfbment - - 3»ooo 2,000 

"MeffrV Grarit and Johnftone, ditto, 

: each 2,000 rupees - — 4,006; 

'Mr. Taylor, dawk mailer, 1,000 ru- 
pees for dawks, and 1,000 rupees 

for dawk bearers - — 2,00s 

Mr. Orr, employed by Mr." Womb- * ■ >* * 

well - - — • 2,000 

Mr. Willis, Sihzawal for the Vizier's 

tribute at Furruckabad, allowed 

48,000 rupees for a battalion of in- 
fantry, 5,000 rupees for artillery, 

10,000 rupees for horfe, annually, 

srnd a commiflion of 3 per cent, up- 
on the tribute.-7-N. B. The com- 

miffion is paid by the Nabob Mu- 

zufFer Jung 
• Captain John Mordaunt - 8,030 ?,ooo 

Vol. II. X Read 
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Read the following extract of a letter from the Nabob 
Vizier to Che Governor-general j received on 21ft April, 
and entered on the fecret proceedings of the 26th. 

Extrafl of a Letter (rem the Vasier tt tie Gtyernir Generai', 
received %\ji Jpiil 1785. 

With refpedt the expences of the gentlemen who are 
here, I have before written in a covered manner. I now 
write plainly, that 1 have no ability to give money to 
the gentlemen, becaufe I am indebted many lackt of ru- 
pees to the bankers, for the payment of the Company's 
debt. At the. time of Mr. Haftings's departure, 1 repre- 
fented to him that I had no refources for the' expences of 
tbe gentlemen. Mr. Haftings having afceruined my dtf~ 
trefled fituation, told me, that after his arrival in Cal- 
cutta he would confult with the Council, and remove 
from hence the expences of the gentlemen, and recall 
every perfon, except the gentlemen in office here. At 
this time, that all the concerns are dependant upon 
you, and you have in every point given eafe to my 
mind, according to Mr. Haftings's agreement, 1 hope that 
the expences of the gentlemen may be removed from them, 
and that you may recall every perfon refiding here beyond 
the gentlemen in office. Although Major Palmer docs 
not .at this time demand any thing for the gentlemen, and 
I have no ability to give them any thing; yet the cus- 
tom of the Englifh gentlemen is, when they remain here, 
tjiey will in the end aik for fomettung. This is beft, 
that they fhould be recalled. 

The Board having attentively confidered the lift of the 
monthly allowances paid by the Nabob Vizier to the 
Company's fervants and others at Lucknow, the follow-' 
ing rcfolutions are parted upon them : 

Prefent Allowances at Lmck- ■ 

*W. Beard's Refitutions. 

Major Palmer, agent from Agreed, That Major Pal- 
the Governor-general at the mer's allowances per men- 
Durbar, for dawk eftablifh- fem be reftrifled to the 
ed for the purpofe of intel- amount of thofe ufually 
gencc, fervants, cattle, and paid to a minifter of this 
table expences, on an ave- government at a foreign 
ragerupeesic^cooperraen- Court} which are as fc4- 
fem. lows : 

Sonat 
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Mr. Wombwell, paymaf- 
ter and accountant general, 
One and an half commiflion 
•n receipts. 



Mr. Wheler, afllftant to the 
accountant general, S.ooo 
rupees. ' " . 



Coirtmartding officers at 
Cawnpoor'and FuttyGhur, 
in lieu of bazar cuftoms, 
each One lack of rupees per 
annum, 16,666 permcnfem. 



1,488 

1,000 



506 



2*7 
Sonat Rs. 
Lieut. Colonel's 
pay, and double 
batta - . - 
Fbted falary - 
' Contingencies, 
moonlhees, - ftr- 
vants, 8cc. 

Total - 2,988 

Ordered, That the fecre- 
tary do afoertain, from Mr. 
Wombwell, the amount of 
the allowance that he draws, 
either from the Company or 
from the Vizier, for the re- 
fpe&ive offices of paymafter 
general in the upper pro- 
vinces, and accountant at 
Lucknow ; and that Mr. 
Wombwell do ftate the are- 
rage monthly amount of his 
commiflion. 

Ordered, That Mr. Whe- 
ler's allowances be reftri&ed 
to Sonaut rupees 512 per 
month, being the allowance 
-ufually granted to the affirm- 
ants to foreign minifters. 

Ordered, That the fecre- 
tary do afcertain from the 
records, and acquaint the 
Board, whether this allow- 
ance to the commanding 
officers in the Vizier's 
country has received the 
Board's fan&ion, or whe- 
ther fuch fanflion can have 
been fuppofed to have been 
implied by any of the 
Board's proceedings. 

The Board are of opini- 
on, that this allowance 
fliould be reduced, and that 
the camps fhould be fup- 
plied as they were before it 
was granted, but under 
fuch checks as fhall remove 
X a thofe 
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Lieut. .Colonel Martin, 
keeper of the arfcnal, batta, 
&c. of his rank, 3,730 pes 
menkair . 



Mr. Blauir, fufgeoi) -To 
the Vizier, and to the civil 

eftabliflimcnt, rupees 5,000 
per menieim. 

. Mr. Rruccy fureeon to 
the military eftabliihrnent, 
a,ooo per menfem. 



thofe grounds of complaint' 
from which it may have had 
its rile. 

Agreed, That Lieutenant 
Col. Martin be reflrided to 
drawing from the Vizier the 
difference between Lieut. 
Colonel's pay and double 
batta, and the pay and batta 
of a captain, which he now 
receives : the Vizier will of 
courfe defray the cxpence of 
his own arfe«»V 

Agreed, T hat Meffn. 
Blaine and Bruce be re- 
ftrictaf to the pay, batta, 
and allowances of full fur- 
geons in the field; which 
are as follows : 

S. nip. 

Double batta, at 
it rupees per day - 360 

Pay 4 rupees do. - 1 24. 

4«* 

Befides the charge 
allowed for medicines 
to a full furgeon at- 
tached to a fepoy re- 
giment ifl the field, 
which is - zoq 

Total Sonaut rap. 684 

Ordered*, That the dect- 
fion relative to this office do 
lie for consideration, but 
that Mr. Scawen do, in the 
rnterim, only draw the al- 
lowance that he receives 
from the Company, which 
is Sonaut rupees 1,946 per 



Mr. Scawen, auditor ge- 
nera), a»00e per nwnfcin. 



Mr. Gal), affiftanttotbe Mr; Gall not being a 
auditor general, 1,000 per fervant of the Company, 
the Board cannot authorize 
any allowance to this gen- 
tleman. 

Major 
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Major Browne, on a de- The embafly to the Shah 
f utatton to the Shah, 3,000 having been withdrawn, the 
.per menfem. allowances hare ecafed of 

Mr. Bird, fecretary to do. courfe. 1 

1,000 per do. — 

Lieutenant Anderfon, on The Board cannot au- 
a deputation to Mahajce thojize the Vizier's allow- 
Sindia, 3,000 rupees per ance to Lieut. Anderfon. 
men ft 111. 

Commanding officer of The allowance to this of- 
the regiment ftationed at ficer muft -be reflected to 
Lucknow, for the prbtec- the monthly amount paid to 
*ion of the Commpany*s the commanding officer of a 
treafure, rupees 2,000 per regiment of fepoys, upon 
ffienfem. any particular fervice in the 

Vizier's -country: it is as 
follows : 

S. rup. , 
Double batta, at 
30 rupees per day 900 

Pay - 6 rupees do, 186 
For iron, fteel, 
charcoal, and re- 



pairing arms - 
Tent allowance 
Hircarrafas, guides. 

fcc - - 



150 
150 



. S. rupee* 1,536 

Captain Frith, command* TheBoard knvw-nothing 
tig 4 battalions of fepoys, of Captain Frith's appoint. - 
a lieu of all charges and merit, and cannot therefore 
contingencies whatever, authorize the allowance. 
5,000 per men fern. 

Mr. Gregory* affiftant to Mr. Gregory is appointed 
the civil eftabli foment, in the general letter from 
2,000 rupees per menfem. the Court of , Directors, 
bearing date 12th July 1782,' 
para. 61. *« to. be affiftant 
* l to the revenue council at 
41 Patna, and to iucceed to 
•• that chieflbip. on, the nrft 
** vacancy.** 

Agreed, That his ap- 
pointment, as an affiftant 
on the civil $fta,h)ifhmertc 
at Lucknow x W reduced, 
and himfcljf recalled, and 
'■ * 3 .that 
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that the penfion of his ranis 
be granted to him while he 
continues out of employ. 

Agreed, That the ap- 
pointment of thefe gentle- 
men be reduced, and them- 
felves recalled. 

Agreed, That Mr, Tay- 
lor be. recalled, unlefs the 
Governor - general mould 
think it neceffary to his 
correfpondence with Luck- 
now, - that there fhould be 
a dawk mailer, in which 
cafe, as Mr. Taylor now 
holds that office, he may 
be continued in it for the 
prefent. 

Mr. Orr not being in the 
Company's fervice, no al- 
lowance to bim can be au- 
thorized. 

Ordered, That the fecre- 
tary do afcertain, from Mr. 
Willes, the amount of the 
feveral allowances that he 
draws either from the Com- 
pany, the Vizier, or the 
Nabob of Furruckabad, whe- 
ther the fame be in falary or 
commiraon, in his office of 
fizawal for the Vizier's tri- 
bute from that country. 

The Board neither have 
authorized, nor can autho- 
rize, any allowance to Cap- 
tain Mordaunt, at he is out 
of the Company's fervice. 



Ordered, That the foregoing resolutions of the Board 
be notified to Major Palmer, in a letter from the Secre-j 
tary j and that he write to him as follows ; 

■ To Major William Palmer, at Lucknow. 

Sir, T 
The Governor-general has directed me to acknowledge 
,his receipt of your letter, bearing date the 27th March, 

and cnclofing a lift of allowances from the Nabob Vizier 
i «* 



Meffrs. Grant and John- 
ftone, atliftants on the civil 
eJtablifliment, each 2,000 
per month. 

Mr. Taylor, dawk maf- 
ter, 1,000 rupees per men- 
fem, for dawk, and 1,000 
rupees for dawk bearers. 



Mr.. Orr, employed by 
Mr. Womb well, a, coo ru- 
pees, per month. 

Mr. Willes, fizawal for 
the Vizier's tribute at Fur- 
ruckabad, allowed 48,000 
rupees for a battalion of in- 
fantry, 5,000 for artillery, 
10,000 rupees for horfe, an- 
nually, and a commiulon of 
3 per cent, upon the tribute. 

N. B.— The commiffwn 
is paid by the Nabob 
Muzufferjung. 

Captain John Mordaunt 
6,000 rupees per menfem. 
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to the Company's fervants, civil and military, and to per- 
fons employed under them, within his Excellency's do- 
minions. Thcfe papers have been laid before the Board, 
and fome resolutions have been already patted, which I am 
ordered to communicate to you for immediate effeft. 

The monthly allowances drawn by yourfelf are re- 
il rifted to the amount of thofe ufually paid to a minifter 
of this government at a fpreign court,' which are as fol- 
lows : 

Lt. Colonel's pay, and double batta - St. Rs. 1,488 
Fixed falary - . - - 1,000 

Contingencies, including Moonfliees, ; fervants, 
&c. . - ' , . . 5 qq 

Total St. Rs, - 2,988 

Mr. Trevor Wbeler, afliftant to the accomptant a? 
Lucknow, is {o draw only the monthly falary of Sonaut 
rupees 512. 

Lieutenant Colonel Martin is to draw only Lieutenant 
Colonells pay, and double batta, his Excellency will of 
courfe defray the expences of his own arfenal. 

Mr. Blaine, furgeon to the Vizier and to the civil eftan 
bli&ment, and Mr. Bruce, furgeon to the military efta- 
blifbment at Lucknow, are each reft rifted to the pay, 
batta, and allowances of full furgeoris in. the field, which; 
are as follows: 

Double batta \% rupees per day -, St, Rs. 360 
. Pay 4 - - - - 124 

Bendes the charge allowed for medicines to a full 
furgeon attached to a Sepoy regiment in the field, 
which is - ir , - 200< 

Total Sonaut rupees - 684 

The Board have it in contemplation, to reduce the ap- 
pointment of Audi tor- general, but while it continues, Mr, 
Scawn is only to draw the allowance of Sonaut rupees 
1,946 per menfum. 

Mr. Qall not being a fervant to the Company, the 
Board cannot authorize any allowance to this gentleman. 

The embaQy to the Shah having been withdrawn, the 
allowances to Major Browne and Mr. Bird have ceafed 
of courfe. - 

The Board cannot authorize the Vizier's allowance to 
Lt. Anderfon, Refident with Mahajee Sirtdia, 

The allowance to the commanding officer of the regi- 
ment ftationed at Lucknow for the protection, of the Com> 
sany's trcafure, is reftrifted to the monthly amount paid 
x 4 l< * 
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3Ja Papers relative to Cbargtt IV. and XV?, 

to the commanding officer of a regiment of Sep'oyf , «h- 

floycd on any particular fervice in the Vizier's country. 
E is as follows : 
Double batta, at 30 rupees per day - St. R*. 900 
Pay , - 6 - , - - 18$ 

For iron, fteel, charcoal, and repairing arms - 15a 
• Tent allowance - t 150 

- Hircarrahs, guides, &c. - - 150. 

Total Sonaut rupees - 1,536 

The Board tlired me to obferve, that they know no- 
thing of Captain Frith's appointment, and cannot there- 
fore authorize the allowance to this officer. 

Mr. Gregory's appointment, as an afliftant, on the civil 
eftabltfhmcnt at Lucknow, is reduced, and the penfion 
aflig-ne'd to gentlemen of his rank in the fervice is granted 
(o him. white he remains out of employ. He is. recalled, 
with Me firs. Grant and Johnftone, wtiofe appointment as; 
affiftants are reduced alfo. 

The Board have been pleafed to refolve, that Mr. 
Taylor be recalled, unlefs the Governor- gen era! fliould 
think it neceflary to his correfpondence with Lucknow . 
that there fhould be a Dawk mailer gt that place, in which, 
cafe, as Mr. Taylor now holds that office, he is to be 
continued in it for the prefent. 

Mr. Orr not being in the Company's fervice, no al- 
lowance to this gentleman can be authorized. 

The Board neither have authorized, nor can authorize 
any allowance to Captain Mordaunt, as he is not in the 
Company's fervice. 

No Aims having been placed in your lift oppofite to 
the names of Meflrs. Willis and Womb well, enquiries 
are ordered refpe&ing the actual allowances of tnofe gen- 
tlemen, and the Board will determine on them hereafter. 

The Governor-general defires that you will be pleafed, 
to inform the Nabob Vizier of tbcfe resolutions of thai 
honourable Board, and communicate them alfo to the 
gentlemen whom they refpeftively concern. The allow- 
ances that are granted are to be confidered as allowances; 
from the Company, and in lieu of all others, they are to 
be paid by the Accountant at Lucknow, and charged in' 
the public accounts to the Nabob's debit. 

^ have the honour to be* &c. 
-Council Chamber, " App. 

Secret Department (Signed) J. M'PHERBON. 

' of Infpeflion, ' J. STABLES. ' ' 



-3d May 1765. 1 
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fSxtratf of Prtatdings of the Governs f-general and, Council* 
in tbfir Secret Department of lnffe8ien t the Mb May 

I?85 ' ' - , 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following let- 
ter, and its enclofures, from the Accountant at Luck- 
now, and military Paymafter-general in the Upper Pro- 
vinces. 

Edward Hay, Efquire, Secretary. 
Sir, 

In. obedience to your commands* I have the honour 
to tranfmit to you a ftatement of the Aims that have been 
received monthly by the Accountant at Lucknow. . The 
Vizier, with the content of the lace Governor- general, 
has thought proper to allow me a commiflion of one and 
a half per cent. Large as the cbmmHEon will appear, it 
fliould be remembered, that it was given to me in lieu of 
thofe great advantages which I fllould hare derived from 
my office, if, in the courfe of the late arrangement at 
Lucknow, an alteration had not taken place in the ex-* 
change in the Lucknow rupees ; and that after the clofc 
of the prefent year, the Nabob's debt to the Company 
having been discharged, the commiffion will be reduced 
to the actual drfburfements to the Company's troops in 
the dominions of his Excellency the Vizier. 

I tranfmit alfo a ftatement of the eftabliftimentS of (B6 
Accountant and Pa ym after-general. 

I have taken the liberty to enclofe the copy of a letter 
I received, iinfolicited, from the Vizier, the day of my 
departure from Lucknow. 

Having occafion for another iffiftant in the office of 
Accountant, Irequcft you will mention to the honourable 
Board, that a great favour will be conferred on me in the 
appointment of Mr. Marcus SackviHe Taylor, now at 
Lucknow, to that office. 

I am with refpect, 

Calcutta, Sir, 

j2thMay 1785. Your moft obedient, and 

moft humble fervant, 
(Signed) J. WOMBWELL, 
Account, and Paymafter-gcn. at Lucknow. 

Receipts of the Accountant-general. 



February 1784 


5»i3»950 3 " 


March ' - " 
April 


4.89,347 10 6 
28,72,804 2 2 


May 


1 ^M 1 3 
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June ....... 3,02,057 3 — 

July - . - 

Auguft - - 23,48,308 2 7 

September - - 3,14,000 — — 

October - 5,00,000 — — 

November - - 5,00,000 — — - 

December - 20,00,000 — — 

January 1785 - 3,25,000 — — 

February - - 3,25,000 — — 

March - ■ - - 3,15,000 

Jy*. 16 Sun Sa. Rs, 1,09,45,927 5 5 

The EftaWi&ment of the Office of Paymafter General 
j , without the Provinces. 

Salary per month - 746 13 «•— 

Batta per day, 40I. per month 1,240—- — 

Houfe rent. - - 400 

Allowance for Sircars Shroffs 364 — — 
EftabliDiment for his office 1,121 — — 



St. Rs. 



71 13 — 



, The eftaMifhment of the office of Ac- 
countant to myfajary for the month-of Feb- 
ruary - - „ 

To allowance for monthly writers, duf- 
tories, ftationary, candles, and other con- 
tingencies 

To allowance for houfe and office rent 



1,000 — —r 



400 — ■ 



C. Sa. Rs. 2,600 — — 

TreHfiatun ef a Ptrfian Letter from the Naiai Vizier it 
Mr. Jsbn Wombwdl. 

Whatever allowances have been fettled for your ftr- 
vices at my Sircar were voluntary, and given with all 
my heart ; and with refpeft to the commiffion of i| per, 
cent, fixed for you upon my difburfements to the army, 
it was eftablilhed by my content ; and my orders are, to, 
continue to you during your refidence with me. 

Ordered, That the commiffion of 1$ per cent, granted 
by the Vizier to the Accountant at Lucknow be annul- 
led, and do ceafe, from the ift proximo; and that Major 
Palmer »nd Mr. Wombwell bejnformed thereof. 

The Board will take into confideratjon'the eftablifli- 
tnents annexed to the Accountantship at Lucknow, and 

M 
■ . n;^ 
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to the office of Paymafter-general beyond the provinces, 
when the resolution of the nth March laft, That no 
civil feryant be permitted to draw the allowances and fa- 
larks of more than one office, &c. (hall be carried into 
execution. 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following let- 
ter from the Resident at Furruckabad : 

To Mr. Edward Hay t Secretary. 
Sir, 
I have received the honourable Board's order, tranf- 
mitted by you refpecYing my allowances at Furruckabad. 

The allowance drawn by all my predeceflbrs was fix 
percent, uppn whatever was collected from the Furruc- 
kabad diftriets, and to the fame, by my appointment, I 
was entitled ; but by arrangements fince my nomination 
I have had only 3 per cent. ; and the whole that I have 
received this year amounts but to 10,500 rupees. Thit 
is from the Nabob MuzufFcr Jung, i have no allowance 
from the Company or the Vizier. 

The cftablifbment to the Sezawal's office for Muttafed- 
dies, Moonlhies, and Writers, &t. is ten thoufand rupees, 
which does not near defray the expeiice. , 

This is deducted from the Viewer's tribute. 
There is a further deduction from the tribute, of fifty- 
one thoufand rupees, for the payment of the Nujubs, 
which his Excellency the Vizier maintains in Furrucka- 
for the protection of the Nabob Muzurfer Jung, as Sti- 
pulated by an exprefs article in the laft treaty between 
them. 

I am, Sir, 
Calcutta, your moft obedient fervant, 

10th May 1785. (Signed) J. WILLIS, Refideot. 

The Board having it in contemplation to propofe fome 
fome arrangements for Furrclcabad, ordered, That the 
foregoing letter from the Relident do lie for confederation 
until that period. 

Read the following letter from the Secretary : 

Jo the Honourable fobn Macpherfon, Governur- general, (if. 
Council, in the Secret Department of Infpeflion. 

Honourable Sir, 'and Sirs, 
Having been required by your orders of the 3d inftant 
to afcertaih from the records, and acquaint the Board, 
whether the allowance of two lacks of rupees per annum, 
received by the commanding officers in the Vizier's coun- 
try in lieu of Bazar cuiloms, has had the pofitive or im- 
plied 
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ylied fanctkm Of this government, I fccj leave to In 
before you. the foUowingf^ticuJacs, which a« all that £ 
eanfind inthtConfukatioos on tbisfubje&, 

An Ariee is recorded on the procttrl i ngs of the aA ' 
November 1780, from Rajah Govind' Ram, the Vakeel ' 
«f the Nawaub Vizier, enclosing the copy of a letter that 
he had received from bis Excellency, in which the Nawaub 
obferved that the gentletr.en (rationed with the brigade at 
Cawnpore, Fumickabad, &c. wrote Perwaiiruhs to the 
Aumiis for every place, directing them to fupply pro- 
vjfions and other neceffaries for the army j' that this me- 
thod of proceeding brought great diftrefs on his country. 
And he therefore wifbed it to be rep relented to the Go- 
vernor-general, that it might be prevented in future, and 
that the gentlemen of the army might riot fend Sepoys into 
his diftri£b); the Vizier faid alio, that on information 
being -given to bim and to the Company's Reudent at 
this court, of the quantity of provisions wanted, orders 
ibould be- immediately UTucd to the Aumiis to furnifh it 
every month, and the amount ihould be deducted frosi 
the Tuncaws. 

Nothing appears to have been determined on rhefub- 
jr.tl of this application until the 15th February 1781, 
when it was renewed in a letter^ from the Vizier to the 
Governor-general, and in a foconrl from his Excellency 
to. his Vakeel; the latter ftates the complaint more at 
large than it was ftated before, and eft t mates the lofs fuf- 
tained in the Nawaub's revenue, fiom the conduct of the 
Englifh officers at Cawnpore and Futty Ghitr, at 3 lacks 
of rupees. 

The late Governor- general -obferved, on fubmitting 
thefe representations to tie Board, that the exercife of 
fuch a power as the Nawaub defired might be done away, 
muft be inevitably attended with effects afcribed to it, 
and therefore aught to be fuperefltd, whether it were for 
the removal of paft, or for the prevention of the future 
and only poffibre oppreffiooss and for thefe reafons and 
ends the Governor- general propofed that a general order 
(hould be iflued to the army ferviog in the dominions of 1 
the Nawaub Vizier, ftating his Excellency's complaints, 
and his confequeiu propofal to furnifh the. fixed military 
ftatioas in his country with ample, fupplies of provifionS 
and neceffaries through his' refpective Aumiis rending 
neareft to thofe {rations, if it mould be found neceflary to 
employ their agency ; and commanding in the moft po(i- 
tive manner that from the Aril day of April 1781, no oft 
fecer commanding at the fi*cd ftations of Cawnpore, 
. Futty Ghur, or Darnagur, or any other fixed or peca- 
fional futionqf the army, flioultl 00 any account or nre- 

tence. 
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fence whatfoever iffue Dwftucks, Perwannabs, or other 
i n ft ru merits,, nop levy er wuerro, nr fbffer arty perfoasr 
acting tinder bis authority to levy or receive* duties opon 
articles brought into the camp of other Bazares, mercre£t 
or poffefs Gunges, not fend out military guards For the 
purpofe vf feining any fort of provifion, nedefiirits,, or 
merchandize, nor in any manner directly or indire&lf 
impede the free progrefs er paflage of any natif e mer- 
chant or dealer through any part of the dominions of the 
Nawaub of Owde. 

The Governor-general obferved, on propofing this re- 
gulation, that as in redreffing the injury done bo the Na- 
waub ft might deprive the commatnrtKrg cdBcers of a long- 
cfhiblifhed, and under juft reftri&ions, perhaps • jult, 
pcrquifite in the duties collected upon the provifions and 
neceflaries voluntarily brought into the Damp, he thought 
it juft to recommend that the Nawailb mould be requeftei 
to grant a monthly gratuity in com pen fori© n for see em*- 
luments thus taken from the commanding officers for the 
'better regulation of his government and revenues. 

The general order was agreed to and HTued, -am) the 
Governor -general was req-uelted to inform the Vizier -of 
the regulation* contained in it, andiwgehim to grant fuch 
a gratuity, in lieu of the emoluments taken from the con*, 
manding officers, as be and Mr. Middleton might mutu- 
ally .agree upon as equitable, skr feme bring .previously 
fubmitted to the board for their approval. 

ft appears by a letter from Mr. Middleton, dated the 
t'jth April, and recorded in confutation. 4th June 178a, 
that the Vizier had chearfully dflewted » The veconamea-- 
dation made to him, and that h» immediately fent hiapro- 
pofals to the commanding officers of tjie 3d brigade, and 
-df rhe Darnagur detachment Tliefe propofitions, wWh 
the anfwers to them, ftewed the final plan of arljuftment, 
and Mr.'Middelton laid them before the Board. 

The gratuity fixed oft "by the Vizier for the commanding 
officer of the 2d brigade Was one lack of rupees per annum, 
to commence from the ift April 1781, and- R> be paid 
monthly ; and the gratuity fixed on by the Visier for the 
commanding officer at Darnagur was 36,000 rupees pet 
annum. 

' No refoiutioh, appovbtg. or disapproving this allow. 
ance, appears to have been entered on the records, nor 
was any thing done upon the guoeral fubjeQ, except that 
a reference was made to the commander in chief of ibme 
pvopofitrons raid before the Board by Colonel James 
Morgan, in eonfequence of the order of the 15th Febru- 
ary, and his opinion was defined upon them.— 'An extract 
of Mr. Middehon's letter, and copies *f t*e papers ac- 
companying 
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companying it, were at the fame time Tent to the General, 
I cannot, however, find any anfwer from the commander 
in chief to thefe references, nor do I believe that any 
were Tent in. 

' I have the honour, &c. 

Fort William, honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Secret Depart, of Infp. Yours, &c. 

7 th May 1785. (Siged) ' E. HAY, Sec. 

Extracl if Bengal Secret Confutations, 1 ph May 1785. 

Some doubts having been fuggefted with refpeel to the 
meaning that be given to that part of the letter written to 
Major Palmer on the 3d inltant, which ftates, that the 
allowances therein granted to the Company's fervants at 
Lucknow were *o be confidercd as allowances from the 
Company, and in lieu of all others; agreed, that the 
Secretary do acquaint Major Palmer, that the fe feve ral 
allowances were fixed by the Board, as connected with 
the refpediye fituations and offices of the gentlemen who 
are to draw, them, but are not to deprive thofe gentlemen 
of the allowances to which they are entitled, according 
to their tank in the civil or military fervice of the Com- 
pany- ■'■'■ .... 

Extras ef Secret Letter from Bengal; 16/A May 1785. 1 

Wi have the honour to acquaint you, that we have 
made very conlidcrahle reductions in fome of the allow- 
ances paid by the Vizier to your fervants, &c. at Luck- 
now, and annulled others. The total faving amounts to 
more than twelve lacks per annum. The particulars wilt 
• be mentioned to you by the firft opportunity that may 
, offer for our transmitting to you fuller advices. We have 
ordered, that the allowances which are either agreed to or 
permitted by. this government fhall be recorded on your 
public accounts, and paid by your Accountant at Luck- 
now. We alfo think it Decenary to inform you, that we 
are proceeding in the work of retrenchment with all pof- 
fible difpatch. 

Extratt of Bengal Secret Confutations, the %btb May 1785. 

T$ the Vixaer : Written llth May %•}%$. 

I have the pleafure to acknowledge the receipt of your 

two letters, containing' requefts that you may be relieved, 

as much as poffible, from expence for the gentlemen fta- m 

tioned at Lucknow. This is a nutter full of important ' 

benefits, 
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benefits* and I hive attended- to. .your .wilhes. therein.-— 
Accordingly fome- arrangements have been already refolved 
on, the particulars of which will be communicated t* 
you by Major Palmer. ' ■ ■ 

Secret Department, tf fnfpeitim. 

Fort William, 28th June 1785. 

At a Council ; Prefent, ■ 
The Honourable John Macpherfon, Efquire, Governor- 
general, President, , 
John Stables, Efquire, and 
The Honourable Charles Stuart. 

. Read and approved the proceedings- of yefterday. 

-Read the following letter from tlie Governor-general 
to the Vizier and his roinifters, and the Vizier's reply. 

Tt the, Vtzier ; Written nth May 1785. 

I HAvt the pleafure to acknowledge the receipt of two 
of your letters, containing requefts that you may be re- 
lieved as much as poffible from expence for the gentlemen 
ftationed at Lucknow. This is a matter full of important 
benefits ; and" J have attended to your wilhes therein ac- 
cordingly. Some arrangements have been already refolved 
on, the particulars of which will be communicated to vol! 
by Major Palmer, to whom I refer you. 

To Hyder Beg Khan, arid Huflen Reza Khan, of the 
fame tenor and date. ' 

;. From ihefizier : Received lift June \fi$. 

Your agreeable letter has arrived ; and what yon have 
ordered on the fubject of the relieving; me from the 'ex- 
penses of the gentlemen, I learnt fully from the repre- 
sentations of Major Palmer, afld became grateful for your 
favours and friendship. From your true affection I an 
convinced, that you will be favourable in relieving me 
from other expences alfo, beca,ufe the particulars of my 
diftreffes are well known to you.. ' 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following let- 
ter from Major Palmer ; 
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To Edward Hit, Efeunc, Secretary to t»e Secret De4 
" William. 



Sir, 

When I had the honour to receive your letters of the 
3d, 1 2th, and 13th ultimo, I was labouring under a very 
fevere indifpofitian, which to this time has rendered me 
wholly incapable of any application to bufmefs ; the fub- 
flance of their communications has, however, been given 
to his Excellency the Vizier, who entertains a very grate- 
ful fenfe of the attention wbicb the honourable Board 
huve beftewed upon the ftate of his finances, and of the 
reductions which they, have ordered for his relief. Upon 
this fubjecr, ant auo'tfaofe of the raj uifit ions for the 
payment of the two Roffalahs of Mogul cavalry, and the 
Company of foreign infantry, I have had the honour to 
tranfmit the Vixier's anfwer to the honourable- the Gover- 
nor -general., 

I nave not' yet been able to notify in form the re- 
folutic-ns of the Board to the feveral gentlemen who 
are affected by ihcnij but (hall proceed to do. it im- 
mediately; You have not fignified the intention of the 
,Bwm1 as to the time .when the reductions fliould t^tke 
pl?rpj except thofe of the* account general and command* 
log officers at Cawn poor and Fu ttyghur j and it is doubt- 
ful whether the others are to have the fain? commence- 
ment, or that of the period which I informed the Gover- 
jnar-general I confidered as terminating the authority by 
which I had a&ed in applying for the former allowances, 
that is, tie departure of the late Governor-general from 
Lucknow. You will be fo good as to inform the Ac- 
.camntant-gefteral at this ftation of the Board's detiEoo 
upon this point. 

I am, Sir, 

Lucknow, your raoft obedient fervant, 

10th June 17S5.' - . , (Signed} Wi. PALMER, 

Ordered, That Major Palmer be informed, that the 
.Vizier's allowances to the fervants of the Company, and 
•tubers at Lucknow, were not authorized by the Members 
*£ this government, who had no account or knowledge of 
them until they were Hated by Major Palmer j that the 
-Board connot interfere in the fubject ; and chat they leave 
It to the Nabob to do as he may think proper. 

Ordered, That this information be communicated to 
.L4. Colonel Harper, and to the Accountant at Lucknow. 

(Signed) JOHN MACPHERSOI*. 
JOHN STABLES. 
CHARLES STUART. 

Extraa 
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ExiraH of Letter from the Govirnar General and Council, /'« 
their Secret Department of Infptaian j dated, the %\ft July 
I785- 

Far. 2. Among other objefts of reform, which called 
for our attention, was the relief of your ally, the Nabob 
Vizier, from the very heavy burthen which report in- 
formed us was impofed upon him, in the allowances 
granted to your fervants and others, refident in his domi- 
nions, but granted without our knowledge or approbation. 
The Governor -general haying received from Major Palmer 
an account of all thefe allowances, laid the fame before 
us for our consideration. Major Palmer's letter to the 
Governor -general, and the Statement which accompanied 
it, are recorded in, the Con Puliation noted in the margin *. 
The following orders and refolutions were pafied there- 
upon, and communicated to the Nabob Vizier and Major 
Palmer, for immediate effect. 

3. We reftrifled the allowances to the Governor 
General's agent at Lucknow to the amount ufually paid 
to a minilter of this government at a foreign court ; viz. 
Sonat rupees 2,988 per month. 

4. We reduced Mr. Wheler's allowances as AffiStant 
to the Accountant at Lucknow, to the amount ufually 
granted to the affirmants to foreign ministers; viz. Sonat 
rupees 512 per month. 

5. We permitted Lieutenant Colonel Martin, Keeper 
of the Nabob Vizier's arfenal, to draw only the difference 
between his pay and batta as a captain, which he receives 
from the Company, and the pay and double batta of his 
rank as Lieutenant Colonel. 

6. We directed that Mr. Blaine and Mr. Bruce, fur' 
geons to the Vizier, and to the civil and military efta- 
blifhments at Lucknow, Should draw only the pay, batta, 
and allowances of full furgeons in the field j viz. Sonat 
rupees 684 per month. 

7. We rcftri&cd the allowances ro the officer com- 
manding the regiment at Lucknow to the monthly amount 
paid to the commanding officer of a regiment of Sepoys 

' on fervice in the Vizier's dominions ; viz. Sonat rupees 
1,536 pec month. 

8. The Salaries paid to Major Browne, and his Se- 
cretary, Mr. Bird.ceafed of courfe, 111 confequence of the 
cmbaffy to Shah Allum having been withdrawn ; and the 
Governor-general's agent has been directed to acquaint 
the Vizier, that thofe paid to Lieutenant Anderfon, Re- 
fid ent with Mahajee Sindia ; to Captain Frith j to Mr. 

Can/, id May. 

Vol. II. Y Gall, 
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Gall, affiftant to the Auditor General ; and, to Mr. Orrv 
alllftam to Mr. Womb well, cannot be authorized. 

9. We have annulled the appointments of Meflrs. 
Gregory, Grant, and Johnftpne, as afliftants to the civil 
eftabli foment at Lucknow, as well as that of Mr. Taylor,. 
the Dawk, matter ; but the Governor- gen era! has been- 
authorized by us to continue that gentleman in his fta> 
fion, if he fliodld think it neceffary to bis correfpondence 
at Lutk«6w, that there flrbuld"be a Dawk matter there. 

10. Having called upon Mr. Wombwell, the Pay- 
m after- general anrT Accountant at Lucknow, to ftate to > 
us the amount which he drew either from the Company 
6r from the Vizier for thefe offices, and to acquaint us 
with the average monthly amount of his commiffion ; and 
having received from that gentleman an account of the 
feme, we refolved that his commiflion.fhould be annulled 
from the ift of June, and that the eftabiifhtnent of his 
offices of Accountant at Lucknow, and Paymafter- general 
beyond the provinces-, fhould ht taken into- consideration, 
when our refohition of the nth of March laft, that no 
civil fervant fhould be permitted to draw the allowances 
and falaries of more than one office, fhould- be carried 
into execution. 

11. The allowances granted by the Vizier, of one 
lack of rupees per annum to the officers commanding in 
his Excellency's dominions, in lieu- of Bazar cuftoms, 
have been difcontinued, and the mode which was in prac- 
tice before the year 1781, for fupplying the camp Bazars 
in the Nabob's country with provifions, has been renewed* 
under the following regulations; which, we doubt not, 
will enfure con (tent fupplies to the army, and prevent alt 
grounds of complaint from his Excellency's officers in 
future, nmilar to thofe which gave oceafion to the former 
regulation. ■ 

ift. *• That the commanding officers do not, on any 
*" account whatfoever, iflue Purwannahs for any articles 
w but the provifions actually required for the confump- 
" tion and u-fe of officers, foldiers, and camp followers, 
** at their refpe£ttve {rations. 

adly. " That they do not colleft duties upon any ■ 
*' articles before fuch aiticles fhall be brought into their 
•' Bazars. Every commanding officer being, in a great 
" meafure, refponfible for the fupply of his camp, thefe 
** duties will of cpurfe be reafonable, or no provifions 
** will be broughtin to it ; there is. therefore no oceafion to 
" reftrict their amount; befides, the Board have an entire 
" confidence in the commanding officers, that no duties 
" will be levied but fuch as are aeceflary for the general 
** regulation 
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** regulation of the prices of the provisions, and for de- 
" fraying the expence of their CutwaEly eftabli foment. 

3<L]y. *' That no military guards be fcnt out for the 
W( purpofe of feizing provifions or merchandize, or per- 
*' mitted to impede in any manner, directly or indirectly, 
■*' the free progrefs o.r paflage of any native merchant or 
<" dealer, through any part of the dominions of the Na- 
« bob of Oude. 

4thly. " That no officer under the commanding of- 
** ficer be allowed the privilege of ifluing a Purwanna for 
4t provisions, unlets fuc'h officer be employed on detach- 
" ment, and receive the authority of his commanding 
" officer for this purpofe. 

jthly.' '■' That every officer iffuing Purwannas for 
*' provifions, <5tc. be careful to receive back -fuch .Pur- 
** wannas, on return of the perfons to camp to whom 
" they "were delivered; and if the whole quantity (peci- 
" £ed in. each ~be not brought in at one time, new Pur- 
s' waanas are fo J3e_granted for the remainder. 

6th)y- " That all officers do keep a regifter of all 
" Purwannas granted by them refpectively, that no im- 
" proper uie may be made of them, or if detected, that 
" the perfons to whom tbe-y were delivered may be iden- 
" tified, and punished. 

" Any difobediencc in any officer to the rules here laid 
" down will, on proof thereof, he couildered as difobe- 
•« dience of orders, and treated ^accordingly,'* 

II. The office ■of Auditor-general of the accounts of 
the troops ferving beyond the Provinceshas been abolifhed, 
and thefe accounts are in future to be audited by the 
Commiffary-genera!, in the fame manner as before the' 
appointment .of Audi tor- general beyond the CarumnafTa 
took place, Mr. Scawen, who held this office, js admitted 
to the ftation .of Deputy Comoninary-general, in obedi r 
ence to the orders of your honourable Court of the nth 
May 1780, and in the room of Mr. William At kin (on, 
who has refigned. 

13. We have the pleafure to acquaint you, that the 
Governor- general has received a letter from the Vizier, 
cxpreiung his gratitude for our interference in his behalf^ 
and for the relief which we have thus afforded him, which 
we truft will enable his Excellency to difcharge .with 
punctuality the claims which we have upon him on ac- 
count of the troops ftationed for the defence erf his 
country. 

14. A queftion having been ftated *• «s fcy M«jot 
Palmer, at what period the reductions we had ordered 
%>uld take place, we acquainted him in reply, that as 

' " Y ' ' ' IGooSPc 
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the former allowances were not authorized by us, and as 
we had no knowledge of them, till they were ftated to us 
by himfelf, we could not interfere in the fubjed, but left 
it to the Nabob to do as he might think proper. 



Allowances in Oude. 



lift of AlUwancesfrom the Nabob Vizier to the Servants at 
the Company, Civil and Military, employed in bis Excel- 
lency's Dominions. 

Monthly. 



Major Palmer, agent from the Go- 
vernor-general at the Durbar, for 
dawks, eftablifhed for the purpofis 
of intelligence, fervants, cattle, and 
table expences, upon an average — (9,000 

Mr. Womb well, paymaster and ac- 
countant-general, one and a half 
commiffion on receipts 

Mr. Wheler, affiftant to Mr. Womb- 
well - -' -' 5,000 5,009 

Commanding Officers at Cawnpoor ■ ' 
and Futtyghur, in lieu of Bazar 
cuftoms, each one lack of rupees per 
annum -' - - — 16,666 

Lieutenant Colonel Martin, keeper of 

the arfenal, pay, batta of his rank — 3>73° 

Mr. Blaine, furgeon to the Vizier, .■'■ 

and to the civil eftablifliment - 8,000 5,000 

Mr. Bruce, do. to the military efta- 
blifliment - - 3,000 2,000 

Mr. Scawen, auditor general - — ' 2,000 

Mr. Gall, affiftant to do. - -p- i,ooo" 

Major Browne, on a deputation to the 

Shah ' "-" _ _ — * 3,000 

Mr. Bird, fecretary to do. - — 1,000 

Lieutenant Anderfon,' on a deputation 

to Mahajee Sindia - — - 3,000 

Commanding Officer of the regiment 
ftationed ' at Lucknow, for the pro- 
tection of the Company's ueafury — « s,ooq 

l " '" •'■' ^ 9^*1 
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Captain Frith, commanding four bat- 
talions of Sepoys, in lieu of all 
charges and contingencies whatever — ■ SiQoo 

Mr. Gregory, afnftant on the civil ef- 

tablifhment - - 3»0Q0 ?.,ooo 

Meflrs, Grant and Johnftone, ditto, 

each 2,000 rupees - ' — ■ ' 4,000 

Mr. Taylor, dawk mailer, 1,000 ru- 
pees for dawks, and 1,000 rupees 
for dawk bearers - - — ?,oo© 

Mr. Orr, employed by Mr. Womb- 
well - , - — 2,000 

Mr. Willis, Sihzawal for the Vizier's 
tribute at Furruckabad, allowed 
48,000 rupees for a battalion of in- 
fantry, 5,000 rupees for artillery, I - b 
10,000 rupees for horfe, annually, 
and a commiffion of 3 per cent, up* 
on the tribute.— N. B. The com- 
niiffion is paid by the Nabob Mu? 
zuffer Jung 

Captain John Mordaunt - 8,oos 8,006 

Exiracl af Secret Litttr from Btngoh, idlh May 1785. 

We have the Jionour to acquaint you, that we have , 
made very considerable reductions in fome of the allow- 
ances paid by the Vizier to your fervants, See. at Luck- 
now, and annulled others. The total faving amounts to 
more than twelve lacks per annum. The particulars will 
be" mentioned to you by the firft opportunity that may 
offer for our transmitting to you fuller advices. We have 
ordered, that the allowances which are either agreed to or 
permitted by this government {ball be recorded on your 
public accounts, and paid by your Accountant at Luck- 
now. We alfo think it neceflary to inform you, that w* 
?re proceeding in the work of retrenchment with all pef- 
fible difpatch. 
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Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel 
Harper to tub Hon. John Macpherson, 
Es<i. Governor General op Bengal, dated 

THE*io/l> OF SeP. i AKD, OF ANOTHER LETTER 

bated the i$th of' October 1785, relative' 
to the State and Condition of the Province 
of oude, and the payment of the balances 

DDE FROM THE NABOB Vl£IER TO THE EaST 

India Company. 



ExtraB ef Btngal StcretConfultations^ tht 1 uh OZobtr 1785. 

The Governor-general lays before the Board the fol- 
lowing letter, which he has received from Lieutenant 
Colonel Harper, and from the Vizier and his minifters. 

To the Honourable John Macphcrfon, El'q. Governor- 
general, &c. ice. &c. 

Honourable Sir, 
The inclofed copy of a letter, which I this day re- 
ceived from Mr. "Wombwell, the Accomptant here, will 
fiew you, that the balance of the crore and five lacks 
«f rupees, due from the Vizier's government to the ho- 
nourable Company for the F-ufiuJ Ice year 1 192, is now 
finally fettled. 

I jhall proceed with the Visier and his minifters ta 
make ou£ (he estimate for the enfuing year; and, know* 
jng the neceffities of your government, and the pro- 
tection afforded to the Nabob's dominions by the Britiflt 
troops, my utmoft endeavours fball be exerted to make 
the fuppt-ies as confiderabte as poffible, and to obtain a 
Jum of ready money to pay off the arrears to that part of 
the . army at prefent Rationed for the fecurity of thefc 
provinces. 

I have the honour to fubferibe myfelf, 
with the great eft refpeft, 
Lucknow, Honourable Sirs, 

the 20th Sept. 1785. your faithful fervant, 

"* (Signed) G. HARPER, 

' M inif. Gov. Gen. at Lucknow. 

Sir, The 20tb Sept. 1785, Lucknow. 

I have the plcafure to acquaint you, that I have this 

moment received from the Minifter the bills on Calcutta 

and Surat, and which complete the agreement of his 

Highnefs 
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ffighnefs the Vizier with the honourable Company fotf 
(he Puffuilee year 1192. • 

I am, with refpeft, 
Lieut. Col. G. .Harper,, Sir, 

Minifter for the Go- Your moll obedient, 
vernor-general at the and moll humble fervanf, 

Court of the Vizier. J. "WOMBWELL. 

A true copy. Accomptant. 

(Signed) G. Harper, 

Minifter, Lucknow. 

From- the Vizier : Received 3d October 1785. 

By the blefling of God, and the good favour and afllft- 
ance of your Excellency,, one kwfe and five lacks of ru- ' 
pees of the money of the Company's Sircar have been, 
without balance, paid according to engagement, from the 
collections of the money, and the loans of the bankers. In 
return for the favours that you have, on every refpeifi, given 
me eafe of mind and confidence, and that my ministers- 
and the bankers, being comforted, have paid the money 
of the Company's government, I bring thanks and praifes 
from my tongue, and may the Almighty preferve you 
for thefe attentions to friendmip! My friendly heart i$> 
convinced, that by the blefling of God and your favours, 
in future alfo the money of the Company's Sircar will be 
properly paid, and the management of this concern, and* 
the cultivation of the country, will- he caufe of a daily 
increafe of reputation to you. — My hope from your kind- 
iiefs is this, that you will always continue fixed in the 
fame favour of heart to my concerns. 1 

From Hyder Beg Khan : Received 3d October 1785. 

By the bleffing of God, and your Excellency's favours 
and affiftanee, the money of the Company's Sircar one 
crfe, and five lacks of rupees, which in the year 1192 
Fuffillee had been engaged by his Bighnefs, has been paid 
without balance, from the collections of the country and 
the loans of the bankers. The good ftate of the affairs 
«f both governments, and* the payment of the money of 
the Company's Sircar, and the cultivation of the coun- 
try, are folely from your Excellency's favours; that you 
have in «very refpedt granted ftrength to his Highnefs, 
and have beftowed favours and kindncnes upon us, from 
Which eafe of mind having been received, the completion 
of the monies of the Company's Sircar has properly taken 
place. I return thanks for your kindneffes and favours. 
l» future alfo, the bleffing of Cod and the favours of 
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your Excellency, the completion of the monies of the 
Company's Sircar, and the payment of the debts to the 
bankers, and the cultivation of the country, will properly 
take place.— Every hand is employed in prayers for the 
increafe of your life and dignity. 

To the Honourable John MacpherfonJ Ef«,. Governor 
General) fee. &c. &c; 

Honourable Sir, 
I have already bad the pleafure to acquaint you, under 
date the 20th ultimo, of the final fettlement of the crore 
and five lacks of rupees which were paid by the Nabob 
to the honourable Company : I have the honour now to 
inform you, that for the fervice of the prefent Fuffulled 

fear 1193, beginning the 19th of lafi mouth, and ending 
n September following, the Vizier and his minifters have 
agreeed to furnilh iixty-five lacks of rupees, which, by 
the account I now inclofe, you will perceive provides for 
the Turns that I have been directed to bring into the ac- 
count with this government, as well as the arrears of the 
Futty Ghur detachment, the fubfidy for the Cawnpoor 
brigade, and part of the eftimate for the Futty Ghur 
troops for the prefent year 1193. And the Vizier and 
his minifters, approving the prefent mode of carrying oil 
the bulinefs of this court with your prefidency, being 
fenfible of its utility to both governments, being defirouS 
of relieving the honourable Company from any expence* 
where they derive at leaft an equal advantage from the 
caufe of it, and to teftify alfo their fenfe of your atten- 
tion to their convenience, in reducing the expence of 
falarics, beg me to entreat, you will allow them to defray 
the arrears and falaries of the prefent year to the fervants 
of the residency here, and allowances to the military of* 
ficers, who, by your orders of the 3d of May laft, an 
entitled to receive them, the account of which I have 
now the honour to tranfmit ; whereby you will perceive, 
that it will prove a laving to the honourable Company of 
1,62,164 rupees} fb that in fact, the money that is to be 
paid by this government for the fervice of yours for this 
year, will be a clear net revenue, unattended with any 
expence or diminution. 

The kifts or monthly payments for the prefent year, of 
3,25,000 rupees, will be regularly paid, and which, when 
the arrears to the troops fhall be in part wholly liquidated, 
will be found I hope fufficient for both ilations ; and to 
enable you to pay off as much of thofe arrears as they 
can, the minifters agree to furnifb, over and above the 
regular kifts, whatever is poffible between this time and 
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the ijtVof December : a particular account of which, ai 
wait as the Krftbuhdee itfelf, I fhall have the honour to 
forward, as foon as the (urn can be afcer-tained. In the 
tnetuv itimo I am' endeavouring, with the assistance of the 
mimfter, to obtain ready money, by every means in my 
power,' to relieve the prefent diftreffes of the troops. 
". I"have*lfo the honour to tell you, that the Vizier and 
his minifters, looking to future events, and a firmer esta- 
blishment of friendship with the honourable Company, 
faaVeV I' think, in' contemplation to propofe to you a 
fpecificifum for the fervice of the Fu'ifellee year 1 194; 
and as foon as there fhall remain no doubt of the prefent 
harveft Succeeding as happily as it prbmifes (on which 
everything depends) I hope to acquaint you with the 
•mounts; and if you approve of my doing fo, I fhaii urge 
It at. the proper feafem, and endeavour to obtain a fund at 
JeaSfe^qual to younexpences,' fo that the diSburfements for. 
bothJ years fhall be completely provided for. 
■ When I make, this communication of what appears to 
me to he .favourable events, I mutt acquaint you with the 
(burce- -from whence >they Spring. It is, Sir, the confi- 
dence you have, by .your, actions towards tbis government, 
established . in : the minds of the Vizier and his minifters, 
of yMfifixed refolutionto fupport them in all their rights, 
demanding nothing, but what is juSt "for the protection 
iSfiirdfed ;thevr country,, and enabling them to take mea- 
Suresi to; revive the^prerfperity and happidefs of thefe pro. 
vtncesj'Whichj already begin to wear a face of joy : hence 
tbey.'kive'the ability. m. funiifli thefe Supplies Co foon af* 
ten -paying off, fo large: i,fum of money as the honourable 
Company's late accumulated debt. At the fame time I 
muff acquaint youv Sir, that the Nabob and bis minifters 
have.Srramed every nerve, on this oceafion to teftify their 
defire to affift the honourable Company ;. and particularly 
Jo convince you, Sir,, and the. gentlemen who compofe 
the prefent honourable Board, of their high, refpect and 
veneration. 

And that I might, as much as lay within the compafs 
Of myt>wn abilitiesj^eaSfifting to thefe ends, and to 
enable che.Vizier and his min filers not only to fulfil their 
Jfcte/ engagements, but to provide as amply as poluble for 
the i future- -expenees: of .the troops, and other exigencies 
of the- honourable Company, I have, upon a reprefenta-t ' 
tion from the minister j that the revenue was much injur-, 
edJbu.ithn monopoly of Saltpetre, abfolutely given up all 
pretenSions to; it, nor will 1 employ any agent to make on 
punchafe a Single maund. 

The, monopoly of Saltpetre has, been fo long attacked' 

tc.tbc office of Reiident at this place, that, it has been 

Vol. j^ z Ljoked, 
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looked on as t pernuifite 'of right; anil wheat I g'ufc-it «{f> 
I know I part with twenty thoufand pounds finrHfig par 
annum ; but twenty tftoufand pounds a ye* heart n»*f» 
timation in my mind, when the rrliiujuilfeing it ferves w 
promote the public fervice, and to obtain the appwhanwi 
of you, Sir, and of the honourable Board, who- have Mi 
fo flattering a manner ratified yow ndminaewc -of tntto 
this office, and from wbom it it J hope to receive cW re* 
ward I fiiall endeavour to defervei ;...;. " ' 

I efteem it the moft fortunate event; of, my Irfej that 1 
have been feleeled to aflift your endeavours to proh m* 
the public fervice^ and to procurJe hdpsutefs to thfc tdnta*. 
ruined country. I claim no merit beyond adrftre lb *se* 
cute yourwiihes, and the plan you have kid dowm,- which 
you have enabled me todo hy the fupport you have Lgtvea 
me ; and even this would have been insufficient, nwl it 
not been attended by a noble confidence and frirndfJaip* 
which, whilft it Simulated me to, an -H±dl3nt destiwo* d4 
my duty, a flu red me 1 bad nothing to; dread as- tot% as 
• my conduct tended to promote the general good. . , 

.The late Governor- general, foon after his arrival in 
Bengal, thought proper to remove .me from i very fee** 
nourable .ftatton I then held at the Court of; S*k$ah,.)fcl 
Dowlah. ; Before his departure, however, fromlndn^W 
was fo good as acquaint me With- his rtafonxfoTdbl»si'it9 
ami I muft own they would h»vj- boen juft» had' tfeBy 
eW exifted : it as fpKigo to<iny pturpMe totreuMoywl 
with them, at this time — fufhco it, to fay, tAait Mr- «f* 
tings, the day before he left Calcutta, did mo thcboiKwdr 
to allure me *' be had always approved «ny former, oorw 
?' duct, which, had be *on tinned inihe governmeaa,'iU 
*' would have given me proof) of ( that ho could then 
*' only Kffift mo. by recommending imc to his. fucceflbr a* 
•*. a perfon fit. to he employed liwpaWtc trnft."- Mri 
HaftingB did fpeafc-to you, Sir,. and ydu.ha*e foloSed me, 
almaft a perfect fa-anger to your abqurotance, and in 
preference to many gentlemen who had the neireft claims 
on you, to nil the moft important flaiiorcwrnch I con- 
ceive an individual can enjoy un4e> lyour government? 
for this friendinep, and flattened by .the motives of y*ur 
partiality, it is bur bare duty in me ito make you even'' 
return in my power, by* taithftil -difcbu'ge of the. waft 
repofed in me ;. but, Sir, my honour nod gratitude prompt 
me to touch mure than this; and" when I exprefs uny 
hopes of your continuance in the h>A ; office in India, and 
for health todo the arduous duties of it, I know. I am 
wifhing for the greateti good fortune, to the honourable 
Company'* poileliiartsi as well as: to tbefe provinces. 

I ftattee 
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t flatter myfelf the honourable Board's approbation and 
ratification will, follow this communication of what I 
hare done with this government, and after providing for 
all the articles of the general account, and fupplying as 
much as poffible for the arrears and expences of all the 
troops at Cawnpoor and Futty Ghnr, to the end of this 
Fuffuilee year Ii93< that is in September 1786, the Vi- 
lier and his mininers hope you will be pleafed and fa- 
tisfied with tbeV conduct, -and give them an acquittal of 
public dan ami*. I wtm, Sir, you may perceive the good 
rffafts that will furely arife- from this mutual attention 
to each other's confidence and convenience ; it wiil be 
eke means I hope of getting more in the next year than 
you may obtain- for thefpecific article of pay«otfae Futty 
Ghur detachment" it will arfUinly tend to improve the 
revenues of this country, whence' your government may 
onaoy future emergency draw very great refources, and 
he will affift todbUtBrue the recoUeaion ai fame paft 
ails that perhaps hod better neper happened, and the 
immediate profit* of which have probably not ceeapen- 
fatcd tor the opinions tbofe a&s haTC ferved to eftefcliflx 
ill the minds of the princes and -people of all the-pro- 
vinees of India. It is under your admin titration, Sir, 
that I am confident; **e are to- fee thole fentiments revive 
whteh -formerly were of more confequence than even our 
military character, and both united made the Britifh 
amis Mmocihiej and their heme the admiration' of the 
Left. :■ ...-.*. 

- 'I Jiare tbw eMferaed, from a principle of duty,, to 
touch on points: «ot i ousted lately though relatively con- 
ntfltdwttk the original fnbjefi of ibis addrefs. J mould 
think asyfelf unworthy the pofi I hold to have been at 
this; time total ly.filent on them, profoffing, as I: do, the 
highetl refpect, and taking pride in fubferibing myself, 

Honourable Sir, 
I LuctnoW, ... . - ■ Youi faithful fcrvant, 
25th Ocl. 1785. (Signed) GABRIEL HARPER, 
Minifter for the Governor-general 
at the Vizier's Court. 
A true Copy. 

E. Hay, 

Secretary, 
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? ESTIMATE of C LAIMS for 1193. 

ARMY.' 

Arrears Futtyghur detachments 1 i j6o»ooa 

Brigade for 12 months 1 - 31,20,000 

Regiments at Lucknow - - 3,00,000 

Futtygbur detachments - '• 17,40,000 



Mirea Saudit Ally 

Rohilla ftipends 

Mr. Frafer's bond, and intercfls * , - . 

Intereft duo- to the Shroffs ■ - 

Contingent bills of Majors Lumfdain, Gilpin, 

. Captain Dennis, &c.; and arrears resident's 

guard - • - ■ ■ 

Abdul Rheman Cawh's Candahar cavalry - - 

3atta to the Shroffs 5. 9. 3 on the balance due 

. them when the late Governor, fixed the 
. Lucknow Sicca Rupees to pafs as of equal 
- value -with the FyEabad 16 Suns , .* 



63,20,000 

1, 00,000 

61,578 

1,70,000 

4,00,000 



i,aeM$6 

76poo 



Lucknow Sicca Rupees - 74*28^44 



The Vizier and his miaiflers^ in compliance with. the 
defire of the Board communicated to Lieutenant Colonel 
Harpcn, ' have confehted to include the fun of 71,0x0 ru- 
pees, for batta to the fhroffs; but obfcrWs, that if the 
honourable Board will be fo good as order an inreftiga* 
tion of this traofaftion, it will be discovered, that it baa 
already, been adjufted with the draffs, and that their pa- 
fcn( demand is not rounded in juitice. .. 

(Signed) GABRIEL HARPER, 

Minif. Lucknow, for the.G. Genera.1 
AtrueCopy. 

£. Hay, 
,; Secretary. 
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